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tight security in Davos

Opening day zeroes in on world economic outlook

DAVOS, Switzerland, Jan
25 Barbed wire and steel barri-
ers lined streets in this posh ski
resort where the world's busi-
ness and political elite gathered
Thursday for their annual
summit, amid unprecedented
security measures, reports AFP.

Despite a ban on demon-
strations during the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) meeting.
authorities braced for threat-
ened protests. Police patrolled
the street leading to the Con-
gress Centre, where the summit

is being held.
Last year around 1,000
protestors rampaged through

the streets, breaking shop win-
dows and spraying grafitti.

About 30 heads of state and
vermment. 1,200 corporate
iefs and non-governmental
organisations are to attend the
six-day meeting, organisers
said.

The focus of the meeting
tumed early Thursday to the
global economic outlook.

Japan, despite persistent
economic woes, has Sifliﬂ{‘atli
potential for recovery. Kenneth
Courtis, Vice-chaimman ol Asia

Goldman Sachs, told a panel

“The only way vou could be
optimistic about Japan Is to
look at the charts upside
down.” Courtis sald. but added
that the situation was changing
and presented enormous op-
portunities.

"If Japan was a company, |
would buy it." he said.

In the political arena. at-
tendees will include Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori,
new Yugoslav President Vojislay
Kostunica, UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan and Pales-
tinlan leader Yasser Arafat.

News that Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak, who was
not originally expected in Da-
VoS, may come to meet Arafat at
the forum, sparked speculation
that the global assembly could
become a setting for the Middle
EEast peace process.

In  Jerusalem. a Barak
spokeswoman  told  AFP  that

Barak could come to Davos and
“should make a decision today.”

But in Davos a spokesman
for the WEF organizers told AFP
that "we cannot confirm nor

denv” that Barak will come.

If lie cidd, it would be the first
direct mecting belween Barak
and Arafat since the start of the
four-month Palestinian intifida
that has left more than 380
yeople dead, although the two
'ea ers attended a summit in
October in Sharm el-Sheikh,

The highest-level Isracli rep-
resentative scheduled to hob-
nob with the world's litical
and business elite was Shimon
Peres, regional  cooperation
minister and 1993 Nobel laure-
ate for his role in Middle East
peace efforts. A debate between
Peres and Arafat was scheduled
Sunday:.

Meanwhile in Davos. police
have been assembled from all
over Switzerland and from
Leichtenstein, police spokes-
man Hans-Reudl Berger told
AFP. The Graubunden canton
police spokesman declined to
specify the size of the force.

According to previous state-
ments by officials, 300 profes-
sional soldiers would reinforce
security in Davos, while 600
militia could provide backup on
the outskirts.

Despite a ban on  publi
demonstrations here during the
forum, protesters say they plan
to descend on the small onn-
tain ski resort on Saturdan

High on the summit agenda
will be the global economic
slowdown and the gap between
the rich and poor.

More than 300 panels,
seminars and meetings  are
scheduled, ranging from trade

and oil to biotechnology and
mobile commerce,

"At the present moment, the
health divide, the wealth divide,
the knowledge divide, the digital
divide are widening. so we need
to take strong concerted acton
at the International level”
Claude Smadja. managing di-
rector of the WEF, \..mr as the
forum was to get vinder way.

Smadja stressed the eflort
entailed "bringing together gov-
ernment, business, civil soclety
to make sure that these divides
are being narrowed,"” but that
strong economic growth was
needed to help ensure the dis-
parities could be bridged.

- M. Abdulla Al Mykaivi
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Abdullah Al Muhairi, Skywards’ 100,000th n_le;nhé:;, i; presented ﬁ'ith_;:t prize of 100,000 Sky-
wards Miles by Brian LaBelle, Skywards” General Manager, recently.
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Dr. Mohammed Farashuddin. Governor of Bangladesh Bank, inaugurates the Office and De-
partmental Heads" Conference at Bangladesh Bank conference room yesterday.
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Number of Skywards
flyers rising
rapidly

The number of travellers
who have joined Skywards, the
frequent flyer programme of
Emirates and Sri Lankan Air-
lines, has now passed a major
milestone - bringing good luck
fo a UAE national and his wife,
says a press release

For Abdulla Al Muhairi, who
became the programime's
100,000" member, the call from
Skywards was doubly welcome.

Not only did he hear the
ood mnews that hed won

00,000 Skvwards Miles by
becoming the programme’s
100,000 member - he was able
to tell his wife Samiha that he
would be taking her on their
honeymoon to London, the city
she'd heard so much about
from her travelling husband.

Al Muhairi, who works for
Dubal's Naturalisation and
Residency department, said: “1
was so surprised to win, as |
have never won anything in my
life.

"l love travelling, and love
but my wife’'s never
been there, Now we can have
our honeymoon there and | can
show her Big Ben and all the
other famous sights™.

Brian LaBelle, Skywards’
General Manager, said: "We are
delighted that Mr Al Muhairi, a
UAE national, is the 100,000
Skywards member, and espe-
cially pleased that he will be
using his prize for such an im-
portant occasion as his honey-
11001,

Membership is rapidly in-
creasing, and currently stands
at over 135,000 members.

India invited to
first ASEAN
trade fair

BANGKOK. Jan 25: Thai-
land has invited India to par-
ticipate in the first Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) trade fair, to be held
here net year. a report said
today, reports AFP.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Rathakit Manathat told The
Nation newspaper that the in-
vitation was issued as part of
efforts to improve economic ties
between India and the regional
bloc

He said the approach was

made  during ast  week's
ASEAN-India Senior Officials
Meeting In New Delhi, where

delegates from the two sides
discnssed the economic outlook
for Southeast Asia.

An Indian foreign ministry
official told reporters at the end
of the January 18 to 19 meet-
ing that Indian and ASEAN
representatives would also step
up cooperation in the areas of
tourism, culture, transport and
comnmunication.

Recommendations for the
plans will be presented to the
ASEAN ministerial conference
in Hanol in July this year, he
said

S Korea to send
100,000 tonnes
of corn to

starving North

SEOUL, Jan 25: South Ko-
rea will sent 100,000 tonnes of
corn to North Korea this month,
amid new warnings of a loom-
ing food crisis. the South's na-
tional news agency said today,
reports AFP.

A top government
quoted by Yonha
sald  a special  government
committee would meet early
next week, to allocate 11 million
dollars to buy and deliver (he
corn before the end of (he
month.

A Unlited Nations rellefl team
warned last Saturday that
North Korea's public food dis-
tribution system would run oul
of m!Fpllts by the end of Janu-
ary. The Pyongyang based team
sald the coldest winter in 50
years had compounded the
communist country's food and

official
news agency,

« power crisis.
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Atbee Texle | 10010 - . 81.00 | : . ez wzm - Sandhar Lite | 10050 140 00 13900 |9812 - W00
Asheal Textie | 1050 | 31,100 9%0 980| 5000 9s0  9sojooos (163 o02s| [Untedins | 100110 25975 : j¥12_ S8 2%
BD Dyeng 100720 1460 13975 14150 40 14000 14300 |5912 X 1000 FV/ML = Face Value/Market Lot, Vol = Volume EPS = Earning Per Share DPS = Dwwiend Per Sh f
BOZoper |100%0]| 965 8025 8050 : - 8000 Jooos 510 500 0
Bx Denim 100°50 700 17500 17450 18000 | 9912 463 1000 : DEBENTURE .
BxKnting | 10020 B0 1TSS 14400 | 9912 3048 1000 Name Yoar Dste imerest FVML Price |
{B::;ma 100750 5500 12550 12525 12500 | 9912 2851 1000 of of Due DSE CSE :
-Kamal | 10050 : : 9625 . . B850 | 9912 808 750 Matur TWNos ™ ™ )
Che Tex 10500 | 175,000 B.10 800 | 38500 810 810 JO006 050 050 you ol T .
Dandy Dyeng| 100s0| 800 5175 5000 | - - Jamz B - Aramd Cement 1908 Seplerber, 2008 MarSep ~ J002 ” '}
DemaMibers |10020] 1340 4125  4100] 1200 4100 07s|ooos 128 - BO Luggage 1996 SeplemberS 2000 M, Sep 12 e d
Desh Gam | 100/10 - ' 6500 - - . Jooos 418 s00] |BOWelong 1999 July 15, 2006 M. Jan 23002 ‘
Dulamia Cott | 10010 | . 2850 375 | 9906 (5521) B0 Zipper 1998 August 1, 2002 Feo A 6002
Dynamic Tex | 10020 | 6020 6425 2% - - 6225 | o809 622 Beximeo Denims 1998 July 10, 2005 Jan. Jud 18052
Emswlmﬁ 10750 150 6.10 570 1.300 580 580 | 0006 (1.99) Beximco Fishenes 1994 May 1, 2004 Jan, Jul 1489571
GEM Knn 100v50 1 60O 37 00 00 . ‘ I77S | 9612 ’ Beximco Infuson 199l October 31, 2000 Ot Aor 20072 g
GMG Ind 10550 . \ 2% B0 , . 8500 | 0006 (15 9) Bexmeo Synthetcs 1990 Seplember 1, 2008 Mar, Sep 106872 J
HATexe |10050] 9600 7550 7325 0 7700 7500|9009 401 1000]| |Bexmco Textie 1995 Juty 1., 2008 Jan, 10052 ;
MHossan |100%0] 13850 4600 4525 200 4575 4550 |9e06 (913) Beximco Kofing 194 Iy 1. 2004 Joo ez | W% f
— !-
COMPANY CALENDAR i
Company Declaration Book Closure AGMEGM Company Dexlaration Book Closure AGMEGM
Yoar Div/ From To Date Venue Yool Diw/ From To Date Venve .
End | Bow ’ End | Bow s _‘
R Time Rght Time .
Prime Textie wow  10% 15122000 &1/2001 061017200111 00Al Factory Premises Bx Synthetcs Ded | 158022001 284022001 .
Padma Od moow  50% 16022001 1002001 010372001 12 00PM .
Eastemn Lub s 28% 21022001 27022001 270272001 Chitagong L3
BOC mee  40% 21012001 17022001  17/02/2001 ;E
BO Zipper Dot 21012001 310172001 o1
Uttara Bank EGM 0802/2001 1000 / Offcer's Chd b




