
DHAKA, THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2001 11

The first-ever International 
Conference of Asian Political 
Parties (ICAPP) began in Manila 
yesterday with delegates of 
different political parties of 21 
Asian Countries taking part in it, 
reports UNB.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed 
Chowdhury presided over the 
first session of the conference 
and handed over the chairman-
ship to Jose del Veneceia, former 
Filipino Speaker and the main 
organiser of the conference, as 
he was elected chairman unani-
mously.

Speaker of the National 
Assembly of Cambodia Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh proposed 
the candidature of Jose del 
Veneceia for the chairmanship 
that was seconded by former 
Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Benazir Bhutto, according to a 
message received in the city.

Addressing the first session, 
Speaker Humayun Rasheed 
Chowdhury stressed strength-
ening of cooperation among 
countries of the region for allevi-
ating poverty and eradicating 
illiteracy from Asia, and hoped 
that pragmatic steps would be 
recommended in this regard.

"A message should unequivo-
cally go out of this conference 

that the political parties of Asia 
are determined to proceed 
towards the path of strengthen-
ing democracy and will not give 
any quarter recognition to any 
regime which has been set up in 
violation of the constitution of 
the respective country," he said.

To attain socio-economic 
development, democracy is a 
must and if democratic process 
faces obstacles social, political 
and fundamental rights will 
suffer, the Speaker told the 
session.

Speaker of Cambodia Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, former 
President of South Korea Kim 
Young Sam, former Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan and President of 
Pakistan People's Party Benazir 
Bhutto, former Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea Bill Scate 
and former Prime Minister of 
T h a i l a n d  B u r n h a m  
Shilpacharya also addressed the 
session.

A large number of observers 
from Europe, America and Africa 
and representatives of interna-
tional organisations and NGO's 
are attending the three-day 
conference.

Local Government Minister 
Zillur Rahman and Murshed 
Khan MP are also attending the 

Democracy is a must for
development: Speaker

Confce of Asian political parties begins

Bangladesh International 
Film Festival Committee in 
cooperation with the Informa-
tion Ministry will hold the first 
international film festival of the 
millennium in the country from 
January 25 to February 1 next 
year. 

"Although an international 
film festival is an annual event in 
many countries of the world, 
unfortunately we have not yet 
developed such a trend. Since 
independence only two film 
festivals have been held with 
government initiative," chairper-
son of the festival committee and 
former film actress Kabari 
Sarwar said at a press confer-
ence in the city  yesterday.

A number of cinema artists, 
technicians, business persons 
and others have formed the film 
festival committee with Obaidul 
Quader as its convenor. 

"Some organisations includ-
ing the Short Film Forum had 
occasionally arranged film festi-
vals in limited scales in the past. 
But these festivals have never 
represented the main-stream 
cinema," Kabari said.

In such a context the BIFFC is 
arranging the international film 
festival presenting the main-
stream cinema of different coun-
tries, she added. 

"We hope that each year or 
every alternate year such inter-
national film festivals can be 
arranged in our country. And we 
demand that the Information 
Ministry play a vital role in its' 
arrangement,"  Kabari said.

With a slogan "Film for 
Friendship" the festival seeks 
movies made within the last five 
years and those which have won 
some award in at least one cate-
gory of craftsmanship. 

The committee has started 
corresponding with Embassies/ 
High Commissions of various 
countries in this regard. 

The festival will be categorised 
in six sections, world cinema, 
retrospective, focusing a partic-
ular country, children's film, 
popular movies and Bangladesh 
panorama.

Movies will be screened in 
seven or eight large cinema halls 
of the city including Madhumita, 
Balaka, Ananda, Purnima etc. 
The draft budget for the festival 
is around Tk. ninety lakh.

Film actors Manna, Farooque, 
actress Anwara, Akand Sanwar 
Murshed, member of the festival 
committee and Saiful Islam 
Chowdhury, treasurer  of the 
committee were also present at 
the press conference.

Int'l film festival in Dhaka
from January 25, 2001

By Staff Correspondent

More initiatives needed to hold
similar events, organisers say

Weekly meeting
The regular weekly meeting of 

Rotary Club of Dhaka will be 
held today at 5.00 pm at Hotel 
Sonargaon, says a press release.

M e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  
requested to attend in time.

H  H  H
The regular weekly meeting of 

the Rotary Club of Dhaka New 
City will be held today, at 5.30 
pm at Vintage restaurant at 
Sobhanbagh, says a press 
release.

R o t a r i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  
requested to attend the meeting 
in time.

H  H  H
The Rotary Club of Ramna will 

hold its regular weekly meeting 
today at 5.30 pm at Dhaka Club 
Ltd, says a press release.

Dr Mohammad Ibrahim, 
Professor of Dhaka University, 
will speak on "Human Resources 
Development by focussing on 
dropout adolescence," as guest 
speaker.

By DU Correspondent

A four-day-long film show 
titled 'World Film Manifestation 
Programme' will begin on 
September 25 at Goethe Institut 
in the city.

A total of eight German films 
will be shown. The event was 
organised by the Dhaka 
University Film Society (DUFS) 
and the Goethe Institut.

The films are 'Lisbon Story', 
'Kings of the Road', 'Until The 
End of the World', 'Tokyo-Ga', 
'No More Mr Nice Guy', 'Come-
dian Harmonists', 'The Last 
Honor of Catharina Blum' and 
'It's a Jungle Out There'.

 DUFS film show
from Sept 25

IBA graduation
ceremony Sept 22

The graduation ceremony of 
the 32nd MBA and 4th BBA 
batch of the Institute of 
Business Administration (IBA) 
of Dhaka University will be held 
on September 22, says a press 
release.

Prof AK Azad Chowdhury, 
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka 
University, will be present as 
chief guest and distribute 
certificates among the gradu-
ates.

Waliur Rahman Bhuiyan, 
President of the Foreign 
Investors Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, will be 

Postage stamps
on Sydney 2000

Bangladesh Post Office yes-
terday issued a set of two Com-
memorative Postage Stamps on 
Sydney 2000 valued at Tk 6 and 
Tk 10, reports BSS.

A First Day Cover valued at Tk 
6 was issued and a Special 
Cancellor used on the occasion.

State Minister for Post and 
Telecommunications Abdur 
Rouf Chowdhury formally 
released the stamps at a simple 
ceremony.

The stamps and the First Day 
Cover will be sold simulta-
neously from all head post 
offices including four GPOs.

The commemorative postage 
stamps will subsequently be 
sold from all post offices includ-

Saudi envoy
presents

credentials
The newly appointed Ambas-

sador of Saudi Arabia Abdullah 
Bin Mohammed Al-Obaid Al-
Namla presented his credentials 
to President Shahabuddin 
Ahmed at Bangabhaban yester-
day, reports UNB.

Welcoming the Ambassador, 
President Shahabuddin said 
that Bangladesh and Saudi 
Arabia are bound by shared 
experiences and mutual under-
standing based on common 
religious and cultural affinities.

Both the countries, he said, 
cooperate each other very closely 
on the matters of mutual inter-
est in different regional and 
international organisations.

The President recalled the 
bilateral relations existing 
between  the two countries and 
expressed the hope that such 
relations especially in trade and 
economic sectors will be 
strengthened and consolidated 
in future.

He mentioned the employ-
ment opportunities provided by 
the government of Saudi Arabia 
for Bangladeshi nationals.

The ambassador said that the 
relations between Saudi Arabia 
and Bangladesh are cordial and 
based on common religion. He 
said that there is ample opportu-
nity to widen and diversify the 
existing trade and economic 
relations.

Earlier, the President's Guard 
Regiment gave a guard of honour 
t o  t h e  a m b a s s a d o r  a t  
Bangabhaban. He took salute 
and reviewed the guard.

Foreign Secretary CM Shafi 
Sami, secretary to the President 
Mohammad Ismail Hossain and 
MSP Major General Jalaluddin 
Ahmed were present in the 
credential ceremony.

Seminar on 
Bangla

proverbs at DU
September 27

By DU Correspondent
Nazmul Karim Study Centre 

of Dhaka University will hold a 
seminar on "Rural Intellectuality 
in Bangla Proverbs," at the 
seminar room of Teachers and 
Students Centre (TSC) of the 
university on September 27 at 
3:30 pm.

News

From Page 12
notebook printers has managed 
to leak out contents of different 
textbooks in connivance with 
some unscrupulous NCTB 
employees and printed note-
books ahead of the arrival of 
textbooks.

The printers have published 
those notebooks under fake 
names with no registration and 
office address. They are distrib-
uting these books with the help of 
some book wholesalers at 
Banglabazaar.

Despite excessive price -- a 
notebook costs three times the 
price of a textbook -- students 
and parent are found thronging 
different bookshops in the city for 
the notebooks.

Meanwhile, Pustaka in a faxed 
message to its distributors has 
informed that it would start 
distributing books on January 
21.

"The Pustaka would distribute 
only 14 books out of 60 at the 
secondary level," a source said 
quoting the Pustaka's faxed 
message.

He said the books are of 
Bangla, English and Arithmetic 
for classes six, seven and eight. 
Bengali prose and poetry, Eng-
lish, Algebra and Geometry are 
for class nine.

He also added that Pustaka is 
yet to inform people of the avail-
ability of the rest of the books.

Despite the ban, notebooks 
are sold at different bookstalls in 
the city, sometimes in the very 
presence of police. However, 
neither the law enforcers nor the 
board pays heed to the illegal 
practice.

Textbooks of primary level, 
supposed to be distributed free of 
cost through different schools 
across the country, are found on 
sale at different markets. 
Unscrupulous booksellers sell 
the books at a higher price, 
thanks to their non-availability 
at the schools.

Many schools in the city have 
already started taking classes, 
albeit at a leisurely pace. Some 
reputed schools have appealed to 
students to donate old books to 
their juniors.

Notebooks flood market

Political intimidation in legal garb
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date for the hearing.

Opposing this, the defence 
lawyers said they need adequate 
time to prepare the case after 
going through the split verdict of 
about 800 pages. They also 
argued that the Third Judge 
should take the death reference 
of all the 15 accused in the case 
and that it would require time.

The split verdict was given by 
Justice Ruhul Amin and Justice 
ABM Khairul Huq.

Justice Amin had acquitted 
five out of the 15 accused sen-
tenced to death by trial court for 
murder ing  Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his 
family members on August 
15,1975 at his residence.

Justice Huq had confirmed 
the death sentence of all the 15 
who are former military officers.

Justice Fazlul Karim took up 
the case at 10-30 am yesterday 
and  the hearing ended at 11-35 
am.  He told the state attorneys 
and the defence counsels that 
the Chief Justice had sent copies 
of the split verdict to him for his 
decision. 

" Since they (the two judges) 
have agreed upon 10 death 
reference, I have nothing to 
consider on that aspect. But I 
have to consider the matter of 
five who had been acquitted by 
one judge." he said

Khan Saifur Rahman , coun-
sel for one of the five -- Lt Col 
(rtd) 

Mahiuddin-- said there is also 
the matter of another accused, 

Captain (rtd) Majed. He men-
tioned that the death sentence of 
Majed was upheld by both the 
judges but on different counts-- 
murder and conspiracy to mur-
der.

H i s  a r g u m e n t s  w e r e         
countered by Serajul Huq, Spe-
cial Prosecutor in the case. He 
said the reference for the five had 
been sent to the Third Judge 
under Section 378/429 of the 
Penal Code.

Justice fazlul Karim observed 
that the matter was yet to be 
before the court. All the issues 
would be settled later. 

Serajul Huq then sought 
attention of the court to prepara-
tion of the paper book. He said, 
"We shall try our best to prepare 
the paper book. It would not take 
much time. We are concerned 
and want  expeditious hearing." 
He was backed by Additional 
Attorney General Mahbub-e-
Alam and Deputy Attorney 
G e n e r a l  S h a m s u d d i n  
Chouhdury Manik.

Khan Saifur Rahman and 
Abdur Razzak Khan, another 
defence lawyer, drew the atten-
tion of the court that they were 
yet to get  certified copies of the 
judgement. Saifur said they 
should get the copies now "so 
that there could not be any 
interpolation". 

The judge then said he has 
got copies of the judgement and 
that there is 'no scope for inter-
polation.'

Additional Attorney General 
Mahbub-e-Alam rose to object 

strongly to Saifur's contention. 
But the judge said that he did 
not take it seriously.
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company 47.5 per cent stake-
holder of block 9.

But in its January 4 letter, 
Chevron wrote that Petrobangla 
should not suggest what Texaco 
would do with its share in the 
future. It was Texaco's business 
and, therefore, should be left 
alone.

Accord ing  to  sources ,  
Petrobangla has forwarded this 
letter to the Prime Minister's 
Office for further directives on 
block 9 negotiations. However, 
sources believe that the govern-
ment itself has lost enthusiasm 
in resolving the issue, which was 
even hammered by the US gov-
ernment last year.

"There is hardly any chance of 
further progress in this regard 
now," a Petrobangla source said. 
"It has been decided in Novem-
ber that if Chevron continues to 
twist the matter further, the 
government would shelve the 
matter till the next elections."

Last November, in its bid to 
resolve the block 9 crisis, the 
government sent a draft JVA to 
Chevron for its consideration. 
Sources said that the draft 
outlined the proposed equity 
ratio between Chevron, Texaco, 
Tullow Oil and BAPEX, the four 
companies with which the gov-
ernment is interested to sign the 
PSC.

In late October Chevron told 

Petrobangla that instead of 
holding repeated meetings with 
Tullow to resolve the block 9 
issues, the government should 
send it the draft JVA and the 
initialled PSC documents. Chev-
ron would place these docu-
ments to its executive committee 
for a final decision and the com-
pany would give the final feed-
back afterwards accordingly.

According to the three-page 
JVA, which is also the apple of 
discord between the two domi-
nant companies in the deal, 
Chevron and Tullow Oil, the 
three foreign oil companies get 
30 per cent equity each.

The JVA also designates 
Tullow Oil as the operator of the 
block during seismic survey 
operation. Chevron would take 
over after a gas discovery was 
made (or during the develop-
ment period).

Chevron, which had been 
hammering hard for signing of 
the PSC since December 1997, 
has recently had pressure 
applied from the US government 
level. The PSC for block 9, said to 
be the most prospective in the 
country, was initialled with 
Chevron, Texaco, Tullow and 
BAPEX in March last year. But 
due to repeated disagreement 
between Chevron and Tullow, 
the PSC was not ultimately 
signed.

Order on Death Reference
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forcible confinement of the Chief 
Justice and all his colleagues in 
their lounge for more than an 
hour. They chanted slogans, 
used extremely uncharitable 
language and lay themselves 
down on the ground (with a view 
to preventing the judges from 
walking away) in a trade union 
like manner, which shocked the 
whole nation. The condemna-
tion was instant and widespread 
which created a natural sympa-
thy for the ruling party and the 
government, that the opposition 
lawyers were using the sacred 
premises of the Supreme Court 
for partisan politics. But even 
before the public could recover 
from that shock, they have been 
dealt a bigger shock by the gov-
ernment in the form of so-called 
legal action against the lawyers.

The most astounding thing 
about the government's move is 
that some of its leaders actually 
thought that by making a totally 
unknown lawyer, junior of a 
junior lawyer in the Supreme 
Court, act as the complainant it 
will be saved from being held 
responsible for this action. The 
'logic' put forward to the high 
chair by some over-enthusiastic 

ministers behind this move was 
that since it was not the govern-
ment but a private citizen who 
lodged the case the public will 
not associate the government 
with this act. (We always knew 
that our leaders take us for fools, 
but never thought it was to that 
extent.) The points to note here 
is that the most relevant minis-
ter and the most relevant law 
officer, namely the law minister 
and the attorney general, were 
totally bypassed in carrying out 
this action. The fundamental 
principle, on which the cabinet 
form of government is based, as 
against the presidential form, is 
that it functions as a team. But 
in our case the most important 
team players knew nothing of it. 
In fact most of the cabinet mem-
bers and almost all of the leading 
party figures came to know of it 
with the rest of us mortals. 

What mystifies the public 
even more and indicates the 
vengeful nature of the move is 
the involvement of Morshed 
Khan in the PSA case against the 
lawyers. We single him out in 
our discussion not because he is 
rich and powerful, as the PM 
never tires of repeating (though 
being rich and famous should 

not disinherit anyone from the 
due protection of law) but 
because his example serves to 
illustrate most dramatically and 
graphically the partisan use of 
the law by this government. On 
the day in question he was pres-
ent on the premises of the 
Supreme Court for the hearing 
of his writ petition against a 
previous PSA case. The most 
venerated lawyer of the country, 
Barrister Ishtiaque Ahmed, was 
representing him in the case in a 
particular courtroom. How 
could he be involved in the activ-
ities of a section of lawyers, 
happening some distance away? 
The only link is that Morshed 
Khan belongs to the opposition 
and so do many of the lawyers 
who were doing the mischief.

This writer had termed the 
PSA as "Mini-Martial Law" when 
it was being passed. We opposed 
it then and we do so now. In the 
face of government protest we 
said that the law was a 'black 
law' and that nothing good 
would come of it. We predicted 
that more than using it against 
the criminals it would be used to 
harass those who opposed the 
government. We think we stand 
amply vindicated. Today there is 

a panic in the public mind as 
and when this law would be 
applied against them. Take the 
instance of Morshed Khan's son. 
He was physically assaulted by 
some goondas. Nothing has 
happened against them but 
Faisal is an accused under the 
PSA. Today if one gets acciden-
tally caught in a street melee he 
or she is totally at the mercy of 
the police as to whether a PSA 
case will or will not be lodged 
against him or her. Whatever 
little support there was at the 
initial stage behind this repre-
hensible law none of it exists 
today. If the PM would take the 
trouble to ask her own party 
leaders and workers -- not the 
perpetual 'yes Netri' sayers -- 
she would know how deeply PSA 
is hated and how much popular-
ity and credibility she and her 
party have lost because of it. 

We would like to conclude 
with the question of a reader 
who walked into our office yes-
terday and asked, " If a political 
party can misuse power so arro-
gantly and blatantly just a few 
months before the election, then 
what will happen afterwards if it 
wins it?" The ruling party would 
be well advised not to disdain-

fully brush aside this question 
as being just of one reader and 
that too of an English daily. We 
think that this once glorious and 
still mighty party's leadership 
should seriously consider this 
question. We are certain it is not 
just of one reader.  

In the two most recent appli-
cations of the PSA in the case of 
16 lawyers and Morshed Khan 
the honourable High Court 
virtually stayed its implementa-
tion. If we recall correctly, more 
than 99 per cent of the applica-
tions of the Special Powers Act -- 
SPA -- (the precursor of PSA) 
were later turned down by the 
Higher Courts, then we can 
arguably predict that the PSA 
will most likely meet the same 
fate. So why not do the citizens a 
favour, save the public from 
their present constant anxiety, 
and earn yourself some well 
deserved credit-before the elec-
tions by scrapping the wretched 
PSA. 

If our recent history is any 
guide our words will fall on deaf 
ears and there will, of course, be 
no takers of our suggestion.

Talks on joint PSC
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judges violating seniority.  

The lawyers include BNP MP 
Barrister Nazmul Huda, Conve-
nor of  Sanmil i to Ainj ibi  
Parishad.

Barrister Maudud Ahmed 
appeared for the lawyers and 
Barrister Syed Ishtiaque Ahmed 
appeared for Morshed Khan. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Subroto Neogi represented the 
state.

In his submission at the 
crowded court room, Maudud 
Ahmed said the case against the 
lawyers lacks "ingredients" of 
PSA. "The case is totally arbi-
trary and filed with a mala fide 
intention. The accused are 
distinguished lawyers of the Bar. 
They include the former presi-
dent and the secretary of the 
Supreme Court Bar Association 
and officials of its Executive 
Committee", he added.

There is no guideline in the 
PSA leading to its arbitrary use, 
which ultra vires the Constitu-
tion, he argued.

At this stage, the court asked 
AAG Prabir Neogi to put up his 
arguments. 

He said, "Since there is a 
principle set in the case against 
Morshed Khan and another in 
petition No. 76/2001, I have no 
objection to any order of by the 
court". 

The court then asked Barris-
ter Ishtiaque Ahmed to clarify if 
there is any precedence of such a 
case.

Ishtiaque Ahmed said that on 
the day of occurrence, Morshed 
Khan came to the court with him 

to file a writ against the PSA. "On 
that day, your lordships were 
pleased to issue a rule. He was 
not a party to the lawyers' 
programme. He has been entan-
gled in this case absolutely 
arbitrarily and with a mala fide 
intention".

Earlier, explaining the back-
ground of the sit-in by the law-
yers, Maudud Ahmed said, 
"Some irregularities were seen in 
the recent appointment of two   
judges in the Supreme Court. 
This is a matter of concern        
for    SC lawyers. We have no 
prejudice against the judge who 
are distinguished judges of this 
court. The two judges who were 
superceded in the process are 
also distinguished judges of this 
court".

He argued that the lawyers' 
sit-in was peaceful. But at one 
s t age ,  a  g roup  o f  p ro -
government lawyers with an 
ulterior motive tried to disrupt 
the programme, which led to 
indiscipline for some time. At 
this stage, senior lawyers like  
Syed Ishtiaque Ahmed, Dr 
Kamal Hossain, Dr M. Zahir, M A 
Malek, Rokanuddin Mahmud 
went to the Chief Justice. On 
return, Ishtiaque Ahmed said he 
had discussions with the CJ and 
urged them to go away. The sit-
in was withdrawn and all of 
them left. We were waiting since 
there was a dialogue between 
some senior lawyers and the 
government regarding this 
matter. One week later, we came 
to know on Tuesday evening that 
a pro-government lawyer filed a 
case under the PSA.

PSA case stayed

Congo president
From Page 12

was fatally shot by former dep-
uty defence minister Dieudonne 
Kayembe during a row inside the 
palace with senior generals over 
their prosecution of the war 
against rebels and "foreign 
invaders". 

Later, Minister-Delegate for 
Defence Godefroid Tcham'lesso, 
speaking in Tripoli, also said 
Kabila had been killed and had 
died two hours later in a 
Kinshasa hospital. 

The Zimbabwean govern-
ment, Kabila's main military ally 
in the DRC war, however, indi-
cated that the president had 
died while being flown to Harare 
for emergency medical treat-
ment. 

"It was a last-minute decision 
to fly Kabila to Zimbabwe but 
unfortunately he died on the 
plane," a Zimbabwean govern-
ment official told the state-run 
ZIANA news agency. 

Zimbabwe's Defence Minister 
Moven Mahachi told ZIANA: 
"President Kabila has died. It 
was pure assassination." 

PDB accepts
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has a longevity of 35 years. 
However, it noted that the plant 
would need an overhaul on the 
26th year and that would cost 
around 25 million dollars. But 
the value of the plant would be 
31.4 million dollars even after 
undertaking the overhauling. 

AES had signed a contract 
with the government to provide 
electricity for a levelised 2.79 
cents for the next 22 years.
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Chittagong.

She said after violating rules 
and unleashing terrorism, they 
are now calling hartals for pro-
tecting the interest of an individ-
ual.

The meeting, presided over by 
Sitakunda Awami League presi-
dent Abul Kasem Master, was 
also addressed by Forest and 
Environment Minister Syeda 
Sajeda Chowdhury, Labour and 
Employment Minister M A 
Mannan, Housing Minister 
Engineer Mosharraf Hossain, 
CCC Mayor A B M Mohiuddin 
Chowdhury, AL leaders M A 
Salam and Rafiqul Anwar MP.

A n o t h e r  r e p o r t  f r o m  
Banshkhali adds: Hasina said 
Khaleda Zia was now shedding 
crocodile tears for the freedom 
fighters after joining hands with 
killers, rajakars and autocrats to 
capture power through illegal 
means.

The Prime Minister asked 
Leader of the Opposition in 
Parliament Khaleda Zia if she 
would give the responsibility of 
the Ministry for the Freedom 
Fighters to Matiur Rahman 
Nizami or Golam Azam of 
Jamaat.

She said this while address-
ing another public meeting at 
Banshkhali Ideal High School 
ground in the afternoon.

Hasina said that while in 
power, Khaleda had never 
uttered anything about the 
welfare of the freedom fighters 
but now she was talking all this 
with an ulterior motive.

In a blistering criticism she 
said the husband of the opposi-
tion leader, General Zia, killed 
the freedom fighters to cling to 
power. "General Zia had killed a 
large number of armed forces 
personnel in his bid to perpetu-
ate power."

"It is ridiculous for one to 
speak about the freedom fight-
ers when one is now in move-
ment with the rajakars like 
Matiur Rahman Nizami and 
Golam Azam," she said.

Hasina introduced Sultanul 
Kabir Chowdhury as candidate 
of Awami League for the next 
general election and urged the 
people to vote for boat for contin-
uing the development activities.

She said Banshkhali would 
be upgraded to Pourashava if 
Awami League is voted to power 
for a second term.

Earlier, on her way to the 
public meeting, the Prime Minis-
ter laid the foundation stone of a 
bridge on the river Shankha.

The 521.23-metre bridge will 
be completed in three years at a 
cost of Tk 43.49 crore.

Opposition politicising

Kibria
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A statement presented at the 
meeting showed that the rate of 
classified loans for all banks 
decreased by 12.62 per cent 
during last year. The national-
ised commercial banks (NCBs) 
reduced their classified portfolio 
by 14.45  per cent from 42.69 
per cent  in 1999.  However, it 
increased by 1.83 per cent for 
the private commercial banks 
(PCBs). In 1999, the classified 
loan amount for the PCBs was 
29.65 per cent.

During the year 2000, the 
NCBs and PCBs declassified TK 
2364 crore loans and resched-
uled TK 1829 crore.  The NCBs 
declassified Tk 2162 crore loans 
and rescheduled Tk 1588 crore 
while the PCBs declassified Tk 
202 crore and rescheduled Tk 
240 crore.

But against Tk 2364 crore 
declassification and Tk 1829 
crore rescheduling last year, Tk 
1265 crore and Tk 312 crore 
were realised in cash.

As a result of such declassifi-
cation and rescheduling, the 
banks could transfer Tk 401 
crore from the suspense account 
to income statement which was 
only Tk 215 crore in 1999.
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Mohammadpur Thana, said that 
he did not receive any instruc-
tion from the CID till last night.

On January 8, police claimed 
in the court that leading wit-
nesses in the Jalal murder case, 
i.e. his family members, could 
not be traced. But, during an 
interview with The Daily Star 
Halima Khatun, wife of Jalal, 
said that she and her children 
were told by the Public Prosecu-
tor to 'keep away' until he sum-
moned her. 

Following a Tuesday report on 
Halima's 'disappearance' in The 
Daily Star, one of our correspon-

dents met her in just three hours 
and learnt that the Public Prose-
cutor had asked her to keep 
away from the court.

Meanwhile, the High Court on 
Sunday issued a suo moto rule 
on the government to explain 
why a new Public Prosecutor (PP) 
would not be appointed in accor-
dance to the informant's choice 
in the murder case, discharging 
the present PP Qamrul Islam.

A Division Bench of the court 
comprising Justice Ali Asgar 
Khan and Justice SK Sinha 
issued the rule and directed the 
investigation officer (IO) of the 
case to ensure security of the 
witnesses. 

The court issued the rule 
taking into cognizance a report 
published in The Daily Star on 
January 11.  

The Bench also asked the 
authorities concerned to pro-
duce documents of the case 
before it within 24 hours.

Jalal's family

Hartal likely
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BNP Chairperson and Leader 
of the Opposition in Parliament 
Khaleda Zia will address the rally 
as chief guest and lead the pro-
cession. She is expected to 
announce fresh programmes, 
including a countrywide hartal 
in the last week of this month.

Sadeque Hossain Khoka, City 
BNP President and convenor of 
the All-Party Action Council 
(APAC), will preside over the 
rally.

Acting Chairman of JP 
Roushan Ershad, Jamaat Ameer 
Matiur Rahman Nizami and IOJ 
Chairman Azizul Haq will 
address the rally as special 
guests.

BNP sources said the opposi-
tion is planning to call a country-
wide hartal in the last week of 
this month demanding repeal of 
the 'black' Public Safety Act and 
withdrawal of cases filed under it 
against their leaders and activ-
ists.

Meanwhile, Khaleda Zia 
yesterday held a meeting with 
the secretaries general of BNP, 
JP and Jamaat and representa-
tives of the Central Liaison Com-
mittee at her 29 Minto Road 
official residence.

The meeting discussed     
filing of a case under PSA a   
gainst BNP lawmakers Barrister 
Nazmul Huda, M Morshed Khan 
and 15 other pro-opposition 
lawyers.

Chakoria
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pital and Chakoria Upazila 
Health Complex.

No case was filed in this con-
nection till writing of this report 
at 8:00 pm.

A tense situation was prevail-
ing at Rajapalong area.
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the case," Law Minister Abdul 
Matin Khasru told The Daily Star 
while asked about it last night.

Competent sources in the 
ruling party said that at least two 
influential ministers were con-
sulted by a small group of pro-AL 
lawyers of the Supreme Court 
before filing the case.

Unwilling to be named, the 
angry ruling party leaders 
viewed that the rowdy protest by 
the pro-opposition lawyers at the 
Supreme Court exposed their 
design to make the Chief Justice 
controversial, who is due to head 
the next caretaker government. 

But implicating BNP MP 
Morshed Khan, who was at the 
court on that very day to attend 
hearing of a writ he filed against 
PSA, had exposed the political 
motive behind the case, they 
argued. The leaders also ridi-
culed the charge against Khan 
that he acted as a terrorist.

The AL leaders are of the 

common view that the case has 
tarnished the government's 
image. A law officer of the gov-
ernment also shared the same 
view.

Neither the law minister nor 
the office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, the chief law officer of the 
government, was consulted 
before initiating a fresh case 
against a group of lawyers under 
PSA at a time when the contro-
versial law is being challenged 
before the High Court, it was 
reliably learnt.

Since the case against the 
Supreme Court lawyers was 
lodged by a pro-ruling party 
lawyer, the government cannot 
avoid shouldering its responsi-
bility, the aggrieved AL leaders 
maintained.

Talking to The Daily Star, an 
influential minister wondered 
why he did not come to know 
anything about such a sensa-
tional case prior to its filing.

Case against lawyers

CHITTAGONG, Jan 17: Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugu-
rated a botanical garden and 
eco-park at Sitakunda here with 
the aim to preserve gene pool of 
plants and maintain ecological 
balance, reports UNB.

The botanical garden and 
eco-park, first of its kind in the 
country, has been set up on 
1,996 acres of land with a pan-
oramic view on the foot of 
Chandranath Hills, 35-km off 
the port city.

The first phase of the project 
cost Tk 3.57 crore while the 
revised project cost has been 
fixed at Tk 9.98 crore. The five-
year project is expected to be 
completed by fiscal 2003-2004.

Main objective of the project 
is development and preservation 
of genetic pool of different variet-
ies of plants, gardening and 
management of different variet-
ies of bamboo, cane and herbal 
plants and collection and pres-
ervation of valuable plants and 
bio-diversity.

The project will also create 
scope for eco-tourism, provide 
physical infrastructure for 
tourists and opportunity for 
education and research by 
students and researchers.

"This eco-park will not only 
preserve biodiversity and differ-

ent species of wildlife, but also 
make arrangements for eco-
friendly tourism," the Prime 
Minister said.

She urged the scientists to 
work for preserving and nurtur-
ing the wildlife in the hills of 
Chittagong by creating a gene 
pool.

She said the government has 
been implementing massive 
programmes for the develop-
ment of environment and pres-
ervation of forest resources in 
the country and for facilitating 
researches in this field.

"We are also encouraging tree 
plantation and afforestation," 
she said adding the government 
has taken a 20-year action plan 
for afforestation.

The Prime Minister planted 
saplings of Palash and Neem 
tree in the eco-park.

Chaired by Environment and 
Forest Minister Syeda Sajeda 
Chowdhury, the function was 
also addressed by Labour and 
Employment Minister M A 
Mannan, Civil Aviation and 
Tourism Minister Engineer 
Mosharraf Hossain, CHT Affairs 
Minister Kalpa Ranjan Chakma 
and Chittagong City Mayor A B 
M Mohiuddin Chowdhury.

PM opens eco-park
at Sitakunda

Census
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Sources concerned said the 
BBS has failed to create ade-
quate awareness among the 
masses.

"The Taka 50 crore census 
project might not yield desired 
results due to inadequate public 
awareness about it," one source 
noted.

The BBS gets at least 10 years 
to take preparations for a popu-
lation census but started stick-
ing of posters in the capital and 
elsewhere only two days ago, the 
source said. "It has printed six 
lakh posters, two lakh bro-
chures and prepared four thou-
sand banners, which are not 
enough for use in the 64 districts 
of the country."

When contacted, a top official 
of the BBS however said they 
would be able to create adequate 
public awareness about the 
census before it begins. BBS has 
already arranged Radio and TV 
spots and advertisements in 
national dailies. 

"The objectives of 4th census 
are to create local and national 
level benchmark database in a 
computerised system to help 
formulate macro and micro 
plans and prepare development 
programmes," he said.

About three lakh people 
would be engaged in conducting 
the census. There would be 
2,50,000 enumerators, 45,000 
supervisors, 2,017 zonal offi-
cers, 460 upazila/ thana census 
coordinators, 113 district cen-
sus coordinators, 35 regional 
census coordinators, eight 
divisional census coordinators 
and a census commissioner, 
said another official. 

The questionnaire of the 
census focuses on "housing and 
household characteristics and 
individual characteristics." 
There are 28 questions. 

A post-enumeration check 
will be conducted two weeks 
after the census.

The first population census 
was held in 1974, the second in 
1981 and the third in 1991.
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10:20 am for the quorum.

All the three MPs, whose star-
marked questions were selected 
for the day, were not there in the 
House. Two of the three minis-
ters who were supposed to 
answer them were also absent. 
As a result, the absentees were 
substituted by their colleagues.

Industries Minister Tofail 
Ahmed replied to the questions 
for Civil Aviation and Public 
Works Minister Mosharraf 
Hossain while lawmakers Atiur 
Rahman, Jalaluddin Talukdar 
and Abdul Latif Siddiqi raised 

the queries on behalf of Haji 
Mohammad Selim, Joynal 
Abedin Hajari and Mostafizur 
Rahman Fizu respectively.

The Chair postponed all the 
three urgent notices on issues of 
public importance following 
requests from three ministers 
concerned, with two of them 
being absent. Two out of the 
three MPs who submitted the 
notices also did not turn up.

In an apparent bid to make up 
the mandatory one-hour ques-
tion-answer time, the Chair in a 
rare practice allowed 35 law-
makers to make supplementary 

queries on three basic questions. 
As soon as the question hour 

was over, the half-empty (due to 
boycott of the opposition parties) 
House started witnessing grad-
ual departure of the lawmakers 
belonging to ruling Awami 
League and the pro-government 
Jatiya Party.

The House lacked quorum at 
about 11:20 am and the dearth 
continued until it was adjourned 
at 1.10 pm, with the members 
quitting gradually. At the time of 
adjournment, there were only 39 
members including two minis-
ters, a state minister and 16 MPs 
from the women's quota.
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But due to infrastructural 

weakness, DESA can supply 
around 500 MW on an average. 

The city dwellers suffer much 
during the summer due to fre-
quent power disruptions and low 
voltage as DESA's infrastructure 
cannot cope with the extra 
demand for power this season. 

DESA officials say that instal-
lation of  '2000 capacitor banks' 
is needed to overcome the prob-
lem of low voltage in the capital 
and DESA plans to install 1888 
by March 15. It has already 
installed 538 and the work is 
going on. 

A top official of DESA however 
admitted that they would not be 
able to fully meet the demand for 
power in the city this year. " But 
DESA can assure that this year 
the city dwellers suffering due to 

power disruption and low voltage 
will be within acceptable level," 
he said

Besides, DESA officials said 
installation of three 132 KV 
transmission lines are likely to 
be completed by mid -March this 
year, improving the power sup-
ply situation.

Initially, the government had 
planned to complete the project 
by March last year but due 
"DESA's luggishness," it has 
been delayed, one source 
pointed out.

The transmission lines  -- 
Siddhirganj-Maniknagar, Ulon-
Moghbazar and Tongi-Ulon-
Bashundhara  would make 
transmission of power from the 
National Grid much easier for 
DESA. 

JS business hit hard

100MW power shortage
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M a h b u b u d d i n  A h m e d ,  

Nazmul Huda MP, Abdur Rab 
Chowdhury, Zainal Abedin, 
Mahbubuddin Khokon and BNP 
chief's Advisor M Morshed Khan 
MP clearly proved that the 'black 
act was introduced by the fascist 
Awami League government 
solely to suppress and oppress 
its opponents in a barbaric way," 
the statement said.

The MPs alleged that the AL 
government kept the ruling 
party men involved in terrorism, 
robbery, toll extortion, forcible 
occupation of property, tender 
snatching and killings since the 
enactment  of the black law and  
is blatantly abusing it against  
opposition leaders and activists.

They recalled that such 'one 
sided application and abuse' of 
any black law had also taken 

place during the AL rule immedi-
ately after the independence.

The AL government, sensing 
its imminent fall, has intensified 
its repression on the opposition, 
they said and warned of dreadful 
consequence if it does not stop 
this, withdraw the false case and 
repeal the PSA immediately.

The signatories to he state-
ment  inc lude  Pro f  AQM 
badrudozza Chowdhury, M 
Saifur Rahman, Abdul Mannan 
Bhuiyan, Khandaker Delwar 
Hossain, Oli Ahmed, Shaikh 
Razzak Ali, Col (Retd) Akbar 
Hossain, Kurshid Jahan Haq, 
MK Anwar,  Major (Retd) 
Hafizuddin Ahmed, Sadeq 
Hossain Khoka, Barrister 
Aminul Haq, Amanullah Aman, 
Shamsuzzaman Dudu, Ehsanul 
Haq Milon and  Manjurul Ahsan 
Munshi.

PSA case "naked tyranny"

JCD body
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JCD leader of DU yesterday. 
"We will no longer oppose the 

new leadership when we see 
ourselves represented in the 
central body," said another rebel 
leader.

W h e n  c o n t a c t e d ,  
Shahabuddin Laltu said last 
night that the full-fledged cen-
tral committee would be 
announced before Tuesday's 
discussion meeting marking the 
founding anniversary of JCD. 

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia 
is expected to be the chief guest 
at the meeting scheduled to be 
held at the Engineering Insti-
tute.         

Nikunja murder
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Kahar said he recovered an 
old knife used to kill the victim 
and visited the place of occur-
rence.

He further told the court that 
he recorded statements of 28 
witnesses and submitted the 
chargesheet to the CMM's Court, 
Dhaka on February 22, last 
year.

Nikunja Bihari Debnath, 55, 
Joint Secretary of the Ministry of 
Local Government and Rural 
Development, was stabbed to 
death by a gang of muggers near 
Swadhinata Sangram sculpture 
on the Dhaka University cam-
pus on January 11 last year.

Two dacoities
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immediately announced the 
presence of dacoits over micro-
phone.

In the meantime, the dacoits 
left the spot with six tolas of gold 
ornaments in presence of a 
patrol police team, local people 
alleged.

The injured were sent to the 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

In another incident, six 
dacoits entered the residence of 
businessman Mobarak Hossain 
at Lake Circus Road in 
Kalabagan area. The dacoits 
entered the house by cutting the 
grill at about 3 am yesterday.

The gang looted Tk 1.20 lakh 
in cash and more than 20 tolas 
of gold ornaments worth about 
Tk 2:70 lakh.
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