ke i R

L

DHAKA, MONDAY, JANUARY 29. 2001

e T e

e e SRR TR BN =

FOCUS

Bangladesh-USA Relationship: Some Facts and Factors

Abdul Quader Chowdhury writes from Montreal

OST countries in the

world give their relations

with the USA a top prior-
ity. The collapse of the world
communist power and the weak-
ening of the Non-Alliance Move-
ment cleared the way for the USA
to become sole superpower. Peo-
ple today don't talk much about
Imperialism but Globalization.
High-tech based globalization
through the free market network
put the USA In such a position
that gives it advantage to influ-
ence and control the affairs and
behaviours of other nations. And,
historically, a special attention is
focused on the Bangladesh-USA
relationship.

The US is the Bangladesh's
largest single trading partner and
one of its largest foreign inves-
tors, with current investment of
about $750 million. Bilateral
relationship is based on a large
US food and economic aid
programme which began as emer-
gency rellel in the seventies. The
US appreciates Bangladesh's
moderate role in international
forums like the G-77, the Non-
Aligned Movement, and the OIC.
The two countries’ militaries have
shared a warm and mutually
beneficial relationship. Bangla-
desh supported the USA during
the Desert Shield operations (the
Gull War) and provided troops for
the coalition. Bangladesh also
sent trained manpower to differ-
ent parts of world like African
nations and Balkan region under
the US led UN peacekeeping
forces. They worked side by side
when the US naval task force
provided assistance after the
devastating April 1991 cyclone in
Bangladesh. The reliel efforts of
the US marines and sailors are
credited with having saved as
many as 200.000 lives. All these
contributed to our current rela-
tions. with the USA to grow stron-
ger and closer.

What made Bangladesh,
apparently. so important to the
USA? As a whole, Asia recently
emerged as a potential market for.
and as skilled / hall-skilled cheap
labour supplier to the G-7 world.
On the verge of the competition
with EU, the USA is tryving to suck
this type of prospect from Bangla-
desh. The natural resources of
Bangladesh also lure the USA's
imvestment in the power and
energy sector for the South Asian

tional politics. Bangladesh's
position on the trade route
between Europe and the Far-east
via Mediterranean, the Red sea,
the Indian Ocean and the straight
of Malacca provides her a favour-
able commerclal connection with
rest of the world.

The historical backgrounds of
the USA's relationship is also
important to study and grasp
lessons therefrom in order to
formulate our foreign policy
ensuring that our national inter-
ests and Integrity are well
secured, The then Nixon adminis-
tration was against our Inde-
pendence War of 1971. There
were numerous reasons. That era
was characterised by the cold war

highly controversial “"gunboat
diplomacy”, Buat, as the Anderson
Papers subsequently disclosed
that after the first week of Decem-
ber Bangladesh was a Jail
accoml(, the Nixon administration
drawn a closed door decislon that
Bangladesh would need a large
scale forelgn ald; and by extend-
ing the ald, a sphere of US Influ-
ence would be established in
Bangladesh.

In 1972, the USA recognized
Bangladesh as an independent
nation in the world and kept to
economically help us In various
ways with a sort of political con-
servatism. The father ol the
nation Sheitkh Mujibur Rahman
visited the USA. specilically the
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alternatively view that the USA's
and donors' friendship, not the
native voters, 1s one of the deter-
mining factors of gaining the state
power. The mass peoplé are fed
up with corrupt politiclans and
frustrated with their mean poll-
ties. In any domestic crisis, big
partles seek help (interference)
from western ambassadors and
representatives in Dhaka to get
thelr political problems solved!
That's why, the western envoys In
Dhaka take advantages to Inter
fere into our domestic politics In
the name of helping develop the
environment for more foreign aids
and investments in Bangladesh,
This Is our national image and
prestige issue. Normally, these
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In the year 2000, the US President Bill Clinton and Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina exchanged state visits,

between (wo super powers (USA
and USSR) that made US policy
far deep rooted in the anti-
Communist Asian politics. Spe-
cifically, after the murder (1953)
of then Pak PM, Liaquat Ali Khan,
Pakistan government signed
military pacts with the USA called
the SEATO and the CENTO. Then
the USA thought that Pakistan
could be a good channel to com-
municate with the Muslim world,
perhaps even in building relation-
ship with China. On the other
hand, Pakistan thought that it
could get help from the USA to
protect its national geographical

UNO, in October 1974, However,
that visit didn't produce any
positive breakthrough In our
relations with the USA. In August
1975, Mujib was brutally assassi-
nated in a coup d' elate by a group
of hostile Army ollicers. Reaping
the benelits out of that situation.
a section of the military and civil
bureaucrats lormed series of
governments afterward and tried
their best to establish a closer
relation with the USA. First the
Zia government and then the
Ershad government perused the
free economic policy opening our
unorganized market to the foreign

are nol supposed to be the way ol
upholding and strengthening our
national sovereignty. The main
reason for Lhis is that the politi-
cilans do not give the nation's
interests maximum priorily over
their party or personal interests
But a country like Bangladesh
needs a steady, unique, foreign
policy based on national consen
sus processed in parliament with
the participation of major parties.
Change in government must not
and should not change this pol
icy. Foreign Minister should be
such a personality who has best
professional qualities, modern

infrastructure building and ser-
vice sectors; 2) Increased sclen-
tifie, IT, communication technol-
ogy and management skill trans-
fer to upgrade our huge human
resources and decrease other
burden some alds/loans: 3)
Investment of capital, knowledge
and technology in our poor medl-
cal and educational sector (o
reduce wastage of our valuable
human energy which Is widely
recognized abroad as an Impor-
tant asset for national develop-
ment.

The recent development in
Eurasian regional politics that
needs timely and proper attention
Is that there Is a growing trend of
emergence of a new axis compris-
Ing Russia-China-India which Is
likely to be parallel to the USA
axis In Asla or even in the world.
So, Bangladesh should address it
carefully and properly. Some
experts suggest that Bangladesh
should take more efforts to con-
struct a solld relation with Russia
and to consolidate it with China
without ignoring the same with
India. The expatriates of China
and India significantly contrib-
uted in their home countries’
recent tremendous development
in the ways of 1) transferring
capital, technology etc.; 2) boost-
Iing Import-export trade; 3) lobby-
ing with respective foreign
county's political, business,
experts and academic giants for
their home-country's interests.
The embassies of those respective
nations actively helped to orga-
nize such a positive environment
in the USA and all over Europe.
But, the Bangladesh government
and some non-government agen-
cles and groups unfortunately are
not doing such job enough in the
weslern countries. Seclarian
grouping and personal power
clashes are the usual community
aclivities of some people abroad
while only handful are trying to do
something constructive for our
motherland.

The USA is interested in our
huge natural and human
resources. To malerialize our
goal, we can take advantage ol it.
Our government should address
it In a right way at the right time.
In the vear 2000, the US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and Bangladesh
PM Sheikh Hasina exchanged
state The purpose of
Clinton’s visit was clear: 1) pur
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Affirmations: Reflections on the
Death of My Mother

HERE Is a chill wild wind

raging through the empty

room that Is my heart today.
And like loose sheets of paper, |
feel my old self scattered away. It
Is three weeks since my mother,
Hamida Nazir Ahmad (Talky)
passed away at the untimely age
of 68 from a cardiac arresl In
Dhaka. 1 am back in Rome from
the funeral, and now that the
howling Inside my soul has sub-
sided somewhal, | try to listen to
the volce of my mind and attempt
to understand my pain, explain
my bewllderment, asess my loss.

I realize that I musl reinvent
myselfl for having lost my father
earller, | am now a reduced,
depleted person: no longer a
daughter, no more someone's
child. Some vital links In the
chain of my existence have been
removed, and I feel suddenly
anchorless, adrift and utterly
alone in a metaphysical sense.
The truths of my life have turned
to lies. My history is lost; | am now
a book of unreliable memories. |
look back and they are gone,
those famillar landmarks: my
parents! And my mother, whom |
considered the indelible fact of
my life, has been so easily erased!

So who am I, and how real am
Ithis child of shadowy memories,
of figments from the past? And
who was she, the woman with the
frozen expression we buried? And
the body we consecrated to the
grave? How could it have given
me birth, given me life. and then
vanished into the earth as if she
never existed, as il death were a
casual trip to be undertaken
without saying goodbye? If my
life-giver were insubstantial as a
bubble, what did that make me?
Today, 1 am an unreasonable,
questioning child walling to be
picked up and comforted with
answers.

Alter the prayers and religious
rituals that quieten my pain and
tame the winds, | sit within my
desolation and take stock of my
bereavement. What | see is a
flapping tent whose main pegs
have gone. The love and support
of family and friends keep the
tent in place. Still, for now, it's a
chill and windy place where my
grief abides. '

The death ol a father leaves 2
gaping hole in vour life, changes
the physical circumstances of
yvour world and causes emotional
upheavals, but since we are born
OF our mothers, the effects of her
death are [ar reaching, changing
all the equations of our inner self:
her negation blurs and threatens
to negate, the delining lines of our
own existence and identity. We
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and the unravelling of our own
selves starts.

In the first week of mourning, at
odd moments. 1 would feel an
irrepressible urge Lo phone my
mother or write to her, as if she
were only gone away on a trip.
Then a sea of sllence would erash
around me and like Rilke compos-
Ing the first lines of his Duino
Elegies at the castle on the sea
near Trieste, | too, wanted to
shout: 'If 1 erled out, who would
hear me up there, among the
angelic orders?

But somehow, stumblingly,
from the wilderness of my sorrow.
| found again and again that I had
been heard. The volce of the wind
has returned to me with a differ-
ent, comforting kind of silence:
now, I constantly feel the spiritual

resence of my mother, like a

lessing. Ever since she passed
away, she has been working small
miracles for me, easing my every-
day problems, smoothing my life. |
[eel she 1s even closer now than
before. She is with me all the time,
in my Intuitions, Insights,
thoughts, feelings and actions. |
am now convinced that death Is
not an end; it's merely a transfor-
mation.

The other day, after I got back to
Rome from Dhaka, | stepped onto
the terrace of my home, It was a
sublime spring-like day. But my
heart was bitter with sorrow and
regretl that 1 had failed (o bring her
here to my home, as we had
lanned. ] wished she could have
een beside me that very minute,
lo share the beauly of the unsea
sonably warm day. In tears | kept
repeating, ‘'And now she is gone.
She will never be here...' | turned
lo go in when | felt a tug. My shawl
was being pulled from behind, |
stopped. The tassels of my
Pashmina were caught in a prickly
dried-up rose bush. I bent
lowards the thorny plant to loosen
my shawl. Then | saw: tiny prick
les of new life nudging out in the
dead ol winter, too minuscule for
me to notice from way up, but
clearly visible as I bent low. There
it was, the testament of the endur
ing miracle ol life, the supreme
lorce and well spring of God into
which all of us flow. Nothing dies,
we are translated into the eternal
i'ﬂ_"u' mother was eve I where
around me and with me

Even in death, my mother. a
spiritual woman who died auspi
ciously on a Friday in the act of
getting up from her prayers, con
tinues to enrich and nourish me
with a deeper and different kind of
Jr'xIIi'}‘.'.]"{i;_lt‘ Even as | am comin

returned to the physical nor-
malcy of life with a full, serene
and re-educated heart. The con-
cept that grief and joy are con-

{;ﬂnccl aspects was something |

ad always learned to acknowl-
edged at an Intellectual and
philosophical level, but now |
accept It wholeheartedly as an
opening of my Inner eye, a gift of -
my mother.

In another life, when my
mother was allve and | was inno-
cent of death, I read the German
poet Rilke with my head. Today,
as | read him with my heart, I
know exactly what he means,
Once, to his Polish translator he
sald about life and death: "To
admit the one without the other
Is...a limitation that in the end
excludes all infinity. Death s the
side of life that Is turned away
from us; we must try to achieve
the fullest consclousness of our
existence, which Is at home in the
lwo unseparaled realms. inex-
haustibly nourished by both...
The true figure of life extends
through both domains, the blood
of the mightiest circulation drives
through both; there is neither a
here nor a beyond, but the greater
unity.. Transience everywhere
plunges into a deep being.”

| cannot add more to it. The
inter-penetration of life and

death... the eternal life of the
spirit... the release of the soul,
alter the body dies, into the

greater freedom of God... these
are ideas that waft at me through
my mother's f)l'f.‘bt‘l’l('{‘ in my
heart. We clutch at straws, but |
prefer this thatched straw hut of
my [aith to the wind swept tent of
my vulnerable self.

| wanted quick cures for my
vain, ready answers o life’s terri-
ving mysteries. But life has to be
llved fully and joyously, and
death too has 10 be accepted
similarly as an integral part of
life, not its end. When it comes, in
whatever form, death is another
beginning, the start of the soul's
new journey. It's my [N‘rsmm}
belief now, culled from my private
griel, that just as the pain of child
birth creates a new life. drags
jorth the howling babv from the
blind salety of the known world of
the womb into the terrifving
unknown, thus must the parox-
YSITS of death create a newer,
more periect and eternal life, of
which our ignorance produces in
us our sense of terror, sorrow and
insecurity, makes ol us the wail
ing, inconsolable baby

M ETI1€E] IS [:T}‘Ht'u' and it is };'ll‘
long. | will miss my mother thé
end of my days, but in spirit, | feel

no longer alone, nor afraid of the
LUnNkKnows Mv mother and I
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