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International Centre for Sheikh Mujib Studies (ICSS

An Introduction

The Organisation was set up in London in December, 1997 with the active support of All Europe Bangabandhu
Parishad and inspired by its Chief Patron Hon. Sheikh Hasina. Y b 6
Primary Aims & Objectives are as follows:

. Itwill research, compile and publish books and articles on Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

. It will organise conference, seminars, workshops, symposiums ete. 10 bring students and scholars from all over the
research and promote Sheikh Mu[uh‘u Philosophy.

h e : 3. ltwill house an archive of official and unofficial documents, photographs, lape recordings, videos ete starting with the history of Bengal
™ before the war of liberation of 1971. This archive will be open to bonafide researchers. students. writers. journalists etc.
B 4. The ICSS will have a library of books, pamphlets, newspaper cuttings (National and International), government papers/reports, etc on
: & Bangladesh before, during and after the war of liberation for ready reference of the researchers.
3. ltwill ensure that the documents related to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman now scattered all over the world are collected and housed in the
g ﬁﬁﬁ@l’@ﬁ’f ET?\W W F;”I:E"rﬁ:f :;]n;lm'c in Central London. It is hoped that copies of such documents will also be similarly housed in Dhaka, the Capital of
6 Thﬂucr-rlding concern of ICSS 1s that Bangladesh, one of the youngest states in the world, is able 1
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world to study,
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0 preserve the vital documents and

20 V¥ 38019 literature, without which it will be difficult for contemporary and future historians to have an authofitative and factual view of the MINISTER FOR
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Bangabandhu had to lead the
struggle for independence from
Pakistan and to create the

i Tl ok G 3t o i:qi'i::?j e fﬂ?‘{l 4 independent  Republic  of m&t
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angladesh 1s wvital to its
hiﬁlqrit}graﬁ‘?y: accordingl
efforts are being made, and will
continue to be made, to secure
official U.N, British, American,
Indian and Russian views,
documents and related actions
during the war of liberation,
reaction during that war, and
policies necessitated by the new
Situation.
8.  The ICSS is non-political
as befits an institution dedicated
o the service of scholarship.
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The All Europe Bangabandhu Parishad organised a memorial lecture on Bangabandhu in London. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was the Chief Guest and addressed the
Parishad. Seen in the photograph are Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who is also the Chief Patron of the All Europe Bangabandhu Parishad. Dr. Mohammad Selim M.P.
Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Foreign Afairs and Advisor to International Centre for Sheikh Mujib Studies, UK, and Dr. Zaidul Hassan Zahid,
Secretary General, All Europe Bangabandhu Parishad & Hon. Secretary, International Centre for Sheikh Mujib Studies, UK.
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‘Bangladesh - X Couniry of dertoctaic triumph of reason
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This International seminar is a reminder to our fnends abroad
of the distinctive nature of the Revolution that created the state
of BJ!‘.*__':JJ::‘h

The treasured mdependence of Bangladesh which many within
and outside Bangladesh. believed to be a distant and

\ agamst misrule by tyrants who have imposed themselves onthe  pretentious 10
unatainable chimera, came into being through the vision,  people. The people will never be brought to heel, even by suggest that we
sacrifice, integnty, and dynamic planning masterminded by  dictators with the most powerful weaponry at their command.  have come

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The immortal
Bangabandhu has (aken his place among the great nation builders
of the world.

Our people, denied the inalienable nght to peace, prosperity
and happiness under the Pakistani occupation, overthrew that
regime 1n @ bloody and costly war, It 1§ estimated that three
million people of Bangladesh, men, women and children
Ecmhr:d n !Eg! temble conflict. |

fost revolutions are nationalist and bourgeois. They often
overthrow loreign and native fascist occupations ol their
country with clear ideas of freedom, This generally translates
into the replacement of foreign, highly ehitist and privileged
rule by native elitist rule. But the Bangladeshi Revolution was
very different, Bangabandhu fought for an entirely new and just
order in which the humble of the Bangladesh: Earth would be
the true masters

The occupiers hoped that the people of Bangladesh would be so
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several thousand years- contempt for dictatorial self-serving
bureaucratic regimes. When successive, brutal military
dictators took over, they never lasted long. This is, and always
willl be, a declaration by the people of Bangladeshi people

This message was reinforced by the Bangabandhu legacy. That
is powerfully evident in the consistency and clarity of our
toreign policy, the basic principles of which were enunciated
by Bangabandhu

You will hear from distinguished scholars, especially those
from abroad like Lord Peter Shore, Lord Dholakia, Dr. Cynac
Maprayil, Chns Mayant and Dr. Zaidul Hassan, about the
essence of the foreign policy that owes so much to the vision
and dynamism of Bangabandhu, why we have today a
government of the people, elected by the people and a foreign

licy for which we should feel proud of.

er us, what 1§ of supreme importance is the democratisation of
society, the empowerment of all the people of Bangladesh, the
rejection of an elitist syndrome, in which a tiny minonty will
impose 11s will on the people for its own greedy ends,
Often have we been portrayed as a nation of supplicants in the
media abroad, newsworthy only when there are calamitous
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governance of all
regardless of their
status.

It would be

[

anywhere near the
Bangabandhu's
vision of a stable,
peaceful and |
rosperous nation. |
Bul what we will |
proudly assert 1S §
this that we have |
not lost sight of that
wonderful  vision
which under our present leader, Sheikh Hasina, is acquiring
arealer significance.
The goal may be far away-but of crucial importance is that we
have not lost our way. | am very proud that we have an
organisation like the International Centre for Sheikh Mujib
Studies (ICSS) which is not only explaining to our foreign
fnends and our people in the Diaspora the real facts of our
history but 1s also Elghlighting our efforts to be free, farr,
friendly, not just in a political but equally importanty,
economic and cultural sense.

Dr. Mohammad Selim M.P.
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mﬁq 4‘“1_: TRIN'S w;ﬂa‘ AT ﬁf:??m AL she has a hard fight on her hands. But I am sure all of you will EE{?AP&.E S REFUBLIC-OF BANGLADESH
CR (S TR FHAIES TASH S ATHL T &b A$12e agree that she is not only Mujib's daughter emotionally but she
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1S also Muyib's daughter in sqirtl. We are full of admuration for
her passionate, sublime, selfless drive to create a HIN and
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| prosperous economic, social and cultural order. It all goes to m&‘
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: - - Bl > In 2 recest meeting of the International Centre for Sheikh Mapb Stodie, the Secretray General of the A Earope Bangabandha Parishad and Hon, Secretary, International Centre for V1% ”‘ ol atartal ¢ o e fArEfEee wraes | THI% (W IS & WS IS N )
2 | ST GR G ATE TPONR ABS T R UG PN TR | | g\ e D T Han i e it nd Vi A v P AN Earope Banghadbn Pricad,Lord Pter Shore Chariman ot PPOVIde selul matenial for the policy makers. “Z% ZATER, (7 4 NS ¢ Swrda e 2457 [Aoe Ries oo
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cowed and terronsed by naked military might that they would
submut (o permanent servitude, Our people may not be the most
educationally sophisticated or wealthy 1n the world. But one
thing they are resolutely and unshakably commutted to is the

natural disasters. But what about us a people, proud, dignified
and always stnving, nol for charity but LI seif-reliance and
self-help. That is what Bangabandhu set out to do - to hamess
the tremendous intellectual. scientific and technological and

Dr. Mohammad Selim MP
Chairman
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
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5 A democratic triumph of reason. They have always had-for  material resources of the people of Bangladesh for the  Mimstry of Foreign Affairs & Advisor to ICSS Ao Am feTwTE o TEY RABNCT € AT
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(S471 :0,‘,) new, authentic voice in & world divided along politcal strategic alliances the liberation like India, USSR etc. In the national interest be invited ll the countnes of the world to assist the newly TCEAG G0 ST AMCFS, @ [EE @9 J=E @3 |
yal3! He did not hesitate to join the non-aligned movement (NAM). The NAM was stoutly oppased to colonialism. neo- b country. Despie strong opposition he atiended the OIC meeting to show his solidanity with the Muslim countries ’

colonialism, racism and impenalism and to Western and Eastern military blocs with their calamitous stores of muclea

whose o1l wealth enables them to help Bangladesh with its development programmes.
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G weapons arsenals, What the father of the nation strongly adhered and incorporated in the state policies over two  America had supported Pakistam rulrs during Bangladesh war of independence which in tum remained loyal to their Y @2 G A S s 3 '.'
s g decades 220, hs able daughter the present Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina is now grving amorefirmand.  anti-socialist foreign policy. China, which irahtionally professed ideological solidarity with small nations fighting fox |
. 9 0 dynamic shape 1o NAM rnm'mr!m by esting the NAM conference in Dhaka this year. Bangabandhy initiated and  national liberation, strangely enough, aligned “T“ with Ilh arch enem) Anwnf[alu here Bangladesh was concerned. ,
: patromsed various regional co-operation orpanisations. He also ciended its solidarity with the oppressed peoples of  Saudi Arabia, being a Muslim country, who clam itelf to be guardian of Islam, was in a position to act 25 an . ~ :
i, BangladESh Forelgn POllcy aS the world including the victims of ractsm, apartheid, Zionism and imperialist exploitation. independent peace mediator, was ot oaly been unsympathetic to Bangladeshi liberation war but was reluctant to |
i Bangabandhu appreciated and made mutuallybeneficial friendship agreements with countries that actively supported  diplomatic relations with the new state. They E:;L'ﬂ;} IFEN the Iai tﬁahmur;ﬁ; c;: the [(I:Ju‘l;hm of Bangl :
> | -. are Muslim. Despite all tese, Banzabandhu bore no grudges against anyone.
~ dreamed by Bangabandhu Bangahandhu extended his friendly hand to USA, Pakistan, China and all (9139 19 Cﬁﬂﬁ)
Dy olher countnes whom for some reason or amherhﬂ\m'd 10 suppo
D¢ We are delighted 1o have the opportumity (o bost  historic Seminar in Dhaka, the first ever-Intemational Seminar on | Pakistan, Sheikh Mujib stood firm to s principle of friendship to-all nialice
& I e Foreign Policy of Bangladesh as visualised by the founder of Bangladesh ; lln mln:d .n&I L;:plug._cd ﬁ {eam ulhh:ﬁhiy pfwh;umd;l deplomats ;jhl % Sl v e e — ———
€z B Bngahandhu Sherkh Mupbur Rabman . aunched a diplomatic offensive which soon broke down bamers and pay | RS, | i _
Gt ¥ Banpzhandho 'a-:: not only & greal statesman but also a brlliant diplomat for Lhe way for reconciliation and diplomatic acceptance of Bangladesh by most E; ?1‘[3[} belicved ﬂﬂ‘:‘ f“TlE“‘P“ has 1 own tradittons, feelings, mdividuality and persomality and all people
= his country. He realised that the country had o have a foreign policy i which of the countries (n a record short time which was so rare an event for al F\II;i' flﬂphlr Tm ff‘;? ooy fansiomnAnon &mmﬂ relabons, ¥ R

_ Lhe Gominant (actor would be national sovereignty with enlightened self- newly independent and liberarted countries of the world. ht mglfi 1?;‘;3\ 0 kﬂﬂkﬂmﬁjﬂm over fﬁﬂm wmglxbh b:ldbcod\ wlp;'&?dmmn of Eﬁﬂ: -

, inkerest. [nternational diplomacy is also crucial 1o the country's drive towards Bangabandhu's prudent diplomacy secored recommendation from the D) the successave undemocratic regimes. Thimgs now have started moving in the nght direction as vistalised

Secunty Council m June (974 and General Assembly unanimously admitted
Bangladesh as fis [34th member state of the United Nation$ on I7th
September 1974, [t was an oatstanding achievement on the part of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahiman 1o secure recognition of so many coatnies within oaly two

self-sulliciency and the extermination of underdevelopment, not just in
Bangladesh bat universally,

Despite intemnal and external ad pressure he boldly outlined his country'
lorergn policy 4 be visualised. The core elements in the new state's policies

father of the nation. Under the able Jeadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina we are sure Benpabandhu's dreams
will be i fed 1n the days 10 come. :
The Seminars humble itention is to simalate thought and debate on the future of a small bet proud and self reliant
nation i 115 quest for prospenty, Liberty, equality mg fratermity. ‘

were stnet adherence 10 the UN Charter, upholding the principles of the years of independence . | Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu. '-

sovereign equality of ll states, peaceful co-existence with I‘rrghﬁuﬁ. 00T Bangahandhu envissged that his country has enomdus haman potentia, Dr. Zaidul Hasan Zabid -

imerference in the internal affars of other states, peaceful resolution of &l & . “w‘dﬁfﬁmﬂh mtfd &ml E‘J}J‘ ‘ ;m; n.:f £ “g; 'ﬂmﬁﬂﬁf{ e Secretary Generd

N tisputes and wibout e or threal of se of force I resolving such disputes. e Vi et s ot ey of e Al e Bonbundbe Pk, e, e i e phobgraph s Prime Misster o s, who oo te (ke o o A) PPOMONIOZ (XACE 00, UNCETSIANAIG mONE Nallogs by cuiturdl exchange, Bungahenche Pasbad

i Zaidel Bans Zakis  Diengabandha's foreign policy was to progect an image of B-t'is:-'bhﬁh ! mmhﬁ X} mmmlmam rmwrmaaiu;mmn:um o Shik Vo S UK O k. rding relatcmstips, providing peace keeping force and sharmg of technological & Hon, Secretary KOS




