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'Wahid could
be involved
In one scam'

JAKARTA, Jan 27 : The major-
ity of an Indonesian parliamen-
lary commission probing a pair of
financial scandals think Presi-
dent Abdurrahman Wahid might
be implicated in one of them.
reports sald today, says AFP. _

A secret vote among 44 of the
50 commission members showed
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orid sends condolences E
) India after killer quake

ELHI, Jan 27 : Messages of condolence and offers of aid
toarrive in India rom around the world today in the wake of

stating earthquake in the western state of Gujarat, reports

J lﬁst 7,000 people were feared dead aller the worst quake to hit
dia in 50 years struck the nation as it celebrated the Republic Day

B |

Bangladesh added its volce, with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
Wajed saying she and her government were "deeply shocked.”

Britain, which has a large Indian community, immediately pledged
three million pounds (4.5 million dollars) in ald following the disaster.

A 60-strong search and rescue tearmn was on standby to fly to Indla to

help find survivors in the rubble, Britain's international development
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r » (4 "-r.'s - deparlnwn[ sald. 33 belleved Wahid could 'tmrj
5- ~ Among the first to offer condolences was the leader of India’s peren- For British Indians with loved ones in the region, there was little to suspected of having played a role®

| nm%emhmal Pakistan. do but wait and hope for the best. In the so-called "Bulogate” affatr,
| - e neighbours have fought three wars since their partition in 1947 J Shah, 37, from Lelcester, which has one of the biggest Asian the Kompas dally said.

ﬂm deeply at odds over the divided Himalayan stale of Kash-

In a letter to Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, Pakistan's
military ruler General Pervez Musharral said the “government and
grief of the bereaved families,”

"I have been saddened at the tragic loss of life and property in the
arge parts of India today."” he wrote, according to

people of Pakistan share the

earthquake which hit 1
a foreign ministry statement.

Pakistan was also heavily shaken by the earthquake, with the loss of

at least 10 lives,

China. with whom India has also quarrelled over their mutual bor-
der and other issues, expressed its sorrow as well,

In a letter to Indian President Kocherll Raman Narayanan, Chinese
lang Zemin gave his condolences and delivered his sympa-
thy to victims and their relatives. the official Xinhua news agency said.

Li Peng, chalrman of China's parliament, and Chinese Prime Minis-
ter Zhu Rongjl also sent condolences to their Indian counterparts.

President J

"1 am ve

tance.

George W,

elsewhere.”

Fopu ations in Britain, said she had spent the day trying to phone her

amily in Ahmedabad.

much concerned. 1 have everybody except my husband

and two children there. 1 have not been able to get in contact with my

[amily or my husband's famlly." she told Britain's Press Assoclation,
The United States added its condolences and also offered assls-

‘I am saddened by the news of the tragic earthquake centered In
Indla’s Gujarat state this morning,” a statement from US President
ush sald.

‘I extend my condolences and those of the American
familles of the many victims to the cities and villages of Gujarat and

ple to the

The Stale Department said an initial 25,000 dollars In emergency
ald had been released, with more following if requested.

Germany also offered financial assistance, with President Johannes
Rau assuring his Indian counterpart: "Germany will be solidly at your
side al this difficult time.”

Two killed as
snowfall hits
Tokyo hard

A woman looks for her belongings in the ruins of her house in Bound village in Bhuj district vesterday
following an 6.9 magnitude earthquake that struck northwestern India on Friday rendering thou-
sands homeless, The death toll from the earthquake that has affected much of western Indian state of

(Gujarat was expected to rise above 10,000, with another 33,000 injured,

- AFP photo

Rescuers clear rubble with bare
hands to reach survivors

e w——

The scandal involves 3.9 mil-
llon dollars taken last year from
the state logistics agency, Bulog,
allegedly by Wahid's masseur,
Alip Agung Suwondo.

Ten other members belleved
there were strong Indications
close friends of the president had
made use of their relationships
with the head of state to oblain
the funds. One member
abstained.

The secret ballot was taken by
the special commission. set up by
the People’s Representative Coun-
cll (DPR) or lower house of parlia-
ment, late on Friday evening. Six
members were absent.

No commission members were
prepared to talk 1o the press as
they came out from the vote,
newspapers sajid.

Nepal warns

e AHMEDABAD, India. Jan 27 : started, four people In my family the open., fearing aftershocks. agalnSt

vJan 27 : A rare heavy Rescuers cleared rubble with ran oul.” said Pherulal Shah, a Traumatised survivors from * .
snowfall blanketed Tokyo and bare hands under floodlights late  resident of the collapsed build- anothes serlously damaged resi- ]”ega] posseSSIOH
surrounding areas Saturday, Friday In a desperate race o Ing. dential building were crawling f'

snarling air and land traffic and reach buried survivors of a mas- “They are sale but mv grand amid the debris, calling out the O Weapons
leaving at least two dead and 179

injured. press and official reports
said, reports AFP.

Al Tokvo's Haneda airport,
295 domestic flights were cancel-
led as snow prevented landings or
take-offs but the suburban
Narita airport for international
traffic was operating as normal,
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sive earthquake that killed more
than 2.250 people in western
India, reports AFP.

The temblor, measured at
between 6.9 and 7.9 on the Rich-
ler scale by dilferent seismology
bureaux, stimck the stlate of
Gujarat early Friday and was felt

mother and my niece are buried,”
he added. A large crane stood
nearby with several ambulances.
Triveni Pandey, an army sol
dier, said: "We have rescued five
people and taken oul one dead
bocly.
The

|f‘l[l])l“l';l|lhl"[' 1 N

names ol missing family mem-
bers and shouting for help in
digging them oul.
We can hear people Inside and
are trving to rescue them.
sald one Irustrated relief worker.
Som HKrishna, a 26-year-old
executllve with a leading Indian

we

KATHMANDU, Jan 27 : The
Nepalese government has issued
a strong warning against the

| possession of any weapons with-
| out a license, stale-run radio said

today, reports AFP.
Quoting a notice issued by the

" T SR (R . - | across India as well as Pakistan Ahmedabad was hovering [inancial company, said he and | Ministry of Home. l_hf- radio said:
airline officials said. pad 11“":"{"“;?”"&""**% . wa and Nepal. belween seven 1o eight degrees 30 other families of ablock of flats | Those who keep [atal weapons
Super-express Shinkansen or S SR gl IR . (SN An AFP correspondent saw centligrade (45 to 46 degrees had been told not to return to | Without a valid license will be
"‘bullet train” runs were also ; A some 30 rescuers scrambling Fahrenheit) and army soldiers their homes. severely punished.
delayed by up to about 20 min- rantically to clear debris from a were deploved around the city | went back to collect my | Possessing any kind of fire-
utes as workers comtinued to toppled five-storey residential distributing tents and blankets, clothes and now 1 am walking | arms without a license is illegal in
clear snow from the tracks, Japa- ! building in the Shahibag district There have been some tragic around the city because no build- | Nepal.
ﬂﬁﬁf‘fﬂﬂ“'ﬂ}'ﬁﬂm(‘ialﬁﬁmd- of Gujarat's largest clity, incidents. Like a school which ing will let me in. We have been | I'he notice came at a Ume
Highways stretching out of | Ahmedabad. ' collapsed, trapping at least 30 advised to spend the night out when the law and order situation

Tokyo were closed at 10 sections

The devastation In students,” said an official at the doors.” he said is detlerioraling as Maoisl rebels

because of ice. Ahmedabad was widespread. city's relief control room The quake hit on India's | conlinue a bloody INSUrgency

A 66-year-old woman slipped with hundreds ol buildings that An undetermined bul larpge Republic Day, a national holiday against the monarchy and demo-

on an icy ruad in downton Tokvo . . . . - r . , - | . a ' >171- . . s Were l : 11 sanle who woil ratic svsiem in Nepal

SR ”“H_ bh hmlc? h1'ur;::ﬁ~5 Road service workers signal as a highway linking Tokyo and Yokohama is closed due to heavy snow- hﬂld h“";l".‘ I:““" d }:” ':-‘” []i" m n ”““Lir_ ”llt Pt Ulﬂt: {'-1* rtl [Ht i1l s :!un} \ :ml ple | who would nor A 'r_” e 1i rl f(D 1“ e Bl
: ‘ : . : e g - : . selves when the quake struck. trapped in the mangled buildings ally have lell lor work were al ne cleprate  in S1X

at a hospital. police said g falls around Tokvo while another highway is jammed with vehicles tbehind) on Saturday. Heavy snow- | A ::m“ -.Ll [ AR 48 -.l: ;'I ‘mi _ILHIL i l: - 1”: ]” | ;:: : ': e P DTS nniversary of their “people’s
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And in Nagano. the site of the  falls have affected Tokvo's road, rail and air traffic. - AFP photo | war” in Februarv. The insurgency

1998 Winter Olympiecs, a 75-
vear-ald man was buried in snow
and died. Japan Broadcasting
Corp. said.

The network also said 179
people were injured as they
slipped on roads or fell from roofs
while clearing snow in eight
prefectures. They included 65 in
Tokyo. 43 in Kanagawa and 28 in
Chiba prefecture.

Most police did not compile
statistics on snow casualtiies.

The national meteorological
agency said more than 20 centi-
meters (eight inches) of snow had
fallen over many points in Tokyo
and its surrounding plain by
nightiall as a growing low pres-
sure passed by Japan's Pacific
coast.

Venezuela
grounds DC-3s
after fatal crash

CIUDAD BOLIVAR, Venezuela,
Jan 27 : Venezuelan authorities
on Friday ordered the suspension
of all flights by aging DC-3 air-

‘Sharon won't bring peace!
for Palestinians: Arafat

|
|
}

craft in the country after a plane |

of that type crashed into a
shantyvtown near here. killing 24

Joint statement of understanding to be issued today

ROME, Jan 27 : Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
said today that peace in the Middle East would not
be possible if hardliner Ariel Sharon wins the Febru-
ary 6 election for prime minister in Israel, reports
AFP.

"I do not believe there will be a veritable war, but
Sharon would escalate the conflict. With him in
power, we will not have peace,” Arafat told the daily
La Repubblica here.

Bul he was quick to point out that the Palestin-
ians "did not get peace” with the Labour government
of Prime Minister Ehud Barak in power either.

Arafat slammed what he described as a "secret
accord” belween Barak and Sharon to set up a gov-
ernment of national unity following the Israeli elec-
tions.

Aralat said he would "like to sign a peace deal, but
so far there has not been sulfficient progress” made
in ongoing talks between the two sides in Taba,
Egypt.

With the new administration of George W. Bush
still settling down in the White House, Arafat said
‘more than ever the help of the European Union is

Keep the right-winger Sharon from taking his job in
10 days. Sharon, however, has said that if elected he
would not honor any deals cut by Barak in his final
days in office.

The peace talks in Taba have so far failed to
reverse Barak's political woes. A poll published
Friday by The Jerusalem Post still gave Sharon a 16
percentage-point lead over Barak.

Barak set the stage for the election with his resig-
nation in December after facing a barrage of criti-
cism over his handling of deadly unrest in the region
that broke out in February.

Meanwhile, the Israelis and Palestinians will end
their marathon peace talks here Sunday with a
statement on the wunderstandings they have
reached. Palestinian negotiators said today.

Negotiator Hassan Asfur, speaking to reporters
as his team headed for Eilat, Israel for informal talks
with the Israeli delegation, confirmed disclosures
given earlier by Palestinian sources.

‘In principle, tomorrow,” Asfur replied to journal-
ists who asked when the statement would be issued.
“The talks will finish tomorrow.” a source close to

Blame game
begins as
cleanup
of Galapagos
continues

PUERTO BAQUERIZO
MORENO, Ecuador, Jan 27 : As
the threat from a massive oil spill
receded Friday around the envi-
ronmentally sensitive Galapagos
Islands, criticismn of Ecuadoran
government officials for their role
in the disaster began lo crest,
reports AFP.

"The contamination is under
control and the oil slick which
has remained on the ocean is
moving to the north, away from
the archipelago,” Ecuadoran
Environment Minister Rodollo
Rendon said alter flying over the
islands.

The spill has already taken its
toll on the island chain's unique
and endangered wildlife species.
So far 80 pelicans, 46 sea lions,
six marine turtles, five bluefoot

so far. has claimed the lives of
nearly 1,600 people

Excited Bush
becomes
early riser

WASHINGTON. Jan 27 : Presi-
deni George W. Bush is so0 “ex-
cited” by his new job that he gets
up near dawn every workday, but
t being the most power-
world stop him
from walking his dogs or going for
laily jog, reporis AFP

It's been a great

doesn'i le

ful man in the

week. I'm
b.” Bush, who
after taking the oath of
Oth had the Oval
repainted and redecorated
from top to bottom, told reporters
Friday

[he flormer Texas governor
joked that the weeK's "best news
t his dogs Spot and Bar-
ney appeared to have adapted to
Washington, and that pet cat
India “"that was howling on the
first night is now more comiort-
her territory.

Bush. son ol lormer president
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exciied dDoul my j
JUSK 11 IS
olfice January 2
Office

was tha
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; : 7 r “Rirds - : rine George Bush., said he was looking
on board and seriously injuring | necessary. g e e i 3 booby birds and two _marine I R e P
three people on the ground, |  ThePalestinians“owea greatdealtothe EUforits ¢ Y€ k}g;“.:‘{” said earlier in the Egyptian Red Sea | jsuanas have been killed or forward to welcoming his father
reports AFP. . economic assistance, but 1 hope Europe will now I¢Sertollaba. injured by the oil, according to | back to his old residence. He's

Investigators want to know ifa = make a greater contribution to the peace process,” “There will be a joint press conference and they | the International Fund for Ani just not going to be sleeping in the

structural failure caused Tues-
day’s crash before lifting the ban
on flights, said Colonel Saul
Antonio Fuenmavor, Venezuela's

said Arafat.

“In four months. the Israelis have pushed us to
our knees, they have crushed our people. our econ-
omy and our lives. How long can it 1ast?” the Pales-

will Issue a joint statement,” the source said. "In this
statement they will present the understandings they
reached and will express the desire to continue the
talks.”

mal Wellare.

Humans also have sullered.
Fishermen among the island
chain's 10,000 inhabitants

People gather to identify the bodies of their relatives near the site
of a collision of two busses near the Pakistani eastern city Phool
Nagar on Friday. Forty-two people died and 60 were injured when

| president rose

R i Tl i)
NMIASLET SUILE U

11S Lime

During his lirst week. the new
around 5:45 am.

| went to work in the Oval Ollice

civil aviation director. The inves- | tinlanleader asked. The Palestinians are holding Informal talks in the | unable to work because of the a Lahore-bound bus from the central eitv of Multan oloushed into around 7 am, left the oflice
tigation is likely to take about two | “How much time will pass before the world inter- neighboring Israeli resort of Ellat for the Jewish | pollution -~ complained Friday @ 1<hore- mhm, e L“-.“,h A 3 L o g shortly after 6 pm -- sometimes
months, he said. . venes and says ‘enough'?" he added. sabbath to help the Israeli delegation avoid travel on | the government was not doing anotherbusat Phool Nagar, 70 km south of Lahore ‘ holding meetings later in the

Production of the DC-3. one of | A peace accord Is seen as Barak's only chance to  a holy day:. enough to help them, ~AFPphoto | residence portion of the executive
the best-known commercial ek e —————— — mansion -- then walked his {1{'_}315

airliners in history, ended half a

cen ago, meaning the hun-
dreds still flying all are more than
50 years old.

Authorities also have sus-
pended operations of Rutaca
Alrlines. which operated

the |

flight, while the investigation is |

ongoing. sald Roman Gomez
Ruiz, Venezuelan direclor of air
transport.

Torrential rains
kill 15 in Bolivia

Pinochet hospitalised

after stroke: Doctor

SANTIAGO, Jan 27 : Former
Chilean dictalor Augusto
Pinochet suffered a mild stroke
and was hospitalised on Friday,
just three days after being ques-
tioned for the first time on alleged
human rights abuses committed
during his 17-year rule, reports
AFP,

Dactors at Santiago's Military
Hospltal sald the alling B5-vear-

Arroyo expresses confidence in
military despite rumour of plots

MANILA, Jan 27 : Philippine
President Gloria Arroyo
expressed her confidence in the
military on  Saturday, despite
rumours ol In-lighting and desta-
bilisation plots within the armed
forces that have cast a shadow

yvou have demonstrated in the
past will remain the cornerstone
in guaranteeing the sovereign will
ol the people,” she said.

She was relerring to rumours
ol infighting among ollicers
jockeying for power and reports

lers since she
‘Wt‘t“k.

took power last

She has also been criticised lor
appointing relired general
Lisandro Abadia national
security adviser, despite a grafl

el

| White

and went 1o bed around 10 pm.
aldes said

He has also met with 90 mem-
bers ol Congress, including 29
Democrats, seen 12 of his cabinet
wminees confirmed by the Sen-
ate and spoken by phone with 12
lorelgn leaders, according (o
House spokesman Ari

| Fleischer..

His routine is established,
and I think he’s enjoving White
House life.,” even though the
heavy workload has Kkept him
from using the 132-room man-

. > ase pending against hin
| old general had sulfered a "tran- | over her week-old administra- that soldiers might try to case pending against him ston's movie theater or bowling
LA PAZ. Jan 27 : Torrential | sient schematic attack” -- hard- Lion, reports AFP. destabilize her government (0 Dissension in the ranks ol the | alley, Fleischer said.
rains Wm;ight caused floods in | ening ol the arterles to the brain I firmly belleve that, despite restore fallen predecessor, military is the last thing she J
lﬂw-lylngarm of the capital, one that commonly precedes a stroke the rumours of dissension and Joseph Estrada. would necd.” Senate President ;

of Bal

storms Lhis month claimed 15
lives and caused millions of dol-
lars In damage, loca) police said
on Friday, reports AFP,

The rains, which have been
falling since early January, also
caused a mudslide in the work-
ing-class Cotahuma neighbor-
hood of La Paz Thursday.

“The situation is dilficult,” a
civil defence spokesman said.,
estimating that some 15000
families, or more than 100,000

ple. here have been affected
go the rains throughout the
country, with four of its nine
departments severely affected,

La Paz has suffered the brunt
of the rains, with four people,
among them a two-year -old child,
dead in the region in the past
week due (o the floods.

Rivers and streams have com-
pletely swollen around the capi-
tal, officials say, and other low-

- Wing areas appear In danger o
' i k- decimation.

via's worst-hit parts as |

|
|
i
i
i
1

-

a f i
I it L T '
5 i - F R
. .,i_.!-.'_ }" .'_' aurY h
. R e
- & s
- e i

R A R
.-".1‘; il

n y

%— -

-- adding he would likely be in the
hospital's Intensive care unit at
least through Saturday after-
100N,

Pinochet faces possible
charges of murder and kidnap-
ping in the deaths of some 75
political opponents In October
1973, a month alter the bloody
coup that brought him to power.
He also [aces a growing number ol
lawsuits over (he more than
3.000 people killed or Kidnapped
under his ron-fisted rule [rom
1973 to 1990.

Meanwhlile, Invesligalors
lound human bones al a site sald
(o contain remains ol some of
those Kkllled. Pieces of ribs and
vertebrae were found at the site,
40 km west of here, sald Judge
Heclor Carreno, the lead fnvesti-

Former Chilean dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet (C) arrives at the
Military Hospital Militar in Santiago, Chile on Friday. Pinochet
was rushed to the hospital after suffering a slight stroke, according

to a hospital statement.

i dichi ol el T el

- ~ gator Inthe case,
1L am still not In a situation to
be able to decide 11 1t 1s or not what
we are looking lor,” Carreno sall,
Marco Antonlo Pinochet, the

~AFP photo
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destabllisation Initiatives alleg
edly from your ranks, the dedica-
tion and prolessionalism which

Arroyo was addressing active
and retired ollicers in her lirst
appearance at military headquar

Aquilino Pimentel said releming
o the controversy arising Ifrom
Abadia's appointment.

Bush to "deploy NMD, cut N -arms

WASHINGTON, Jan 27 : President George W.
Bush reallirmed on Friday his intention to deploy a
national missile delence (NMD) shield and cut US
nuclear arsenals as his delence secretary made
clear that the 1972 ABM Treaty would not stand in
the president’s way, reports AFDP.

The US leader restated his Key election campaign
promises just hours aller his Russian counterpart
Viadimir Pulin warned that deployment of the anti-
missile shield would do "trreparable damage” to
Infernational security.

Bush reminded reporters that he had pledged (o
deploy misslle defences and to reduce US nuclear
arsenals and sald: "I'm going to fulfil that campalgn
promise.”

"My point is that I want America to lead the world
toward a more safe world when It comes 10 nuclear
weaponry. On the offensive side, we can do so, anc
we can do so on Lhe defensive side as well,” he said.

Russia vehemently opposes NMD and so far has
refused any changes (o the Anti-Ballistic Missile

(ABM) treaty, which would bar deployvinent ol even
the limited anti-missile shield being developed by
the United States. Many US allies also are warried
that llelding the system could ignite a new arms
race.

However, Bush's overture on nuclear arms
reductions may appeal to Moscow, which has pro-
posed that the United States and Russia cutl thelr
arsenals to 1,500 strategic nuclear warheads each.
below the levels previously proposed lor a START I
agreement. US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsteld
sald a nuclear exchange with Moscow no longer was
Lhe main threat laced by the Uinited States and that
circumstances had changed since the ABM trealy
was signed with the former Soviel Union.

The ABM treaty "ought not to inhibit a country, a
president, an administration, a nation, from fash-
loning oflensive and defensive capabilities that will
provide for our security in a notably different
national security environment,” he told a news
conlerence.

Microsoft hit
by hackers
again

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan 27 :
Microsolt's Jamily of popular
Internet sites were again hit by
hackers Friday, forcing the sites
(o shut down for two 15-minutes
periods, reports AFP.

The shutdowns were the latest
in a week of online troubles for
Microsolt. Company sites,
including the Expedia travel site
and the Encarta reflerence site.
were rendered invisible (o users
Tuesday and Wednesday by
company technicians., who
misconligured computers tht
send users Lo the sites.

Thursday, the crippled site y

were struck by hackers. who

of requests for data, shutting
cdown the sites for hours.
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