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Colouring a Different Canvas

Sumon Bapary's his first solo at L'Alliance Francaise de Dhaka

By Tawfique Ali

AINTING these days has

gained newer dimensions.

With various experiments
by the artists it is in a process of
transformation. Artists are too
tireless in their effort to give their
works a different characteristic.
Such efforts speak about the
novelty in their minds.
Bangalees have traditionally
inherited a different artistic
trend. Their pottery, wood-work
and metal work can easily be
treated as artworks. This bears a
testimony to the fact of what they
are. Making pots and panting on
them is an ancient tradition in
Bangalee culture. Contemporary
young artists are remarkably
exerting their artistic creed to
once again portray the country's
traditional past with a new
appeal. The solo exhibition of
pottery painting by Sumon

Bapary, a budding painter,
hosted by Alliance Francaise is
not an exception to that. This
show, opened on January 15, is
another step to retain
Bangladeshi cultural tradition.

The works on display are
portraits, landscapes and
women figures in pastoral set-
ting, floral and abstract alpona.
Bangladesh's natural beauty
painted on the pots of different
shapes and sizes easily entice
the viewers. The works have
been made eloquent by the delib-
erate use of colours signifying
the artist's feelings, his ideas
and objectives. But could paint-
ing on pots be a problem for an
artist? "The texture of the pot
itself has given me a challenge to
paint on it and I find that the
shape of the pot can give a differ-
ent dimension to my paintings,"
said Sumon.

A number of realistic portraits

haven found powerful expres-
sion in Sumon's works. Portrayal
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi
Nazrul Islam and a pioneering
Bangladeshi photographer
Monjur Alam Beg are the
remarkable examples of texture.
Another portrayal of a singing
bowl against a pastoral back-
drop represents rural landscape
of this country.

Women faces occupy many of
Sumon's works. These faces
speak of their sorrows and hap-
piness, some other innermost

feelings with adequate purity
and simplicity in this part of
portrayal. Though deformity is
frequent and prominent in
Sumon's works, realistic impli-
cation has also been suggested.
One of the paintings shows a
woman figure against the back-
drop of a meadow, standing
under a tree. She is clad in
leaves, virtually suggesting

woman and nature merged into
one. It is further hinted that the
woman likes to be identical with
the nature. This in fact impli-
cates that women and nature are

complementary to each other.
She appears to be emotionally
attached to nature. She
stretches her look to the far end
of the horizon, may be awaiting
her loved one to come back to
her. This woman's emotion and
mind's texture are reflected
against big canvas called 'nature’
that simultaneously echoes
emotional intricacy and mental
state of a youthful woman.
Nature and women share each
other emotionally in this piece of
work.

In another piece, a woman is
seen sitting under a tree letting
her legs wet in water of a running
brook by the distant hills. The
usual shape of the tree has been
broken into different forms, may
be to give expressions to different
states of the woman's mind.

Another notable work in the
show projects distracted human
thoughts. Distraction has been
suggested by the use of different
colours and shade. Stormy
condition of thoughts settle
down at one stage and comes to a
confluence that assumes red
colour suggesting a radiant
resolution.

Sumon Bapary, a second-year
student, currently enrolled in
BAF Govt Art College,
Chittagong, took part in a duet
pottery exhibition held at Alli-
ance Francaise in 2000.

All his earthen works paint-
ings on display are for sale.

Prices of these Bangladeshi urns
vary from Tk 55 to Tk 3500.
Wide ranging floral alpona on the
pottery are potential ingredients
of decoration, beautification and
collection.

Art lovers and gallery goers
may spend an evening among
these colourful urns at L'Alliance
Francaise.

Recommendations

14th National Art
Exhibition.

Three-week long Four-
teenth National Art Exhibi-
tion 2000, organised by
Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, will be inaugu-
rated on January 23, 2001
at the Academy auditorium
at 4:00
afternoon.Theexhibition will
go on till 12th February
daily from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. From 3:00 p.m.
to7:00 p.m. on Friday. The
exhibits will be on display at
Bangladesh shishu Acad-
emy and Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy Gal-
lery.

Musical evening

Muktijudha Jadughar(L
iberation war museum)
presents a fund raising
winter evening of musical
soiree.

Pramila Chakrabarti's
solo musical recital will be
held at the Cafe Theatre of
the Museum---5, Segun
Bagicha, on January 26 at
6. Snacks will be served in
the tea-break.

=0, 3

Art exhibition
Alka mathur and Naresh
Kapuria's joint show
opens at Bengal Gallery
onJanuaryl8. Alka

Mathur is a familiar
name in the Dhaka art

A\ e

Visitors admire a piece by Alka Mathur at the joint show by two India
and Alka Mathur, now being held at Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts. Minister for Communications
Anwar Hossain performed the inauguration of the 16-day show yesterday. High Commissioner of

n artists, Nare

circle. These two artists
together promise a mind
stirring show for the
city's gallery-goers.

The War We

Forgot

A photography exhibition
on the history of country's
Liberation War has opened
at the Drik Gallery..The
show displays historic
images of the internationally
renowned press and other
photographers who were in
bangladesh during the War
in 1971.The works of Abbas,
Barbey, Henri Bureau,
David Burnett, Horst
Faas(Associated Press),
Michel Laurent(associted
Press)Raghu Rai Rashid
Talukder , among others,
have been kept on display.
The exhibition is open for all
from 3 p.m.to 8 p.m. daily
and will come to an end on

sh Kapuria

India to Bangladesh M.L. Tripathi was present the inaugural ceremony as special guest. - February 2.
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