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Magpies' Ameobi
interests Nigeria
LAGOS, Jan 21: Nigeria

to have Newcastle Unite

striker Shola Ameobi watched

as he attempts to guide the
Super Eagles to their third suc-
cessive World Cup finals, re-
ports AFP.

Ameobi scored his first goal
in the English Premiership last
week In his team's 3-1 victory
over Coventry City.

His goalscoring ﬂx}ﬂnlls have
attracted a mass of publicity
here - prompting speculation
Bonfrere may be ready to drall
they 19-year-old into the inter-
national reckoning.

"l hope to have a look at him
before calling him up,” Bonfrere
told AFP here.

The vyoungster. who was
born of a Nigerian father. was
only recently given a contract

by manager Bobby Robson alter

breaking into the first team
squad.
The Dutch coach has al-

ready invited another teenager,
Bina Ajuwa. for the crucial
World Cup tie against Sudan in
the southeastern city of Port
Harcourt next Saturday. Ajuwa
has impressed in his first sea-
son at Benfica of Portugal. .

Dele Adebola of Birmingham
City and Ade AKinbiyi from
Leicester City are two other
England-based players who
have interested Bonlrere re-
cently.

Akinbiyi trained with the
squad prior to the 2000 Alrican
Nations Cup but left shortly
afterwards as a result of injury
while Adebola is yet to honour
an invitation by the Super Ea-

gles.

Viduka best
of Oceania

SYDNEY. Jan 21: Australian
World Cup striker Mark Viduka
was Sunday announced as the
2000 Oceania Footballer of the
Year, reports AFP.

Viduka beat his Leeds
United Australian teammalte
Harrv Kewell for the award,

voted by media throughout the
South Pacific region.

Viduka, 24. marked his first
season with Leeds since trans-
ferring from Glaa%mr Celtic by
becoming the leading scorer in
the English Premier League by
the end of the vear.

While at Celtic Viduka last
season won the Scottish Plaver
of the Year Award

Viduka polled 118 votes
against Rewell's 104, with New
Zealand's Los Angeles-based
Simon Elliott and Richard Iwai
of Vanuatu joint third on 27.

Among others to poll votes in
the 2000 Oceania poll were
European-based Australians
Brett Emerton, Danny Tiatto,
Tony Vidmar and Paul Okon
and New Caledonia’'s Christian
Karembeu.

Ronaldinho would
have stayed if....

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 21:
Gremio's Brazilian intermational
Ronaldinho Gaucho said Satur-
day he would have loved to stay
with the club rather than move
to Paris Saint Germain had he

received a decent offer. reports
AFP.
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RONALDINHO

Ronaldinho. just 20 and one
of Brazil's great hopes for the
2002 World Cujp. said he had
finally decided on a move to

PSG as he felt the Brazillan
club had not appeared suffi-
ciently interested in holding
onto him.

“I will always love Gremio. |
would play for tlhie team for
nothing but I can't stay if I am
not valued,” said the forward.

"I have been at the club for
vears. and | can't wait around
for ever. 1 can't live fromn love
(for the club) alone.,” he ex-
plained.

Ronaldinho said he had been

wajting for a new contract offer
for almost two years but in
vain.

‘I was here for the past two
years in love with Gremio with-
out the club making me a pro-
posal. If they had made one a

ear ago things would have
een much easier.
"‘Gremio hung around {too

long and my family and [ struck
a deal with Paris Saint Ger-
main.”

Ronaldinho said he was dis-
appointed that Gremio had only

coach Jo Bonfrere is plannlug
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Primera Liga

MADRID, Jan 21:
A plledriver after

Just  six minutes
from Dutch star
Frank De Boer

propelled Barcelo-
na back into the Spanish title
rce on H,lllllll.]}.' ds it brounght
a l-0 win at :-Iu-‘unjunrnlnpirI-
vals Valencia, reports AFP

The Joss was Valencia's first
in the Liga at home this season.

Barca leapfrogged Saturday's
opponents and are now within
two points of eternal rivals Real
Madrid, who visit Valladolid on
Sunday, reports AFP.
Real have 3R

points to

Barca's 36 but also have i(wo
games in hand on the Catalan
clhub while Valencia have slid a
further point behind.

De Boer's ambitious left fool
eflort all but silenced the hone
crowd at the Estadio Mestalla,
which had hoped to see a re-
peat of last May's 4-1 drubbing
of their near neighbours in their
Champions League semi-final
first leg.

Thereafter the match turned
ugly with a plethora of crude
fouls and Barca had Luis linri-
que sent off just moments be-
fore the break by referee Lopez
Nieto, who was also conspicu-
ous by wearing a sponsored

-— T e a———

Patrick Kluivert (L), the Barcelona striker watches Valencia defender Fabian Ayala clearing
the ball during their Primera Liga fixture at Valencia on January 20,

~ AFP photo

Barca pass Valencia test

shirt - the first referee to do so
in the Primera Liga.

Valencia's title byd Is slipping
away as they went down last
week at Deportivo La Coruna.

Barca, on the other hand,
are right back in the thick of
things and Patrick Kluivert
might have doubled their ad-
vantage when he forced a great
save out of home keeper Santi-
ago Canizares early in the sec-
ond half before Josep Guardiola
it the bar with a free Kick.

Valencia's frustration told as
Italian defender Amedeo Car-
boni received his marching or-
ders on 52 minutes.

Sport

offered him a two-year contract
extension worth around 14
: million dollars when it was too
| late.

‘ Meanwhile a Gremio official
~ sald that the club would try to
) overturn his transfer to PSG

with an appeal to world football

¢« body FIFA.

'

i The officlal, Homero Bellini.
. sald that article 13 of FIFA's
: statutes say the buying club

has to make known to the sell-
Ing side the existence of a pre-
contractual agreement, whicl
he Insists was not the case with
Ronaldinho, who as he Is out of

. o

LONDON., Jan 21;
Arsenal's veteran
England defender
Tony Adams has
revealed he s
quitting internati-
onal football in order to prolong

hhis career with the Gunners.
reports AFP.
The Gunners defender be-

lieves at the age of 34 he owes it
to his club not to add further
strain to his injury-prone body
by continuing his England ca-
reer. meaning new England
coach Sven-Goran Eriksson will
have to turn to up-and-comers
such as Leeds' Rio Ferdinand
sooiler than he might have
liked.

Adams, who captained Eng-
land against Germany in the
last international at Wembley

which  brought the curtain
down on the Kevin Keegan
reign, sald: "I have taken the

decision to listen to myv body,
Something has to give and it
has to be the internationals.

‘I want to give the benelfit of
the time I have left in the game
to Arsenal. | can't keep being
cruel to them by plaving for

England then missing club
F.:nm_*s. It's not fair on them
yecause they have been verv

good to me.,” he told The Ob-
server,

"Even though neither Arséne
Wenger nor anyone else at Ar-
senal has said anything to me, |

Sahara Mi!!_{fnnium Cup
Yugoslavia,
Chile reach

semis

NEW DELHI, Jan 21(AFP):
Results from the Sahara Mil-
lenninm Cup football tourna-
ment on Siilllf{!ﬂ}’:

QUARTER-FINALS

At Calcutta

Chile 2 (Sebastlan Gonzalez 38,
50) Iceland O

H-t: 1-0

At Goa

Yugoslavia 2 (llic Sasa 30, Igor
Bogdanovic 45) Romania O
H-t: 2-0

Semi-finals: Bosnia v Chile;

contract next month can muw‘
to Francg.: for nothing.

Yugoslavia v winner of Jor-
dan/Japan

—

feel obligated towards them. |
owe them some games

"I believe we can
something big over the next
season or two and I want to
play a full part in that. It will
help if I can rest in interna-
tional weeks."

Adams, who agreed a new
contract with Arsenal last week,

achieve

An AFP file photo of England and Arsenal defender Tony Adams who announced yesterday
that he would quit international football.

Adam hids internationals bye

has seen his appgarances for
both club and &ountry re-
stricted over the last few years
due to a series of injuries.,

Adams made his England
debut aged 20 in a 4-2 win
against Spain in Madrid in
1987 and has won 66 caps. 13
of them as captain, scoring five
goals.

~ADAMS FACTFILE

1996:
jury to ligure in all five of Eng-

LONDON, Jan 21 IAFP)
Factfile on Arsenal defender
Tony Adaimns, who said late Sat-
urday he is quitting interna-
tional football:

1966: Born Romford, Essex.
October 10,

1983: Makes Arsenal debut

aged |7

1984: Signed as full profes-
sional by Arsenal in Januan
after completing apprentice-

ship

1985: Makes first of five ap-
pearances for England Under-
21s (had previously played at
schools and vouth level).

1987: Wins first of 66 Eng-
land caps (13 as captain) in 4-2
victory over Spain in Madrid in
February. Member of Arsenal's
Littlewoods Cup-winning side
as Liverpool are beaten 2-1 in
final at Wembley.

1988: Becomes
ever Arsenal captain,

1989: Leads Arsenal to their
first league title for 18 years.

1990: Plays in World Cup
finals in [Italy, where England
reach semi-finals before suffer-
ing penalty shoot-out agony at

Youngest-

the hands of the Germans in
Turin. Jalled for four months
atter adiitting drink-driving

offences In December. Serves
two months ol sentence.

1991: After coming out of
jall, returns to Arsenal side
which wins championship for
second thme in three seasons.

1993: Helps Arsenal lift
Coca-Cola Cup and FA Cup
with Wembley wins over Shef
ficld Wednesday in both com-
petitions. Back in England side
for first time since jall sentence
as England slump 2-0 to Nor-
way in a World Cup qualifier in
Oslo in June

1994: Member of Arsenal
side which lifts European Cup
Winners' Cup, beating Parma |-
O in final In Copenhagen.

1995: European misery as
Arsenal slump 2-1 to Real
Zaragoza In Cup Winners' Cup
finalin Parls,

Overcomes knee in-
land's Euro 96 matches in a
campaign which again ends in a
semi-final defeat on penalties to
Germany. Reports that Adams
Is seeKing a divorce after his
wife Jane is treated for drug
addiction are followed by his
ow1l admission of alecoholism.

1997: Hit by injury to left
ankle In March and then rib
injury which keeps him out for
the start of the season.

Played a fundamental part in
the side that drew 0-0 with ltaly
in  the Olympic stadium (o
qualify for France 98.

1998: Wins his 50th cap for
England but suffers huge dis-
dppointment when England lose
(o Argentina on penalties.,

Helps lead Arsenal to
league and FA Cup double.

1999: Is an integral part of
the England team that qualifies
for Euro 2000.

2000: Suffers disappoint-
ment when Arsenal lose to Ga-
latasaray in the UEFA Cup fi-
nal. Is called up to Kevin
Keegan's Euro 2000 squad

August 24: Named as Eng-
land  capram  ollowing | Alan

the

Shearer's decision 1o retire tron
the international scene

October 7: Skippers Eung-
land against Germany in Open -
ing World Cup qualifier - the
last England international at
Wembley before its redevelop-
ment. England lose 1-0 and
Keegan quits as coach after the
game,

October 11: Adams misses
the World Cup qualifier in Fin-
land because of a recurrence of
back trouble and Martin Keown
takes over as captain for the 0O-
O draw. Howard Wilkinson acts
as caretaker England manager
lor the game,

2001:

January 20: Adams an-
nounces that he Intends to quit
international football in order to
prolong his playing career.

Figo's advice
for Beckham

MADRID, Jan 21 (Reuters/
Internet): Manchester United's
David Beckhamn  should serl-
ously conslder moving to Spain
o turther his career, Luls Figo
sald on Thursday.

I Know that Beckham has
reached the top in England and
that Manchester is a great club,
but there are also questions of
wrsonal ambitdon and desire to
e considered.” the European
player-ol-the-year told report-
LS. -

Lwas plaving well at Sport-
ing Lishon. buat since 1 have
cote 10 Spain | have (mproved
as o plaver

I know that Beekham would
be a great suecess (n Spain.”

Figa joined European Cham-
plons Real Madrid from bitter
rivals Barcelona for o world
record H6G. 1 million US dollar s
i July last vear alter Jeading
Portugal 1o the Euro 2000 semi-
finals where they woere narrowly
beaten by Franeoe,

The 28-vear-old forward sald
he was a big fan of the England
captain. whose contract with
premier  league  chawmpions
Uhited rans out in 18 months.

He s a great player and one
I really admire. He is one of (he
best crossers of the ball 1 have
cver seen inomy life and he s
good enough to play in any of
the world's best clubs,” Figo
SHI S

Becekham, 25, said last week
he had not yet started contrine
talks with United boat wanted o
stav al the cluab.

FI'L‘IJCh C‘ up
No miracles this
time for Calais

PARIS, Jan 21: After last
year's exploits, when they be-
came the first Fourth Division
side to reach the final, Calais
saw their hopes of another
fairytale run end in tears Sat-
urday as they bowed out 3-1 to
First Division title-chasers Se-
dan. reports AFP.

There was a shock elsewhere
as reigning league champions
Monaco crashed 1-0 at Third
Division Valence while Paris
Saint  Germain needed extra
time to oust another Third Divi-
sion side In Thouars with ex-
Everton veteran Mickael Madar
Iwice on largel.

‘I hadn't plaved for seven
months so to get a goal would
have been great - but two! |
must thank coach Luis Fernan-
dez for having faith in me." said
Madar afterwards.

As PSG celebrated advancing
to the last 32 Monaco had a
nightmare as keeper Stephane
Porato was red-carded after just
16 minutes at the Georges
Pompidou stadium for hauling
down the advancing Zouaoul.

Valence striker Guel bagged
what proved to be the winner

after 41 minutes of a match
which was turbulent to say the
least with nine vyellow cards

dished out.

Another top flight side bow-
ing out were Lens, beaten 5-3
on penalties after 120 minutes
left them locked at 2-2 at home
versus fellow First Division side
Troves,

There were no problems
whatsoever for holders Nantes.
who slaughtered Third Division
Pacy-sur-Eure 9-0 with Roma-
nian star Viorel Moldovan hil-
ting four of the goals.

saint Etienne, who face rele-
gaton alter being docked seven
league points last week for their
role in the false passport scai-
dal came from 2-1 down to win
J-Z2 in extra time at Ajaccio of
the Third Division.

Grobbelaar
pleads

1mnnocence

LONDON lanm 21 Ilikl_*_l.nq‘ri
{nne .1 ||Hn1| ool cper

Bruce Grobbelaar insisted he
was innocent ol match-fixing
allegations here Sundavy and

said he did not fear a possible
worldwide ban. reports AFP.

Speaking in the wake ol an
appeal court ruling last Thurs-
day which eflectively branded
him corrupt, the 43-year-old
Zimbabwean vowed to fully
assist any Iresh Investigations
launched into match-rigging.

Insisting he was innocent of
the appeal court's allegations,
Grobbelaar pointed out he had
been formally acquitted during
a criminal court case four years
A0,

"This is an overthrow of a li-
bel action, not a eriminal trial,
and | was found not guilty in a
criminal trial.” said Grobbelaar.
who was acquitted at Winches-
ter Crown Court in 1997,

“I've been through the mill
with an FA Inquiry and I've co-
operated with the FA inquiry
and got a fine from the FA, and
if they want to enquire further |
will assist them totally.”

Grobbelaar, said last week's
court ruling had left him "flab-
I‘Jcrg:isted and devastated."

"How many times do you
want me to carry on saying |
didn't do anything? Do you
think that one day I am goin
turn round and admit that | di
it?" he told BBC Radilo Five
Live.

The former Kkeeper Insisted
the Dbalance of evidence still
pointed to his innocence after
those initial trials in 1997 both
failed to prove his guilt.

"I was acquitted in the sec-
ond criminal trial and awarded
costs. There were 12 jurors at
the libel trial and yet three peo-
ple can overturn this decision.

"These are three people who
may be good at their job but
they have never been to a foot-
ball mateh or any of the crimi-
nal trials.

"They've got thelr own opin-
ion but I would say they are
talking pie In the sky."

Anﬁ Grobbelaar once again
insisted [t was virtually impos-
sible for one man to influence a

result, AR
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Andy Cole (Ry, the Manehester United forward. speeding aw
during their Prennership game at Old Trafford on January 20),

Premiership

LONDON, Jan 21:
Manchester Upi-
ted are quoted at
odds of 1Q0/1 on
10 win the Pre-
L miership - the sh-
ortest odds for a football team
cver after beating Aaston Villa
2-0 on Saturday to race 14
poiiits  clear of the chasing
pack, reports AFP.

Bookmakers = Willlam  Hill
also quote Arsenal at 22/1.
Liverpool at 33/1 and second-
placed Sunderland 150/1.

Spokesman Graham Sharpe
said: "To win just one pound
you would have to stake one
hundred pounds, which means
that to all realistic intents and
purposes they are stone-cold
certainties.”

A rare goal by England de-
ender Gary  Neville put the
rulaway Premiership leaders
on their way to victory at Old
Trafford.

Neville flicked home Roy
Keane's inswinging free-kick to

ive the reigning champions the
ead after 57 minutes and
Teddy Sheringham slotted the
second from close range three
minutes from time for his 181l
goal of the season.

Villa, who fielded new 9.5
million pound (14 million dollar)
record signing Juan Pablo An-
Ft?l. dominated the second half
yul failed to find the United net.
with France goalkeeper Fabien
Barthez in fine form.

New Enﬁ]and coach Sven-
Goran  Eriksson's  lLopes ol
watching David Beckham were
dashed before Kick-off when the
England skipper was rested.

Inited. who have 56 points
from 24 pgames. streiched (heir
lead at the top of the table to 14
points although second-placed
Sunderland can reduce the ap
should they beat bottom club
Bradford at the Stadium of
Light on Sunday.

Twenty-two year-old Brazil-
1an star Edu, signed for 6 nil-
lion pounds (8.8 million dollars)
from Corinthians. came on as a
second half substitute for Arse-
nal in their 0-0 draw at Leices-
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Lelcester, who fielded forimer
Lazio striker Roberto Mancini.
played most of the matcl witly
10 men after Matthew Jones
was sent off six minutes from
half time.

Arsenal, chaslnF a Champi-
ons League place for next sea-

son, remain third in the Pre-
miership, 15 points behind
United

Middlesbrough extended

their unbeaten run under for-
mer England coach Terryv Ve-
nables with a 0-0 draw against
Liverpool at Anfield.

Altewards Liverpool boss
admitted his England striker
Michael Owen. who missed

several good chances, was suf-
fering from a crisis in confi-
dence.

“It Is more a matter of confi-
dence for Michael e missed
chance at Crystal Palace and
now its happened here. e is

not totally right and he s gee-
g trustrated
"We are working on Mi-

chael's problems and trving to
get him back to his best level.
He needs (o get himself right
and over a succession ol nig-
gling injuries.

Robble Keane banged in the
astest goal of the day. netting
inside two minutes to put Leeds
in front against Newcastle but
the visitors fought back to win
d-1 at Elland Road.

Iwo minutes later . Danny
Mills handled in the nalty
area and Peruvian olberto

Solano levelled from the spot.

Newcastle went in front a
minute belore the break when
Chilean Clarence Acuna held ofl
Olivier Dacourt to score and
Shola Ameobi wrapped up the
points three minutes from time
to send his club up to sixth

Chelsea came back from
being a goal behind to thump
Ipswich 4-1 at Stamford Bridge

Ipswicli's Marcus Stewart,
the Premiership's leading
scorer, was on target again after
23 minutes, his [ifth goal in
consecutive matches and his
1 7th of the season.

—

ay from Aston Villa’s Steve Stone

~ AFP photo

But  Uruguayan Gustavo
Poyet equalised for Chelsea
with a close-range volley in
first-half stoppage-time.

Dennis Wise edged the home
side In front with a
header before Poyel grabbed his
second and Dutch international
Jimmy-Floyd Hasselbaink
struck from the penalty spot to
round off a comfortable victory
for the Londoners.

Ipswichi had to play out the
closing minutes a man short
when John MceGreal was sent
off for dissent.

Gordon Strachan had to en-
dure calls for him to resign for
the first time from Coventry
fans following the 3-1 home
defeat by Everton, poalless in
five of their previous seven
games, al Highfield Road.

Strachan was confronted b
an angry fan as he walked
down the tunnel at the end of
the match, while a large group
of Sky Blues supporters
chanted "We want Strachan
out” and "Sack the board".

Scott Gemmill, Danny
Cadamarteri and Kevin Camp-
bell put the visitors three up
after 31 minutes and Lee Car-
sley scored a late consolation
for the hosts from the penalty

spot,
Everton manager Walter
Smith said: "We are very

pleased with that performance.
It the first half of the game in
particular I thought we played
very well and caused them guite
a few problems.

I am delighted to
sult like that in what has been
trving  circumstances.” Smith
had been down to just 11 fit
senior plavers before the game.

Darrvl Powell put Derby in
front at home to fellow strug-
glers Manchester City only for
Steve Howey to equalise in a 1-
I draw at Pride Park.

Honours were also even at
White Hart Lane where Totten-
ham amd Southampton played
out a goalless draw.

Charlton entertain London
rivals West Ham at the Valley
on Monday.

el-.a re-

Inter Milan's Javier Zanetti (L), Luigi di Biagio (C) and L
during their Serie A clash at Rome’s Olympic St

Serie A

azio's Karel Poborsky get in a tangle -
adium on January 20.

— AFP photo
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Lazio back in the running

MILAN, Jan 21:

- Lazio proved they

will not surrendet

i ¢ @ their ltalian Firsi

i S Division title with-
> out a fight, beat-

ing struggling Inter Milan 2-0 at

Rome’s  Olympie Stadivnm on
Saturday, reports AFP,
Argentinian striker Hernan
Crespo  continued his  recent
good form to put the defending

champlons a goal up early on

alter  linking up  withh Czech
Pavel Nedved.
Inter, deprived of injured

striker Christian Vieri, wasted
several opportunities (n the first
period and were made to pay
when Chilean Marcelo Salas
killed the game with a 75th-
minute penalty after a foul on

another Czech, Karel Poborsky

Once again Lazio fans lived
down to their reputation. per-
sistently racially abusing Intes
Milan's Dutch midfielder
Clarence Seedorf, who originally
hails from Surinam

They also issued death
threats to ltalian releree Mas-
simo De Santis - who was not
even refereeing the match -
whose controversial decision to
rule out an apparently legiti-
mate equaliser for Panna's
Fabio Cannavaro against Ju-
ventus last season almost cost
the Roman side the champion-
ship.

‘De Santis, the sporting jus-
tice system has absolved you
but ours has sentenced you to
death,” sald a banuer.

But on the field it was Lazio

. & et 5 - ] ' o 3 '-.
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who prevailed. contining
coach Dino Zoff's 100-percent
record since succeeding Sven-
Goran Eriksson and ensuring
the former goalkeeper put one
over his friend and teamnate in
Italy's 1982 World Cup winning
side, Inter coach Marco Tardelll

Earlier Saturday Bologna
beat Verona 1-0 with a brilliant
individual effort from Tomas
Locatelli who beat three defend-.
ers before firing home with his
left foot from outside the pen-
alty box.

The pick of the Sunday pro-
ramume is the trip of Serie A

caders AS Roma to the San

Siro to face AC Milan.
Second-placed
visit Perugi

5011,

'No point trying to stop MU




