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Sudan

LAGOS, Jan 28: Nigeria's
'foreign legion' helped get the
Super Eagles' 2002 World Cup
qualifying campaign back on
track here Saturday with a 3-0

victory over Sudan, reparts
AFP. \ :
Two goals from Gernmany-

based Victor Agali and a third
by Arsenal striker Nwankwo
Kanu secured victory for the
Nigerians, desperate for points
after their shock 2-1 loss to
Liberia last year.

Nigeria had to wait for al-
most an hour before opening
the scoring against a young
Sudanese side who appeared
undaunted by their star-

studded opponents.
; WLU scored in his de-

but game against Zambia fwo
weeks ago, was again on target
in the 57th minute when he
clinically nodded home a Ccross
from the left taken by Garba
Lawal. _

The lanky forward from
Bundesliga outfit Hansa Ros-
tock grabbed his second eight
minutes later after Finidi
George outpaced the Sudanese
defence and delivered a pin-
point cross for Agali to head
past goalkeeper Ahmed El-
Nour.

Only the woodwork denied
Agali a hat-trick in the 85th
minute - but his shot cannoned
off the post to allow substitute
Kanu to tuck away the re-
bound.

Nigeria's victory over Sudan
has improved their standing in
the qualifying group for the
2002 World Cup. They have
now recorded six points from
three matches while Sudan stay
on three points fromn two
games.

Nigeria's next maltch will be
away to old rivals Ghana on
March 10.

Iraq, Lebanon
renew rivalry

BAGHDAD. Jan 28: Iraq and
Lebanon are set to revive
memories of their thrilling
Asian Cup 2000 2-2 draw when
the two sides meet on Wednes-
day in a friendly in Beirut, site
of their previous meeting, re-
ports AFP.

iraq, who went out to even-
tual Asian Cup winners Japan
4-1 in the quarter-finals. led
Lebanon 2-0 after just 23 min-
utes only for the hosts, who
failed to make it past the first
round, to storm back and force
the draw.

The Lebanese encounter is
the first of a mini Middle East-
ern trip by the Iraqis - they are
to play Jordan twice and play
fwo more matches in Tunisia -
as they build up+for the 2002
World Cup Group 6 qualifiers
which take place in Almaty.
Kazakhstan, from April 21-25.

Whether they take place in
Almaty is under appeal as the
[raqis wrote to FIFA to protest

over the qualifiers Dbeing
switched from their original
venue of Kathmandua, which
were due to take place from
March 25-29, to their main

group rival's base.

"Playing in Kazakhstan is
unacceptable to us,” [FA official
Hussein Mohammed said in a
letter to FIFA general-secretan
Michael Zen-Ruffinen.

Hussein said the
Football Confederation (AFC)
had informed them FIFA was
responsible for the venue
switch, but neither body was
immediately available for com-
ment.

Asian

Bundesliga

Effenberg
stars for
Bayern

BERLIN, Jan 28: Bayern
Munich's captain Stefan Effen-
berg struck in the 89th minute
to salvage a 3-2 win over bot-
tom club Bochum on Saturday
and keep his side just one point
away [rom leaders Schalke 04,
reports AFP.

Effenberg scored the (first
and last goals of the match in
front of just 32,000 fans in a
half-full Olympic Stadium to
cancel out the double strike
from Bochum's Turkish mid-
fielder Yildiray Bastuerk.

Brazilian striker Giovane El-
ber was Bayern's other scorer.
taking his season's tally to 10,
three behind Schalke's Danish
international Ebbe Sand.

Bayern coach Ottinar
Hitzfeld was happy with his
team's Dbattling performance
against the worst team in the
division.

“l am very happy. The team
never gave up and fought hard.,”
he said.

"We deserved the victory be-
cause we had more of the play."

Schalke had set Bayern their
target by beating Hansa Ros-
tock 2-0 on Friday in the first
match since the closest-run
German  champlonship  for
years went into a six-week
winter break.

Third-placed Borussia
Dortmund kept the race on the
boill on Saturday by beating
third-bottom  club  Energle
Cottbus 2-0, |

Fredi Bobic and Christian
Nerlinger scored for the 1997
European champions in front of
61.000 fans, leaving their team
on the same number of points
as Bayern.

Kaiserslantern lost way n
thelr race for the champlonship
by drawing 0-0 with Wolfsburg
and are now six points adrift of
Schalke with 31 points.

Fourth-placed Baver Lever-
kusen, who also "have 3]

Ints, play struggling VB

tuttgart on Sunday

'FA Cup

Everton Aldridge-struck again

LONDON, Jan 28:
IFirst Division Tra-
nmere Rovers, coa-
ched by former
Liverpool favour-
. ite John Aldridge.
provided the biggest shock in
the fourth round of the FA Cup
Saturday with a 3-0 win at
Merseyside neighbours and
Premiership strugglers Everton,
reports AFP,

Aldridge,

who scored the
winner lor Liverpool against
Everton in the 1989 FA Cup
final. masterminded the victory,
Rovers' sixth Premiership cup
scalp in 16 months,

Everton went the same way
as West Ham, Coventry, Leeds,
Middlesbrough and Sunderland
against a Tranmere team who
come to life against the top
clubs.

Defender Steve Yates headed
two fine goals and Jason Kou-
mas, the architect of many of
Tranmere's lightning attacks,
grabbed the ulht,‘r.

Aldridge was beamluﬁ{ after
the result particularly as Rovers
were under the cosh early on.

"The lads were terrific,” he
said. "They had to ride the
storin early on, but once we'd
scored we grew in confidence
and stature.

"Everton had to chase the
game and we could hit them on
the break. If they'd scored in
that opening spell the gae
would have been very dillerent.

“I had 11 - 14 with the sub-
stitutes - heroes out there and
they gave everything

Two goals in the dving mu-
utes from Liverpool's substi
tutes booked their place in the
fifth round with a dramatic 2-0
win over Premliership rivals
Leeds al Elland Road.

LLeeds, who had beaten their

.opponents 4-3 at Elland Road

in the league earlier in the sea-
son were heading for a replay
until two minutes from time
when Nicky Barmby came ofl
the bench to put the League
Cup finalists in front.

A goal in stoppage time from
record signing Emile Heskey
sent Leeds crashing out,

The day was an emotional
one for two of Leeds' most
promising young footballers.

Midfielder Lee Bowyer, 24,
and defender Jonathan Wood
gate, also 24, are due at Hull
Crown Court on Monday on
charges - which they both deny

of causing grievous bodily
harm and affray following an
attack on an Asian student a
year ago.

Arsenal overcame an early
scare before trouncing First
Division Queens Park Rangers
6-0.

A goal from Sylvain Wiltord,
sandwiched by own goals from
Chris Plummer and Matthew
Rose, put Arsenal in control
before Wiltord grabbed his sec-
ond

Wiltord's
tional
lired

French interna-
team-mate Robert Pires
the filth and Dutchman

Dennls Bergkamp completed a
miserable day for Geny Francis
and his team. Franols adbndttied
Rangers had been “mardered.”

"After the first two goals we
just had to go tor it and send on
an extra striker, but Arsenal
murdered us with their passing
and movement which was ex-
quisite,” Francis said.

"It was desperately disap-
pointing because we went oul
with the right attitude and vou
couldn't tell who was the Pre-
miership team in the first half-
hour."”

Second Divison Wycombe,
managed by Lawrile Sanchez,
scorer of Wimbledon's winning
goal In their historic 1-0 win
over Liverpool In the 1988 FA
Cup linal, surprised First Divi-
sion Walves with a narrow 2-1
winl.

Non-league Kingstonian,
second bottom in the Confer-
ence league, were denjed a fa-

mous win by a last-minute
equaliser in an exciting 1-1
draw,

Jim Smith's Derby, fourth

from bottom in the Premiership,
were held to a goalless draw at
Ewood Road by First Division
high-fliers Blackburn.

Sunderland edged Ipswich
1-0 in the all-Premiership tie at
the Stadium of Light thanks to
Daniele Dichio's 23rd minute
eflort.

Shaun Goater's goal three
minutes into stoppage tinme
gave Manchester City a 1-0 win
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i Sport

over fellow Premlership strug-
lers Coventry City at Malne

Road,

Southampton beat First Di-
vision relegation  candidates
Sheflield Wednesday 3-1 at The
Dell.

Aston Villa's woeful form
continued with a 2-1 home
defeat by midlands rivals
Leleester where Darius Vassell
(Villa) and Callun  Davidson
(Blackburn) were both sent off.

Nigerian Ade Akinbiyi,
Lelcester's record buy, fired the
visitors ahead only to be pegged
back by Julian Joachim's
equaliser.

A late FUHI by lcelandie in-
lernationa Arnar
Gunnlaugsson  secured the
victory for Peter Tavlor's men.

Charlton scraped past the
determined | challenge of non-
League Dagenham and Red-
bridge but only after extra-time
in a full-blooded third round
replay.,

The part-timers, who came
within four minutes of going

through at The Valley, per-
formed superbly but suc-
cumbed eventually to Shaun

Newton's strike within 36 sec-
onds of the start of extra-time,

On  Sunday Cup holders
Chelsea travel to First Division
Gillingham, the teamm they
thumped 5-0 in last season’'s
quarter-final, while runaway
Premlership leaders Manchies-
ter United host West Ham at
Old Trafford.

Liverpool striker Robbie Fowler (front) flicking the ball with
the out step of his left foot during an FA Cup fourth round
match against Leeds United at Elland Road on January 27.

--AFP photo

committee that

Mondragon's passport false

METZ, France,
Jan 28: French
authorities con-
firmed ol Satur-
day checks had
revealed the Greek
passport ol Metz's Colombian
intermational goalkeeper Farid
Mondragon was false and they
were not willing to grant him a
residency permit. reports AFP.
The 29-year-old, one of a
group ol foreign plavers in the
trench league whose passports
from European Union countries

have come under suspicion,
must now apply for a tourist
visa in Colombia to return to

France for the March 14 court
hearing into how he obtained
the passport.

‘The passport put forward
by Mondragon is not recognised
by the Greek authorities as
being issued by the Greek gov-
ermment,” Jean-Pierre Raffy, a
top local government official in
the Moselle department in east-
ern France, told AFP.

"On the basis of information
received from the Greek
authorities, (the prefecture) was

v —

FARID MONDRAGON

not in a position to issue a
residency permit for a national
of an EU member state to Farid
Camilo Mondragon." he added.
Mondragon, who plaved for

Colombia in the 1998 World
Cup finals. returned to Colom-
bia on Thursday on interna-
tional duty and to apply for a
visa to replace the false Greek
passport.

He is expected to play in two
riendlies in the United States
against the USA and Mexico.

Raffy said Mondragon would
be able to return to France if he
obtained "either a 90-day tour-
istic visa or a work visa" on his
Colombian passport.

"The passport was not is-
sued by the Greek authorities,
but it is up to the justice sys-
tem to examine the conditions
in which the passport was ob-
tained and to determine if Mr.
Mondragon was aware that the
passport was lllegal," Ralffy
said.

The Colombian 'keeper, who
was signed from Argentine club
Independiente last season, told
investigators this month that he
had knowingly used a false
Greek passport.

The passports affair has put
the spotlight on some of the
French league's top players.
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Bayern Munich trio (From L) Patrick Anderson,
close watch on VF‘L_. Bochum’s Turkish intern
at Munich on January 27.

. liga fixture
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on, Jens Jeremies and Mehmet Scholl keeping
ational Yildiary Basturk (R ) during their Bundes-
--AFP photol

Blatter apolozises
to South Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Jan 28
FIFA president Sepp Blatter has
apologised to Sonth Africa over
events surrounding their failed
bid to host the 2006 World Cup

football  tournament, reports
AlI'P,
The head of the Zurich-

based world controlling body
spent the weekend here talking
to officials from Southern Africa
countries and watching South
Africa deleat Burkina Faso in a
World Cup qualifier,

Blatter, who owed his elec-
tion as president (n 1998
largely (o African votes, was a
staunch  supporter of South
Africa in the build-up to the
2006 volte last July,

But the shock abstention of
Oceanla delegate Charles
Dempsey from the final round
of voting gave Germany a 12-11
victory over South Africa and
folled the strongest challenge by
an African nation.

Had Scottish-born Dempsey
backed South Africa as In-
structed by his region, former
Swiss army colonel and FIFA
secretary-general Blatter would
have had the casting vote.

Afrlca has never staged the
quadrennial showcase of inter-
national football despite having

more members of FIFA than
any other continent, and the
sSouth  African  campalgn was

based on the need for equality.

‘I would like to apologise to
the South African people,
President Thabo Mbeki and the
great man Nelson Mandela for
what happened regarding the
2006 World Cup bid," Blatter
told a media t:nnilt.'renre,

"South Africans must re-
member they have not lost
completely. You won the credi-
bility and the respect of the
world and did not lose because
you were not competitive
enough.”

Blatter said South Africa lost
because of an limbalance within
the 24-member FIFA executive
decides World
Cup hosts. Europe has eight
votes and Africa only four.

He added that a special FIFA

congress In Argentina during
July would debate rotating the
World Cup between continents
to avold a repeat of the 2006

bid debacle.
Serie A
Perugia blank
Reggina

MILAN, Jan 28: Perugia de-
feated Reggina 2-0 in the [talian
First Division Saturday night to
consolidate their midtable po-
sition and worsen the relegation
plight of the team from Reggio
Calabria. reports AFP.

Defender Marco Materazzi
put Perugia ahead from the
penalty spot after 20 minutes.

It was another fine perform-!

ance by the highly rated former
Everton defender who this week
turned down a move from Ger-
man  giants Bavern Municl.
insisting he would only con-
sider a move to an ltalian club.

Seven minutes before the
interval  Perugia®  plavinaker
Fabio Liverani. also being
watched by several leading
clubs. made it 2-0 for Serse
Cosmi's oultfit.

Korean midfielder Ahn-Jung
Hwan came on as a substitute
for Perugia’s Luca Saudati in
the second half and things got
worse for Reggina when Lorenzo
Stovini was dismissed with 16
minutes remaining.

It was just what the doctor
ordered for Perugia whose re-
cent good formm had come un-
done with consecutive defeats
at the hands of Brescia and
Juventus.

Earlier Saturday Lecce were
held 0-O at home by Bologna
whose Argentinian striker Julio
Cruz had a goal disallowed for
handball,

Bologna coach Francesco
Guidolin admitted: "l would not
have liked to win like that.”

His Lecce counterpart Al-
berto Cavasin was equally
philosophical, saying: "We gave
everything but Bologna de-
fended in depth and with
pride.”

Sunday's programme  will

see leaders AS Roma bid to
defend their three-point lead af
the top of the division when
they host Napoli.

Second-placed Juventus
host Vicenza while the clash
between fourth-placed Fioren-
tina and third-placed defending
champions Lazio is the pick of
the weekend games.

Greek international

hurt in car crash

ATHENS, Jan 28: Greek in-
ternational defender Giorgos
Amanatidls was seriously in-
Jured in a car accident lhere
Saturday after returning from
training with club Olyinplakos,
reports AFP.

Amanatidis, 31, was rushed
to the Tzanntos Hospital in
Piraeus where his condition
was listed as serious following
the smash

He was undergoing tests ‘in
the emergency room of the hos-
pital to determine il surgery is
needed. He reportedly had head
and chest injuries.

Press reports said Amanati-
dis was driving his car from the
Olyvmpiakos practice field when
he lost control of the vehicle in
wel condltions and smashed
into an electrical utility pole at
G:45 p.m. local time.

Amanatidis has played for
Olymplakos since 1992 and
has played for the national
team nine times, Reports this
week had linked the player with
a move to French side Lyon.
with Dutch giants Dutch Ajax
Amsterdam and Spain's Valen-
cia also believed fo be inter-
ested,

French First Division

PﬁRlS !.’H:” 28
Unfashionable Li-
lle, who were pro-
moted last sun-
mer, went top of
the French ehan-
Plonship on Saturday after a 4-
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after hein% 1-0 up.

A double by Dagul Bakari
inspired Lille to a comprehen-
sive victory over a St Etienne
side who were going down to
their fourth successive away
defeat.
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Jean Guy Wallemme (L) of Saint Etienne puts pressure on
Lille striker Dagui Bakari during their French First Division

encounter at Lille on January 27.

I thrashing of former giants St
Etienne, reports AFP.

Lille, who won the
their two titles back in 1954,
lead on goal difference from
Nantes after they were beaten
3-1 by Lyon.

Bordeaux' 3-0 defeat of the
other fallen giants of French
football, Marseille. on Friday
lifted them to within a point of
Nantes.

HHowever, their successors as
'rencehi ehampions  Monaco
slipped deeper into the relega-
tion mire beaten 2-1 by fellow
relegation contenders Toulouse

last of

--AFP photo

Les Verts look set for a long
hard fight against relegation
should their appeal against
being docked seven polnts over
the false passport affair fail.

Doubles were the order of
fthe day as Lyon’ French inter-
national winger Vikash Dhora-
soo grabbed two and Steed
Malbranque the other to see off
the 'Canaries’. who scored
throngh Nicolas Gillet and
missed a penalty to make it 2-2
when Stephane Ziani smacked
his effort against the crossbar.

Malbranque scored the pick
of the goals to put Lvon 2-1 up

ard Cisse

Antoaett

Lille romp to top

in the 60th minute with a bril-
liant solo effort,
He picked up a loose ball in

midfield and charged into the

Nantes penalty area where the
ball bounced favourably off two
defenders before he rounded a
(hird and goalkeeper Mickael
Landreau to slot into an empty
goal.

A spectacular goal by Edu-
gave Parls Saint
Germaln only their second win
since the refum of coach Luis
Fernandez, a 1-0 verdiet over
Lens leaving the onetime league
leaders with just two points
from their last 15 and coach
Rolland Courbis looking set for
another trophyless season.

Monaco took the lead
through record signing Burun-
dian striker Shabani Nonda,
who had just returned from a
llliﬁ{]l injury.

|

OWEVET,

Toulouse, who

have only lost two of their last

11, struck back shortly before
halftime as 'keeper Jean-Marie

Aubry hesitated to come for a
cornier and allowed Colombian
ace Victor Bonilla to put the

ball into the net.
The Colombian international

added a second in the second-
half to go top of the scorer's

standings with 12 goals and
leave the champions with only
three wins in their last 13
matches.

Bastia showed no ill eflects
from having their coach Fredric

bained from the
tonchline for six monthis - threse

of them suspendoed - comin
from behind to beat Rennes 2-
and move to within two points
of Lille,

Slrashﬂur% stayed bottom -
five points adrift of Toulouse -
despite a thrilling 3-3 draw with

Troyes and look all but
doomed.
On Friday a double from

Laurent Batlles, who came on
as a first-half Bordeaux sub-
stitute for the injured Sylvain
Legwinski, struck in first-half
injury-time and in the 61st
minute to take his seasonal
total to three, all against Mar-
seille.

Bordeaux World Cup-
winning striker Christophe
Dugarry had set the ball rolling
against his former club with a
24th minute header to maintain
Marseille’s woelul record of not
having won in Bordeaux in 23
years.

Uncertainty over Lebouf «

English  Premier-
ship club Chelsea
said on Sunday

they had agreed a
three-million-pon-
nd (4.4 -willion-dollar) deal witl
French. chhiampions Monaco to
sell defender Frank Leboeuf.
reports AFP.

But Monaco president Jean-
Lounis Campora denied the re-
port.

‘I deny this report and I
maintain that Leboeuf no longer
interests us,” he said. |

The 33-year-old French in-
ternational Leboeuf is keen to
return home and a deal must
be done by Wednesday. the
French transfer deadline.

Monaco raised their initial
bid of two million pounds and
Chelsea found a replacement in
signing 25-year-old South Afri-
can
erre Issa on a three-month loan
with a view to a permanent
deal.

Chelsea managing director
Colin Hutchinson told Club-
Call: "Monaco are still keen to
take Frank. He definitely wants
to go there,

"The transfer window in
France closes on January 31
and we have now got a deal
with Monaco.

‘But they have to do one or
fwo hits and pieces at their end
before the deal can progress.

"Frank is fully aware ol the
picture. Chelsea have made it
possible for him to go, but it's
now up to Monaco to come (0

: LONDON., Janix 28.: ' |

international defender Pi-

1S ;':mtl Sa\y that
conclude the deal.”

Leboeuf, who arrived at
Chelsea in June 1996 for 2.5
million pounds, made his name
at Stamford Bridge but has

been critical of Englishi football
on several occasions.

o

While he was a fundamental
part ol Chelsea’s emergelce
Into a Premiership force. he has
been haunted by his appear-
ance on a British television quiz
shhow in which he was talked
into repeating the phrase "1 won
the World Cup”,

Leboeuf was i(n Chelsea's
squad for Sunday's FA Cup
fourth-round tie at Gillingham
but had been uunlikely to start
after falling out of favour witl
coach Claudio Ranieri.
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While Leboeuf is currently in
the French national side fol-
lowing the intermational retire-
ment of Laurent Blanc, the
cmergence at Chelsea of centre-
back John Terry has pushed
lrint‘out of the first team.

Monaco are currently lan-
guishing in 14th place in the
French First Division and lost
2-1 to relegation candidates
Toulouse on Saturday.

Saudis want
Santrac

BELGRADE. Jan 28: Former
Yugoslavia coach  Slobodan
Santrac is considering an offer
to coach Saudi Arabla's na-
tional team after rejecting a
similar offer to lead China's
team. Belgrade daily newspaper
Glas Javnosti reported Sunday,
reports AFP.

Santrac. who took Shandong
Luneng to the Chinese First
Division title in 1999, has re-
portedly rejected China's offer
in order to consider other jobs,
the daily said.

Among those offers is one
from Saudi Arabia to take over
from Nassr Al Johar, the daily
said. '

If Santrac accepts the job.
lie would take over in time for
Saudi Arabia's World Cup
qualifying match against Mon-
golia on February 8, it added.

It was unclear whether San-
trac would accept the offer.

[smael Urznjz (L), the Atletic Bilbao striker locked in a tussle
with Deportivo La Coruna’s Luis Miguel Ramis during their

Primera Liga game at Bilbao on Januray 27.

~-AFP photo

\Barcelona's city rivals Es

Primera Liga
Challengers
drop points

MADRID. Jan 28: Barcelona

and Deportivo La Coruna
missed the chance to crank up
the pressure on Spanish

league-leaders Real Madrid on
Saturday. both teams eking out
disappointing draws, repors
AFP.

Deportivo fought back from
2-0 down away at Athletic Bil-
bao, Dutch international striker
Roy Makaay scoring a brace to
earn the reigning champions a
point against the Basque side.

Makaay struck in the 36th
and 39th minutes after Athletic
had taken the lead through
early goals from Inigo Larrain-
zar and Aitor Larrazabal.

The result left Deportivo four
points behind leaders Real Ma-
drid in the title-race.

Real can go seven points
clear if they defeat Valencia in
Sunday’s match.

Meanwhile Real's arch-rivals
Barcelona also had to settle for
just one point on Saturday.
playing out a goalless draw
away at Malaga.

In Saturday's other maitch
nyol

thrashed Real Zaragoza 5-0 to

move up the table to ninth
place.

e e o ——




