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ESTRADA SCANDAL 
9 Oct, 2000: Former ally 

makes allegations 
11 Oct, 2000: Cardinal Sin 

urges Estrada to quit 
18 Oct, 2000: Impeachment 

motion filed 
7 Dec, 2000: Corruption trial 

begins 
16 Jan, 2001: Trial collapses 
17 Jan, 2001: Street protests 

in Manila 
19 Jan, 2001: Estrada calls 

snap election 
20 Jan, 2001: Estrada aban-

dons presidency

ESTRADA IS ACCUSED OF:
Bribary: 
By receiving 10 million pesos 

(208,300 dollars) a month in 
bribes from  bosses of the 
"jueteng" illegal gambling opera-
tion channelled through his 
friend, provincial governor Luis 
Singson, from November 1998 to 
August 2000. 

Graft and coruption:
· By receiving for his per-

sonal benefit 130 million pesos 
released by the government for 
tobacco farmers. 

· By participating directly in 
real estate business through a 
family-controlled corporation. 

· By having unexplained 
wealth and thereby committing 
perjury as records show he, his 
wife, mistresses and their chil-
dren have interests in compa-
nies outside of what is listed in 
his statements of assets and 
liabilities. 

Betraying the Public trust
· By intervening in the Secu-

rities and Exchange Commis-
sion probe into alleged stock 
manipulation of gaming firm BW 
Resources Corp on behalf of a 
"presidential crony." 

· By referring to the Philip-
pine Gaming and Amusement 
Board (PAGCOR) an application 
by Best World Gaming and 
Entertainment Corp. for an 
online "bingo" gaming operation. 
PAGCOR is said to have acted 
expeditiously and granted to 

Best World an exclusive fran-
chise to operate the numbers 
game nationwide. 

· By defending, instead of 
letting the law takes its course, 
his son, Jinggoy, who allegedly 
got into trouble with some doc-
tors and personnel at a hospital 
and another son, Jude, who 
reportedly did not pay hotel bills. 

· By violating his own official 
pronouncements that he would 
not favour any relatives or 
friends in the running of his 
government. 

· By violating the constitu-
tion through conflict of interest 
in the conduct of his office 
through approval of a 100-
million-peso donation of state 
funds to a private foundation 
organised by his wife. 

Culpable violation of the 
constitution 

· By ordering the Commis-
sioner of Customs to turn over 
52 luxury vehicles impounded 
from smugglers to the presiden-
tial palace for distribution to 
cabinet members and other 
senior officials. 

· By appointing certain 
members of the cabinet, their 
deputies or assistants to 
another office or employment in 
direct contravention of the con-
stitution. 

-- Agence France Presse

Enveloped
THE collapse of the impeach-

ment proceedings against Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada on January 
17th does not necessarily mean 
he will escape judgment. As the 
Senate adjourned the trial of 
Estrada indefinitely, thousands 
of demonstrators gathered in 
Manila and other cities to pro-
nounce their own verdict: that 
the Philippines' democratic 
constitution had failed to rid the 
country of a corrupt president, 
and that Estrada will have to be 
removed from office by another 
"people power" revolution of the 
kind that deposed Ferdinand 

Marcos in 1986.
By the start of the 23rd day of 

hearings in Estrada's impeach-
ment trial, the prosecution had 
presented a plausible case that 
the president had illegally 
enriched himself and his cronies 
during his two years in office, 
and should be dismissed. All the 
prosecutors needed was for the 
Senate, which was conducting 
the trial, to permit the unsealing 
of a (manila?) envelope contain-
ing records submitted to the 
court by Equitable PCI Bank, the 
country's third-biggest. 

These records, the prosecu-
tion contended, were crucial to 
their efforts to prove their cor-
ruption case against Estrada, by 
showing that he kept a number 
of secret accounts, one of which 
allegedly contained 3.3 billion 
pesos ($60m). The defence 
argued that the bank records 
were irrelevant, because the 
offences they were intended to 
prove were not specified in the 
impeachment charges. Pro-
Estrada senators, in a carefully 
planned move, called for a vote 
on the question. The Senate 
then voted 11-10 to prevent the 
envelope from being opened. 
One pro-government member 
danced with glee. One opposi-
tion senator burst into tears. 
The Senate chairman was so 
disgusted that he immediately 
resigned his post.

More importantly, all the 
principal prosecutors, who are 
members of the House of Repre-
sentatives, also quit the trial, 
denouncing it as a charade. 
They argued that the vote to 
prevent them from presenting 
the bank records as evidence 
was tantamount to a vote to 
acquit Estrada. When, the next 
day, the Senate met to resume 
its hearings, the trial was 
adjourned sine die because no 
prosecutors were present. For 
all practical purposes, the 
impeachment proceedings were 
finished. And even if the trial 
resumes and the fateful enve-
lope is opened, it is now plain 
that Estrada has enough loyal-

ists in the Senate to make the 
two-thirds majority needed to 
remove him unattainable. 

But that was not the end of 
the story. Within hours, thou-
sands of opposition demonstra-
tors had gathered on the 
Epifanio de los Santos Avenue, 
known to all as EDSA, to express 
their disdain for the Senate and 
demand Estrada's immediate 
resignation. The choice of EDSA 
was deliberate. It was there, in 
1986, that tens of thousands of 
Filipinos blocked the roadway to 
prevent President Marcos's 
troops from attacking the perpe-
trators of a failed coup against 
him. Rather than confront such 
crowds, Marcos fled the country, 
and EDSA remains a shrine to 
this day. Just in case Estrada 
did not take the point that he 
could be about to suffer 
Marcos's fate, the demonstra-
tors at EDSA were addressed by 
three old heroes of the people-
power revolution: ex-Presidents 
Corazon Aquino and Fidel 
Ramos, and Cardinal Jaime Sin, 
the primate of the mainly Roman 
Catholic nation.

But 2001 is not 1986. For a 
start, Estrada is no Ferdinand 
Marcos. The incumbent presi-
dent may be corrupt, but he has 
never been accused of the wide-
spread brutality that Marcos 
was blamed for. Unlike Marcos, 
Estrada can claim a popular 
mandate, having won the largely 
fair 1998 presidential election by 
a landslide. Moreover, the armed 
forces and police have declared 
their support for the constitu-
tion.

Even so, military officers often 
have a sharper vision of the 
Philippines' potential as a mod-
ern East Asian state than do 
Estrada and his cronies at the 
presidential palace. The armed 
forces' chief of staff, General 
Angelo Reyes, has said his men 
will "thwart any attempt by any 
vested-interest groups to exploit 
the situation to their advan-
tage". General Reyes, however, 
likes to chose his words care-
fully. If the crisis should lead to 

violent riots, it should not be 
taken for granted that the army 
would blindly follow Estrada's 
orders, if it believed him to be the 
ultimate reason for the disorder.

Courtesy: The Economist of 
London [Jan 18th 2001]

From Impeachment Trial to 
Street Parliament 

By Alejandro R. Roces 
1/20/01 
THE Senate impeachment 

tribunal has left the people with 
no other choice than to demand 
justice in our streets. Anyway 
one looks at it, the best solution 
to the problem is for President 
Erap to resign. But he has 
announced that that is out of the 
question. The people then 
should stop asking him to 
resign. What they should do is to 
take the necessary means to 
depose the president. 

Cardinal Sin best expressed it 
when he said that President 
Estrada has lost the moral 
ascendancy to govern. Former 
President Fidel Ramos said that 
the Senate vote to keep evidence 
of presidential corruption under 
lock and key "will trigger another 
people's revolution." He has 
gone as far as to call for military 
intervention. "Now is the time for 
the Philippine National Police 
and some sectors of the military 
to act." Cardinal Sin has 
expressed fears that "we might 
not be able to stop bloodshed."

Undoubtedly, our precarious 
economic situation will worsen. 
First, we have to prevent our 
growing budget deficit from even 
getting bigger. There is a limit to 
deficit spending. The Philippine 
peso has hit a record low and the 
Philippine Stock Exchange 
composite index lost 8.3 per-
cent. We cannot regain inves-
tors' confidence here and abroad 
unless we can restore their 
confidence on our head of state.

Isn't it sad when people 
have to resort to going to the 
streets to express their senti-
ments because institutions 
like the Senate have failed to 

live up to the obligations of 
imposing the law? We sincerely 
believe that the Senate should 
be abolished. We should adopt a 
unicameral system. To begin 
with, the Senate is supposed to 
b e  c o m p o s e d  o f  s e n i o r  
statespersons. What the public 
saw during the impeachment 
proceedings is that the majority  
not all  of the senators are politi-
cal delinquents.

The salvation of the country 
now rests on people's power. We 
are hoping against hope that it 
will be as peaceful as the first 
revolution. But we must be ever 
ready to pay the price for free-
dom and justice whenever it is 
necessary. Don't underestimate 
our people. Nora Aunor, for 
example, has risen to the occa-
sion. We also commend another 
movie actor who also happens to 
be the present Cavite Governor, 
Ramon "Bong" Revilla. He has 
not only joined "Erap Resign" 
rallies, he has also politically 
distanced himself from his 
father, another actor and now 
one of the 11 senators who voted 
against the opening of the sec-
ond envelope. It is an example of 
not letting one's friends, rela-
tives and colleagues influence 
one's political decisions. 

We foresee only two future 
political scenarios. President 
Estrada will either voluntarily 
resign or he will be deposed by 
people's power.

How People Won in Philippines

T took a self-confessed crook and bagman Ifor dirty money to boot out former presi-
dent Joseph Estrada and cast light on the 

corrupt underside of Philippine democracy. 
A slightly embarrassed Luis "Chavit" 

Singson, whose revelations triggered the 
impeachment process and subsequent 
uprising against Estrada, is basking in the 
aura of accidental stardom after seeing his 
estranged friend pushed out of office. 

"I never imagined it would end this way," 
said the provincial governor, who went to see 
a priest before he got the courage to accuse 
the country's most powerful man of taking 
about 11 million dollars' worth of illegal 
gambling bribes and government kickbacks 
from public projects. 

As Singson himself freely admits, he was 
goaded into ratting on Estrada after he was 
excluded from a legal, money-spinning 
version of a centuries-old illegal lottery 
called "jueteng" to which millions of Filipinos 
are addicted. 

Despite his chequered past, Singson's 
accusations became political bombshells 
because he was widely known to be a drink-
ing buddy, gambling partner and political 
ally of Estrada until they had a bitter falling-
out. 

What the quarrel triggered was one of the 
most serious corruption scandals in the 
Philippines, Estrada's impeachment, a 
groundbreaking trial, and an army mutiny 
that spelled the president's political doom. 

The evidence raked up in the month-long 

trial threw dirt on many other prominent 
personalities in politics, business and the 
police, and showed how the banking 
systemand even a presidential charityhad 
supposedly been exploited to launder mil-
lions of dollars in dirty money. 

Singson testified how another Estrada 
friend allegedly gathered together the coun-
try's "jueteng" operators to pay the president 
protection money equivalent to three per-
cent of their monthly turnover, and how 
Singson himself supposedly delivered 
attaché cases full of money every fortnight to 
the presidential palace. 

He recounted how he allegedly stole about 
2.6 million dollars in tobacco taxes for 
Estrada and helped deliver the cash in shop-
ping bags to the president's house. 

During the trial, Singson asked for immu-
nity from prosecution for himself and some 
of his employees who admitted collecting 
bribe money for Estrada. 

But he reiterated on Friday, that he was 
not afraid of facing charges, stressing: "I've 
always said it would be an honour to go to jail 
with president Estrada." 

Other witnesses spoke of how the presi-
dent earned a fortune from a trader friend 
later indicted in the country's worst stock 
manipulation scandal, and of how the leader 
allegedly shielded this friend when securi-
ties regulators had him in their sights. 

The daily hearings, which became the 
country's most popular show on television 
and radio, detailed how the president and 

his lawyer allegedly tried to legitimise the 
funds by putting them into bank accounts, 
one of them holding more than 60 million 
dollars, using false names. 

Witnesses recounted how friends of the 
president supposedly took steps to cover up 
the paper trail by assuming ownership of 
these assets using methods which bordered 
on forgery. 

"Marcos was smart. Estrada was 
smarter," senior prosecutor Joker Arroyo 
said when comparing Estrada with the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, the only other 
Filipino leader toppled by a military-backed 
popular uprising. 

But the ventilation of the alleged crimes in 
the press helped galvanise public opinion 
against Estrada. When the senator-judges 
voted to exclude potentially damning evi-
dence last week, their action sparked huge 
protests which invited military intervention. 

The military and police brass finally 
informed Estrada on Friday that he had lost 
their support, triggering the mass resigna-
tion of his cabinet. When he refused to step 
down, the Supreme Court removed him by 
judicial order. 

"I feel vindicated because my only weapon 
was the truth," the self-proclaimed bagman 
Singson said after Estrada left the presiden-
tial palace for the last time. 

"Eradicating 'jueteng' is a simple matter 
provided we have a sincere leader," he 
added.

J o s e f  
E s t r a d a  
faces  an 
ignomini-
ous depar-

Before he became vice-president in 1992 and president six years later, Joseph Estrada - who liked to be called by his nickname 'Erap' or 
'Buddy' - was known to most Filipinos as a film star. His presidential campaign was rich with promises to root out corruption and to end 
the so-called 'pork barrel' system under which congressmen are allocated funds to spend in their home regions. His election programme 
included a commitment to arrest and prosecute criminals, drug pushers and tax evaders and to enforce the law "without fear or favour". 
Now Estrada is learning his lesson in the worst way. After this people's victory, it may be easier for leaders to keep in mind that public 
office is a public trust, that power granted by the people can only be used to serve the people.

THE final stages of the 
political drama unfolded in 
Manila bear an uncanny 

resemblance to the events 15 
years ago that ousted a previous 
president, Ferdinand Marcos. 

Then, as now, it was upsurge 
in popular protest on the streets 
of Manila that precipitated the 
president's departure. 

Joseph Estrada, like Marcos 
before him, was left in no doubt 
that he had lost the public sup-
port he needs to remain in office.

Most of his cabinet trans-
ferred their allegiance to Vice-
President Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo, who was sworn in as 
pres ident  whi le  Estrada 
remained holed up in his presi-
dential palace. 

Marcos's fall from power 
followed the widespread belief 
that he had rigged the presiden-
tial election to ensure him 
another term of office. 

Ruling under martial law, he 
had already gained unpopular-
ity by assuming dictatorial 
powers, and within three weeks 
was forced to flee the country. 

For Estrada, the final act 
turned out to be even shorter, 
triggered by the collapse of the 

impeachment proceedings 
against him for corruption, 
which were being heard by the 
Senate. 

The case collapsed when 
senators sitting in judgement 
refused to allow the prosecution 
to disclose details of a bank 
account allegedly controlled by 
the president. 

Estrada's political opponents, 
who had orchestrated the 
impeachment, took their cause 
onto the same Manila streets 

where Filipinos discovered their 
ability to overthrow an unpopu-
lar head of state in 1986. 

In an ironic twist, the increas-
ingly desperate President 
Estrada then authorised the 
Senate to inspect the bank 
account to allow impeachment 
proceedings to resume.

He evidently felt he had a 
better chance of staying in office 
that way than seems likely now 
the protest is on the streets. 

In the end, his downfall was 
brought about once again by 
popular protest rather than 
through the impeachment pro-
cess, leaving him victim of public 
opinion rather than the rule of 
law. 

The widespread public disillu-
sionment with Estrada, a former 
swashbuckling movie star, had 
much to do with his lifestyle. 

He had cultivated an image as 
a friend of the poor, but that has 

been dented by the allegations of 
corruption and personal enrich-
ment. 

Newspaper investigations 
suggest he has lavished his 
wealth on luxury mansions 
given to several of his women 
friends. 

As well as his womanising, 
Estrada stands accused of 
excessive drinking and gambling 
and amassing wealth seemingly 
at odds his successive public 
service roles as mayor, senator, 

vice-president and president. 
He is also accused of favour-

ing a close circle of friends and 
business associates, of not 
spending much time acting as 
president - and of limited effec-
tiveness in that role. 

The newspapers have dubbed 
the current protests "people 
power 2". However, once again it 
is the defection of the armed 
forces that has sealed Estrada's 
fate. 

It is a coup d'etat Filipino 
style, in which the military stop 
short of seizing power but 
instead transfer their allegiance 
and thus bring about change of 
government. 

Perhaps the final straw in the 
unofficial charge sheet is the 
way the Philippines currency, 
the peso, has collapsed under 
Estrada - down more than a 
quarter against the US dollar 
last year 

This was a decisive factor in 
getting the business and profes-
sional people of Manila to sup-
port President Estrada's over-
throw.

Source: The Internet

It's Over 

The Rat who Sank the Ship 
Cecil Morella of Agence France Presse in Manila

arly last night [Friday], EJoseph Estrada continued 
to hang on to the presi-

dency, clutching at straws as the 
ground continued to give way 
under his feet. His supporters 
tried to seek refuge in twisting the 
law, persuading him to push for 
snap elections in May even if they 
knew this would require a consti-
tutional amendment.

Around him the world had 
collapsed. The crowds at EDSA 
had grown bigger. Earlier in the 
day his defence secretary and 
military chief of staff had with-
drawn their support, turning the 
tide in the mass outpouring of 
outrage over the suppression of 
evidence in his impeachment 
trial. The defections of Orlando 

Mercado and Gen. Angelo Reyes 
triggered a wave of Cabinet resig-
nations. It also gave a major boost 
to the battered peso, which made 
its biggest single-day gain ever, 
closing at 47.50 to the dollar. 

At Camp Crame, ranking 
officers took over the headquar-
ters of the Philippine National 
Police, forcing the President's 
favorite cop, Director General 
Panfilo Lacson, to announce on 
television "the most painful deci-
sion" of his life  a withdrawal of 
support from Mr. Estrada. At the 
Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport, presidential crony Jaime 
Dichaves managed to beat a 
hasty exit, fleeing to Hong Kong 
with his family. The President's 
top defense lawyer, Estelito 

Mendoza, also left.
By nightfall, armored person-

nel carriers entered the Malacañ
ang Palace compound, then left 
after several minutes, bringing 
the President with them. Thus did 
Joseph Estrada leave the Palace 
that had served as his office and 
residence for two and a half years  
the shortest stint among all the 
popularly elected presidents of 
the Republic.

Only 15 years ago, another 
discredited president had left 
Malacañang under cover of dark-
ness, in ignominy, chased out of 
power by an angry people. Those 
who aspire for high office in this 
country should have learned 
their lesson from people power in 
1986. The lesson was obviously 

lost on Joseph Estrada, who won 
by a landslide despite being an 
unabashed Marcos loyalist with 
all the vices in the book. The past 
two and a half years have been 
marked by presidential hubris  a 
belief that power is a license to do 
anything without fear of public 
accountability. 

Now Mr. Estrada is learning his 
lesson in the worst way. After 
people power II, it may be easier 
for national leaders to keep in 
mind that public office is a public 
trust, that power granted by the 
people can only be used to serve 
the people. Abuse this power and 
you face the people's wrath.

Editorial in the Phil Star on January 20, 2001

People's Wrath

…And Elsewhere
"Slobo, Save Serbia, Kill yourself" was per-

haps one of the cruellest slogans used by any 
political movement in recent history. 

It was the issue of Kosovo which transformed 
the image of Milosevic from a powerful but dull 
bureaucrat into that of charismatic politician. 
Manipulating the grievances of Serbs, Milosevic 
used the emotive issue to progress to supreme 
power. He became President of Serbia in 1989. It 
was the reawakening of Serbian nationalism sparked by Milosevic 
which was to lead to the reawakening of the other dormant 
nationalisms across the rest of the old Yugoslavia. This was to lead 
to the bloody war which ripped the federal state apart within a 
span of four years. During that time Milosevic ran an authoritar-
ian government at home and armed and helped Serb separatists in 
Croatia and Bosnia. It was a policy that was to end in disaster.

Alberto Fujimori in Peru looked to be in a fairly 
commanding position. He had overcome domes-
tic and international criticism of his election 
victory. But everything began to unravel with the 
broadcast of one short video tape. The tape, 
obtained by the opposition, showed powerful 
intelligence chief, Vladimiro Montesinos, appar-
ently bribing an opposition member of Congress. 
The broadcast of the video caused a dramatic 
change in the political atmosphere. For the first 
time, there was evidence of potential criminal 
activity against the president's closest and most controversial 
adviser. Within days, President Fujimori surprised the country by 
announcing that new elections would be held and that he would 
step down early.

The People's Direct Judgment
WITH the impeachment trial effectively scuttled, how will the allega-

tions against President Estrada be proven or belied? How can we 
revive the process mandated by the Constitution, on which we have 
pinned our hopes for the resolution of a grave controversy?  

The prosecution panel resigned because it said the Tuesday night 
11-10 vote on the opening of a second set of evidence portended the 
final outcome11 senator-judges voting in favor of the President. But 
the defense lawyers are also complaining because while the prosecu-
tion kept piling up points during the 22-day trial, the defense has not 
presented a single witness. The defence still has to build its case.

The conditions set by the parties for the resumption of the trial look 
difficult. The prosecutors said they would return to the trial only if Mr. 
Estrada testifies, a scenario that the acting press secretary and the 
presidential spokesperson have rejected. The House could constitute 
a new panel, but there would be few takers. Re-starting the trial with 
new faces does not look promising.  

Because the President has rejected the option of a resignation, the 
alternative is to allow the people to make their own direct judgment. 
This could be done through the national elections for members of the 
Senate on May 14. The final judgment on Mr. Estrada's guilt or inno-
cence will be made on that day.  

The elections, especially of the 12 senators, will be a genuine refer-
endum on the President and his administration. Had the impeach-
ment trial gone its course, its final verdict could still be overturned by 
the popular vote. In the estimation of the world, the May 14 vote will be 
more decisive than the sentence of the senator-judges.  

A 12-0 sweep or an impressive win for the administration party will 
vindicate the besieged President. A crushing defeat delivers the wrath 
of a disappointed people.  

Filipinos have also organized themselves through rallies at Edsa 
and the Mendiola environs. The demonstrations, which seem to be 
growing daily, are a forceful reminder that a large segment of the popu-
lation wants a change of leadership. Estrada believers, on the other 
hand, are urging immediate reforms.  

The rallies are welcome and should be given full expression. We are 
alarmed however by calls to sedition and public threats on the life of 
the President. No one can publicly threaten a government 
officialwhether a senator or a chief executivewithout being called to 
account for his statement.  

We are also concerned over plans to shift the focus of the mass 
actions from Edsa to the presidential residence in Manila. Our infor-
mation says leftist-led rallyists plan to march to the Palace, surround 
it, isolate and place it under siege. The scenario risks a confrontation 
with pro-Estrada partisans who have stood watch at the Mendiola 
Bridge or the presidential security force. We hope, for public safety 
and the good of the nation, that this does not happen.

Editorial in Manila Times on January 20, 2001
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