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WASHINGTON, Jan I7:
Soine of the biggest names in
cyberspace - IB , Cisco, Micro-
soft, and Oracle - are teaming
up with the US govermunent to
create a private - public drag-
net to catch hackers before they
cause costhy damage 10 Internet
sites, reports AP.

Ihe not-lor-profit - partner-
shll). announced Tuesday and
including 19 top high-tech
firms, will coordinate to share
information among each other
and with the government and

nd to computer threats.

lled the Information
Sharing and Analysis Center for
Information chhnolug}, or IT-
ISAC, the orce top
cmnpames that are usually
fiercelv competitive to work
together,

“This Initiative s done re-
gardless of party or corporate

logo,” Howard Schmidt, chiel
security  officer at  Microsoft
Corp., sald at the Kickoll event.
With constant reports ol se-
curity breaches where credit
card numbers and computer
software source codes are slo-
len by thieves, extortionists or
just bored teenagers, the ex-
ccutives said they were forced
to take a more active role. They
will also share information with
government computer cops
"We are sending a strong
signal to would-be attackers
that we are not going to let you
t away with cyberterrorism,”
said Commerce Secretary Nor-
man Mineta, who will be trans-
portation secretary in the Bush
administration. “We  stand
united.”
Mineta said that as a former
executive al Lockheed-Martin,
he knows Low protective a

company can be about {ts in-
formation.

“The last thing that a corpo-
rate executive wants to do Is
share information about his
own company with the compe-
titton." he sald. calling the
founding companies “coura-
geous” for doing so.

To work together, the com-
panies said they may eventually
need some antitrust exemptions
and would benefit from a bill fn
Congress that would exempt
any data they shared with the
government from freedom-of-
information requests,

The excontives said they had
seen computer attacks increase
threefold  since  the  FPebrnary
2000 incidents that choked top
Web companlies like the Yahoo!
search engine and auction
leader eBay.

If such a thing happened to-

Top US computer cos team up ||
with govt to bust hacking

day. they said, the companies

could react more quickly.
“They'd work together to see

where they could best stem the

attacks.” said Allan Schoen-
berg. spokesman for Internet
Security Systems in  Atlanta,

which will provide a public Web
site and analysis for the group.

But most of the work will be
done before an attack occurs,
the executives sald, likening the
group to a “virtual research
university with an emergency
room attached to it~

The IT-ISAC group will join
the two other computer re-
sponse teams funded with tax-
payer money, both founded in
the late 1980s. The Computer
Incident Advisory Capabllity,
run by the Energy Department,
and CERT. run by Carnegie
Mellon University and funded
by the government.
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FBCCI President Yussuf Abdullah Haroon presents a crest of
Bangladesh Hardware and Machinery Merchants Association
(BHMMA) to Shawkat Ali Khan, the newly-elected President

at the installation
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Photograph shows heads of Creative Group and Azmat Group at the crest-awarding ceremony
hv Mercantile Bank Limited with its managing director, deputy managing director and other

officials.

— Mercantile Bank photo

Lankan rupee stays blind to
bright deficit forecasts

COLOMBO, Jan 17: A
slightly brighter set of deticit
forecasts by Sri Lanka's central
bauk is unlikely to put much
huovancy mto a rupee strug-
dling- 1o keep- its  head -above
wafer, dealers said todav. re-
ports Reulers,

The central bank said on
Tuesday sustained export
growth and higher foreign direct
investment would help the
country bridge its trade and
balance of pavments deficits
this year.

But dealers said pressure
remained on the rupee amid
fresh signals by the bank that
dollar reserves were precious,
after the bank last Friday eflec-
tively devalued the rupee by two
per cent.

The bank said the move was
to give the market more leeway
after the rupee hit the bottom of
its stipulated trading band
against the US unit in the pre-
vious day's session

Aflter a market holiday on
Monday to mark the Hindu Thai
Pongal festival. the bank left the
trading band unchanged on
Tuesday.

Dealers said that mav have
been a signal froan the bank

that it did not want continuous
devaluations of the rupee, but
on Tuesday the rupee clung to
the bottom of the trading band
with few sellers willing to part
with their dollar holdings.

“The rationale spelt out for
the latest movements on the
band reflects that the bank is
unhappy to sell dollars from
their counter,” said one dealer
who declined to be identified.

“It could make the market
push for a further downward
adjustment on the rupee.,” he
said

The central bank has effec-
tively devalued the rupee in the
past by changing the band’s
width as the country struggled
with a worsening balance of
pavinents situation

A jump in the country's pe-
troleum import bill and in-
creased military spending amid
an upsurge in the war against
separatist %uerillas from the
minority amil comununity
chopped away 16 per cent of
the rupee’s value last year.

It closed at a record low of
85 to the dollar on Tuesday.

The country's total foreign
exchange reserves at end-
Ociober were S2.3 bhillion. down

nearly 14 per cent from the end
of 1999.

Although the rupee’'s weak-
ness gave a boost to exports,
estimated to have climbed 20.6
per cent last year, most export-
ers have held onto their dollar

earnings.

Tuesday's central bank
statement forecast oxports to
rise by 10 per cent this year,

witl) uupuh increasing ouly a
marginal three per cenl

It said the trade deficit
would narrow to S1.5 billion,
from a revised estimate of S1.8
billion for 2000.

The bank also said a more
than doubling of foreign direct
investment to a forecast 5474
million from S$S202 million last
yvear would help improve the
country’'s balance of pavments
situation.

It forecast the balance of
payments deficit to fall to S228
million in 2001 from S516 mil-
lion last year and $263 million
in the previous vear

It also said the improved
external pavinents  situation
would help ease interest rates
that have been pressured ap
about seven percentage points
over the past vean
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Mercantile Bank
awards 1ts top
client exporters

Mercantile Bank Limited has
handled foreign exchange busi-
ness worth over Tk 1.614 crore
during the year 2000, says a
press release.

On January 15. 2001, the
bank honoured Creative Group
and Azmat Group by presenting
crests for their highest export
performance through the
bank's main branch,

The crests were handed over
by M Taheruddin, Managing
Director of the bank.

S M Nurul Alam Chowd-
hury, Deputy Managing Direc-
tnr A K M Shahidul Haque,

Company Secretary, Nabi-Us-

Saleem. Branch In-charge, and
other executives and officers of
thie branch along with some
valned clhients also present on
the occasion

DHL boosts 1ts
investments
In Japan

DHL Worldwide Express has
stepped up its Japan invest-
ments to bring greater benefits
1O customers, says press re-
lease.

fhe company has opened
lwo service centres in busy
business areas of Japan where
demand for fast, secure inter-
national air express services is
high.

Strategically located in the
busy business areas of the city
of Hiroshima (West Japan) and
the city of Tsukuba, Ibaraki
Prefecture (northeast of Tokvo),
the two service centres greatly
enhance service coverage for
the neighbouring areas where
production of high-tech, auto-

mobiles, electrical appliances
and precision machinery is
concentrated.

Customers are able to enjoy
faster. customised express lo-
gistics  solutions. Shipments
collected before pick-up cut-off
times will be uplifted on planes
departing on the same day.
thereby improves transit times
by up to one day. Shipments
for London and New York, for
instance, will be delivered on
the next business day. Ship-
ments destined for key Asian
destinations  such as Hong

Kong Taipei. Seoul and Singa-
pore waounld be  delivered the
Hest morning on the back ol
DL s Asian Air  Network
whic hh connects 15 major Asian
Crhes

I he new service centres also
lecature the unigque “drive-in”
svstem whereby loaded vehicles
drive directly into the service
centre. from there shipments
are processed inmediately

without delay,

SEOUL, Jan 17: Most work-
ers at troubled Daewoo Motor
Cos main assembly plant re-
turned to work after a briel
strike Wednesday to protesl
managements layoff plans
labour union leaders said, re-
ports AP

“Apparently, they were afraid
that they will be subject to lay-
offs if they joined the strike. The
union leadership is very disap-
pointed,” said Chol Jong-hak, a
union spokesman

Most of the 6,500 workers at
Daewoo's main plant in Bu-
pvong, 30 kilometers (18 miles)
west of Seoul, walked off their
jobs at noon, but returned to
work in a couple of hours, Choi
said.

Operation at other Daewoo
Motor assembly lines remained
normal.

Company officials had vowed
to punish strikers.

“Layoffs as part of restruc-
turing is a matter both sides
should discuss, not an excuse
to strike. We will sternly deal
with {t," said Lee Chang-won, a
spokesman for Daewoo Motor

Lee said the two-hour stop-
page at the Bupyong plant
caused a production loss of 100
passenger cars worth 1 billion
won (dirs 833,000)

Also on Wednesday, some
800 Daewoo Motor workers and
supporters held a two-hour
rally near the main government
complex in downtown Seoul.

‘Stop layofis! Protect our
livelihood!” the protesters
chanted pumping clenched

fists into the sky. They wore red
headbands and black vests with
similar slogans printed on
themn

Helmeted and holding plastic
shields, thousands of riot police
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Daewoo Motor workers
strike to protest
layoftts

stood guard. Workers threw
chunks of ice at the police, then
dispersed voluntarily without a
serious clash.

AP launches four
new pickles

The prospect of the agro-
processing industry is bright in
the country, Industries Secre-
tary Al Amin (Imwdhur} ex-
pressed the view while speaking
as chief guest at the launching
of four new pickles of AP
(Dhaka) Ltd at Dhaka Club in
the city Monday.

The pickles are of mango.
garlic, green chilli and olive,
says a press release of the com-
pany.

The function was presided
over by Managing Director of AP
and former Minister AFM Fak-
lirul Islam Munshi

Editor of The Financial Ex-
press Moazzem Hossain, Pro-
ducer of BTV Shahida Arabi,
Director (Operation) of AP Md
Rafiqul Islam and noted singer
Ruxy Ahmed spoke on the oc-
casion.

The Industries secretary said
the quality of food items being
produced in the country should
be improved.

The neighbouring countries
are advancing faster than
Bangladesh in this connection
We should be prepared as a
competitor, he observed. Deli-
cious food items are the symbol
of sound health, Chowdhury
noted.

Moazzem Hossain said AP is
a well-known industrial unit in
Bangladesh. The four new and
improved pickles are great in
taste and satisfaction he
;1(1{!: cl.
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Exchange Rates

American Express Bank Ltd foregn éxchange rates (indicaiive) against taka 10 |
clients

Currency Seling TT| Selfling | Buying TT| BuyingOD| Buying OD
& 0D BC Clean | SightExporf  Transler
Bill
US Dollar 542500 | 542800 | 538150 53.6970 53,6250
Pound Stg 801110 | 801553 | 788874 787144 78 6089
Deutsche Mark 265338 | 265464 | 254818 254259 253918
Swiss Franc 334011 | 334195 | 327103 32 6386 325948
Japanese Yen 0 4646 04649 | 04566 0 4556 04550
Dutch Guilder 235492 | 235622 | 226155 22 5659 22 5357
Danish Krona 68854 6.8892 6.7406 6.7258 6.7168
Australian $ 305970 | 306139 | 292485 29 1843 29,1452
Belgian Franc 1.2865 1.2872 1.2355 1.2327 1.2311
Canadian $ 363728 | 363929 | 353465 35.2690 352217
French Franc 79114 79158 7 5878 7.5811 75709
Hong Kong $ 6.9692 6.9730 6.8859 6.8708 6.8615
italian Lira 00268 | 00268 0.0257 0.0257 0.025%
Singapore $ 316844 | 317019 | 306953 306280 30.5869
Euro 51.8956 | 519242 | 498381 497288 49 6621
Saudi Rial 146031 | 146114 | 143006 142701 142509
Bill buying rates
TT Doc | 30 Days 60 Days 90 Days | 120 Days | 180 Days
53.7512 | 53.3665 529181 524696 | 520212 51.1243
US dollar London Inter Bank Offered Rate (LIBOR)
Buying($) Selling($) | Currency| 1 Month | 3 Months 6 Months| 9 Months| 12
@ 42 Months
53 6250 54 2500 USD 590125 | 573875 SS8875 | 550875 | 548375
78 6089 801110 GBP 600000 | 567438 S.76000 | 569724 | 566719
| Cash/TC CashTC | EURO | 481750 | 478875 | 469750 | 461938 | 458438
Exchange rates of some Asian currencies against US dollars
Indian Rupee | Pak ThaiBaht | Malaysian Indonesian | Korean Won
f Rupee Ringgit Rupiah
46425/46432 | 55.17/5527) 4301/4307 | 3798508005 | 9420/9455 | 1276/1280

Market Commentary as of January 17, 2001

As the supply of dollar was low, the liquidity in the inter-bank market decreased
Wednesday, keeping the inter-bank USD/BDT market very active. The USD/BOT rates
ranged between of 54.11 and 54.17. The average call rales remained steady at 6-6.5%
per cent

Yen rose lo one-week highs against dollar Wednesday as market players fook
profit from the currency's big recent slide ahead of a confirmation hearing for incoming
US Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill. Concem that O'Neill could tone down or even
abandon Washington's longstanding strong doliar policy was said by traders to have
helped yen rebound two per cent from recent 1-1/2 year lows it had hit against dollar
on concems over Japan's economy

Swiss France opened steady against dollar and easier against the euro, shrugging
off comments by Swiss National Bank Vice-Chaiman Bruno Gehrig that the SNB's
current interest rale target band was proper and advising a wat-and-see atlitude on
Switzerland's joining the European Union

Sterling was soft across the board on Wednesday, holding near the three-week
lows it had set against dollar amid speculation that British interest rates could soon be
lowered

Al around 08:33 GMT, the exchange rates of major currencies against USD were

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Local Government Engineering Department

Office of the Executive Engineer
District-Sylhet

Mcemo No LGED/EE/SYLHET/15-266/2000-2001/84

Tender Notice

No 44/2000-2001

Dated: 07-01-2001

Sealed tenders are hereby invited for execution of the following schemes under RDP-3, Project in LGED Sylhet from
the valid enlisted contractors/construction firms of LGED Special, LGED 'A’ Class & RDP-3 prequalified licence hoiders
in Bangladesh Form No. 2911 along with additional terms and conditions attached with this tender notice and tender
schedule for the work. Tender schedule could be purchased from the offices of the Divisional Commissioner, Sylhet PD
ROP-3 LGED Dhaka. Executive Engineer, LGED, District Moulvibazar, Habiganj/Sunamganj and the office of the
undersigned up to 31" January, 2001 during office hours. Tender will be received up to 1-30 pm on 1" February, 2001 in
the specified tender boxes ofthe abovementioned offices and the boxes will be opened at 2-00 pm the same day in
presence of the tenderers or their authorized representatives (if any). Details terms & conditions and schedule can be

seen in the office of the undersigned if necessary
(Group No Name of the scheme Estimated cost Price of tender Completion
(Tk) document date

28 2000-2001  Improvement of RHD-Hydanbazar 21,95,000/= 750/= 90 days
Road (Ch. 750m-1750m)

29'2000-2001  Improvement of RHD-Hydaribazar 15,80,000/= 750/= 90 days
Hoad (Ch. 1750m-2470m)

30/2000-2001  Improvement of RHD-Paruabazar 21,95,000/= 750/= 90 days
Road (Ch 0.00m-1000m)

31/2000-2001  Improvement of RHD-Paruabazar 17.12,000/= 750/= 90 days
Road (Ch 1000m-1780m)

32/2000-2001  Improvement of Kanighat-Suraighat 17,25,000/= 730/= 90 days
Road (Ch 0.00m-1250m)

33/2000-2001  Improvement of Horipur- 17,75,000/= 750/= 90 days
Shaheberbazar- Salutikar Road (Ch
5900m-6650m)

34/2000-2001  Improvement of Horipur- 17,75,000/= 750/= 90 days
Shaheberbazar-Salutikar Road (Ch
6650m-7400m)

DFP-894-11/1 Executive Engineer

G-134 LGED, Sylhet

GBP/USD 1.4715/1.4723, USD/CHF 1.6361/16366, USD JPY 11739/117.44
EUR/USD 0.9408/0.9410
Shipping Intelligence
Chittagong port
Berth position and performance of vessels as on 17.01.2001
Berth Name ol vesscls Cargo L. Porl Local Dale of Lea-
No call agent  arrival ving
J/ 1 Southern Queen  Gl(Copra) Sing  Acka 28/11 :
L/2 Ban Ann (Liner) Gl Sing Prog 16/01 26/ 1
J/3 Ravidas(E /L) E/L Mong  SSLI 14/ 1 18/1
J/4 Ava Rice(P Yang MTA 3/1 19/1
J/5 Banglar Mookh Wheat(P}] Mong MSA 14/12 21/01
/6 Oriental Queen C.Clink Pllok RML 31/12 16/ 1
J/7 Pavonis Wheat(P} Mumb SMSL 28/12 22
J/8B Tia Estela UrealBcic) Basu PANA CCNL 18/1
J/9 Pangant Urea (Bag) Sing PSAL 6/1 20/1
J/10 Jon Jin C.Clink Indo NWSL 4/1 17/01]
J/11 Banglar Monl Cont Sing BS( 16/ ] 19/1
J/12 Osg Alpha Conlt Sing RSL 13/1 2171
J/13 Kola Cahava Cont Sing PUIBD) 9/1 19/1
CCT/1 Banglar Robl Cont Sing B 1271 20/}
CCT/2 Qc Teal Cont Mong QCSL 15/1 18/1
CCT/3 Kota Naga Cont Sing PU(BD 12/1 20/1
RM/15 Alam Tabah : ~ 21/1
CCJ Aglos Panourios C.Clink - Seacom 14/1 21/1
TSP Crystal Ace R _Phos Sing Tolal 30/12 23/ 1
RM/3 Andhika Adiparwa CPO Sing Sealift 15/1 17/1
RM/6 Hadra HSD Juba ECSL 12/1 19/1
DOJ Banglar Shurabh C Oil BS( R/A 17/1
DDJ/1 Seabulk Command K.Dia IBS R/A -
CUFLJ Marv Nour Cement. _Lang Bl - 7/1 21/1
\Y E‘th‘l‘w due at outer anchorage
Name of vessels Date of L.Port Local Cargo Loading
Arriv call  agent ____portl
Banga LankalConi )4/ 1 |7 | Baridhl Cont Col
Stttwe 177 Everell H.R.Coll -
Trinmph Chittagong (72)2/1 17/1 Yang RML GIliSt.Coll)
Arabella (Cont 8 7| 17/1 QCSL Cont Sing
Belugn 16/1 Yeman OTBL
Marigold- ) 16/ ] Sura OTBL -
Thios Mitsos 17/1 Kaoh OTBL Demolition
Spring Ocean 18/1 Everett Hr Colls
Noumea Express 18/1 Sing Acka GlCopra)
Topaz (liner) 17/1 Prog Glmalize) -
Banga Birol (Cont}8/ ] 19/ 1 Bdship Cont Sing
Tiger River(Cont)8/ | 19/1 - Bdship Cont Sing
Feng Kang Shan(Linter 19/1 Pr Bdship Gl .
Kota Singa 19/ ] Sing Pi(BD) Cont Sing
Kuo HstungiCont 20/ 1 Prog - -
Scntosa 221/ 1 SBS Cont Sing
Kran) (72)/8/1 22/ 1 Prog Proj. Mat -
Al Muztuba 16/1 Pipa Cla S. Ash+Gl)
Andhika Adikarya (62)16/1 22/ Kaoh ASA GitSt.C)
Acturia (Cont) 16/ 1 23/ 1 : QCSL Cont sing
Qc Pintall (Cont)/8/ 1 2271 QCSI Cont -
Boxer Capt Cook 23/1 Bdship Cont Sing
Bangla Bljoy 23/ 1 Bdship Conl Sing
JaamliCont) 14/ 1] 24/ 1 Cross Cont Sing
Xpress Resolve (cont) 15/ 1 24/ 1 RSL Conl Sing
Da Fa (cont) 15/1 2511 RSI Cont sing
Xpress Nuptse(Cont) 16/ 1 25/ 1 RSL Cont Sing
Banga Bonlk (Cont) 16/ 1 25/ 1 . Bdship Cont Sing
Banglar Shikha (cont) 15/1 26/1 Sing BSC Conl Sing
Tankerdoeis & i Lo
Olympic Pride 21/1 ECSL LBO
Name of vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
call agent arrival
Vessels at Kutubdia
Encrgy Explorer-IV BBAL 2/4
Ismaya BBAL 17/8
Dea Conquerror Araleen R/AIS1/12)
Dea Caplain Sing Arafeen 2/1
Greek Fighter C Ol Rast Unique 11/1
Banglar Jyoti C.O1l - BSC R/AILIB/ 1)
Leberty Sea Wheat(G) Sing Lams 12/1
Prometheus Wheat(G) - Lams 15/1
Vessels at outer anchorage
Ready on:
Kota Br:rja_\.*m:}m!_ Cont Sing PBD) 1371
Orient Independence (cont) Cont P. kel Bdship 14/1
Jurong Balsam (count) Cont Sing Nol 141
San Pablo (Roro/24) Vehi P kel JF 15/1
Jaya Mars(Cont) GilS Ash) Pipa Cla 16/1
Al Muztuba Gl (S1.¢) Sing Everett 1771
Timber Star(72) Gl (51.C) Sing Everett 1771
Tenka R.Seed Sing Rainbow 1271
Vessels not ready
St. Criox GliPeas) Sing Litmond 11/1
Eltanin WhealiP) Momb SMS5L 1171
Enos GI(Y M) Yang SMSL 11
Jasmine Wheat(P) ~Momb SMSL 1571
Vessels not Entering
Sea Chartot Lt oo W T RIS e Tinli Litmond 1071
Gur Malden TSPP) Varna BSL 141
Korean Trader Scraping Sign JF 15/1
Jupiter- | Scaraping Mong OTBL 15/12
Ciclo DI Salerno Scraping Sing UMTL 2/1
Panayasakhon Scraping Yang OTBL 4/1
Vasiliki-L Scraping Kaoh OTBL 16/1
Accord Cement Sing Viking S/4
Revenge - Sunshine R/AI9/10)
Xing Ye RicelG) MHCSL R/AI120/6)
Karya Sentosa Rice(G) Ea USTC R/AI18/9)

The above are shipﬁng pmﬁlun and performance of vessels of Chittagong
Port as per berthing sheel of CPA supplied by HRC Group, Dhaka.




