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Sport

Sahara Millennium Cup
Yugoslavia
lift title

CALCUTTA. India, Jan 25.

Yugoslavia struck two first-half
goals to end Bosnla's hopes of
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. Transfer decision
| put on hold

BRUSSELS, Jan 25: Hopes
of a quick solution to the battle
between world football rulers
‘ and European lawmakers over
1 the transfer system were

-

Primera Liga

Real go further ahead

|' 'English League Cup

Liverpool romp into final

dashed when talks between the MADRID, Jan 25: success In the ill-attended final

two sides here on Wednesday Real Madrid beat of the Sahara Millennium Cup LONDON. .Jan 25; Czech Viadmir Smicer.  was held by Kolinko, a header

were suspended until next Real Zaragoza 3-0 football tournament on Thurs- Ihree goals i five  Danny Murphy and Croat 1gor  fremy Murphy went wide, and

month, reports AFP. i a rearranged day, reportrs AFP, devastating  first-  Biscan grabbed the three early  they a fine Kolinko save from
4 A Jjoint FIFA-UEFA team and Spanish league Igor Duljaj gave Yugoslavia half minutes goals - two of them made DY guother Murphy effort had Pal-
T layers union FiFPro met with match on Wedn- an early lead in the fifth minute helped  Liverpool skipper Robble Fowler - before 400 ynder pressure in the first

Murphy grabbed his second of
the night.

five minutes,
Palace managed a brief spell

on their way to a

uropean Commission officials _
5-0 victory in their semi-final,

: esday to motor five points clear
' but after three hours of talks

and lgor Bogdanovic inereased
in the championship, reports

the marf,tn just belore half-tiime

r the two sides agreed another | AFP. in what transpired to be sceond leg clash against First Fowler got on the scoresheel ¢ possession but another long-
| RGN R neetded Ang ne 40 e &y oty el Palh e it An- himself in the closing stages to : :

meeting wounld be necded an Deportivo La Coruna are in largely disappointing encoun- fi ]{j ’* bl e ' g BN A ranger from Gerrard - playing
{ "We made progess hut  as third, six points behind. : What was expected to be a Aﬂli - | . tur}'}fﬂr ?hv Premlersrhi]p ?i(?" e Fowler from Gary McAllister's
l expected negotintions are not keen tussle befween the two _1&;;&‘“{;?‘:‘”‘&'““”']'"3 “Elﬁ‘ﬁlf’" q i “l"”j" flll';“’*h‘-"l “‘ill kﬁﬂlllltli;'I: free-kick kept the Londoners af
| : ‘ ‘pate will mect either afller goalkeeper EKS " full streteh

M
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easy.” sald UEFA secretary gen-
eral Gerhard Algner afterwards.

"But I think both parties are
determined to come to conclu-
sions so from that point of view
we are satisfied,” he added.

The European Commission
Insists the transfer system has
to be revamped as it contra-
venes existing European laws
on the free movement of labour
but UEFA, rulers of European
football, are concerned that an
end to transfer fees and the
ablility of plavers to end con-
tracts at will could seriously
damage the smaller clubs in the
continent.

*The commission is con-

vinced a comprise between
clubs, players and supporters
can soon be reached.” said an
EC spokesman. "That will prove
the world of football can show
good sense and political will "

Aigner admitted one of the
key sticking points at Wednes-
day’'s meeting was the question
of how.long a plaver could be
contracted to a club.

“The main subjects are of
course contract stability and
this is where we are mainly
engaged at the moment.," he
said.

The dispute over
system should be
nearly caused a major
between UEFA and FIFA
week.

FIIFA
had infturiated

how the
changed
‘-il]“[
last

president Sepp Blatier
UEFA when he
presented a solution to the
transfer changes to the EC
without discussing it with
them. At a crisis meeting with
UEFA Blatter adinitted he had
blundered and promptly witl-
drew the proposal.

Instead both sides agreed to
base their case over a joint plan
given to the EC last October.

Zidane confirms
five-year plan
at Juve

TURIN, Italy. Jan 25: France
and Juventus playmaker Zine-
dine Zidane confirmed on
Wednesday he intended to end
his career with the Turin-based
Serie A club, according to ANSA
news agency, reports AFP

Zidane, who had earlier been
linked to Spanish giants and
European champions Real Ma-
drid. said staying at Juventus
for the next five years to see out
his contract would not be a
problem - provided everything
was going smoothly

'l want to stay at Juve, for
another five years," said Zidane.
whose current contract expires
on June 30 2005.

"Then, if everything goes
smoothly, I would like to finish
my career here,” he added

Rumours. which Zidane
later denied, were rife last week
that the influential world and
European champion had signed
a pre-contract agreement with
Real Madrid to begin in June
2001.

Zidane joined Juventus in
the summer of 1996 and helped
the club to the Scudetto two
years running, in 1997 and
1998. In 1997 the Turin giants
also lifted the European Super
Cup.

PSG rope in
- South American

duo

PARIS, Jan 25: Paris St
Germain have completed the
dual signing of Inter Milan and
Brazil midfielder Vampeta and
Argentinian Maurizio Pochet-
tino of Spanish outfit Espanyol,

PSG coach Luis Fernandez
confirmed Thursday, reports
AFP.

"Pochettino could arrive to-
morrow (Friday) but will proba-
bly not be at training. Vampeta
has momentarily gone back to
Brazil but we'll be presenting
him to the fans on Saturday
before our match against Lens,"
sald Fernandez.

The 2B-year-old Pochettino,
a central defender, has signed a
three-and-a-half-year contract
with PSG, according to Fernan-
dez.

Vampeta, 26. full name
Marcos Andre Batista Santos
Vampeta, was the subject of a
swap deal between PSG and
Inter involving PSG midfielder
Stephane Dalmat, who arrived
‘Wednesday night in Milan to
iron out personal terms.

- Khagrachhari
football

From Our Correspondent

.~ KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 25;
Fourth Class Government Em-
Eioyees Samity trounced Adi-
ashl Developinent Sangstha 7-

O in the Senior Division football

league at the local stadium
today.
s ! Ripon Chakina. Mongshi
=~ Marma, Tuhin Dey and Chigi-

monl netted one

il Kumer Dey scored hattrick
An the second half.

The original match was
postponed  from November
when Madrid lost 2-1 in the

World Club Cup final against

Argentina's Boca Juniors in
Tokyo.

Madrid dominated the first
half without much luck but
they were rewarded shortly
after the interval.

Michel Salgado found the

net on 49 minutes firing left
footed from the edge ol the box
although Zaragoza delender
Paco Jemez got a touch.

The second came in the 57th
minute through Raul In a move
also involving European loot-
baller of the yvear Luis Figo ol
Portugal, Frenchman Claude
Makelele and England’'s Steve
McManaiman

en, with just under 15
minutes to go, Brazilian
Roberto Carlos fired home a

trademark freekick from : the
edge of the box to finish off the

scoring,

Raul (R), the Real Madrid ace, fighting fur.pm-:.sgssinn with
Real Zaragoza's Paco Jimenez during their Primera Liga
game at Madrid on January 24.

—AFP photo

morale had been badly dam-
aged by the second injury.

"After six months recovering
from the previous problem | got
injured within ten minutes of
my reappearance and that was
really tough."

‘It was a terrible blow and
left me really depressed for a
month afterwards.” he said.

In recent months the player
has been following a strict re-
gime of physiotherapy and spe-
cialist training in an exclusive
sports clinic in the south of

MADRID (Kewuters/
Internet):  Injury-
stricken Brazilian
superstar Ron-
aldo has said that
he is confident
that he will make a full recovery
from his knee problems

"Now I don't feel pain in my
knee of any sort and that is a
very good sign,” he said in the
Spanish sports daily As.

‘I don't want to set mysell a
date by wich [ will reappear,
because | must not rush things

and should take things step by
step

“All I am now thinking of is
that 1 will return to top form
and that I will be the same as |
once was."

The Inter Milan player tore a
tendon in his right knee after
playing only six minutes of the

[talian Cup final first leg
against Lazio last April.
That was Lis first game

since he partially tore the ten-
don in an ltalian league match
the previous November.

The second injury was far
more serious and led to specu-
lation as to whether the plavyer
would ever be able to return to
competitive football.
Ronaldo admitted
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Ronaldo fine but cautious

France.

The striker admitted that he
has discovered a new Interest in
the theatre since his injury.

“I have become interested in
many things and the theatre is
one ol them...! needed sonie-
thing clse because every time |
saw a game ol footbhall of the
television 1 suflered as | could-
n't get out on the piteh.’

Ronaldo. whose appearance
in the final of the 1998 World
Cup was clouded in contro-
versy, sald thalt he hoped (o

play in the 2002 tournament

and avenge the 3-0 defeal
World Cup final defeat by
France,

"l want to be there in 2002,
and help Brazil try to win the
title. 1 still have a score to settle
by getting a goal against
(French goalkeeper) Barthez."

In the interview the Barce-
lona plaver, said he was not
surprised by the decision
this vear's winner Luis Figo to
leave the Catalan club and sign
[or archi-rivals Real Madrid.

Figo was also embroiled in a
dispute with the club over an
improvement to his contract
before he made his decision to
move to Real for a world record
395 million pounds last July.

of

Bundesliga preview

leather trousers to their formal
Christinas party

He was also fined in October
after a woman complained of an
assault in a nightclub in an
argument about a reservation,
meaning he has now had al-
most 20.000 dollars of fines in
his career.

Effenberg also caused one of

BERLIN, Jan 25:
League leaders
o>chalke 04 kick-,
off the second half
of the Bundesliga
Season against

Hansa Rostock on Friday with
grounds for optimism in one of

the closest title races in years,
reports AFP.

Just four points separate the biggest scandals at the
Schalke from fifth-placed 1994 World Cup and was sent
Kaiserslautérn, and they are Bhome in disgrace after making

obscene gestures to supporters

only a single point ahead of ,
during one of Germany's first

Bayern Munich and Borussia

Dortmund with fﬂllrth-plar*t‘(i round group matches,
Bayer Leverkusen tliree points Nevertheless he has earned
adrift. the captain's armband by his

Schalke's  Danish forward ¢0mmanding midfield perform-
Ebbe Sand. the league's top alces, I]artlfillarl}' in a 3-1 win
scorer with 13 goals, and coacli a! Hertha Berlin when he
Huub Stevens of Holland, both- scored a goal and created the
extended contracts during the U”w..”
five-week winter break. Borussia Dortmund, who

If veteran Andy Moller and
left-sided Jorg Bohune, the mid-
field heart of the side, can keep

host ‘- league new boys Energie
Cottbus on Saturday, are also
n a great position to challenge

up thelr  efforts In 2001, - ooy

Schalke could win their first Coach Matthias Sammer

title since 1958 : the midfield general in thelir
The Ruhr side are no

1997 European Cup triumph,
has completely turned around a
team which only barely escaped
relegation last season.

stranger to great success. Stev-
ens took Schalke to victory in
the 1997 UEFA Cup - thelr first
ever European title and first
title of any description since

! : Vogts, who took over
winning the Domestic Cup in Berti Vogts, w 0

the Bayer Leverkusen job in the

pgoal each 1n

= 'the first half of the match. Nik-

may have lost one more mateh
than Schalke, five, and have
not looked that impressive this
season, but evidence of their
class is that they are still
amnongst the leaders.

Victories over both Baver
Leverkusen and Hertha Berlin
in a good spell before Christ-
mas put enough Fﬂllliﬂ in the
bank to make up for some poor
results earlier in the season.

A key man in Munich's
chances of winning both the
European Cup and the Bun-

desliga title Is their controver-
sial captain Stefan Effenberg.
Munich, who host VIL Bochum

is Flaying on top form, the team
will follow suit,

his form after a spell out with
Achilles tendon problems but

last vear.
with

Lot water

on Saturday. know If Effenberg
He had problems regaining

then found his full fitness late

Effenberg landed himself in
the club over
remarks concerning the club's
stadium and by wearing red

1912;} alkEsould e 't : wake of Christian Daum's posi-
fi ll( ]kind 0:.'01 tll{*'e .Iorgjﬁf" live test for cocaine, will need
oY s & P el o] R team to vastly improve ol
at one of the world's mighty : L R L
teams in Bayern Munich = their pre-Christinas form.
The defending champlons The Rhinelanders had been
& ! top of the league belore some

dlsappnintiui{ results saw then
drop to fourth.

At the other end of the table
VIB Stuttgart, who travel to
Bayer Leverkusen on Sunday.
are struggling at second-from-
bottom  though they are
through to the fourth round of
the UEFA Cup and the semi-
final of the German Cup.

The club's sporting director,
the former International Karl-
heinz Forster, sald on Friday he
was quitting because of lack of
money i{n the club coffers and

coach Ralf Rangnick must
surely be feeling the pressure.
FIXTURE

Friday: Schalke 04 v Hansa
Rostock
Saturday: Werder Bremen v

Munich 1860, Eintracht

Frankfurt v  Cologne, SC

Freiburg v Unterhaching
Kalserslautern Vv VIL

Wolfsburg, Bayern Munich v

NP S &~ 128 Sl TN S T

Season Part Two set for kick-off

VIL Bochum, Borussia Dort-
mund v Energie Cottbus

Sunday: Hamburg SV v
Hertha Berlin, Bayer Lever-
Kusen v VB Stuttgart

Grobbelaar may
face FIFA
action

LONDON, Jan 25: Disgraced
goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar
could be hit by a FIFA ban after
English officlals flew to Zurich
lo press for worldwide action, it
was reported Thursday, reports
AFP.

Grobbelaar branded cor-
rupt by an English judge last
week at the end of a marathon
legal battle - could even face a
life ban from the sport. the
tabloid The Sun reported.

David Davies, the English
FA executive director, met FIFA
officials in Zurich on Wednes-
day to present a dossier on the
Grobbelaar case and to press
for worldwide action, the paper
sald.

FIFA lawyers were said to be
studying the dossier and are
expected to refer the matter to
their legal committee within a
week, The Sun reported.

'Our priority was to generate
a practical response and the
support of the International
community,” Davies was guoled
as saying.

‘I made it clear that the
situation regarding the Grob-
belaar issue - and other related
betting matters - is not a matter
lor England alone." '

The paper said Grobbelaar's
lawvers were expected to chal-
lenge any FIFA action on the

basis that he had heen acquit-
ted at a erlininal trial over the
maltch-fixing allegations,

The 43-year-old goalkeeper
Is currently coaching South
Alrican club Supersport.

Last week's court ruling
overturned a verdict reached by
a jury in 1999 that Grobbelaar
had been libelled by The Sun,
the paper which first revealed
the match-rigging scandal in
1994

Lord Justice Simon Brown
sald the Jury's unanimous ver-
dict represented "a m!scarriugie
of justice" and sald on the bal-
ance ol probabllities only one
rational view was possible --
that Grobbelaar had taken cor-
rupt payments.
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most competitive sides in the
I 3-nation tournament turnec
to a one-sided aflair as Bos-

nia failed o live cup 1o their
pre-match promise,

Barely 2.000 spectators
turned ur at the 120.000-
seater Salt Lake stadium to

watch the finale of Indfa's big-
gest football event.

But fans were left wanting as
Bosnia, who had surprised
South  American  glants Uru-
guay and Chile on the way to
the final, were thwarted by the
sturdy Yugoslav defence after
the interval.

Yugoslavia, ranked ninth in
the world, lived up to their pre-
tournament status as favour-.
ites by running circles around
the 78th-ranked Bosnians,

Both teams, who tied 1-1
earlier in the competition.
greeted each other warmly after
the match, which passed off
without any incidents.

For Bosnian coach Husnija
Arapovic a lack of coherence
proved his side's major down-
fall.

"We had played well over the
last two weeks, but just did not
click today," he said.,

‘We had to be at our best
against a strong side like Yugo-
slavia. I was hopeful but noth-
ing went right for us."

Yugoslav coach llija
Pcthovich, who had predicted
his team would be transformed
in the final, was jubilant.

‘It took us time to seitle
down in a new setting, but we
were becoming more confidént
after every game," he said.

‘I knew we had won when
the second goal came before
half-time."

Nilis leaves
football

LONDON. .lan 25 AsTon
Villa striker Luc Nilis. who (ell
victim to a horrific  carcer-
threatening injury in Septem-
ber. on Wednesdayv announced
his retirement from footbhall.
reports AFP.

The Belgian international

has been forced to admit defeat
in his fight to regain full fithess
after suffering the double frac-
ture to his right leg in the Pre-
miership clash with Ipswich.
The 33-vear-old sustained
the injury in a collision with
Ipswich keeper Richard Wright

Subsequent pictures of the
injurv. which showed Nilis's
snapped leg curved around
Wright. shocked the football
"l.'1.1|||l|'

Nilis. who has been recuper-
g e Belgium, was (old by
doctors that he would never
retain the level of fitness re-

quired for him to return to top
flight football

‘For the short period I was
emploved by Aston Villa I en-
joved every minute and am
bitterly disappointed I could not
continue to score goals." said
Nilis.

‘But having taken medical
advice I will be unable to con-
tinue.”

Villa chairman Doug Ellis,
who called the injury a "trag-
edy”’, paid tribute to Nilis's
contribution during his short
spell at the club.

"Whilst being covered by in-
surance, that cannot compen-
sate him for not being able to
play for Aston Villa," said Ellis.

‘It is also hugely disap-
pointing for Aston Villa, who
have lost the services of a
world-class striker.,

"Luc has been a well-liked
member of our playing squad
and will always be welcome at
Aston Villa.”

Man City catch
Kanchelskis

LONDON, Jan 25: Man-
chester City have signed unsei-
tled Rangers Ukrainian inter-
national Andrel Kanchelskis on
loan, it was reported here
Thursday, reports AFP.

Kanchelskis, who played last
night for the Scottish champi-
ons in a frlendly at Dumbarton.
has moved to Maine Road with
a view to a permanent deal.

Royle signed Kanchelskis foi
five million pounds (7.25 mil-
lion dollars) when he was man-
ager of Everton in 1995 - from
City's arch-rivals Manchester
United.

"Andrel gave me two fantas-
tic seasons at Everton and if he
reproduces the kind of forin he
showed there [ will be de-
lighted," Royle was quoted as
saying by the Dally Mirror.

"He will give us the balance
on the right that we have been
lacking.

‘I am really pleased that we
have managed to land him. He
is what [ call a real fmpact
player."

Royle belleves Kanchelskis is
the man to lead the Blues clear
of the relegation zone.

If the switch proves suc-
cessful both clubs have agreed
that the deal will become per-
manent in the summer,

Kanchelskis {s set to make
his debut at Maine Road next
Wednesday in the crucial Pre-
nilership clash against: Liver-
pool.

F

Ipswich or Birmingham in the
linal to be played at the Mil-
lenium: Stadivm in Cardiff on
February 25. It will be Liver-
pool's first major final in six
vears,

Gerard Houlller's men
missed a hatful of chances in
the first leg and ended up on
the wrong end of an embar-
rassing 2-1 defeat but with the

final beckoning, Liverpool were
ruthless.

C;u'}' McAllister (L) of Liverpool winning the aerial tussle

Kolinko was sent off for bring-
ing down Fowler nine minutes
from time.

Emlile Heskey's thigh injury
kept him on to the bench,
which meant Fowler led the
attack alongside Finn.

Palace were missing former
Liverpool favourite Nell Rud-
dock and Chinese defender Fan
Zhiyl.

Liverpool started at full
steam. A Steven Gerrard header

LN
- P

with Crystal Palace's Stephen Thompson during their

English League Cup semifinal

Liverpool on January 24.

—

leg match at
—AFP photo

second

Palace's lead from the first

leg was gone after 13 minutes.

Sanng Hvypla's clearinice was
played superbly into space by
Fowler for Smicer to outpace
Wayne Carlisle and guide a low
shol past Kolinko.

Liverpool were ahead in the
tic two minutes later, A poor
Palace clearance fell to former
Barcelona  striker  Litmanen
whose cross was volleyed home
spectacularly by Murphy.

The onslaught continued
and after 18 minutes it was
three. An excellent back-heel by
Fowler in the centre circle sent
Biscan racing away and the
Croatian coolly drilled home his
first goal for the club.

McAllister almost made
four moments later when he
lashed a 25-yard effort against
Kolinko's left-hand post.

The First division side’s first
shot came on 34 minutes whern
Simon Rodger unleashed a
swerving drive from outside the
box that skidded wide of the far
post.

But the fourth Liverpool goal
wasi't long coming. Murphy
grabbing his second of the
night six minutes after the
break.

Palace defenders hesitated
going for a long ball down the
right and Murphy took posses-
sion before clipping the ball
past Kolinko from the corer of
the box.

Morrison's  should have
opened Palace’s account after
97 minutes when the ball
reached him on the far post
unmarked but he completely
miskicked with his initial effort.

And when the ball bounced
up invifingly to him again,
Sander Westerveld blocked his
follow up attempt to the delight
of the home crowd.

Kolinko received his
marching orders for obstructing
Fowler as the Liverpool man
rounded him and headed for
goal.

Matthew Gregg took over in
goal and Finnish youngster
Mikael Forssell had to be sacri-
ficed.

And Fowler got his goal with
three minutes left, beating the
substitute goalkeeper from the
edge of the box.

Premiership

Leeds' edge past Villa

LONDON, Jan 25:
Leeds ended their
dismal record
against Aston
Villa on Wednes-
day with a 2-1
Premiership victory = at
Park. reports AFP,

Villa had looked on course
for a [ifth successive victory
against David O'Leary's side
when the on song Paul Merson
- in front of England coach
Sven-Goran Eriksson - put
them ahead mid-way through
the first half.

But Robbie Keane set up the
equaliser for Lee Bowyer and
was involved in the move that
led to lan Harte's penalty win-
ner which earmed Leeds only
their third away league win of
the campaign.

Leeds were well worth the
victory which leaves Villa with
only one league in the last 11
games despite a late rally by
the home side in which Merson
twice hit the woodwork.

Keane was a constant men-
ace in this mid-table encounter

Villa

and showed he has quickly
adjusted to life back in the
Premiership after his unpro-

ductive spell in Italy with Inter
Milan.

Gregory left out pgoal-shy
striker Dion Dublin as club-
record signing Juan Pablo An-
gel made his home debut.,

The Colombian had only one
real opportunity in the entire
90 minutes and is clearly a

vard off the pace of the Pre-

miership after his month out of

action before joining Villa.

Villa took time to get into
their stride with Leeds enjoving
the bulk of the early posses-
sion. '

Mark Viduka was off target
with a low shot on the turm, but
there were too many misplaced
passes from both sides in the
opening 20 minutes.

Villa slowly started to bnild
up some jowmentum and Lee
Hendie was just tow Ingly with
a 20-vard elfort

Angel threatened for the first
time when he broke clear of the
Leeds defence after seizing onto
a pass from lan Taylor., but
Jonathan Woodgate made up
ground to deny him a shot.

It came as no surprise when
Villa broke the deadlock in the
24th minute through Merson.

Gareth Barry floated over a
left-wing free-kick which was
flicked on by Taylor into the
path of the midfielder.

The former England inter-
national had time to steady
himself before drilling a low
shot back across Paul Robinson
into the corner of the net.

It was Villa's first goal in 386
minutes of Premiership football
since George Boateng scored in
the 2-1 win at Elland Road last
month.

But the lead lasted just four
minutes as Villa paid the pen-
alty for backing off before
Keane threaded the ball into

the path of Bowyer.

The former England Under-
21 man gave Villa keeper David
James little chance as he side-
footed the ball into the corner of
the net.

Leeds were on top for the
remainder of the half but the
only worthwhile efforts on tar-
getin the first 45 minutes were
the two ﬁ‘oals.

The half-time interval saw
Belgium striker Luc Nilis make
an emotional farewell to Villa
fans after being forced to retire
because of the double fracture
of his leg suffered at Ipswich in
September.

Leeds boss David O'Leary
brought on Jason Wilcox for the
start of the second half at the
expense of the injured Dominic
Matteo.

It was Villa who came close
to breaking the deadlock early
in the second period wlen
Steve Stone clipped the bar
after Robinson had parried
away a low effort from Boateng.

But Leeds snatched the lead
when Barry held down Keane in
the box following a cross from
Mark Viduka aug Harte did the
rest from the penalty Spot as he

sent James the wrong way.

Villa launched a desperate
late bid to salvage a point and
Merson beat Robinson with a
rising shot which came back off
the woodwork and then a deli-
cate chip thudded against the
bar and rebounded to safety.

PARIS, Jan 25:
British doctors
warned Thursday
that professional
footballers face an
alarming risk of

injury from a lengthening fix-
ture list and accused clubs of
incompetence and amateurism
in caring for them, reports AFP.

Their research, reported in
the British Journal of Sports
Medicine, is a searing criticism
of the mounting pressures on
players today and of the way in
which  club doctors and
physiotherapists are appointed,

Questionnaires were sent to
91 out of the 92 clubs in the
four professional English
leagues, covering 2,300 players,
for the 1997/8 and 1998/9
Seasons.

More than 6,000 injuries
were reported over the two sea-
sons, making an average of 1.3
injuries per player per seasoi.
On average, each jury meant
a player was unavailable for 24
days, meaning he missed one

© competitive match.

The peak time for injuries
was at the start of the season i)
August, with another spike at
the Christmas/New Year pe-
riod.

But more than a third of
Injuries occurred in training.
especially during the pre-
season warm-up in July.

Strains and sprains ac-
counted for 56 percent of the
damage -- and injuries were
likelier to occur towards the
end of both halves in the

match, when muscle fatigue set
in, making collisions or mis-
timed tackles likelier.

"Professional footfall players
are exposed to a high risk of
lnjury and there is a need to
investigate ways of reducing
this risk,” the authors of the
study say.

They call for a probe into
clubs’  taining  programues.

theu methods «of tehabilitating
injured plavers and the reasons
lor the pattern of injuries dur-
g maltches.

The four authors work at the

Pro booters uncared for!

Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgly: Tottenham Hotspur
football club: and the Football
Assoclation Medical Education
Centre.

Meanwhile, a separate study
in the same publication slams
the qualifications and the
methods of appointing club
doctors and physiotherapists in
English football.

In almost all clubs, meth-
ods of appointment of doctors
are informal and reflect poor
employiment practice: posts are
rarely advertised and many
doctors are appointed on the
basis of personal contacts and
without interview,” it says.

Most club doctors are gen-
eral practitioners with no expe-
rience or diploma in sports
medicine aucl in half of the
clubs interviewed. the physio-
therapist did not have a proper
qunlilllJL‘allou. it adds.

Unqualified physios "are in a
weak position” to resist pres-
sures to have an injured player
return to the pitch, it warns,




