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v first meeting with Ziaur Rahman
was in early 1966 in Abbotabad, He
was a young Major working as an
instructor in the Pakistan Military Academy at
KaKul. There were two other smart and

$N

promising Majors from the then East Pakistan,
also instructors, in the prestigious Academy.
One of them was Khaled Mosharraf, who
much later as the Chief of GeneralrdSlatT staged
a short-lived coup d’ etat on the 3™ November
1975 and was killed after the coup was aborted
on the 7th. The other instructor was my
brother in law, M.A. Mannaf, who also rose 10

the

mulitary

of our region.

The next time | met him it was in London
soon after Liberation. I was then acting as
Head of the Bungladesh Mission there. Our
talks this ume were highly political and
centered largely on the glorious episodes of
the liberation war. The narration of his
reminiscences of the war was most absorbing.
It made the audience spellbound and took
them to the bygone days of uncertainty and
. Our freedom fighters had been
haphazardly recruited, inadequately trained but
were deployed. in querilla warfare, against a
formidable and welltrained fighting force
equipped with much superior and sophisticated
hardware. Zia's
observation of the high morale of the freedom
fighters and low stock of weapons and
suppliers during the final stage of the war
made one brood the possible consequences had
the liberation war dragged on for a longer
period. He inquired from me about the war
which the Sector Commanders had
asked for and requests for which were
subsequently sent to our unofficial Mission 1n
London for procurement. These were meant to
supplement the existing items supplied to our
freedom fighters. He was happy to note the
progress of the work, as two planeloads of

shipments were being
tch under the guidance of
the late Justice Abu Sayeed Chowdhury
Deputy I was. But the execution of the plan
was aborted with our liberation victory on 16

danger

arms, equipment and mulitary

items.,

clandestine arms
arranged for dispa

December 1971.

Only the other day I was delightfully
surprised 1o come across in my dossiers some

of the onginal lists supphed by the Sector

Commanders.

The third period of our encounters, which

position of a Major General and became
President Ziaur Rahman's Chief of General
Staff. I have gone to abbotabad on a furlough
primarily to visit Mannaf and his family from
New York where | was then posted as a
diplomat 1 also had the opportunity of meeting
Begum Zia for the first ime during that Visit
Thoughour talks then was mostly Confined to
general topics, the issue of utter neglect and
deprivation of our people in the hands of the
rulers of Pakistan figred In
prominently. Reserved and wellcomposed as 1o
he was. Zia lent to more of his eare then used
his longue. This particular trait of his character
was retained for long till after he assumed
Presidency. I noticed a streak of sadiness 1n his
face while discussing the plight of the people

renowned

One

the

assure him

neighbourly

the help
whose

litterateurd and Director of
Shishu Academy, the late Zobeda Khanom.
One could not but notice Zia’s charactenstic
reservation running
whenever some one broached the subject of
the injustice done to him by way of depriving
him of his legitimate office as the first Chief of
army Staff following liberation.

important
recounting took place on the glonous Day of
Revolution and Solidanty on 7th November
1975. On this day the valiant men-in-arms and
courageous citizens joined together in a qulet
revolution and free General
forced detention in the cantonment by leaders
of an abortive coup. In the early hours of the
moming of the 7" I received a phone call from
the General freed from his captivity. Zia asked
me to inform Heads of Diplomatic Mission in
Dhaka not to be concerned about the sound of
finng and shouting of people. He said these
were nothing but spontaneous outbursts of joy
and expressions of happiness by soldiers and
public who had unitedly
successful revolution.

He particularly asked me to inform the
Indian High Commuissioner, Samar Sen to
of the
Bangladesh with India and to develop our
relations on the basis of ‘the most favoured
nabon’ principle. | politely intervened by
saying he had meant the principle of ‘good
relations’.
diplomats know what to say’. Zia's directives
were meticulously carried out at daybreak with
of my colleagues in the Foreign
Office. This particular message conveyed o
the Indian Envoy clearly indicated the policy
professed by Zia towards India at that ume.
People think such atutude helped him to
conclude the first Interim Agreement on the
Shanng of Ganges Waters with India and 1o
bring India within the fold of the South Asian
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Ziaur Rahman : As

[ knew him

M.M. Rezaul Karim

took place intermittently, was from 1973 to
1975 while Zia was Deputy Chief of Army
Staff and 1 was a Director General in the
Ministry of foreign Affairs.

Although we mer off and on we hardly
visited each others home despite standing
invitation from both sides. His off-repeated
invitation contained a literary expression 1n
Bengali, quite a rare phenomenon with him
‘for you my doors are always open.” We used
meet occasionally n

the
the

the flat of

into a stony silence

event that deserves

Zia from his

staged a

policy of friendship of

He quipped,

"you

\ssociation of Regional Cooperation.

The

weTy country has its natonal
heroes whom  its  people.
irespective of religions and

ideologies. worship through
gencrations who find them as
beacon at the crossroads. Their
national heroes, dead or alive,
dictate wends of history and give
them a sense of direction that helps
them forge rock-hke unity to
overcome challenges of time. The
United States, France. Bntain,
China and ever India- all the great
peoples of the world have their
national heroes, who through their
traials and inbulations have made a
t place in the history that
they recall with pride. Bangladesh,
100. has its national herocs who
ignited the spirit of Liberation
among the suppressed and
oppressed  millions,  but a
doctrinaire force, claiming o be
the lone champion of the struggle
for frcedom, has resoried the
shanwiess distortion of our history.
That is the congenital problem
Bangladesh has been confronting
since its birth,
The history of Bangladesh

hiberation  struggle s not  just
limited to a short ¢ that has
begun with  Sheikh  Mujibur

Rahman and ended with him. The
true scenano 1s different. Sheikh
Mujib was conspicuous by his
absence a1 the most  eritical
Junctires which can be phased out
like the great Language
Movement. the sixlynine
movement and the crackdown by
the Pakistani occupation army in
1971. The Language Movment
was, in fact, initiated by a mililf;;
patriotic group of young educa

peophe inspired byyﬂlt wrtings of
some B thinkers and
intellectuals, only a year alter the

ruling clique declared that
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Urdu should be the only state
language ol the country. maulana
Bhosani was the fisn  political
lcader who voiced the sentiment of

the Bengalce people  who
constituted the majority of the
population of Pakistan.

The mass movment of 1969,
which brought down the despotic
regime of Ayub Khan was also
spearhcaded by the undaunted
maulana who along with thousands
of agitators marched towards
Dhaka Cantonment and in the face
of mass upsurge the Government
relessed Sheikh Mujib who was
implicated in the Agarnala
CONSPIracy casc.

On the fateful night of March
25, 1971 Sheikh Mujib courted
arrest leaving behind the helpess
unarmed people o fight
uncertainty and was flown o West
Pakistan. The poliucal leadrship
vacuum thus created was promptly
filled by a mid-level Bengalee
army olficer. Major Ziaur Rahman
who domonstrated his courage and
wisdom by taking up the daunting
challenge of proclaiming
mdependence of Bangladesh on
March 26. which gave the broken
nation a moral boost, a sense of
direction and helped them unite to
wage war against the occupation
army. Zia thus performked a
histroical role at the most critical
time of the nation as De Gaule,
than an army colonel, had done in
1940 during the Second Worled
War by issuing a clarion call 10 the
demoralised French people 10 raise
a war of resistance against the
Fascist a :ionicmr g;‘t' m
juncture, the people o
heard the voice of Zia, not Sheikh
Mujib who was w play
the historical role. Zia thus rose
from vbscurity 1o mmn:nu and
become a national 4

Subsequent

had with

jcontacts |

General Zia was in Saudi Arabia in 1977.
Soon after I opened the Embassy in Jeddah.
Zia paid an official visit to saudi Arabia.
Although he was designated as Deputy Chief
Martial Law  Administration, the  Saudi
Government accorded to him high respect and
protocol befitting a Head of Government. The
General took the opportunity of apprising King
Khaled, Crown Prince Fahd, Defence Minister
Prince Sultan, Foreign Minister Prnnce Faisal
and other leading personalities about the
rationale for the creation of Bangladesh as a
sovereign, independent nation. He destroyed
the myth and the notion prevalent in Saudi
Arabia that Bangladesh had been created by a
Hindu India to destroy a Mushim Pakistan.
During that visit Zia laad foundation Saudi
Bangladesh economic co-operation and
Initiated the flow of movement of labour and
professionals from Bangladesh to the Holy
Land.

Then came the period from 1977 to 1978
while I was posted as Deputy High
Commissioner in New Delhi. The Intennm
Agreement on the Sharing of Waters of the
Ganges and his noble initiative towards
establishment of the SAARC to forge regional
co-operation in South Asia made him pay
visits to New Delh1 a number of times. These
occasions permitted me to work closely with
him as the Head of Government and later as
Head of State. He aptly demonstrated vision,
sincerity of purpose, skill and courage to
convince others and straight forwardness in

approach that help him win over others,
including adversaries. His dogged

perseverance and megalomaniac efforts made
him attain his desired objectives.

During my visits to Bangladesh he often
called me and used to talk to me, in his words,
as a friend on both domestic and international
matters. He was deeply concerned about the
urgent need for controlling population growth
and for augmenting food production. I must
admit of my initial inhibition at his entering
politics. But later realized that by floating a
popular political party he, in effect, served the
cause of democracy by evolving, almost
unwittingly, a two party political system.

His state visit to Sri Lanka in 1979 while |
was High Commissioner there was a
stupendous success, Sri Lankan government
and people were full of admiration of
President Zia for assuming bold leadership of
South Asia being the architect of the SAARC
and also for his commitment of democracy.

Zia-architect of rmoziern
Bangladesh

Introduction of a multi-party decmocracy in
Bangladeh and his personal at quality of being
free from corruption, a rare attnbute for
leaders of the developing world were highly
commended. He told me before his departure
from Colombo that he would like me to go to
China as Ambassodor. Our relations with
China as the new and major source of defence
equipment and supplies following drying up of
the traditional source, the Soviet Union,
rendered our Embassy in China exceptionally
important, he added. 1 reflected briefly and
thanked the President for the honour done to

me, but politely informed him that my two
children would then be depreived of education
as on English medium school existed in China
il that epoch. The President sat silently for
some time and then told me, I have two sons
whom I hardly see. When | leave for work in
the moming, they are sleeping; when I finish
my work and return home at night, they are
already tast asleep. Such sacnfice one has to
do for the country and the people”. The next
month I left for Beijing.

His third and the last state visit that were
arranged by me was that to China in 1980, Out
relationship with China already reached a lofty
height. Despite to great transition taking place
at that ume from the old guard under Mao Ze
Dong to the reformist camp of Teng Hsiao
ping, the pomp and grandeur of the red carpet
reception accorded to President Zia signified a
memorable event in Chian.
bilateral agreements end compassing vaned
fields were singned during the wvisit. These
further strengthened the bond of friendship
between our two countries. During informal
talks following the state banquet hosted by the
Chinese at the Great Hall of the people the
President spoke of the delicate political
situation 1n the country. He whispered to say
that while praying at the sunnse he soughl
blessings of the Almighty that He allows him
to see the sunset. These brief remarke spoke
volumes. Then Chinese Prime Mimister Zhao
Ziyang was to pay a return visit to Bangladesh.
The date was fixed for sometime in the first
week of June. About two days before we lost
him, he telephoned me at Beijing and inquired
whether everything about Zhao zyangs
scheduled visit to Bangladesh was going on
according to plans. After I assured him fully,
he said that every minutes detail of the
proposed visit was being personally looked
into by him at his end. These were his last
woreds with me

In the fateful morning of the 30" May I
was informed on phone by the Reulers
correspondent in  Beijing of the cruel
assassination of our dear leader. 1 almost froze.
[t was so sudden. so unexpected and so
incredulous. A luminary fell from the sky and
was lost forever. The nation lost a noble soul,
the people a dynamic leader, the region a
visionary and the world a statesman. He 1s
missed by all, who are committed (0
democracy and development. Zia's death
justified the adage that one can realy value a
person only after he is gone.

A number of

cOmMmon
nationalist
looking

by Amanullah Kabir

Had there been no independent
Bangladesh, Zia would have been
tricd as a trator and Sheikh
Mujib's name would have been
writien in golden letters in history
as saviour of Pakistan.

However, Zia can again stand
companson with General De Gaule
who assumed state power when
France plunged deep into political
wrmoil due to the pervasive
destabilising factors as legacy of
the World War. Zia also emerged
as the helmsman by consensus
through the unprecedented
soldiers-people upsurge on
November 7, 1975 when the war-
ravaged country was drifting to a
civil strife amidst military coups
and counter coups. Military-
(urned-politician  President  Zia
could read through his freedom
fighter's eye the mind of the
pcople who fought the bloody
liberation war with a definite
objective that could be achieved
only by redeeming the past and
fixing the priorities on the basis of
an agenda. The people fought the
nine-month-long war not for more
terntorial sovenignty, one country-
one party-one leader system and a
bottomless basket as described by
the than US Secretary of Suate
Henry Kissinger, but for political,
economic and cultural
emancipation wich was impossible
without recourse to redical change
and drastic reforms,

Zin dreamt of a  modern
Bangladesh and made others to

dream. Zia was a visionary leader
and with the visionaty zeal he, in
fuct, laid the foundation of today's
Bangladesh. He
realise that termitorially, bangladesh
is a small country, but its potential
human and natural resources, if

consideration. Zia embarked upon
a massive reform  programme

nationalised by the Awami League
Government immediately after the
independence. As part  of

integrity could not make progress
as required by the time and these
problems
politically. In order to inflame the
nationalist spirit of the people and

when

could nghtly

country hold
sentments,

the

should be addressed

He  buiht

accommuodate all ethnic groups und
unify the divided nation. Zia's
Bangladeshh Nationalism offered
platform
forces
for an alternative 10
Mupb’s Bangladesh Nationalism,
which is, by all definitions, based
on ¢rroncous concepl, particularly
Bangladesh
independent, as it has failed 1o
protect all ethinic identities within
the termtonal boundary of
their

President Zia as proponent of

brought together all the nationalist
forces from all political currents,

particular, in the uplift actvities
and forge national consensus on
the development issues. Since the

nation without developments in all
the sectors could not sustain the
competitive  age and
soverieng existence,

infrastrature

Bridge, thy monumental
achivement, and ncver been a
dream ol Sheikh Mujib nor Ziaur
Rahman. It was a long-standing
demand ol the people of north
Bangal from the pre-partion days
But 1t 1s Zia who fhirst acuvely
considered and worked on the plan
for construction of Jamuna bndge
become in view ol s importance lor
¢cconomic development. His
unfinished task was mostly done
by his successor Begum Khaleda
Zia, though it has been named, to
our uller shame, after
Bangabandhu That we today take

1O lht}u‘

who were

has

the
nationahist

exploited and utilised properly. Bangladeshi Nationalism pride in the performance of our
could push the development curb eyeqally floated Bangladesh  cricket team who have enhanced
to the peak. Taking all these Into  Ngtjonlist  Party (BNP) which the image of Bangladesh abroad is

the sole contrnibution of Zia who set
up the Crnicket Board to encourage

designed in the light of the glovally  magly  from followers of the game among our boys

dominating trends awayed by Mgulana Bhasani. Zia as its Mot of the Biggest
flourishing democracy and market supreme  leader gave 1t the  pgallations like fertilizer factory,
economy. He reverted Sheikh  goctrinal shape of a liberal clectricity plant, etc were cither
Mujib’s totalitanan  system 10 democratic  party  having  its jptiated or extablished during his
multi-party  democracy, evidently ideological slrcng[h. from time. He revived Dhaka Stock
preconditioned by press freedom. Bangladeshi Nationalism. He  Exchange and allowed the garment
and ook steps 1o privatise mills  launched his party with the unique mndustry in the pnvate sector
and factories, banks and  slogan “politics for development”  pionecered by late Nurul Kader
insurances, and other public sector  ¢learly  wimed imvolving  all  Khan, he also iniated move (o
enterprises indisciminately forces. the youth force in atract  foreign  investors  in

eaploration and extraction of gas
and o1l knowing full well about the
polential reserves.

pakage reform programme he  birth of Bangladesh, Zia emerged In addition 10 s reform
simultancously  encouraged the s the only leader who saw the programme, President Zha's
privale sector to create growith nationl building task from a global dynamic  foreign  policy and
momentum in the economy. perspective and kept a waltchful  statesmanly acumen camed

In the sirenuous process, Ziaur e¢ye on progress in all fields- Bangladesh name and fame in the
Rahman felt that a nation with political, economic, social and  world community and brought him
indetity crisis, division and lack of cultural, because he belived o the recognition as the emerging

lcader of the Third World as well
as the Mushm world, Thus Zia will
be evaluated in the history as the
architect of modern Bangladesh
and in this context he can only

hence 1S

for

give them a national indentity, zia  economic development, but never match  great  reformist  leader
introduced Bangladesh left the cultural front unattended.  Mahathir Mohammed of today's
Natonalism which could Let us cite two instance. Jamuna  Malgyasia,

By Reazuddin Ahmed

he people across the
world remember their
heroes and pay their
respect 1o those who served the
natton with dedication. They
follow their ideals and
implement those for building
the nation. The People who
became the national heroes
served the natuon and the
people selflessly. Such national
heroes fought against the
enemies of the nation to
liberate and defend their
motherland and built the nation
with statesman like foresight.
They planned the national
develoment with vision and
sagacity. People gain by
remembering them and
lollowing their 1deals.

Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman was one such person
who emerged as a hiberauon
war hero in 1971 and later
became a visionary in building
a modern Bangladesh. But it is
not very easy to'evaluate Zia in
short because his achievements
are¢ really great. He made
remarkable contgributions as a
soldier, president, politician
and as a reformer. Zia 1s often
seen by many either as a
soldier or as a president. This
many not be the proper way of
evaluating a fnational hero. Zia
should be seen in totality for an
ohjective evaluation of his life
and achievements because his
honesty, dedicauon, sagacity
and foresight will continue to
guide the nation and inspire the
new generation

Even the critcs of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman can
not undermine his role in the
liberation war and restoring
peace and discipline in the
country in the post 75

Bangladesh. When Zia came 1o
the centre stage of power, the
country was 1n total anarchy
There was no government In
the first week of November,
1975. The whole nation was as
helpless as it was on 25" of
March, 1971. In 1971 Major
Zia gave the nation a sense of
direction and called for taking
up arms to liberate the country.
A determined people tumed
back at his call and defeated
the occupation forces. It was
Zia who fulfilled a soldier's
obligaton by liberaung the
country. Again General Zia
stood by the people when the
conspirators were ymng (O
undermine country s
sovereignty. Those who saw
the anarchy in those days 1n
1975 will definitely agree that
General Zia appeared as a
savior of the naton. But |
know there are many over
romanticised people who will
say that Zia's role has been
exaggerated. But it 1s not true.
I am to say that Zia has not
been properly evaluated
undermine the contribution of
Zia, Should not forget that a
soldier’'s duty is to defend his
motherland and Zia did 1t in
1971 and 1975.

In 1975 General Zia was
brought to the center stage of
power through a revolution.
The people and soldiers jointly
organised that revolution to
defend country's sovereignly
Zia was brought to radio
station from, captivity. He did
not se1ze power by
promulgating martial law. The
country was already under
martial law on November 7
when Zia was installed to
power by the people and the
soldiers through a revolution.

Seventh November was the
turning point in our national
hife. The country was set on a

long march towards
democracy. The so-called
democrats and ellected
representative of the people
killed democracy and

established one party Baksal
rule. Is it not true that mulu-
party democrfacy was Killed
through  establishment  of
Baksal? Is it also not true that
the multi-party democracy was
restored by Ziaur Rahman?
What the critics will call Zia-a
killer of democracy or a savior
of democracy? It 1s true that
Zia was s soldier. A soldier's

image 1n most third world
countries is that he takes
position against democracy.

But there are exceptions. Zia
was such an exceptions. It was
Ziaur Rahman who allowed
political parties to function
under mulu-party democracy.

The 1979 parliament was
represented by  different
political parties. The noted

parliamentarians were elected
to that house.

President Zia emerged as a
politician through formation of
a nationalist front. Such a front
was then required to organise
the nationalist forces. The
nationalist forces were then
fragmented and scattered all

over the country. Zia saw
tremendous political potential
in that force. So he formed the
nationalist front to bring all
nationalists under one banner.
The front was then converted
into Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP). Formation of
BNP was s significant event in
our political history. The
launching of BNP was l}]
deterrent to those who wanted
to rule Bangladesh perpetually
with extraneous support. Ziaur
Rahman launched BNP 1o
create a balance of power in
our society. As a politician. Zia
felt the urgency of forming a
party that could nurture and
protect democracy. BNP did it
when General Ershad was :
trying to perpetuate autocratic
rule in Bangladesh. If a
politician’'s success lies in
seeing things beyond his nose,
then Zia was definitelfy a
successful politician because
he filled the vaccum in our
political arena by launching a
strong party that is needed for
sustenance of democracy.
President Zia will be
remembered for so many
reasons. He restored discipline
in the administration and
charted a road map for
Bangladesh 10 make the
country a self-reliant one. He
took over the administration at
a ime when Bangladesh was a

bottomless basket. But Ziaur
Rahman within shortesl
possible ume, pulled up

Bangladesh from the shambles.
The nation got a dignified
position in the commiltee of
nation as a member of security
council and Vice-Chairman of

the Organisation of Islamic’
Countries (O1C). Zia
undertook 1mtiative 0o make

the country self-reliant in food
and his action plan was so
successful that Bangladesh
could export nce 1n early 80s.
The country's industnal policy
was liberalised and prnvate
sector was given the dnving
seat in industnal development
of the country. During his time
denationalisation Process
started. It 1s needless to say
that Bangladesh had to sufler
most because of wholesale
nationaliation at the dawn of
independence. He streamlined
administration through
sweeping measures The
talented people were attracled
lo the civil service through
compelitive examination

In foreign policy Zia scored

many successes. A new born
country under his leadership
played significant role n

establishing peace in middle
east. Bangladesh was a
member of Al-Quads
committee and Zia was given
the pineering role to end war
between Iran and lIraq.
Bangladesh's victory 1n the
security council election was a
greatl honour and recognition

of this country's role n
establishing world peace. He
will remembered for hiS

initiative to bring all the
countries of South Asia under

the umbrella of a regional
orgunisation which later
became the South Asian’
Association for  Regional!
Cooperation (SAARC). Zis
was a visionary. He saw the
potential in such an
organisation  for promoung

peace and development in this
part of the world. Zia took the
initiative to form a south Asiar
regional organization dunng
the difficult tme of cold war
In the post cold war er
regional groupings are
mushrooming across the world
But Zia dreamt of such ai
organization at a ime when ne

one in South Asia saw
possibility of bringing the
seven  countries  togethe

because of their acrimoniout
relations. Even Zaa wa
misunderstood for taking tha
move. But he was undaunted it
implementing  his  dream
Today SAARC 1s a potenta
organisation and this regiona
grouping can play a vital rok
in promoting regional peuce
harmony and economi‘
development.

Zia had firm conviction i
institutionalising  democrac)
and the society. He tood
certain steps that will
long.

time.
set-u

during his
imitiative (o

all these steps to .sln_tngl
democracy and institutionalis
introduced

freedom. Zia
brand of politics that enthuse
younger generation :

participate in nation buildin
activities. A frustrated :
saw silverlining in the cloud
under the leadership of Ziay
Rahman. k)



