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Crystal Palace
may go for
Oman custodian

DUBAL Jan 23; Oman's in-
ternational  goalkeeper Badr
Jumaa said Tuesday that he
could be playing for Crystal
Palace In the English First Divi-

sion next season, reports AFP.
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‘I'verhad talks with an offi-
clal from Crystal Palace who
showed his Interest in  my
transter there fronm next seca-
son.” Jumaa told AFP

Jumaa, who plays club foot-
ball for south Omani team
Dhofar, added he was awaiting
agrecinent by "Oman's Football
Federation, which imposes dra-
comfan  measures on  Omani
footballers  being  transferred
overseas.” :

Jumaa was voted best goal-
Keeper in the 18th Gulf club
champions cup held between
January 3-14 in Al-Ain. United
Arab Emirates. |

O'Leary admits
court case
effect

LONDON, Jan 23: Leeds
United manager David O'Leary
admitted Tuesday that the
court case hanging over Lee
Bowyer and Jonathan Wood-
gate has aflected the club's
quest for honours this season
reports AFP.

Despite  magnificent  per-
[ormances in the Champions
League, in which they still have
a good chance of making the
last eight, Leeds have struggled
lix the Premiership and are lan-
guishing in the bottomr half of
the table

and Woodgate,
are due at Hull Crown
Court from January 29 on
charges - which they both deny
- of causing grievous bodily
harmm and alfray following an
attack on an Asian student a
Vear ago

~ O'Leary revealed the impact
the impending case has had on
his teamn.

Bowyer, 24
=21,

Once the implications of the
episode sunk in, playvers were
adversely affected,” he said

‘One room at Thorp Arch
(Leeds’ fraining complex) be-
came a solicitor's office. There
was much going on., too
many people missing training
sessions, then going off to be
interviewed in 11-}]:1 ¢ stations.

‘it's been very disruptive. It
alfects everybody, not just those
who have been l'[lf]rgr‘{l
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not really
siraiin we
SeAaAsSOrn.

"People have
preciated what have
been under this We
have that many people going ofl
to police stations to be inter-
viewed and players have missed
training here, and every-
wher:

"I have been planning things
only to be told on the morming
of the (training) that
this person and that person

ap-
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was required to make a state-
1nent
L eboeuf
finds
support
PARIS, Jan 2 Chelsea s

lender Franck Leboeuf on Mon-

day received the backing of
French internet site
www.football365.fr after its
English equivalent had
launched a cheeky campaign to
inance his departure. reports
AFP

World Cup winner Leboeuf,
who is currentlv being linked
with a move to reigning French
champions Monaco, was once
voted the most hated man in
lootball by England's foot-
ball365 . com i

In a letter, the
gave their total
boeuf. adding
colleagues had
[ar.’

The English site had said for
every call it received from its
surfers they would contribute
10 pence (0,15 dollars) towards
buving the 32-vear-old central
defender an airline ticket back
across the English Channel
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French site
support to Le-
their English

gone much too

the Chelsea teain whicl
thumped Ipswich 4-1 on Satur-
day, has been eclipsed at
Stamford Bridge by emerging

20-year-old defencder Ielin
Terry
He Is now heavily tipped to

leave the west London club for
of around 3  million
pounds (4.5 million dollars)

Too much
TV injures
Ferdinand!

LONDON, Jan 23: Leeds
coach David O'Leary revealed
Mondav that Rio Ferdinand, the
world's most expensive de-
fencer, is set to sit out Wednes-
day's Premiership match at
Aston Villa after injuring him-
sell in a freak accident

O'Leary sald that Ferdinand,

an I 8-million-pound (27-

London on January 22.

Premiership

LONDON, Jan 23:

s A goal from West
da' Hamn's ltalian
@ striker Paolo Di

Canio 16 minutes
from time earned
West Ham a point in a fiercely-
contested 1-1 draw at London
rivals Charlton on Monday,
reports AFP.

Charlton, who were out to
avenge a 5-0 thrashing by West
Ham at Upton Park, took an
carly lead through Sean Bartlett
alter seven minutes.

But the visitors dominated
the game from then and were
unfortunate not to be level be-
fore Di Canio's strike.

Charlton coach Alan Cur-
bishley was glowing in his
praise of his London neigh-
bours

"They are the best team we
have played this season,” said
Curbishley, a former West Ham
player.

England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson was treated to a pas-
sionate London derby for the
fifth instalment of his guide to
English football

The lormer Lazio coach, who
arrived 10 days ago., witnessed
the likes of Joe Cole, Michael
Carrick and Frank Lampard
press their international claims.
But it was Charlton's early
endeavours that reaped reward
with the opener through a cool
finish from Bartlett.

Paul Konchesky burst
through midfield to slip the
South Alrican into the box and
he beat Craig Forrest (rom 15
vards for his third goal since
arriving on a long-term loan

‘ 4

from Swiss side FC Zurich.

The visitors were dominant
before the interval and a
quickly taken free-kick involy-
ing Nigel Winterburn and Laun-
pard sliced open the Charlton

defenice only tor i
drag his shot wide

Claus Jensen forced Forrest
into a rare stop on the stroke of
half-time with the keeper par-
rving a 20-vard curler.

Charlton began the second
period as they had the first but
the skills of Di Canio and
Frederic Kanoute were checked
for the most part by the out-
standing Richard Rufus.

Canio lo

West Ham United's Cameroon international defender Rigohert Song (L) launches himself for a
tackle on Kevin Lisbie of Charlton Athletic during their Premiership game at The Valley in

—AFP photo

Di Canio saves Hammers' day

Cole must have impressed
Eriksson. The precocious play-
maker was only kept ofl the
scoresheet by a goal-line block
from Andy Todd.

Di Canio was booked in the

/lst-minute  booking as his
Irustration grew but his mood
changed three minutes later

with a wonderful leveller

The ltallan danced his way
across the edge of the area and
threaded his shot into the fop
right-hand corner.

A point aplece leaves neither
Sidde closer to the destiny
their seasons with both
camped in mid-table.
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LONDON, Jan 23 (AFP):
Monday's match (plaved. won, drawn, losi
points):

Manchester United 24 |
Sunderland 24 |
Arsenal 24 I
Liverpool 23 |
Ipswich 24 !
Newcastle 24 |
LLeicester 23 |
Chelsea 23
Charlton 24
Tottenham 24
West Ham 23
Leeds 22
Aston Villa 22
Southampton 24
Fverton 23
Middlesbrough 24
Derby 24
Man City 24
Coventry 24
Bradiord 23
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Premiership table after
goals lor, against,

5 2 56 16 56
7 5 I 22 43
“ O 39 23 41
-4 7 42 206 40
4 & 306 30 40
4 9 %! 32 37
6 7 24 25 36
7 7 13 29 34
6 9 32 37 33
Vi 0 30 34 3

9 i 32 27 A0
9 32 31 29
8 1 23 24 29
8 O 28 34 29
5 | ] 24 3 26
9 10 27 30 24
9 10 20 i1 24
0 13 28 43 21
§ 13 23 43 21
7 13 | 5 41 | 6

million-dollar) sumuner signing
[rom West Hamm. strained a leg

when he rested it on a coffee
table

‘It was a freak accident, and
typical of this secason.” said
O'Leary. "It wasn'l even on the
training round. He was

walching television and had his
foot up on the coffee table.

“He had 1t there in a certain
position for a number of hours
and strained a tendon behind

£ his knee "

Ferdinand., 22. who
Leeds in November., has

joined
played

just eight times for his new club
cSinee the move.

LONDON, Jan 23:
Middlesbrough

midfielder Chris-
tian Karembeu
becaimne the latest
Frenchman to

standards in the Pre-
on Tuesday by de-

criticise
miership !
scribing tactics in England as
amateurish, reports AFP.

The dreadlocked World Cup

and Euro 2000 star joined
Frank Leboeulf, Nicolas Anelka
and Emmanuel Petit in finding
fault with the domestic game.

It is as though teams are
making things up as they go

along,”" said the French inter-
national.
"The game in England is

physical and played up in the
air, and 1 find that there is a
lack of preparation.

‘I scored a goal against
Manchester United which was
very important for me. espe-

cially as there was movement i
the build-up to it.

"That is the type of play that
[ learned at Nantes, and found
again with Sampdoria and Real
Madrid and it is something that
| miss here

"There s clearly movement
in English football, but it is only
in a vertical direction.

"Besides. movement is
just about attacking. It
bringing the ball forward,
passing, breaking free and cre-
ating space for your team-
mates.

‘England invented football.
and the game and everything
affecting it all stem from here -
supporters and the business
aspect as well

“The sport has become pro-
fessionalised to an extreme by
the Premiership. However, it
also remains amateurish in a
host of respects.” he told Brit-
ain's Dally Mirror newspaper.

Despite his criticisms,
Karembeu insists he has no
regrets about joining the North
East club.
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Karambeu slams English style

The Frenchman, who is mar-
ried to "'Wonderbra' model Adri-
ana Sklenarikova, has helped
his side to an eight-match un-
beaten run which has taken
them out of the relegalion zone.

"Boro were a natural choice

for me."” said Karambeu. "I have
never gone where people expect
me (o

‘Because | am married to
Adriana people think that | live
in capital cities, drive round in
a Rolls Royce and am sur-
rounded by bodyguards.

"But that's not my thing. |
live for the reality of my job and
| gol an offer to come to Mid-
dlesbrough

"It's true to say my wife
would have preferred Italy or
Spain but for me there were no
doubits

"English people treat lootball
as a spectacle - that is crystal-
clear. It first struck me when |
was here withh the French tean
during Euro 96.

Jan 23 (AFP): English foot-
ball briefs on Tuesday:

OWEN CONCERN
FOR LIVERPOOL

LONDON: Liverpool coach
Gerard Houllier revealed Mon-
day that striker Michael Owen
Is likely to face two weeks on
the sidelines after suffering yet
another hamstring injury.

That means that the 20-
vear-old England striker will

take no part in an important
week for the Merseysiders.,

Liverpool face a make-or-
break week that sees them play
Crystal Palace on Wednesday in
the League Cup semi-final sec-
ond leg. and then an FA Cup
fourth round clash at Leeds on
Saturday,

Owen underwent a precau-
tionary scan on his right ham-

string  after Saturday's 0-0
home draw against Middles-
brough

"Michael is definitely out of
the game on Wednesday. He felt
his leg at the end of the Boro
game,” said Houllier

It is his hamstring which is
causing the problem and we
will need to find out exactly how
bad it Is. He sald he felt some-
thing in his leg.

"At this stage | would say he
will probably be out for two
weeks, but we will know niore

| later this week
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suflering a crisis .of confidence
and that the elub's medical st
were concerned about his hang-

strings again,

It means Robbje Fowler
could find himself thrown (nto
the firing line after a fortnight of
controversy and transfer
speculation, with new Finuish
star Jarl Litmanen his likely
attacking partner,

For Owen, this latest
back is a bitter blow, with new
England boss Sven-Goran
Erl(lcsnu S00n o announce his
first squad for the friendly with

SEHI]I at Villa Park on February
28. ;
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ENGLISH FOOTBALL BRIEFS

DYER RETURNS
TO TRAINING

LONDON Newcastle and
England midfielder Kieron Dyer
was told Monday that he does
not have a serious injury after
undergoing stringent medical
tests on what was believed to be
a shin splints problem.

Dyer, who was playing as an
emergency siriker before serv-
ing a ftwo-match suspension,
has been complaining of pain in
both shins

But the 22.vear-old has
been given the all-clear to re-
sume  training and conld be
back in tiime for the Premier-
ship trip to Chelsea on January

31
ERIKSSON MEETS

BORO MANAGERS

LONDON: New England
coach  Sven-Goran Erilksson
continued his whirlwind tour of
Premicrship  clubs Monday
when he met up with Middles-
brough management duo Terry
Venables and Bryan Robson, -

The 52-year-old Swede, who
witched Sunderland's 0-0 draw

with Bradford at The Stadium
ol Light on Sunday, visited
Boro's Rockliffe Park training
ground and spent 30 minutes
with former England coach
Venables and Robson before
heading back to the capital

Irom Newcastle Airport

TEHRAN, Jan 23: The Ira-
nian reformist MP who heads
the national football federation
has falled in his bid for re.
election to the post, federation
sources told AFP on Tuesday.

Mohsen  Safal-Farahani, a

deputy from Teliran and close
ally of President Mohammad
Khatami, did not garner enough
votes to make it to the deciding
round of elections to be held in
the coming days, they satd.

The election comes just after
the signing of former Croatian
national  manager Miroslay
Blazevic as new head coach of
Iran for the run-up to the 2002
World Cup flnals in Japan and
South Korea.

Blazevie replaced Jalal
Talebl, who stepped down in
Octaber  after favoured  Iran
crashed out of last vear's Asfan
Cup with a quarter-finals loss
lo South Korea.

Blazevic led Croatia to a
surprise third-place finish at
the 1998 World Cup in France,

Dynamo’s Kaladze
Serie A
bound

MILAN. Jan 23: Dynamo
Kiev's Kakha Kaladze (s set to
sign for AC Milan, the Italian
club’s internet site reported on
Monday, reports AFP.

The 23.year-old Georgian
defender is already in Milan for
a medical, the site reported. No
lee or length of contract was
mentioned in the report

Grobbelaar
puts up a
bold face

JOHANNESBURG, Jan 23:
Bruce Grobbelaar does not fear
a possible lengthy ban by world
soccer's governing body FIFA
over match-fixing allegations,
reports Reuters.

The former Liverpool and
Zimbabwe goalkeeper, who had
a libel damages award over-
turned in a London court last
week. said in a South African
television interview on Monday
that he felt free to continue his
(*Dat‘hin%('areer.

Grobbelaar, now coach of
South African Premier League
club Super Sport United, said: |
was acquitted in a court of law
and I cannot be charged again.

I lost a libel action not a
court case so there is nothing
FIFA can do to me,

"FIFA will be getting a letter
from my lawyers.”

The English FA said it wonld
examine the judgement against
Grobbelaar after a British cour!
overturned an 85,000 pounds
(125.100 dollars) libel
made to him over match-fixing
allegations last Thursday.

Three judges upheld an ap-
peal by The Sun newspaper
against the damages and said
they were satistfied Grobbelaar
lind corruptly taken money to
fix games.

The matter, not least its in-
lernational consequences, will
be raised at the first opportu-
nity with FIFA, the FA said.

The South African FA said
on Friday it would write to the
FA in London for further clarifi-
cation on the implications of
the appeal court Judgement. It
said it would respect any deci-
sion taken by FIFA. -

After being cleared of match-
fixing charges, Grobbelaar was
found guilty of misconduct by
the FA in September 1997 for
breaking betting rules. He was
given a suspended six-month
ban and fined 10,000 pounds
(14,720 dollar).

On Sundayv. Grobbhelaar said
he had "no qualims® about the
decision nor the possibility of a
ban as he coachied his elab to a

3-0 win, over premier league
rivals Santos 3-0 in Pretoria.

Tardelli staying
another season?

MILAN, Jan 23: Inter Milan's
beleaguered coach Marco Tar-
delli will stay at the helm of the
struggling Italian First Division
outfit until next scason at least.
Inter's sporting director Gab-
ricle Orifali iInsisted Monday,
reports AFP

Oriali, a team-mate of Tar-
delli's in Italy's 1982 World Cup
winning side, gave his colleague
the vote of confidence after In-
ter had been linked with Argen-
tintan  coach Hector Cuper,
currently with  Spanish First
Division outfit Valencia,

"We are satisfied with the
work of our new coach and at
the same time perturbed at the
lalse information we are reading
in certain newspapers or hear-
ing on certain television pro-
grammes," sald Oriall.

‘We deny having had any
contact with Cuper. |1 can give
the assurance that Marco Tar-
delli will be on the Inter bench
not only this season but also for
next as his contract stipulates.”

Oriall then threatened legal
action for any future false inV
formatior.

Tardelli took the reins from
the sacked Marcello Lippi in
October but Inter's plight has
worsened In his three months
in charge.

Tardelli is the ninth coach to

work under Inter president
Massimo Morattlt during his
five-year stint  at  the once-
b mighty club.
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MADRID, Jan 23:
Real Madrid de-
fender Roberto
Carlos  sald on
Monday he rates
fellow  Brazilian
Rivaldo of Barcelona ahead of
Portuguese team mate Lulis
Figo. reports Reuters.

‘Between the two players, |
think I'd go for Rivaldo becanse

= o o -

ROBERTO CARLOS

-

DHAKA, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24

The thoughts of Roberto

he's Brazilian,” Roberto Carlos
sald In an Interview with Span-
Ish news agency Europa Press,

“Figo knows I've got enor-
mous respect for him but Ri-
valdo Is a player I live a lot.”

Roberto Carlos has been left
out of the Brazil team in recent
games but the fullback said he
was not concerned.

“The less sald about the na-
tional teain situation the bel-
ter.” he sald.

“There's a new coach at the
moment. I'm very happy here.
PIayinF well here will open the
doors for me.

“If they've left me oult for two
or three games It's to try out
someone else. It's not some-
thing that worries me.

I wouldn't say it's a great
objective of mine (to get back in
the side). I've had nine years in
the national team and I've expe-
riecnced a lot.”

But he had harsh words for
those back home who eriticise
Brazillans playing in Europe.

“Being a success in Europe
botliers a lot of people in Bra-
zil,” he said.

“Look what’s happened 1o
Rivaldo. People think that il
you've been world number o
vou don't need to play for the
national team or you lose vour
love for the shirt.
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“People want trouble. They
want to talk about you, but not
the good things.”

Roberto Carlos, who says he
sull wants to finish his career
in Brazil, refused to rule out
moving to another Spanish
club.

M 1 sald I'd never move
elsewhere n Spain that might
be a lie. I'd leave Real Madrid if
the people decided they did’t
Wal_}l me any more.

for Barcelona. there's a

I per cent chancer that 1 won't
gotheye

RIVALDO

BARCELONA. Jan
23 (Reuters /
Internet): Barce-
lona defender
Frank de Boer
-_ has warned Spa-

nish league leaders Real Madrid
not to write off his side's title
chances after a highly satisfying

L J

FRANK DE BOER

weekend for the Catalans, re-
ports AFP.

De Boer got the only goal in
sSaturday’'s 1-0 win over Valen-
Cia a resull that stretched
Barca's unbeaten run to 14
games in all competitions - and
then watched as Real were held
to a 2-2 draw at Valladolid 24
hours later.

Real continue to lead {le
standings by two points from
Deportivo Coruna, with Barce-
lona a point further back.

Vicente del Bosque's side
can increase their lead to five
[)m'nls by winning their game in
1and against Real Zaragoza on
Wednesday but de Boer is con-
viniced Barcelona's title chances
are lmproving all the time

It was a great result for us
against Valencia, de Boer said
on his website at
www.icons.com. "Real Madrid
have to play at Valencia next
week.

‘Winning the league title
liow has to be a real possibility
for us if we can continue our
good run. We're up to 14 games
without defeat now.”

Luis Enrique, who was sent
off in the Valencia game, also

rsees Bar

arevival

warned that Barcelona are gei-
ting stronger all the time.

Anyone who underestimates
us is going to pay for it,” said
the Spanish international mid-
fielder. "We've got a lot to say in
this title race and we're now in
a position to do it.

We're getring stronger at a
key moment in the cuanpaagan”

s
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Primera Liga preview

Real eyeing five-point gap

MADRID, Jan 23
(Reuters/Internet)
: Real Madrid aim
to show just how
much progress
they have made in
14 months under coach Vicente
del Bosque, and go five points
clear in Spain in the process,
when they take on Real
Zaragoza on Wednesday.

Del Bosque, who replaced
John Toshack as Real coach in
November 1999, had been in
the job just a couple of weeks
when Zaracoza came to the
Bernabeu stadium to play the
corresponding fixtuare Lnf sed-
SOl1.

With morale at rock bottom
and the media running almost
daily reports of dressing roou
rifts, Real looked and played
like a club in disarray as they
were handed a stinging 5-1
defeat -- their worst home re-
sult in 25 years.

‘It was one of the key 1o-
ments in my career as Real

coach.” del Bosque recalled this
week.

'l don't have very good
memories of that night. It was a
tough blow for us, at a tine
when we weren't in top forn.”

Del Bosque. who had been

coachiing the vouth teams at
Real, was virtuallv unknown
outside the club and few ex-

pected him to be able to tum
around what was fast turning
into a crisis.

Against all the odds, Real
went on to be crowned Euro-
pean champions last season
and this year things are looking
even better.

Despite a 2-2 draw at Valla-
dolid on Sunday. Real were
proclaimed  winter champions

Wil a two-point advantage at

Lthe lup.

Victory against a Zaragoza
side witly five plavers in;ﬁrf.ﬂl
would stretch that Iead 1o five
and keeo them firmly on course
for a first league title
1997.

Del Bosque has cut a modest

>ilce

figure during his highly suc- -

cesstul time in charge, though,
and he continues to insist that

the side cannot afiord to he
complacent

"We should rememgber that
Zaragoza are a dangerous rival.”
he said. "They scored five goals
against us last time here and
the backbone of their side is
virtually unchanged.

"We have to make sure his-
torv doesn't repeat itself.”

Del Bosque will recall Ivan
Helguera after his suspension
for the Valladolid game. while
Stve MeALinanan ecould also

return to the starting line-up in
placve ol Savio.
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Italian Cup semis

Milan look for 1st leg advantage «

MILAN. Jan 23:
Revitalised AC
Milan look to con-
solidate thelr re-
covery Thursday
when they play
the San Siro

in

Perugia ultras’
noble gesture

PERUGIA. Italy, Jan 23
Hardcore supporters of Italian
First Division Perugia Monday
vowed to give blood in memory

of one of their number who dierl
recently, reports AFP.

But the pledge has met with
approval from the authorities as
the supporters will only be do-
nating their own blood to help
others in need of urgent medi-
cal treatment.

The move Is the brainchild of
the fanatical Brigata Ultra (Ul-
tra Brigade) supporters group
that occupies the Curva Nord
area of the Stadio Renato Curi
and is in honour of a young fan
Michele who died recently.

“In hospitals there are so
many other young Kids who are
struggling to overcome illness.
Even If we do not know them we
will try and make our own con-

Fiorentina ot

tribution to help them." the
fans said in a statement.
‘For us it will be a great

satisfaction and also a moment
of cultural growth towards a
form of altrulsm which can be
taken further still by regi.&terlns
to donate bone marrow an

then to the desire to donate

| organs.”

their Italian Cup semi-final first
leg match, reports AFP.

That match comes 24 hours
after the other semi-final first
leg when Parma make the trip
to Udinese.

But the Milan match is the
more appetising fixture as it
gives Milan an early chance for
revenge after their 4-0 thrash-
ing at the hands of Fiorentina
earlier this month,

That match  heightened
speculation that the San Siro
side were preparing to ditch
their coach Alberto Zaccheroni
and would quickly move to en-
gage Fiorentina's Turkish coach
Fatibh Terim.

The rmunours were fuelled
list week by Terim's an-
notecement he wall leanve the

Florence club at the end of the
season but Milan responded in
the best way possible, beating
Serie A leaders AS Roma 3-2 at
the weekend.

Both sides - still in the run-
ning for Champions League
spots - are likely to rest some
key players for Thursday's
match.

Wednesday's game will see
Udinese host Parma in much
better shape alter their first win
of the year at Napoli at the
weekend.

The northern side had been
in freefall tor two months after
the impressive start that saw
them top the Serie A table for
the first time in their 104-year
history earlier this season.

Parma will be aiming to give
their coach Arrigo Sacchi his
first win since returning to the
club where he made his name.

FIXTURES
Wednesday
Udinese v Parma (20:00

GMT)
Thursday
AC Milan v Fiorentina

(20:00 GMT)
Lentini to play
Second Division

MILAN. Jan 23: Gianluigi
Lentini. once bought by AC
Milan for a world record f{ee
from Torino. on Monday joined
[talian Second Division outfit
Cosenza on a free transfer, re-
ports AFP.

Lentini has been inactive
since last summer when he
parted company with Torino to
whom he returned after a rela-
tively unsuccessful time at Mi-
lan.

l{fe had been offered the
chance to plav in China with
Dallan Wanda. in Japan and
the Uindted Arale Emirates bl
preferred to stay in [Italy until
the right team came along.

Cosenza, based deep in It
alyv's south, are in contention
for one of the four places iu the
Italian First Division next sea-
son and believe Lentind will give
them an extra dimmension.

In 1992 he moved to AC Mi-
lan for 22 million dollars - a
world record - but he never
managed to live up to lus tag.

He twice played in European
Cup Finals, losing both times in
1993 to French outfit Marseille
and in 1995 to Ajax Amsterdam
of Holland -

i rrmm——




