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Attack on Press Again

T seems that we, the people in the press, have

become the most vulnerable group of professionals
in the country right now. The profession of
journalism has never been risk-free. And we don't
expect it to be so nor do we have any complaint
whatsoever against this. We have accepted such a
hazard as the price we must pay to uphold the basic
|tenet of journalism - the people's right to know.

However, the increasing incidence of intimidation
against, and manhandling and even Killing of
|pressmen across the country testifies to one

disconcerting fact: the fourth estate is under threat
and does not feel secure in the discharge of its
duties. Unfortunately, most of the attacks on the
press in recent times have been either carried out or
engineered ironically by leaders and activists of the
ruling party, which came to power with a vow to
establish rule of law and protect {reedom of press in
the country.

Last Thursday's attack on UNB's Fenl
correspondent Tipu Sultan, reportedly led by two
local leaders of the ruling party-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), has once again proved that
neither rule of law nor freedom of press has been
established. Tipu was picked up by a group of people
from the Trunk Road, taken to the District Council
Square and mercilessly beaten up. As surgeons at
the National Orthopaedic Hospital tried to fix his
badly damaged limbs, the assailants roamed around
in Feni town. Even worse, a case has been lodged in
this connection against people who have had no
connection whatsoever with the incident - some
leaders and activists of a major opposition political
party. The accused in the case reportedly irked a
local MP, a ruling party stalwart who has frequently
hogged headlines unfailingly for the wrong reason.
Needless to say, actual perpetrators of the heinous
attack are his lieutenants, certain members of the
committee he had formed earlier on. Tipu, we hope,
may survive the attack, not without scars though.
Doctors say he would have difficulty working with
his left hand. However, the wounds would run
deeper than that, deep into our collective psyche.
While the Prime Minister and her government have
publicly claimed to have ensured rule of law and
freedom of press in the country, some of her loyalists
have established a reign of terror in their respective
areas. Anyone opposing them in any way has been
brutally dealt with. Members of the press have not
been spared either. Issuance of a ‘death warrant
against a Prothom Alo correspondent by a Laxmipur
legislator of the Awami who is also a state minister
for showing the temerity to carry a ‘damaging’ report
against him is not a memory of the distant past.
When the pressmen are not safe from the unruly and
unlawful hands of the ruling party loyalists, how
could people expect justice in the case of Shamsur
Rahman, the Daily Janakantha staff correspondent
who was gunned down in broad daylight reportedly
by members of outlawed political parties?

The government has played the custodian all
right; but not of law or of freedom to express in many
cases. It has been in some cases, the protector of
those who impinged on the people's right to know
and express, and not quite infrequently at that, too.
If no action is taken against Tipu's tormentors right
away, including the lawmaker who inspired violation
of law, we would have no choice but to infer that
freedom of press is not a priority for the government.

Managing Waste in
Dhaka City

XPERTS at a roundtable discussion have
Eproﬁded valuable inputs on the critical issue of
waste management in Dhaka city. That this is a
critical issue must be underscored, for waste in all
its manifestations needs to be managed with precise
and comprehensive insight into its impact on the
environment and life-support systems. We fully
endorse the roundtable’s call for the Department of
Environment (DOE) to play a more effective part in
waste management. The DOE's involvement is
warranted by the fact that waste accrues from
various sources, including ciinical or medical waste,
industrial waste and solid household waste. What
must be managed, therefore, is not just household
refuse, but also hazardous and non-bicdegradable,
chemical and toxic waste. These must be collected,
dispatched and disposed of, without endangering the
environment. The DOE should be adequately
equipped with technical staff and duly empowered to
take on a greater share of this responsibility.

From the air we breathe to the food we consume,
from the water we drink or use for various purposes,
to the abodes we adopt for habitation, all have been
placed at high risk. All because of slip-shod waste
management. The prime responsibility for this state
of affairs rests on the DCC, which has been unable
fo come to grips with even the most basic aspects of
waste management, namely timely collection and
safe disposal of the city's garbage. Inhabitants of
Dhaka are exposed to open dumpsters containing
mounds of rotting garbage that offer a breeding
ground for scavengers. Both man and beast pollute
the air and the environs indiscriminately. We have
already suggested in this newspaper that the private
sector needs to be drawn into the waste management
plan on a more active basis and we do so again.

At the same time, as the roundtable also
concluded, a vast range of government and non-
governmental bodies must be pulled into the waste
management net so that knowledge-based initiatives
and activities could ensue to set things right.
Initiatives such as the Bio-safety Act, formulated by
the Ministry of Science and Technology, have borne
little fruit, because basic standards of cleanliness
have not been adopted by the garbage collection
units of the DCC. The provisions of this Act must
be disseminated to and comprehended by DCC and
other public and private bodies as well.

What is needed to accomplish this undoubtedly
demanding task of waste management is the
establishment of one coordinating body that will be
Ifully empowered and adequately equipped with
{technical expertise as well. We call upon the top
{leadership to take an initiative and set up this body
without any more delay. This body should formulate
and monitor a comprehensive waste management
policy and severely penalise lapses. It should evolve
jcoordinated mechanisms for waste management on a
|holistic basls, accounting for the diversity of
‘Imaterial, as well as overlapping constituencies. As
jwe have noted, the DCC has failed to fulfil its limited
‘|mandate. The bottomline calls for action from the top
{in order to provide a minimum quality of life for the
inhabitants of this metropolis.
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HEN Vladimir Putin, the
lttle-known KGB man
was elected the presi-

dent of Russia In March, 2000
with a comfortable 53 percent of
the votes lew belleved that he
could restore his country's for-
tune. Now there are cheerful
signs In Russia In less than a
year. The economy has picked up
with a growth rate of 3,2 per cent
last year and foreign currency
reserve rising 81 bn a month in a
country that defaulted on the
payment of loan in 1998 and
devalued the rouble by 75 per
cent.

For all the jolts of post ten
years the market Is at work and
the standards are rising. The
inflation is under control, more
taxes are collected. The rouble Is
stable and the public finances are
looking healthy at least by Rus-
sian standard. The economy Is
sustained by high prices since
early 1999 for oil and other mate-
rial exports which create a
remarkable trade surplus. As a
result of Inflation and devalua-
tion, the $5.5 bn the government
raises annually from the energy
sector is worth twice as much as
I8 months ago. Putin had both
luck and good judgement to turn
his country round. With that the
transitionary  period from the
Soviet days Lo a resurgent Russia
that started with the advent of
Boris Yeltsin ten years ago seems
lo be over. The continuing eco
nomic problem will make the
resurgence ol Russia take much
longer than it could have. bul
whal is ol significance at the
moment IS the context of Russia's
transformation.

Russlans define the trend of
this transformation in the context
o! Lheir Soviet-era experience.
"Russia missed the 20th century”
they argue. "Therelore Russia is
going back to 19th century to lind
duidelines for 21st century”. It is
a traumatic journey but Russia is
actually doing that by returning
lo its old tradition, although with
a modern twist, Russia, a history
conscious pgreat power is still
coming Lo grip with having
missed the 20th century.
Searching for its own identity and
destiny the nation is torn today
between the conflicting visions of
lLhe Russophiles and

il RO mq-m'rpr I T IR G

R g R AL ) ORI R G S G e v

Russia's Moment of Truth

In his April 2000 interview book 'First Person' Putin stated that
are part of West European Culture. No matter where our people liv

"Russia is a very diverse country but we
e, in the far East or in the South, we are

Europeans". He stressed that Russia will struggle to retain this posture against Western rejections and

despite conflicting temptations. The world is yet to comprehend, let alone

cance of Putin's decision.

appreciate, the historical signifi-

Eurasianists. In Russian view the
resolution of this self-devouring
conflict Is far more crucial than
the prospects of Russia's eco-
nomic recovery.

The Euraslanists want Russia
o rejoin the Orfent the China-led
Trans-Asian-Axis and contribute
to and benefit from its onslaught
against the Wesl. In contrast the
Russophiles are committed to
reviving Russia's traditional role
as the easlern flank of the civi-
lized world blocking the advance
ol a violent Orient the Mongols,
the Tartars and a Trans-Asian-
Axls in delence of Western Clvili-
zation which nelther recognised
nor appreciated Russia's hisloric
role. Both have had, neverthe-
less, a common proclivity in pol
nting to threats brewing up all

MPIEIRSPEICITIVIESS

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

around Russia from the West as
well as from the East,

The threats of the West are
fronically  from the quarters
whom the Russophile would like
to embrace In alllance the US
and her NATO allles. The US-
Inspired economic reforms, it is
alleged, has destroyed whatever
was left of the dilapldated Rus-
slan economy. The NATO expan-

slon castward and its subsequent
meddling in the Baltics and Cau-
casus raise serious doubt as Lo
the end of East-Wesl confronta-
tion In Europe. Moreover the US
interventonists policy In the
Balkans touched the Russians'
raw nerve over the viability of the
US' ‘clash of civilisation' doetrine
In which the Eastern churches
are on the 'wrong side’ of the

Putin with Blair during the former's visit to UK late last year: "We (Russians) are part of West

European culture..."

divide. The US efforts to prevent
Germany's improvement of rela-
tions as well as defence coopera-
ton with Russia su ts to
Moscow that the US sull remains
hostile and the Wesl in general is
still a source of strategic threat.

The Russophiles however
highlight the threats from the
East and a disproportionate fear
psychosis Is bullt up around
China's strategic, economic and
military rise. China's ensuing
cooperation with the Islamic
countries along the Trans-Asian-
Axis is also viewed with concern
by some In Moscow. China's
hostility towards India a close
and traditional ally 1s not well
taken by Russlans. The Chinese

embracing of Islamic militancy in

the Middle East has been causing
great apprehension in Moscow,
To Russophlles, China's penetra-
tion into former Soviet and now
CIS Central Asla constitutes an
encroachment on Russia's
sphere of vital interests,

Given the Current economic
woes of Russia as well as the
tribulations of its soclo-political
system Moscow cannot address
both the perceptions of threats
simultaneously and still recover
Russia from its present predica-
ment. Hence the great challenge
clucidated by the two Ideological-
political camps the Russophiles
and Euraslanists Is setting Rus-
sia’s priorities right. This Is not an
abstract notion. The unique
unrortance of these Ideological-
political camps lies In the inher-
ent characler of Russia's power
structure : the triangle of power
and the perpetual two-versus-
one dynamic,

In Soviet time the three poles
of the structure were the commu-
nist party, military-industrial
complex and the security organs.,
During Yeltsin period they were
the Russophiles (dominating the
defence establishment), the
Eurasianists (dominating the
foreign policy and foreign econ-

omy) and the Yeltsin

go
the Eurasianists because of the
immense profit made by the
'family’ from legal and ulll‘gl

transaction and money la -

ingetc,

Given the changed context,
Moscow's policy (n the Putin era
and beyond will have to be deter-
mined through the redefinition of
the e of . Two of the
three bodies, (he Russophiles
and Eurasjanists remaln
entrenched, albeit more distinct
and powerful because of overall
dynamics In Russia's national
security and economic posture.
The key question however
remains : what will be Pulin's
power base, the third pole of
power?

The last year's elections both
of Duma and the presidency as
well as the former composition
suggest that Pulin already
resolved Lo use the Duma as the
core his power base. The new
Duma s most diverse as far as
the political and ideological com-
position of its membership. The
Duma’s diversity makes the Putin
power base less Ideologically
rigid, less corrupt, more prag-
matic and pracucal. Given the
strength of Putin's Kremlin and
its Duma power base the key to
comprehending Russia's own
perception of the future lies in the
two-versus-one alliance, With the
ideclogical divide between the
Russophiles and Erasianists, the
future two-versus-one alliance
will be between the Duma and
one of these camps. Recently
Putin has defined his Vision of
Russia's destiny In Russophiles’
terms.

In his April 2000 interview
book ‘First Person’ Putin stated
that "Russia Is a very diverse
country but we are part of West
European Culture. No matter
where our people live, In the far
East or in the South, we are Euro-
peans”. He stressed that Russia
will struggle to retain this posture
against Western rejections and
despite conflicting templations.
The world Is yet 1o comprehend,
let alone appreciate, the histori-
cal significance of Putin's deci-
sion.
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Hunger and Politics in Bangladesh

by Shahed Latif

T'he Awami League's popularity or their sustainability in power is due to and will depend largely on the

thriving agriculture in the country. In recent years we have had an abundance of crops. This perhaps is the
best way for our government to stay popular.

HIS article on famine and
politics in Bangladesh has
io be introduced wilth a

shour recap on-ricé and agricul-
tural lands. I pray my audience
will bear with me as | lead to the
basis of my argument.

Bengal has traditionally been
known as the land of milk and
honey. The low flood plains are
ildeal lor growing rice. Dry winter
months give an additional irri-
gated rice crop. There are very few
agricultural regions in the world
with such plentiful land and
waler resources. There are a few
locations where one can grow rice
three times a year. Rice/paddy is
a highly labour intensive crop.

Now let us consider the short-
age of water. It is a veritable disas-
ter. Immediately following libera-
tion in December 1971, the Boro
crop was saved due to abundance
of rains. The rains that year were
a unique gift from God. Therealf-
ter, rains failed to appear. As a
consequence both jute and paddy
suffered heavily. No rain, no food.

And that is famine.

The liberation brought in a
creat deal of hope and plenty of
aspirations. | ask fellow citizens,
was lamine only the last thing you
expected to happen immediately

after liberation? | recall my fre-
quent visits to the milk shed
areas ol the country. Pabna
(Nagarbari Ghai) appeared to be
the worst hit. Yet the government
and the party circle remained
unmoved. It was a tragedy of the
worst kKind. In those days I was
busy with the implementation of
the Milk Vita project. My work
involved lield visits to the low
lands of Pabna, Manikganj and
greater Faridpur districts. What |
saw in those days as a govern-
ment servant can only be called
famine.

Amartya Sen, the Nobel Laure-
ate has, from statistical data and
analysis come to the conclusion
that during those years the coun-
try did posses food grains. The
problem was one of distribution.
The land less were priced out of
the market. The National Red
Cross was employed to clear dead
bodies from the streets of Dhaka.
The brutal truth is that govern-
ment accepled famine as unfortu-
nate bul inevitable and vyet it
wasn't a case of lack of supplies -
imported or otherwise.

This in my mind was the begin-
ning of the worst kind of politics
in the country. This was the birth
of our current governance prob-

lems. Incompetence of the gov-
ernment, complete and utter
inability to provide for ihe
masses, these traits can be linked
back to the famine of the early
70s. The most outrageous fact is
that we had a famine when food
supplies were available within the
country. Since those days | have
felt that the famine called for a
strong adverse reaction. And |
realise that we did have a strong
reaction, that of bad governance.
Our reaction to famine was sadly,
the pattern of politics that has
emerged in modern-day Bangla-
desh.

India gained Independence
from the British in 1947 and has
never met with a famine since. Of
course there have always been
sporadic incidents of death from
hunger and regions that suffer
chronic hunger and malnutri-
tion; but since 1947, India never
encountered famine. As a result,
a strong civil government
engaged in rules of law including
an effective judiciary could pre-
vall. However, Indla is an enor-
mous country and there are a
host of problems that besiege the
country including insurgency in
the north-eastern states and
communal violence that ignites at

the smallest provocation. Those
however are a dillerent slory.
What | am stressing here is the
lack of Bangladeésh-style gover-
nance problems inIndia. |

The day Bangabandhu was
assassinated was perhaps the
worst day ol our short history as a
nation state. The famine had
something to do with the growing
unpopularity of his government.
Famine produced the type of
politics that kept the Awami
League from power for over 21
years,

It may also be noted that pres-
ently the Awami League's popu-
larity or their sustlainability in
power is due to and will depend
largely on the thriving agriculture
in the country. In recent years we
have had an abundance of crops.
This perhaps is the best way for
our government to stay popular.
As for famine, 1 for one hope that
it is gone forever. May the age of
bright sunshine prevail ever after.

(The author has been seriously
il for quite some time. This piece (S
written while he continues Ilo
struggle against his illness. We
appreciate his continued effort to
bring vital issues of national inter-
est into public attention
- Editor)

Telephone Policy

Sir, The installation charges for
a lelephone in a small office or
home office is the highest in the
world: above Tk 20,000 including
special payments' to lacilitate the
installation. Why are the middle
being discriminated
against by the popular elected
government In this manner? In
len years, two elected regimes
have not found a way to stream-
line the long waliting list of new
subscribers. The government is
Keeping quiet about things like
this, and Instead is publicising
mini-projects such as the routine
digitalization of the district
cxchanges, failing (o mention
that there is no alternative, that is
why the routine work is being
done. It Is nol stating whether it is
voing o do away with the out-
dated line/cable system, and
adopt the [ixed wireless system in
the fulure. This hush-hush policy
Is not In the public interest. What
Is the problem? These days, a
lelephone is a technological right.

classes

Abul M Ahmac
Dhaka- 1207

Repulsive political
attitude

Sir, The Awami League's intol-
erance, of all opposing views from
all quarters Is simply repulsive.
Unless they learn (o develop
respect for opposing views, they
will ultimately weaken the party
as a political platform, as all
citizens are not, and cannol be,
Awami Leaguers.
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The way the party leader
reacted to vandalism in the High
Court premises implied that there
is no other side of the coin and the
honourable members of the bar
had suddenly gone berserk, and
did not understand anything,
even al this stage of thelr lives,
when they are mature middle
aved men!

The AL's worsl enemies are
some of the senior party members
themselves, who live in a world of
imagination, finding faull with
anyone who holds views different
from the party’'s views. The time
might be coming when mosl
citizens will be laughing at the
antics of AL, Already a large sec-
tion of non-political citizens are
led up with the monomanlacs,
who are adding to the decibel level
ol the polluted metropolis.

Perhaps we need an NGO to
open an Institution for the Reorl-
entation of the Political Cerebrum
(REPOLICE).

A Semi-sane Cilizen
Dheoka

Perfect Cover Drive

Sir, It was inspiring (o see the
photograph of an an under-13
boy executing a near perfect cover
drive during a tournament match
(The Daitly Star January 13). The
new nation-wide cricket coaching
scheme for yvoung people (under-
13s, under-15s, and under-17s)
Is a move In the right direction to
tap the vast potential ol talent
available in this crowded nation.
‘Catch them young” Is the rignt
motlo.

There Is a vast untapped mar-

ket for local mass production of
cricket gear In the country, but
the news about joint investment
in this global industry is scanty.
Artificial transportable matling
pitches can be mass produced
from jute fibre and coconut coir,
alter some Research and Devel-
opment (o ease the time spent
laying hundreds of natural
pitches on the soil, as this needs a
lot of funds and expertise. Cricket
in Bangladesh can bloom as did
the readymade garment industry.
Our young boys can deliver, and
bring laurels for the nation.

A Husnain
Dhaka

Genuine Freedom
Fighters

Sir, Thirly years have elapsed
and we are still fighting about the
list of genuine

freedom lighters! It would take
pages lo elaborate all the

points and circumstances that
led people to enroll as Freedom
Fighlers. Muktijuddo

which started as an act of
patriotlsm, adventure and comn-
pulsion turned

out to be a very good invest-
ment for many. The number of

enlisted Freedom Fighters
would be around 150,000. But
the most fmportant point is that
they were actively supported by
millions who provided them with -

food, shelter, Information etc.
All those good deeds of millions of
patriotic supporters have been
conveniently forgotten, Those In
service recelved two years ante-

dated seniority. This act was the
height of selfishness and was
responsible on many occasions
for severe breach ol discipline.

The story is the same f[or the
public sectors, governmental or
corporate. Thirty- percent quota
in all govternment and allied jobs
has been reserved for the Free-
dom Fighters. Even that was not
enough. The present Awami
League government made the
reserved quota available to the
wards ol the Freedom Fighters,
which when translated means
their supporters. Well, what is the
fault of the rest of the population,
which is more than riinety nine
percent. Does the country belong
to the Freedom Fighters only ?
What right does the govt. have 1o
deprive its cilizens from their
lawful right to employment. At
Lthe very onsel, thirty percent was
tloo big a quota. The Freedom
Fighters should have been given
land. money, as a reward but not
senfority In service or jobs.

A a few of the Freedom Fighter
officers refused to accept the
antedated seniority in 1972, Thal
should have been the rule not the
exception. Unfortunately our
Freedom Fighters and their men-
tors behaved extremely selfishly
and kept everything lor them-
selves only.

| appeal to the government that
for the sake of the country and for
justice , please stop being parti-
san, stop giving prelerential
treatment (o a small minority. Let
only the dictate of merit prevall.

Dr.S.Nasrullah
Dhaka

Making Mountains
of Molehills

by A Mawaz

The magnificent Parliament is a stony mansion
without the soul of the nation. Political parties
should be importers or exporters? The residents of
choked Dhaka are aware of another shortcoming:

choked politics needs a better political drainage '
system (bleeding is not drainage). Sy

HEN small minds strug-
gle to think big, they
turn, unwittingly, mole-

hills into mountains. As per
divine design, a human ecannot
look into his/her own face; and
the face reflected from a looking
glass is a reversed one. There are
lessons for those willing to
unlearn.

Examples are galore, and this
space need not be turned into a
list of bibliography. The cumula-
tive effect on the voters, during
the coming-elections, would be a
litmus paper test whether the
party is self-destructing itself
through overdoses of arrogance,
pride, intolerance, self-
indulgence, illusions, delusions,
and self-righteousness.

An inward-looking party can-
not look outward, and objec-
tively. A prisoner of agendas is in
a worse predicament. How to deal
with a political party out with a
(political) shopping list in a mar-
ket thriving on black currency
dominated by heavyweight VIP
bank-loan defaulters, in an envi-
ronment of structurally weak
political culture in the formative
stage of a new and strugghing
nation?

The misapplications of the SPA
(the latest one in Chittagong
against a standing MP; and still
later, the New Year's jig in the
HC), and the tirade against the
judiciary would not win over
extra voles in the name of 130
million duped souls. There is a
formal way of doing things, in
contrast with the autocratic
attitude of the despolic minds.
utterly intolerant of opposing
views. The party attitude (other
parties not excluded) makes a
mockery of the practice of good
politics in Dhaka.

If mastaani politics is the hard-
ware, then the soclety has to
develop the proper soltware for
the operating system of sane
politics of the future. Where are
the political programmers, and
where do they sit and work? The
magnificent Parliament is a stony
mansion without the soul of the
nation. Political parties should be
importers or exporters? The
residents of choked Dhaka are
aware ol another shortcoming:
choked politics needs a better
political drainage system (bleed-
ing is not dralnage).

No place to sit, and standing
for long periods introduces
stress, showing cracks in the
political foundation. Pliable
politics resists dynamically the
brittleness of rigid stands. Sporty
shoes increase springiness and
mobility. When the political
leaders do not feel safe and
secure, the sense ol security
cannot be transferred to the
masses and the followers.

There are two types of gaps in
such a situstison:
communicational, and techno-
logical. The third gap is the ad hoe
growth of a systems network
which has failed (o pass the com-
missioning tests time and again
during the past decades, How the

viclims of an environment can
control and improve the very
polluted environment in which
they live? It is a horse-and-cart
issue on which the political lead-
ers are not very forthcoming.

Today bad politics is led by the
armed internal activists, and the
control is simply not there (who
control the Control Room?).
Change of personnel cannot
provide solutions, unless and
until the very political environ-
ment is changed. The present
political leaders cannot bring
about this basic change, as they
have become the victims of the
prevailing entrapped atmo-
sphere. Violence and intolerance
have to go, before appeals. from
inside and outside, could be
effective. It is a classical situation
: Who will bell the cat?

As man is mortal, so is a
regime. Life has cycles of change
(no straight-line on the graph
paper), and the cycles in politics
cannot be ignored. A former
British prime minister forecast a
30-year cycle in political change;
and we are facing a 30-vear inter-
val. There is no linearity in poli-
tics. A specific mission is for a
specific period, before the pause
takes over. All political parties.
and politicians, have equal
rights, for equal opportunities.
There is no such ghost as
enforced rights.

Equalizers do not seem {(o
operate in Dhaka. That has some-
thing to do with the frequency
response of palitics. How to mea-
sure political fidelity? The fre-
quency response curve is not {lat
(the boomning bass prevalls), and
the output is highly distorted;
and, it is out of tune. The aural

ge is nauseating. The local
political culture is due for a BMR.
(not BMRE). Noise has no Infor-
mation content, hence the mes-
sage does not get through. If the
politicians overlook the basics,
the nation has to go through a
period of forced labour to redo
the homework. The discredits are
heaped upon whom? the volers
might as well ask.

Puritanism in politics is intro-
duced when is taken too serl-
onsly. In other words. our politics
is passing through a phase of
political fundamentalism, out-
wardly grovelling in the artificial
scintillation of democratic jewel-
lery. It is therefore not surprising
that the mole in the others’ eyeis
pointed out, hardly leaving any
room lor tolerance:

The local polities Is facing
traflic jams as we notice on the
streets ol the metropolis (there
are hardly any roads, technically
speaking). The political drivers
could be honourably compared
with the unlicensed drivers of the*
unlicensed vehicles. Ultimately,
there is one lesson (o be learned:
if freedom comes in mere nine
months. then the compensation

has to be paid for in t

decades, if not longer. The inevi-
table Law of Compensation

means, fair or foul.

cannot be bypassed, by amy




