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A pest
indeed

SYDNEY, Jan 17: A serial
est came out of retirement
Vednesday when he ran onto
the Sydney Cricket Ground and
disrupted Australla’'s one-day
match against the West Indies.
reports .

pgetcr Hore leapt the fence
from the members' area and
ran bare foot, wearing a black
bra and shorts, to the pitch
where he sat down cross-legged
in front of the stumps,

He waved his arms before
lifting off the bails and gesticu-
lating at West Indies batsman
Sherwin Campbell early in the
tourists" Innings as dusk

loomed.

Four security guards tackled
him heavily to the ground and
escorted the 40-year-old from
the field.

Hore announced he had "re-
tired from being a pest" after
beln% fined 300 Australian dol-
lars for running onto the course
waving a didgeridoo during the
men's marathon at the Sydney
Olyinpics.

His return Wednesday cost
hiim an instant 5.500-dollar fine
for trespassiug.

In previons vears. Hore has
interrupted the funerals ol rock
singer Michael Hutchence and
horse trainer TJ Smith.

He also ran onto the course
at the 1997 Melbourne Cup
horse race just weeks before he
ripped the net during Austra-
lia's erucial World Cup football
qualifier against Iran in Mel-
bourne.

Last January he sprinted on
to court during the Australian
Open tennis final and in March
invaded the floor in South
Australian parliament.

Rajshahi cricket

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jan 17: Friends
Sporting Club recorded a four-
wicket victory over Bright Star
Club in the Rajshahi Premier
Division cricket league today at
the Shaheed AHM Qamruz-
zaman Divisional Stadium.

Winning the toss, Friends
invited the opponents to bat
first. Bright Star went all out
collecting 99 runs in 34 overs.

In reply. Friends reached the
target of 100 runs in 33.3 overs
losing six wickets.

DIV I CRICKET

Kazihata Sporting Club de-
feated Agamani Krira Chakra by
six wickets in the Rajshahi First
Division cricket league today at
the local district stadium.

Agamani won the toss and
batted first to collect 126 runs
for all in 37 overs.

In reply, Kazihata reached
the target 127 runs in 32.4
OVers.

Biman fly

", ' From'page 13
yielding flifteen fours, came to
an end when he edged a simple
catch to Anwar behind the
wicket.

Aminul, the lone Test centu-
rion of the country, was batting
on 67 along with Sanwar Hos-
sain, who was on 17, when the
stumps were drawn.

For Dhaka Metropolis it was
a timid day in the middle with
their depleted bowling attack,
which missed the firepower of
right-arm  seamer Neeyamur
Rashid, toiling hard.

Neeyvamur is serving a one-
match disciphuary ban along
with inforin Al Shahiriar follow-
Ing their vndvconnung behaviour
in the previous maltch against
holders Chittagong at Comilla.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the first day
of the four-day Green Delta
National League match between
Bangladesh Biman and Dhaka
Metropolis at the BKSP ground
in Savar yesterday:

BIMAN: First innings
Javed ¢ Anwar b K Mahmud 102
Faruque b Nalmur 68
Bashar ¢ K Mahmud b Nalmur 1

Aminul not oul 67
Sanwar not out 17
Extras: (b-1. Ib-1, nb-1) 8
Total: {for 3 wickets In 105 over] 263
Fall of wickets: 1/133.
2/139, 3/222
Bowler O M R W
K Mahmud 20 6 49 1
Mehrab 6 | 26 0O
Naimur 26 2 91 2
Ashraful 4 1 5. 51
Saikat 25 10 31 O
Mukul 19 3 35 0
Biplob ] | O 0
Taris 4 0 G 0
CBCA merry
From page 13
orcddler Andrew Kent took the

Initiative and guided his team
(o stumps remaining 61 not
oul.

It was a sorry day in the fleld
for the BCB XI as '[ir'.IE}' dropped
no less than five catches.

Mushfiqur Rahman stood
out in bowling and returned
with four wickets conceding 73
runs in 26 overs,

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard on the opening
day of the four-day match be-
iween  Commonwealth Bank
Cricket Academy (CBCA) and
BCB XI at the Bangabandhu
National Stadfum yesterday.
CBCA: First Innings

Harris ¢ K Masud b Aminul Jr 14
Williams ¢ K Masud b Mushflq 23
Stanton lbw b Hasibul 45
Shaun ¢ K Masud b Mushfiq 02
OBrien Ibw b Mushlig I
Kent not out 61
:fncbmnm ¢ K Masud b Mushflg 21

Oges not out 1
Exiras: (b-4. 1b-6. nb.8, w-1) 19

Total: (For 6 wickets in 90

overs) 207
3“1?.“ of wickets: 1/38, 2/40.
6.4/190. 5/201, 6/276,
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NEW DELHI, Jan
17: India's Andil
Kumble will seek
Inspiration  from
fellow- w{ spinner
Shane Warme of
Anstralia in o bid to salvage his
cricket carcer after a shoulder
injury.

Kumble, who will undergo
surgery in Johannesburg later
on Wednesday, Is expected to
be out of action for at least four
months.

The 30-year-old was, how-
ever, confident he will follow the
example of Warne and Indian
pace bowler Javagal Srinath
who returned to international
cricket after similar shoulder
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ANIL KUMBLE

Anil's source of inspiration

problems

T looking at this eplsode
in lite positively,” Kumble toled
the Telegraph newspaper.

“In any case, I'll draw Inspi-
ration from Sri (Srinath) and
Warne in particular. Both didn't
allow shoulder surgery to ham-
per their career.”

Kumble,  India’'s  leading
spluner with 276 Test and 2??
o=ty wichets was expected
to be a potent Inree during the
upcoming howme serles against
Steve Waugh's all-conquering
Australians.

He will miss not only the
Anstralian  series and the
Sharjah tri-series in April, but

also the tour of Zimbabwe In
May.
The earliest Kumble can

hope to play for India again is
on a tour of Sri Lanka in July.

"There was no option. To
move ahead in my career, I had
to undergo this surgery." Kumsy
ble told the paper.

Tm not going to make a
hurried comeback.., 1 know I'l
have to religiously follow the
rehab  programme in the
months Immediately after sur-
gery. Life won't really be the
same again.”

The leg-spinner refused to

comment whether his five-
month stint English county
Leicestershire last vear had

contributed to the injury.
"Bowling continuously for a

decade is bound to cause wear

and tear.” said Kumble, who

Sport

first played for India in 1990,

Kumble developed pain in
the shoulder during the Shar-
jalh tournament in Oclober.
forcing him to miss the home
series against Zimbabwe.

Indfan captain Saurav Gan-
guly admitted Kumble's ab-
sence against the Australians
was a blow, but hoped the team
will take it in it's stride.

"We'll have to make do with
whoever Is at hand," Ganguly
sald.

"Anil would have been a big
factor, but there is little we can
do, His injury did not look
sood, so it's not a bolt from the

lue.”
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SHANE WARNE

LONDON, Jan 16

(AFP) Football

. Association chief
@ s 3 exccutive  Adam
@ Crozier on Tues-

day waded Into
the growing row on the future ol
the European transfer system.
saying world body FIFA's pro-
posal to allow players to walk
out on their contracts with just
three. months notice was 'un-
workable’, reports AFP.

European governing body
UEFA has threatened to split
from FIFA and enter into dis-
cussions with the European
Commission on their own un-
less FIFA withdraws its contro-
versial blueprint.

Crozier wamed UEFA
against pursuing unilateral
talks with the Commission and
advised them to return instead
to proposals which were ini-
tially presented to the EC by
the Transfer Taskforce at the
end of October.

“The FA is fully supportive of
the position taken by the joint
UEFA/FIFA working party prior
o Christmas and urges all
sides to retum to these propos-
als,” said Crozier in his letter.

“The FA has considered the
new FIFA proposals and be-
lieves them to be unworkable.

“There is no question that if
football is to be successful at
the negotiaunﬁ table then it
needs to unite behind one set of

proposals.

‘If we are divided then we
will alimost certainly fail.

It s therefore imperative
that UEFA and FIFA do every-
thing in their power to get back
together on this fundamental
issue for the good of football."

Eusebio
Sheffield
bound

LONDON, Jan 17: Portu-
guese legend Eusebio will be a
guest of honour at English First
Division club Sheffield United
on Fridav. reports AFP

The star, who shone for his
country in the 1966 World Cup
and for Benfica against Man-
chester United in the 1968
European Cup final at Wem-
bley, will be In south Yorkshire
to mark the unveiling of a
statue of Jimmmy Hagan.

Hagan played for Sheffield
United and had a spell as man-
ager of Benfica when world star
Eusebio was a player. United
manager Neil Warnock and
former England striker Frank
Worthington will also be in at-
tendance at a memorial dinner
for Hagan on the same night

FA wants FIFA to rethink

Crozier was speaking just
ahead of an emergency UEFA
Executive Cominittee meeting
which was to last through
Wednesday.

The Commission Insists the
transfer system has to be re-
vamped as it contravenes ex-
isting European laws on the
free inovement of labour.

UEFA general secretary
Gerhard Aigner earlier warned
his organisation was quite
ready to go its own way.

"We are prepared to put for-
ward proposals to the Cominis-
sion. We have the possibilities
to put forward proposals that
are suitable on our own," said
Aigner,

A FIFA statement Monday
said it was "committed to doing
its utmost to find a global solu-
tion that will be satisfactory to
all parties.”

French Football Federation
president Claude Simonet. who

iIs on UEFA's Executive Com-
mittee, indicated Tuesdav the
organisation likewise did nof

want to see an open confliet
break out.

FIFA president Sepp Blatter
insists FIFA's proposals are
only at the discussion stage.

"We've presented a paper to
the Commission and said we
want to negotiate. This is nol
the same as an imposition."
said Blatter,

MELBOURNE,
Jan 17: A day af-
ter appearing in
perhiaps the most

| revealing ol fit
-_.A?..J ever to adorn a
Grand Slam Centre Court, Ve-
nus Williams opted for a big
cover-up Wednesday, reports
AFP.

The US Open and Wimble-
don champion, appearing in a
first round doubles match with
sister Serena. selected a
cropped version of a classic
white tennis shirt. teamed with
an equally simple royal blue
skirt.

The ensemble could not
have been further removed from
the precariously low-cut two-
plece top she sported in her
singles first round tie on Tues-
day.

That particular outfit, which
looks certain to be sent back to
the designer's drawing board,

ensured pictures of Venus'
cleavage were splashed across
almost every Australian news-
paper on Wednesday:.

Only the austere Financial
Review felt able to resist as
colmmnists had a field day de-
scribing how Venus spent most
of her first match tugging at the

top and apparently worrying
about spilling out of it.
As former player Pam

Shriver put it: "Every time Ve-
nus tossed up to serve | was
thinking: "Oh no, they won't fall
out, will they?"

Melbourme's Herald Sun
daily sald Venus' complicated
strappy top had made it hard to
tell if it was a "too-tiny bra or a
two-tone slash-fronted top."

Alan Atwood, fromn the Mel-
bourne Age, said the outfit
looked "as if the moths had got
to {t.”

‘Looks like she bought a bi-
kinl for Barbie and hung half

I

o N

GOOD LUCK: Williams sisters Venus (L) and Serena touch
hands before the start of their women's doubles first round
' match of the Australian Open yesterday.

~—AFP photo

Brilliant disguise

around her own neck."

Even Williams' compatriot
Lindsay Davenport, normally
the soul of discretion, admitted
the outfit had been "a little bi-
zarre to play tennis in."

"She seemed like she was
always trying to pull it up. It
didn't look too tennis player-
friendly.”

Williams herself appeared
bemused by all the fuss. "l was
under the Impression were here
to talk about doubles,” was her
testy response to questions on
the subject.

Despite  her reservations
about Venus's oitfit, Davenport
said she welcomed the iIn-
creasing focus on what the
women players wear.

“I think that the tennis
clothing companies are trying
to get more bold in what they're
producing and what they're
getting the girls to wear. | think
that's great,

“Some niavbe go really far
withh it and  extreme. That's
probably 1o get some recogni-
tion and attention for the com-
pany.”

Davenport made her own
foray into the style wars on
Wednesday with a shocking

pink skirt with what was, ap-
parently, a Pucci-influenced
print. As one uncharitable ob-
server pointed out, that meant
it looked like it had been cut
from a 1970's shower curtain.
Incidentally, the Willilams
sisters won their match, effort-
lessly overcoming Canada's
Renata Kolbovie and Nirupama
Valdyanathan of India 6-1, 6-3.

Davis Cup
Ecuador to play
Australia in
opener

MELBOURNE, Jan 17: Ec-
uador have little chance of top-
ling Davis Cup glants Austra-
la In thelr opening round
match next month, Ecuador's
number one Nicolas Lapentti
conceded Wednesday, reports
AFP.

Lapenttl, ranked 24 in the
world, has little confidence his
tiny South Amerlcan nation can
beat Australia on grass in Perth
from February 9-11.

Australla won the 1999
Davis Cup and were beaten by
Spain In last yvear's final in Bar-
celona.

BAGC starts

Sports Reporter

The Partex 16" Bangladesh
Amateur Golf Championship
(BAGC) began at the Kurmitola
Goll Club course yesterday.

Chief of Army Stafl and
president of the Club M Harun-
Ar-Rashid  Inaugurated the
four-day Frcstigious meet,

A total of 114 forelgn and lo-
cal pgolfers took the
opening day.

Points of the top ten plavers
at the end of the opening day
are as under:

part on

Sadig Quddus - 71
Siddigur Ralunan - 71
Mohd Milon - 76
Mohie Hossailn - 76
Showkat Uz Zaman - 79
Yelamber S Adhikari - 80
Rahib Bashar - 80
Arshi Halider - Bl
Ralvan Rab - B]
Sved lgbal Azeem - 81

Rain stoppage
at Wanderers

JOHANNESBURG, Jan 17
Rain stopped play with 5Sri
Lanka Iin trouble at 21 for three
in the sixth and final Hmited-
overs iInternational againsi
South Africa at the Wanderers
Stadlum on Wednesday. reports
AFP,

Fast bowler Roger
Telemnachus, recalled to the
South African team In place of
Makhava Ntinl. who was rested.,
took all three wickets for nine
runs before a heavy thunder-
storm hit the ground

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard In the sixth andd
final limited-overs International

between South Africa and Sri
Lanka at the Wanderers Sta-
divim on Wednesday:

SRI LANKA

J'surlya ¢ Boucher b Telemachus 6
K'witharana Ibw b Telemachus 4
Atapatta not out 2
De Silva ¢ Dippenaar b Telemachus7
Jiviniwardene not out 0
Lxiras: (1b-2) <
Total: (For 3 wkis In 9 overs) 21

To bat: R Arnold, K Sangak-
kara, C Vaas, N Zoysa. D
Fernando, M Muralitharan.

Fall of wickets: 1-7, 2-12, 3-
20.

Bowler DM Ro~W
Pollock O R 1 0 ICRE 8
Telemachus R 0 pARE ¢ TARE.

SOUTH AFRICA: S Pollock.
I Dippenaar. H Gibbs, J Kallis.
N McKenzile. J Rhodes. N Boje,
M Boucher. J Kemp. A Donald
R Telemachus

Rain
From page 13
balls) seriously worrying
Australian bowlers.

While Lara starred for the
Windies, it was vice-captain
Ricky Ponting who stood out for
Australia with a thrilling 93
from 74 balls, an assault em-
bellished with seven bounda-
ries.

Ponting launched his savage
attack after Mark Waugh (58
from 94 balls and acting cap-
tain Adam  Gilchrist (40 from
406) had smacked 98 in the
opening 24 overs in another
dominant start

SCOREBOARD

Scorehoard of the Carlton

one-dan international

bherween Aastralia and the West

Indics at the Syvdnev Cricket

Ground on Wednesday
AUSTRALIA

the

\.p'l‘Ti -

M Waugh ¢ Powell b Samuels S8
Gllchrist ¢ Powell b Williams 40
Ponling ¢ Adams b McLean 93
Bevan ¢ Campbell b McLean 31
Martyn not out 2]
Lehmann not out 19
Extras: (Ib-9, w-5, nb-1) 15
Toial: (For 4 wkts In 50 overs) 277
Fall of wickets: 1-98. 2-109,
3-187. 4-246
Bowler O M R W
McLean 10 0 45 2
Black 8 0 49 0
Stuart 8 U oy 0
Williams 10 0 43 1
Samuels 10 1 39 |
Powell 2 )i 224 )
Adams e DNl 0
WEST INDIES
Hinds ¢ Warne b Bracken |
Jacobs ¢ Warne b Bracken 21
Campbell ¢ Martyn b Harvey 23
Lara not out 116
Samuels ¢ Gllchrist b Harvey 1
Adams b Warne 9
Powell ¢ Bracken b Warne 28
Willlams st Gillchrist b Warne |
McLean Ibw b Symonds 0
Stuart not out 3
Extras: (b-2, Ib-1, w-3, nb-2) S

Tolal: (For 8 wkts In 42.4 overs) 211

Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-31, 3-
67, 4-69, 5-94, 6-161, 7-164,
8-166

Bowler (3 TR RS W
McGrath 7.4 TR b7 4 0
Bracken 7 Ruo 2] 2
| larvey 7 o o) (3 FEES
Symonds * et ¢ L1 |
Warne 10 0O 62 3
Mariyvn 2 QO 17 0

Result: Australia won by
28 runs (under Duckworth-
Lewis scoring system).

CARLTON SERIES

TABLE
P W L Pts
Australia g - 6
W Indies 4 1 o 1Y
Zimbabwe | ) 1 :

Agassl, Sampras

From page 13
court one crowd by ripping off
his shirt and tossing it into the
stands, |
Martinez. a finalist here in
1998, lost out in a three-and-a-
half

hour battle with
Emmanuelle Gagliardi. The
Swiss girl finally triumphed 5-
7. 6-3, 8-6,

“Nothing really worked for
me today. It was, for women,
vou know, one of those days,”
sald Martinez. '

An uncharacteristically er-
ror-strewn performance from
secontd seed Davenport cost her
a set against German qualifier
Greta Arn before she pulled (it
back to win 6-2, 4-6, 6-2,

A total of 28 unforced errors
will not have helped the de-
feuding champion's confidence
going In to her third round
match against Italy's Silvia Fa-
rina Ella.

American Andre Agassi makes a forehand return against compatriot Paul Goldstein during

their second round match of the Australian Open yesterday.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN NOTEBOOK

MELBOURNE. Jan 17 (AFP):
The Williams sisters are proba-
bly the biggest names in world
tennis at the moment. No jour-
nalist can afford to miss out on
what they have to say. Unless
ol course the alternative s free
booze and foorl

Confirmation that the finest
traditions of the fourth estate
are still alive and well in its
sporting branch came on
Wednesday when the an-
nouncement that the sisters
were in the press conference
room coincided with the distri-
bution of limited supplies ol
beer, wine and sandwiches in
the adjacent press area. Even
mega-stars are destined to lose
some battles Venus
Serena must have been
scratching their heads in won-
der at why they were suddeniy
SO unpopular.

RING ME

A new ring on the finger of

anrl

girlfriend of Australia's yvoung

star Llevton Hewitt, caused a
sHr ol excitemnent on Wednes-
day. Lleyton did give it to her
but nuptials are not in the off-
ing yet: "It was a birthday pres-

ent.” she revealed.

PITHY PAM

Pam Shriver has won this
year's award for plain speaking
with a characteristically pithy
summing up of what everyone
was thinking when Venus Wil-
llams appeared on court in a
dangerously low-cut top. "Every
time Venus tossed up to serve |
was thinking: 'Oh no, they
won't fall out, will they?"™

THE SWISS MISS

Czech-borm Martina Hingis
IS !mJJp}; being a Swiss Miss.

Asked about the case of Jelena
Dokic, who has abandoned
Australia for her native Yugo-
slavia, Hingis said she had
never considered switching
allegiance. "I might have been
borm in Czechoslovakia but |

— AFP photo

always felt very good playing for
the country where I grew up.”
Hingls moved to Switzerland at
the age of eight.

SHIRTLESS

Andrew [lie has made a
name for himself with his shirt-
ripping, crowd-pleasing antics
but it hasn't done anything for
the hordes of tennis sponsors.
The Romanian-born Australian
is between clothing contracts
and admitted he'd seen no fi-
nancial benefits from tearing
his clothes to pieces: "No, I wish
I had. 1 hasn't really caught on
if that's what you mean.”

BOYS ROOM BUSINESS

His entertaining style of ten-
nis though has been a big hit.
The say-it-as-it-is Pat Rafter
revealed it was a hot topic In;
the boys room. "I was talking to
a guy on the piss trough today,"
he said. "We were laughing
lau:Fhing at the way he plays
and the way he draws a crowd
in and how entertaining it is.”

Belginm's Kim Clijsters, the
MELBOURNE

It's
AUSTRALIAN 30U .
Jan 17 (AFP): No-

t hody has a better

; record than Moni-

ca Seles in Grand
ume Park,

Slams at Melbo-
but the American
star hasn't got time to dwell on
past glories
Despite an unmatchable 35
wilnns to just one loss since
1991, the 27-year-old four-time
champion said she was onl
looking to the future
‘'l don't have time look
back.” she said after easing into
the third round with an easv 6-

(O

not time to savour 'em'

2, 6-3 victory over Switzerland's
Miroslava Vavrine«

You're here for a Grand
Slamm tourmament,” she said
I'm sure when I come back

here as a retired tennis player
to enjoy the tournament or the
city, I'm sure then I'll look at it
and remember the good memo-
ries without a doubt."”

Despite downplaying Mel-
bourne's significance to her
career, it is clearly the scene of
some of her greatest triumphs

While Seles has won the
French Open three times and
the US Open twice, nothing
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Chief of Army Staff and Kurmitola Golf Club president M
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tops her performmances in Aus-
tralia

‘I have always played well
here through the years,” she
admitted. "]l enjov playing here,
[ really like the court surface.

Despite being a professional
since she was 15, Seles said
there were no thoughts of re-
tirement.

“No, I think the days I stop
really enjoying it, especially the
practice and travelling side —
because that will probably be
the first thing that I will stop
not liking — I'll stop,” she said.

| "But I mean, | have so many
other interests that I want to do
and I'm still so young, so. vou
Know, in some ways I'm looking
forward to that life because it
will definitely Dbe less stressful
than this one
has

SIress plaved a major
lactor in Seles carver since a
crazed lan stabbedl hier in the

back during a changeovi'r at a

tourmament in HHamburg in
1903
She was out for two years

and it changed her life forever.

Reports from Perth during
the Hopman Cup earlier this
year said a still-touchy Seles
was visibly shaken when she
was startled by an over-zealous
fan tapping her on the shoul-
der. e

But the world No. 4 played it =
down on Wednesday. '

‘It was so blown out of pro-
portion,” she said. "A gentleman
asked me for my autograph
behind me. | said I'll sign when
| move away. 4

“Then the next day it was in
all the papers. It was nothing
like it. The gentleman apolo-
gised about 20 times.”

Seles will meet Emilie Loit of

France in the third round.
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