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Vettori back
- to Kiwi fold

WELLINGTON. Jan 24: New
Zealand left-arm spinner Daniel
ettori Is back in the New Zeg.
P;nd squad for the lirst two ol
five scheduled limited-overs
internationals  against Sri
Lanka. New Zealand Crickel
said on Wednesday. reports
Reuters.

Vettori has been out of the
team for four months with a
<tress injury to his back. sy-.
tatned on the taur of Zinihily e

and South Alrica.
But the bad vews g g
Black Caps  was b vonngder

Chris Catrns Tuvd piven up his
hattle to be 1 (or any New
Zealand matches this summer
and decided to undergo knee
surgery which would keep him
out of international ericket for
six months.

Cairns, ruled out of New
Zealand's recent tour of South
Africa because of his trouble-
some right knee, made a come-
back for the first one-day inter-
national against Zimbabwe but
could bowl only three overs.

Cairms expects to be fit for
New Zealand's September tour
of Pakistan.

Chalrman of selectors Sir
Richard Hadlee saild, "Daniel
Vettori has assured the selec-
tion Rancl that he s 100 per
cent fit, ready and very keen to
play.”

Joining Vettori with a recall
to the 12-man squad is Wel-
lington pace bowler Andrew
Penn - who was also injured on
the tour of Southern Africa.

"Andrew Penn is a netra-
tive bowler with an ability to
take wickets...In making this
selection the panel has opted
for an additional strike bowler
at the expense of a second spin
bowler.” Hadlee said.

New Zealand take on Sri
Lanka in the first match of the
series in Napier on January 31.

Geoff Allott. Chris Cairns.
Michael Mason, Scott Styris
and Shayne O'Connor were not
considered due to injury.

SQUAD
Stephen Fleming (captain).
Nathan Astle, Mathew Sinclair.
Roger Twose. Craig McMillan,
Jacob Oram., Chris Harris.
Adam Parore, Daniel Vetlori.

James Franklin, Andrew Penn
Chris Martin.

BCCSL blam
Kenyan spirit

NAIROBI, Jan 24: Sri
Lankan cricket officials on
Tuesday expressed disappoint-
ment at the weak opposition
put up by Kenya against their
"A" team here saying their hosts
lacked commitment, reports
AFP.

The Sri Lankans, backed by
seven Test plavers, comprehen-
sively won two one-day inter-
nationals and drew their one
three-day game in the coastal
town of Mombasa and appear
set to dominate the remaining
three matches of their tour.

"We really thought very seri-
ously about Kenyan cricket.
Since they haven't got the In-
ternational Cricket Council
(ICC) Test status. Sri Lanka has
decided to support them in
their efforts. That's why we've
sent a very s,tr«:m%v side to
Kenya®, said Ravin Wickrama-
ratne, executive member of the
Board of Control for Cricket in
Sri Lanka (BCCSL).

"They have a very C?md tal-
ent in their stores and a great
future ahead of them but they
need to show a lot of commit-
ment.

"We really expected a lot
more fight between the two
teams but we comfortably man-_
aged to win in Mombasa.” Wick-
ramaratne said.

The Kenyan opposition has
not been helped by injuries to
their top players including the
captain Maurice Odunbe who

sat out the two one-day
matches.
However the Kenvans, who

seem to be facing a lean spell
since hosting the [ICC Knock-
out Trophy Jast October could
draw support from the Sri
Lanka mnational team which
struggled in their tour of South
Africa which ended yesterday.
South Africa won the series 2-
nil.

Two members on the tourin
Sri Lanka "A" side, skipper an
all-rounder Kumar Dhar-
masena and Ruchira Perera,
have been called to reinforce
the senior team for the tour of
New Zealand beginning on
January 26,

. L
English cricket

! |

enpowered

LONDON, Jan 24 (Internet
report): English cricket's newest
sponsors will plough |1 1million
pounds into the domestic Test
malch game over the next three
years.

The backers were confirmed
4 npower, the essential serv-
ices provider. Their involve-
ment, though, is no secret with
media articles already having
confirmed thetr commitment to
Test cricket in this country.

They take over from Cornhill
Insurance, who sponsored
Engjand's home matches fromn
1978 to last scason, Investing
27.7milllon pounds into the
E‘:lne. withh 3 milllon pounds

Ing their outlay i 2000

The company also sponsors
ITV's The Bill' and the FA Pre-
nler League, and they take over
for a high-profile English sea-
son with Pakistan (two Tests)
and Australia (five-Test Ashes
series) the visitors.

England captain  Nasser
Hussaln said: "All the England
players are relishing the pros-
pect of taking part In the first
npower Test Series.

Australia and Pakistan are
both top sides with world-class
players in their ranks and I'm
sure that all cricket fans can

look forward to an excltlnF and
r o

closely fought summe Test
cricket.”

T
|'.--'

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25. 2001

e —

MELBOURNL.
Jan 24: Austra-
llan Test batsman
Mark Waugh will
be dropped unless
lie agrees to take
part in a worldwide Investiga-
tion Into corruption In cricket,
reports Reuters.
Australian

Cricket Board

(ACB) chief executive Malcolm
Speed said on Wednesday that
“P;fugn.

brother of Australlia’'s

MALCOLM SPEED
captain Steve, had been

given
24 hours to change his mind or
face automatic suspension.

‘I's disappointing that we
gol to that stage but we weren't

able to resolve
way."” Speed said.

"We have a duty to the pub-
lic to ensure the matter is being
dealt with effectively."

The Intermational Cricket
Council's (ICC) Anti-Corruption
Unit (ACU), which is due to visit
Australia next month, wants to
speak o Waugh following alle-
gations he took money from an
Indian  bookmakes Mukesl
Kumar Gupta. in pxchanf;e for
information on the team during

it any other

a six-a-side tournament in
Hong Kong in 1992 or 1993
augh was among nine

non-Indian players, including
former Test captains Brian
Lara, Alec Stewart and Martin
Crowe, named In an Indian
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) report into match-fixing
last November as having con-
nections with bookmakers,

Waugh and teammate Shane
Warne were fined in 1995 after
admitting they had accepled
money from a bookmaker In
1994 in exchange for Informa-
tion on pitch and weather con-
ditlons. ,

But Waugh has strongly de-
nied these latest charges and
had previously sald he wanted
to co-operate with the investi-

tion to clear his name.

But the 35-
nounced earlter this week that
he had chan
discussing the case with his
lawyers and would not face the
investigators, leading to wide-
spread calls for his immediate
dismissal.

The ACH. which has pledged
to do everything it can to stamp
out corruption in the game,
held an emergency meeting
after Waugh's about-turn before
deciding to issue him with their
ultimatum.

"I have written to Mark on
behalf of the directors, ﬂsklng
him to reconsider his position,
Speed said.

“The board implores Mark
Waugh to change his view and
submit to the interview proc-
es8."

The letter., which was re-
leased to media, included spe-
cific detalls of exactly what the
ACU wanted to speak to Waugh
about.

These were:

* The number of occaslons
Waugh met a bookmaker (or
bookinakers) and received
money for the provision of in-
formation about cricket.

* The total amount of money
he has received from any par-
lies (other than bona fide me-

ar-old an-

d his mind after

= - ———— S R A e T

dia) for the provision of infor-
mation about cricket.

* The identification of the
bookmaker or bookinakers with
whom he had dealings with
respect to the provision of In-
formation about cricket and a
description of those dealings.

* The Identification ol cur-
rent or former international
cricket playvers with whom he

had dealings in relation to his
contact with a bookmaker or

B ——

MARK WAUGH
bookmakers and a description
of those dealings.

* Clarification
lections of any meeting with a
bookmaker in Hong Hong in
1992 or 1993 In light of the CBI

Report and his response to the
references to him in it

of his recol-

Waugh had flown to Adelaide |

with the Australian team ahead
of Friday's one-day match
against West Indies when he
was told of the ACB's decision.

He refused to comment on
the matter and did not-attend
the team's afternoon training
session.

"Mark did not appear to be
unduly surprised by it. I think
the best | could say is that he
took it on the chin.” Speed said.

Thomso

LONDON, Jan 24:

Fast-bowlin

great Jeff Thom-
son said |lhere
Wednesday that

the present Aus
tralia Test teamn were far from
invincible, reports AFP.

"They are a good side but
they haven't been tested lately,”
said Australia great Thomson,
who in partnership with Dennis
Lillee formed one of world
cricket's most devastating fast
bowling duos during the 1970s.

There's not that much be-
tween winning and losing,” said
Thomson at Lord's where Eng-
land were unveiling a new Test
match sponsor.

"Australia  haven't really
been put under pressure lately.
Obviously with guys like Mi-
chael Slater in the top order
and Adam Gilchrist, a good
keeper coming in at seven or
even eight, the batting is very
strong.

"Brett Lee is a very good
bowler. He's as sharp as Shoaib
Akhtar of Pakistan." said
Thomson, who still holds the
official world record for the
fastest delivery (99mph).

“But he (Lee) has had a back
injury and a back injury is a
back injury,” said Thomson,
whose own pace was reduced
due to shoulder problems.

"Jason Gillespie is a
bowler but he too has had
trouble.”

Thomson, who assisted Zim-
babwe during their tour here
last year said he had been im-

ressed by England's recent
orm which has seen them win
three Test series in a row.

"These fellahs (En
have played under a

ood
ack

and)
ot of

doesn't

stress for a lot of time but they
have started to come through.
They've brought some new guys
in and I'm sure there Is more
respect for the England team in
Australia han there was a year
ago. "There was a time 10
years ago when we (Australia)
were copping a flogging from
verybody but the wheel turns.”
After England play two home

Tests against Pakistan this
summer, Australia visit for a
five-match 'Ahes series and

England captain Nasser Hus-
sain iIs looking forward to the
challenge.

‘It's been an extraordinary
few months for the team  but
the Australians always surprise
me.

"You hear about their bats-
men leaming to play off good,
hard pitches but if you look at
the statistics when they come

over here their batsmen
Stuart Law, Justin Langer,
Greg Blewett all do well in

county cricket.

"And two of those (Law and
Blewett) aren't in their current
Test team. They are the best
team in the world so we know it
will be tough.

England have a potentially
awkward three-Test tour to Sri

Lanka before Pakistan arrive
here. England won a three
match series 1-0 thanks to

Hussain and Graham Thorpe's
batting heroics in the final Test
loom of Karachi and the Eng-
and skipper expects another
hard encounter,

"They'll be just as tough here
as they were there. Their pace
attack of Wasim Akram. Waqar
Younis, Abdur Razzaq and the
rest is very strong. There'll also
be a chance for Mr Thorpe and

think so

Moin to speak again.”

The Surrey batsman and the
Pakistan wicketkeeper were
involved Iin an on-field row
during the final Test as Moin
vainly appealed against the
light.

"We were actually the best of
mates off the field but competi-
tive on it and that's how it
should be."”

Thorpe made a century on
his Test debut, against Austra-
lia, In 1993 and is relishing the
chane to face them again as
England bid to win the Ashes
for the first time since Mike
Gatting 1986/7 tour.

"Everryone remembers their
first game and to score a hun-
dred on debut was a very proud
moment for me. I've always
liked the way the Aussies play
the game but there's a lot of
cricket before they arrive.”

One of the star attractions
ought to be elegant Australia
batsman Mark Waugh.

But his international future
was under a cloud Wednesday
after he was given a 24-hour
ultimatum to end his refusal to
talk to match-fixing investiga-
tors or face being dropped from
the Australia team.

"The ACB (Australia Cricket
Board) should have been tough
with Mark years ago," sald
Thomson, who added that their
current hardline stance
smacked of making up for lost
time.

‘augh and Shane Warne
took money for weather .- and
pitch information from an In-
dian bookmaker in 1994 but it
was not until four years later.
under pressure from the Aus-
tralian press, that the ACB ad-
mitted the incident.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN NOTEBOOK

MELBOURNE. Jan 24 (AFP):
A petite and slimline Martina
Hingis had this to say to the
news that her beaten quarterfi-
nal opponent Serena Williams
had been suffering from food
poisoning: "Well, you have to
watch out what you eat then. |
learned that. 1 mean, in the
past sometimes | didn't feel that
greal. or | gained weight. But
you have to become a little bit
professional about it (your eat-
ing habits).”

BAD HAIR DAY
FOR VENUS

Playing under the closed roof
at the Rod Laver Arena did not
make much difference to Venus
Willlams' play but it did have
an impact in another crucial
area. “If definitely affected my
hairstyle,” she sald. "I thought
the sun was going to be out so |

ulled my hair back, put my
1at on. If I had known they
were going to close the roof, |
would have worn a ponytail.”

- MUM AND NOTES
PULL VENUS
THROUGH

It took two secret weapo
to help Venus Willlams throu
her quarterfinal clash with
South Africa's Amanda Coetzer
on Wednesday. Number one
was Mum Oracene's support
from the stands. "I can't really
hear her saying things because
of the crowd and the clapping
but | can hear her voice and see
her face," she sald. Venus pre-
fers not to look up into the
stands too often, preferring
instead to consult the little
post-it notes she uses to re-
mind her of some key points
about her game. But at thnes
there is no alternative to a little
family support. "When (ts really
time and | really need some
support | do look up.”

SQUINTING AT
SUCCESS

Size Is not the only disad-
vantage France's Arnaud Clem-
ent had going into his quarter-
final match with Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov Wednesday. The 1.73m

(5'8") tall Clement is one of the
smallest players on the men's
tour and also

has the worst

eyesight.
with contact lenses but®jt just
didn't work." he told The Aus-
tralian. "I couldn’'t play without
my glasses.”

Perhaps
Plerce should take a leaf out of

"My doctor tried me

compatriot Mary
Clement's book she Is also
short-sighted and has frequent
problems with contact lenses
but prefers to squint at the ball
rather than wear glasses.

2% 4 TR

Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov wipes his forehead during his

Australian Open quarterfinal
Clemente of France yesterday:.

mateh against Arnand
~ AFP photo

SL turn back to
Tillekeratne

COLOMBO, 24: Sri
Lanka have recalled batsman
Hashan Tillekeratne for the
series agalnst England starting
next month, reports Reuters.

The squad announced on
Monday also Includes batsman
Aravinda de Silva who was
rushed to South Africa in the
middle of Sri Lanka's disastrous
tour.

Tillekeratne has not played
for the national team since Sri
Lanka falled to qualify for the
lay-off round at the last World

Jan

up in 1999,
He has been playing very
consistently (n the local

league,” sald Board of Control
for Cricket in Sri Lanka
spokesman Chandrishan Per-
era.

The England series begins
with the first Test In Galle in
southern - Sri Lanka on Febru-
ary 22. Besides further Tests in
Kandy and Colombo, England
will also play three one-day
internationals on their tour,
which ends on March 28,

The squad was named before
Sri Lanka crashed to an innings
defeat on Monday in the third
Test, losing the series 2-0. Sri
Lanka also lost five of the six
one-day internationals in South

Africa.
SQUAD

Sanath Jayasuriya (captain),
Marvan Atapattu. Mahela
Jayawardene, Romesh Kalu-
witharana, Kumar Sangakkara,

Russel Amold., Aravinda de
Silva, Avishka Gunawardne.
Muttiah Muralitharan.

Chaminda Vaas, Nuwan Zoysa.
Dilhara Fernando, Kaushalya
Weerarathne, Eric Upashantha.
Ruchira Perera, T.M. Dilshan.
Hashan  Tillekeratne, Upul
Chandana, Niroshan Bandara-
thileke, Dinuk Hettiarachchi,
Sujeewa de Silva. Ravindra
Pusppakumara.

Waugh brothers
didn’t discuss it
ADELAIDE, Jan 24: Austra-
lian cricket captain Steve
Waugh said Wednesday that he
is yet to speak to twin brother
Mark about the latter's refusal
to talk to cricket's corruption
Investigators, reports AFP.

The Australian captain said
he had left a message on Mark's
vhone, but was yet to discuss
iis brother's refusal to be inter-
viewed.

"We haven't had a chance to
talk," Steve Waugh said.

"At some stage we will, but
he probably feels like keeping to
himself at this stage.

"No-one else knows what's
going on behind the scenes or
what's occurring. People have
all got opinions about it but |
think I'll keep mine to myself "

“It's a tough situation at the
moment and Mark's obviousl
being guided by his lawyers and
hoping he's going in the rigit
direction," Steve Waugh said.

cheer about

SYDNEY, Jan 24 (Reuters):

Zimbabwe cricket captain
Heath Streak awoke on
Wednesday knowing that his

team's remarkable 47-run win
over West Indies the previous
night was a rare dose of good
news for the people of his trou-
bled African homeland.

"We're all concerned about
the future of our country,”
Streak told reporters on Tues-
day night after the match.

"We're kept well informed of
what's going on and we feel
we've got a duty to people back
home. What we do on the
cricket field prides a lot of peo-
ple back home.

‘I suppose it's something
that we can give back to the
people in Zimbabwe and victo-
ries like this one are special.”

Streak was man of
match, scoring 45 in
babwe's 138 before taking
off elght overs as West Indtes
were dismissed for 91, their
second lowest total in 412 lim-
ited overs internationals.

Streak sald the only thing
better than beating the Wesi
Indies would be overcoming
Australla who are unbeaten in
four tnatches so far in the tri-
angular series.

‘If we can register a victory
against Australia in this tour-
nament, it's something that
would really go down well in
Zimbabwe." he sald.

‘It would help the whole at-
mosphere in Zimbabwe - they
need something lightening at
the moment.”

the
Zim-
4-8

Agassi declines
wedding report

MELBOURNE. Jan 24: An-
dre Agassl laughed off a report
in a German newspaper yester-
day saying he would marry
Stefli Graf before the end of the
vear, reports Reuters,

‘I Just say you keep reading
and stay tuned,” Agassi, whose
romance with Grafl keeps mak-
ln% headline news, joked when
asked about an unsourced
front-page story In popular
dally Bild.

“You guys have it all figured
out over there,” added the de-
fending Australian Open cham-
pilon, speaking after II:II’I:r; victory
over Todd Martin for a place
the semifinals of the first grand
slam event of the year.

Bild, which had previously
predicted the couple would get
married last year, quoted a
friend of Agassi as saying he
and Graf kept talking about
children.

The paf)er added that Agassi
had purchased a luxury villa
near San Francisco where the
couple planned to move in after

the Australian Open, *
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'Mark, talk or walk’

Wox_'ld No 1 Martina Hingis of Switzerland shakes hands with American Serena Williams after
their Australian Open quarterfinal elash yesterday.

MELBOURNE.,
Jan 24: Martina
Liingis spoiled the
Willlams sisters
party Wednesday,
driving a wedge
through thelr hopes of a semifi-
nal showdown. reports AFP.
But the world No.l had
summon all her resolve to
counter the power game of
Serena in a rollercoster ride
through a classle quarterfinal
contest.
She eventually triumphed 6-
2, 3-6, '8-6 after two hours 19
minutes of pulsating tennis.
Their titanic battle in the
Rod Laver Arena followed Ve-
nus's escape against feisty
South African Amanda Coetzer.
The pundits were labelling
her stunning 2-6, 6-1, 8-6 win
the match of the tournament
until sister Serena took on Hin-
gis

(O

The Swiss miss came from
4-1 down In the third set in a
seesawing match to strike a
blow for technique over brute
force

| was a double break down,"”
sald Hingis. "l just tried to hang
in there and fight my way
through. It just a

Wwas

E{H‘dl’

Hingis dashes sisters

comeback ”
She classed her tennis in the

lirst set as the best she had
ever played
"That was the best [I've

played I think the entire career
so far," she sald. "But | wasn't
able to hold it up the whole
match.”

After the match Serena re-
vealed that she hadn't eaten in
two days after going down with
food poisoning.

‘I wanted a big win today
but I wasn't at iny best or feel-
ing my best," she sald. "1 did
well considering | haven't eaten
in two days, apart from a piece
of toast here and there.”

But she also paid tribute to
Hingis. "She went on adrenalin

and a lot of heart and that's
what won it in1 the end *
Third seed \rnus Willlams

fought back from the brink of
defeat to beat Soutl African 10
seed Amanda Coetzer 2-6. 6-1
8-6 today and reach the semi-
finals )

Coetzer served for the match
after breaking Williams to reach
2-3 in the third set. onlv for
Williams to break her serve and
then level the set

T'he pair traded breaks again

American Venus Williams jubilates after beating Amanda
Coetzer of South Africa in the quarterfinal of the Australian

~ AFP photo

"hopes

before  Willlams  grabbed
crucial advantage in the
ganie

Coetzer had raced through
the first set in just 21 minutes.
breaking a sluggish and error-
prone Willlams's serve twice
and then served out the set to
love. Williams did not win a
’minl in the first two games and
1er major contribution to the
first set was 19 unforced errors.

That trend was reversed in
the second set, with Coetzer
becoming tentative as |f
shocked to find herself in the
lead and Williams %ftring her
wayward groundstrokes under
control

Venus Williams. the reigning
Wimbledon and US Open
champion, had not made it past
the quarter-finals in her two
previous appearances at the
season-opening grand slam
event

>erena said Venus had as-
sured her she would perform
better against Hingis on Thurs-
day. "Unfortunately I'll be in the
stand watching instead of tak-
ing her on.'

And Hingis admitted she
would have to move up a level

the
13"

10 secure a place in the final
against Lindsay Davenport or
Jennifer Capriati

"Every time (t is the same
thing,” said Hingis. "I play one
(Williams) then the other one is
waiting at a Grand Slam. I'll
just try to have a little rest and
give my best tomorrow

Hinglis won five Grand Slam
titles between 1997 and 1999
but has failed to win one since
her third Australian Open
CIrowTtTl

ohe had beaten Serena iIn
straight sets in a Syvdney warm-
up tourmament earlier this
month and looked set to repeat
the feat with an impressive
start (o the atch, racing
through the first set |

But she conldn’t sustain her
donminance as Serena’'s superior
lirepower began to take eflect
At times earlyv i the third set,
she looked close to tears of
frustration as the maich
seemed to be slipping away

But at 4-1 down, she found
a new lease of life, matching
Serena’'s breaks and finallv
wrapped it up on her second
match point with a confident
overhead that gave an ex-

hausted Serena no chance

Venus was on the verge
crashing out herself

She had to dig herself out of
a hole to break the resolve of
the 10th seeded Coetzer in an-
other nailbiting quarterfinal

Coetzer served for the match
in the third but Venus
pulled back to win

The ever-confident US Open
and Wimbledon champion put
her comeback down to her
competitive spirit

| think it's like a natural re-
flex.” she said. "l think it's just
not liking to lose. | don't like to

l"lf-

sel
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