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U-19 Cricket
Championship

Sports Reporter

The final round of the 20th
National Youth Cricket Cham-

plonship (under-19) will be held
in Thakurgaon from January
29,

Twelve teams, split into four
rounds for the robin league
yhase, will participate In the

nal round.
winners of each group will

play in the semifinals, sched-
uled to be held on February 6
and 7. The final will commence
on February 9.

GROUPINGS

Group A: Rajshahi, Jessore
and Habigan].

Group B: Rajbari, Pirozpur
and Comilla.

Group C: Sylhet, Tangail and
BKSP.

Group D: Chittagong, Nil-
phamari and Kushtia.

Junior hockey

Shantinagar Club and Can-
tonian SC won their respective
matches in the Green Delta
Metropolis  Junior  Division
Hockey League at the Maulana
Bhasani National Stadium yes-
terday, reports UNB.

In the day's first maltch,
Shantinagar beat Combined 5C
2-0 with Shaheen and Likhan
scoring in the 40" and 55 mi-
nute.

Cantonian earned a solitan
%oa] victory over East End Club.

hanchal scored the winning
goal in the 32" minute.

Aussie series

India to play
without Anil

NEW DELHI. Jan 16: India’s
leading spinner Anil Kumble
will miss the upcoming home
series against Australia to un-
dergo surgery on a painful right
shoulder. it was announced on
Tuesdayv. reports AFP.

Kumble, who has been out
of international cricket since
November, will be operated
upon by noted South African
orthopaedic surgeon Mark Fer-
gusson in Johannesburg on
Wednesday.

Jayawant Lele, secretary of
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI). said Kumble
would be out of action for four
months

"We will not be available for
the Australian series and the
Sharjah tournament after that,”
Lele said.

The absence of Kumble, In-
dia's most successful spinner
with 276 wickets, would be a
major blow for the hosts
against the world's top Test-
plaving nation.

Australia are scheduled to
playv three Tests and a limited-
overs serles during the seven-
week tour starting on February
14

After the tour. India will
meet Pakistan and Sri Lanka in
the Sharjah tri-series from April
8-20.

Adams spurs

From page 13

player has his own standards
when they arrive in the Test
team.

“There should be standards
we set for ourselves before we
find out what the team stan-
dards are about.

"On a whole our cricket in
the Caribbean is failing a little
bit in that we accept standards.
individual standards. that are
too low.”

Lara has threatened to post
a century several times this
summer, but only twice has he
gone on with it - against Aus-
tralia A in Hobart and Australia
in the third Test at the Adelaide
Oval.

In the Test, the 31-year-old
left-hander made a superb 182,
but he slipped back into a form
slump for the remaining two
Tests and has carried that lack
of touch into the one-day se-
ries.

At the weekend. he showed
flashes of his special ability as
he got starts in both games.

WEST INDIES: Wavell
Hinds.  Sherwin  Campbell
Brian Lara. Marlon Samuels.
Jimmy Adams (captain), Ri-
cardo Powell, Ridley Jacobs,
Lauric Williams, Nixon McLean,
Colin Stuart, Marlon Black,

Sylvester Joseph (12th man)

Gibbs may miss
From page 13
Mfuneko Ngam Is suffering a
stress [racture to his right fe-
mur

‘I think it's a sign of the
really hectic schedule the team
have had. but they are near the
end of it now and hopefully we
can make it through to the end
of the Test,” said the official.

“The players will then have a
month off. which | hope is suffi-
clent thne for them to recharge
their batieries for tlhie West In-
dlies tour.”

AUs  funny  because we've
had a really good run in terms
of Injuries. everything flowing
smoothly for three months, But
it really is great to coach a team
that is playing so well, You have
to admire them.” he said.

‘But we mustn't go over the
top about it all. This kind of
winning run can end abruptly.
It's okay to enjoy It while 1t
lasts, but we can't fall into the
trap of believing It can go on
(orever,” he said.

Suffering from Injuries or
not. Shaun Pollock and co still
seem likely to post their 11th
one-day win in a row to match
the so far unparalleled per-
formance by Viv Richards' leg-
endary West Indians In the

1984 /85 season.

The biggest obstacle for the
home team, [t would seemn, Is

the 20 per cent chance of rain
that I8 being forecast for
Wednesday.
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Major General Jiban Kanai Das, vice-president of Kurmitola Golf Club (KGC) and chairman of
the Partex 16th Bangladesh Amateur Golf Championship organising committee, speaking to
reporters during a press briefing at the club yesterday. Vice-chairman of sponsor Partex Group
Aziz-al-Kaiser is on the left. The four-day event begins today at the KGC.

—Star photo

SYDNEY. Jan 16:
Star Australian
hatsman Mark
Waugh will Dbe
interviewed by in-
vestigators next
month over his alleged involve-
ment in cricket's betting and

match-fixing scandal. cricket
officials said here Tuesday.
reports AFP.

Australlan Cricket Board

(ACB) chief executive Malcolin
Speed saild anti-corruption In-
vestigators from the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)
would arrive early next month
to interview the veteran plaver.
who is the twin brother of cap-
tain Steve Waugh.

Mark Waugh has allegedh
been linked to Indian book.-
maker MK Gupta, who has in
turn been implicated in ram-
pant bellin%\ and match-fixing
among cricket’'s elite interna-
tional players, particularly on
the subcontinent.

The highest profile scalp
claimed so far by the ongoing
scandal is South African cap-
tain Hansie Cronje.

Cronje admitted he accepted
money from bookmakers to rig
match results. becoming the
first high-profile player to end
his career in ignominy after the
scandal burst.

Other high profile players in
South Africa and India have
also since been implicated in
corruption.

Waugh's future and his
reputation as one of the greats
of Australian cricket now rests
with the verdict of the 1CC in-
vestigators.

However,

officials concede

that verdict may be a long time

coming, given the magnitude of

their investigation.

Speed sald lawvyers retained
by Waugh since the controversy
erupted almost two years ago
have been contacted with a
request that their client cooper-
ate with investigators.

The 1CC investigators will be
joined by an ACB representa-
tive Grc% Melick, when they
interview Waugh, Speed said.

It Is my intention to inter-

- —

MARK WAUGH

view Mark Waugh in February
in relation to allegations made
by MK Gupta.” Melick said.

"I don't think you can have
these allegations made without
giving Mark Waugh the chance
1o give his side of events.”

Melick told reporters that
other Australian playvers may
also be interviewed as potential

Mark to face inquiry

witnesses to corrupt practices
that have shaken the game fto
its core.

Speed, flanking Melick at the
briefing, said he had also in-
formed Waugh previously that
investigators would seek to
speak to him at some stage.

However, the ACB chief ex-
ecutive was adamant there was
a "presumption of innocence”
until any concrete evidence was
established against the player,
whose brother Steve is the cur-
rent captain of the Australian
side

| have rold Mark at different
~tages thit there would be a

request for him to be inter-
viewed at some stage." Speed
sald. "It's very lmportant that
Mark has the opportunity to
exonerate himself."

Waugh has already given a
I:)ubllc commitment to defend
1is reputation if and when the
investigators came to his door.

Former senifor British po-
liceman Sir Paul Condon will
also be in Australia at the time
the interview is conducted.

However. Melick said he
thought it unlikely Condon
would take part in the interro-
galion.

Melick declined to outline
the specific allegations made
against Waugh, although he
confirmed he had recently re-
turned from India, where he
had conducted a number of
interviews with key players in
the saga.

However. aside from forinal
meetings with Indian cricket
officials. he refused to identify
anvone else he interviewed,

SYDNEY. Austra-
lia. Jan 16: Aus-
iralia’s acting
skipper, Adam
Gilchrist, has de-
fended the ag-

gressiveness of his players as
they charge towards what could
be an unbeaten summer of
cricket, reports AFP.

Gilchrist. standing in for the
injured Steve Waugﬁ. saild he
was frustrated by the recent
focus on unsavoury on-field
events, such as Ricky Ponting's
brush with umpire Steve Davis
at the Gabba in Brisbane Sun-
day.

Ponting was livid when
Davis rejected an appeal for
canght behind off Wavell Hinds.
He is likely to be told to "cool it"
by match referee Denis Lindsay
of South Africa or even face
suspension.

Similar incidents popped up
in the Test series [nvolving
champion fast bowler Glenn
McGrath, Ponting and to a
lesser extent Gilchrist.

As the Australlans prepared
for Wednesday's match here
against the West Indies in the
Carlton  tri-nation  one-day
contest, Gilchrist sald his play-
ers were simply competitive.

"Personally, I've found it
Tute frustrating, some of the
things that have been written
and sald about the reactions of

Aggressive Gilchrist

some of our players.” said Gil-
christ.

‘I believe there have been
exdmples where certain meni-
bers of the press have over-
exaggerated and over-reacted.
maybe because the teamn has
been travelling so well and
plaving such good cricket they
feel tliere are other areas that
need to be reported on.

“That then magnifies every
other little so-called incident.

"We all know the rules and
know the umpire has the final
deciggav, we know there are
ferees In place to make
ir pressure isn't put
mpires, and | don't
ly of us have over-
e mark there.
usly, Ricky's situation
ne is one that's been
p again but look, we're
nted when certain
o against us.”

Aflter hammering the West

Indies 5-0 in the Tests, the
Australians are hell-bhent  on

completing the one-day series
with an unbeaten recorl

No country has previoasly
achieved a clean sweep In the
22 years since the limited-overs
tri-nation format was Intro-
duced. But the home team still
has a long way to do just that -
they face another eight matches
in the current contest.

Gilchrist said the determi-

nation of Australian players
ensured they fought hard for
every wicket an run, and
sometimes emotion got the
better of them.

'l don't think we've gone too
far." he said. "It's a fine line, a
lot of people talk about the lack
of characters in the game these
days and how there's no emo-
tion in it and it's getting boring
to watch.

"The moment someone
shows a bit of flair and a bit of
character and excitement and
disappointment, we're being
deemed to be too aggressive or
too harsh on umpires or the
opposition.

Meanwhile, Gilchrist has re-
vealed that Mark Waugh, who
is to be interviewed by Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) and
Australian Cricket Board (ACB)
officlals on February 3 or 4
about his alleged dealings with
Indian bookmaker MK Gupta,
may be rested for Wednesday's
game.

Comfortable in the knowl-
edge they should make the tri-
series final, Gilchrist said the
Australlans were willing to ex-
periment.

"Given that we've had two
thd wins and confidence is
ligh, without tempting fate to
come along and L‘IIHIIFP our
direction, we may try a few dif-
ferent things," he said.

'1ay 7] MELBOURNE.,
Jan 16: With all

the on-court ac-
tion proceeding

- siriet] in line
-_A_J with the form
book, there was only one thing
anyone wanted to talk about at
the Australian Open on Tues-
day — Venus Willlams' outfit,
reports AFP.

A day after Anna Kournikova
wowed the centre court with a
tight-fitting yellow and black
ensemble, Venus struck back
In the fashion wars with per-
haps the most revealing outfit
eéver to grace a major tennis
tournament.

It might have seemed a good
idea at the time, but the US
Open and Wimbledon cham-
plon was clearly uncomfortable
with what she was wearing on
court.

For most of her first round
match against Maria Jose
Martinez, the US Open and

| Wimbledon champion secenied

more concerned  with what
might Liurst out of her low-cut
two-picce blue and black to
than with where her balls were
LOMNE.

Afterwards the part-time
fashion student t.ir:nlml] she had
been distracted. But she point-
edly denled having a hand in
the design of the outfit, sup-
plied by her sponsors Reebok.

Asked If she was happy
about t, she replied: "Oh, defl-
nitely." Sarcasin? As ever with
Williams (t was hard to tell.

Arch-rival Martina Hingls,
who prefers a more classic style
on court, was more forthcom-
ing,

"‘She's got this deal with
Reebok so they had to come up
with something new.” Hingls
sald. before adding: "I don't
kKnow {f I would be able to wear
something like that.”

The world number one high-
lighted the dilemma modern
female players face between
wearing oultfits that ensure lots

of publicity for their manufac-

Fashion wars on court

turers and ensuring theyv are
not a distraction from the pri-
mary task — winning the match
in hand.

‘It has happened to me a few
times that I was not comfort-
able with what | was wearing."
admitted Hingls. "You can ﬁv
out there for two-and-a-half
hours so you have to feel com-
fortable."

Mary Plerce, another leading
star of the tennis catwalk, de-
nied that the focus on what the
top players were wearing had
gotten out of hand.

I think It's great to see eve-

body reallv getting into what
they're wearing and gettng

involved too with design. fash-
lon and colour,” she sald.

"Everybody has a different
personality, it's just an expres-
ston ol your personality when
you're on the court.”

Venus also got unqualified
backing from her younger sister
Serena, even though she had
not seen the outfit In question.

Sport
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Pakistan to

host 9th SAF |

Games in Oct

ISLAMABAD, Jan 16: Pakl-
stan will host Ninth South
Asian Federation (SAF) Games
in October, with India assuring
full participation in all 1{
sports, official sald, reports
AFP.

The SAF Games are held
every two  years under  the
seven-nation South Aslan Asso-
clation lor vaijnnnl Cooperation
(SAARC’) which groups Bangla-

desh. Bhutan, India. The Mal-
dives. Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

SAF Games organising sec-
retary Major Aril Hasan sald a
two-day executive committee
meeting agreed to hold the
Games In Islamabad from Oc-
tober 6 to 15.

Hasan sald 400 millfon ru-
pees (about 6.6 milllon dollars)
will be spent on the event, 85
million rupees on equipment
and 100 million rupees on the
renovation of venues.

Athletics, badminton, box-
ing, kabbadl, karate, rowing,
tackwondo, table tennis,
squash, swimming, shooting,
volleyball, welightlifting and
football are the 15 disciplines
included in the i{anws.

Pakistan 1as included
squash and rowing this year,
according to rules allowing the
host country to add two sports
of Its choice.

BOA election

74 councillors
selected

The Election Commissioner
of Bangladesh Olympic Asso-
clation (BOA) Brig Gen M Ahsan
Habib yesterday announced a
74-member final list of coun-
cillors for the forthcoming BOA
election, reports UNB.

The councillors will exercise
their voting rights in the first
ever BOA election on February
| to elect 32 office bearers of
the National Olympic Commit-
tee.

The councillors include 38
from Olympic discipline federa-
tions, 3 from non-Olympic fed-
erations, 12 from divisional
sports associations and the
recent past president and sec-
retary general of BOA.

The election will be held for
the posts of one secretary gen-
eral. five vice presidents, three
deputy secretaries general, one

treasurer and 2: execitive
comuittee members
Distribution of nominmation

papers will start from tomorrow
(Wednesday) at 10 am and will
continue till Jan 19 (daily 10
am to 4 pm).

Intending

candidates will

have to submit their nomina
tion papers on Januarny 21
while scrutiny of nemiuation

will be held on January 22 and
withdrawal of nomination on
January 25, all from 10 am to 4

pm.

Final list of candidates with
their ballot numbers will bhe
announced on Janunary 27.

Windies go to

Z1mbabwe
in June
ST. JOHN'S, Antigua. Jan

16: West Indies will play two
Tests and a triangular one-day
series in Zimbabwe in June and
July, the Caribbean News
Agency said on Monday. reports
Reuters.

The one-day series from
June 23 to July 7 also involves
India.

The first Test will be played
on July 19-23. The tour ends in
Harare with the second Test on
July 27-31.

Johnson to quit
this year

LONDON. Jan 16: Michael
Johnson formally embarked on

the longest victorv lap of his

career o1 Monday with the
ruthless Lasiness sense that
has ol rised his career
reports Keuters.

The onlv man to win both

the 200 and 400 metres Olvin-
pic titles confirmed he would
retire at the end of the season
and said he had no plans to
compete In the Edmonton
World Champlonships.

Instead, the 33-vear-old
American told a news confer-
ence on the eve of Tuesdav's
World Sports Awards dinner
hhere he would make a farewell
tour of the athletics circuit be-
fore moving on to the next stage
of his life.

Yet, as always, there was no

misty-eyed romanticism as
Jolhimson looked back on
matchless achievements and

forward to a lucrative future In
television and on the lecture
clrenit

King K knows

MELBOURNE, Jan 16
Yevgeny Kafelnlkov says it will
be difficult for Marat Safin to
lord it over himm as the premier
Russian player after the young-
stoer's  trailblazing season  last
vear, reports AFP

Kafelntkov says 20-year-old
Salin deserves to be ahead of
him on the world rankings after
his scusational 2000 season
where he finished the year as
world number two after winning
the US Open.

Kafelnikov's love affair with
the Australlan Open continued
here Tuesday when he breezed
past Jens Knippschild 6-1, 6-4,
6-2 to set up a challen lll% sec-
ond round match with fellow
German Nicolas Kiefer.

'Regarding the fact that
Marat has overtaken me on the
rankings, it doesn't bother me
at all,” sald Kafelnikov, ranked
five,

The Baily $tar 15
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN NOTEBOOK

MELBOURNLE.

Jan LG IAFT
Serena Willlams Is not just g
pretiy face, Venus's litle sister
Is also an avid student of tennis
history. "If you don't know your
history you're like a leaf floating
in the wind and you never know
where you can end up,” she
told the press on Tuesday. Big
sis Is equally erudite. Russlan
history aud Chinese culture are
among the new Interests listed
by Venns in her profile in the
latest women's tour guidebook.

MORE ANNA PLEASE

Anna Kournlkova Is perhaps
the most photographed non-
winner in the history of sport
and a Melbourne radio station
wants to see more,

The 3AW breakfast program
has launched a competition to
find the media outlet or person
that can run the most gratui-
tous pictures of the Russian
starlet during the Australian
Open,

TENNIS BALL
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Australian Open match in Melbourne yesterday.

—AFP photo

While her Image Is splashed
over newspapers, billboards
and websites around the world,
the Melbourne Herald Sun,
which ran six snaps of her on
Tuesday, sald the only shot
they couldn't find was one of
Anna the businesswoman.

So there's the challenge for
the hundreds of photographers
in town — Anna in a sulit car-
rving a briefcase.

DEAD END FOR
DOKIC STREET

Jelena Dokic's decision to
ditch Australia in favour of her
native Yugoslavia has prompted
a hasty rethink in the Sydney
district of Fairfield. The local
council had been planning to
name a street after the erst-
while national heroine, whose
family have lived in the area
since emigrating to Australia in
1994. But councillor Chris Bo-
wen admitted a new name for
the street In question would
now probably have to be found.

ELBOW GREASE

An elbow injury that forced
him to pull out of last week's
Kooyong Classic warm-up event
did little to restrict Marat
Safin's ferocious hitting power
once the action got underway at
Melbourne Park. The US Open
champion took an early lead In
the race to fire down the fastest
serve of the tournament. A 209
kmh (129.9 mph) effort in his
first round match put him frac-
tionally ahead of Marlano Za-
baleta of Argentina (208 kmbh,
129.3 mph). Among the other
rlayers to break the 200 kmh
rarrier were Cedric Ploline of
France and Pete Sampras.

CHANG SIGNS

OFF FOR JESUS

Even when Michael Chan
loses, he still seems to spen§
more time signing autographs
than the average player — and
it Is not just because the Chi-
nese American star has more
patience than most. While fel-
low players are content to
scribble an approximation of
their names as fast as possible,
the born-again Christian always
writes out, "Jesus Loves You,
Michael Chang.”

MELBOURNE
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Alter dleciding to switch alli-
ances' from Australia to Yugo-
slavia on the tennis court
Damir Dokic said his daughter

i )s|

had endured the trauma of
h--ing arl outcast
Talking on Perthh radio. he

spoke of the difficulty his family
wen! through when they arrived
in Svdney from war-torn Yugo-
slavia in 1994, living off welfare
benelits and struggling with the
laanguags

He then compared the expe-
rience with what his daughter
and family was now experien
Ing

"When we came to Australia,
nobody knew English, we lived
fromm money (off) social security
It's a very hard life," said Damir
who is banned from Women's
Tennis Association tourna-
ments until March for his irra-
tional behaviour

"For the second time in 17
vears she (Jelena) Is a refugee.”
- Jelena was greeted with a
mixed reception when she
walked onto centre court Mon-
day to face world No. 2 Lindsay
Davenport in the Australian
Open first round, with some
people booing and others
cheering.

Damir though claimed eve-
ryone was against his daughter,
who lost 4-6 6-4 6-3.

"She don't have one friend in
the stadinum last night, she
don't have one person, he said
and again alleged the draw was
rigged

"To leave Australia and play
for Yugoslavia, (it was a) deci-
sion we made all night until five
o'clock in the morning. All the

“Jelena sald  'Daddy,.  this
draw iS5 set up for me, | don't
wanl 1o plav for Australia’

She s under Australia pres-
sure. We think this tournament
Is sel up 100 percent.

Australia people is big rac-
This iIs discrimination

Pierce needs
proper lenses

MELBOURNE, Jan 16 (AFP):

ist

Mary Pierce has another Aus-
iralian Open crown in her
sights — but she’ll need to put

her contact lenses in to achieve
it.

I'he French number seven
seed has been suflering eye
problems this year and admit-
ted Tuesday she should have
worn her lenses in Tuesday's
game against Austria's Sylvia
Plischke 6-1, 6-3

Today would have been a
good day to have my contacts

in," said the French Open
champion
‘It wasn't very bright out-

side. 1 didn't puf them in be-

cause it's daytime and |
thought [ don't really need
them

But it was a little bit windy
If it's real windy my eyes get dry
so | didn't want to put them in."

She was sent packing at the
semilinal stage of a warm up
tournament in Canberra last
week after blurry vision ham-
pered her game,

Despite her less than perfect
evesight, the 1995 Australian
Open champion coped well
enough against Plischke to set
up a second round clash with
Adriana Gersi of the Czech Re-
public or Mariana Diaz-Oliva of
Argentina.

‘Il feel like I'm getting better
and better every day.” she said
"With every match I'm starting
to feel, vou know. just concen-
tration. movement, just think-

In the name of the father

AUSTRALIAN
a

country.”

As Damir went
Jelena's fellow
woien players
behind her.

Nicole Pratt, Australia's top
player in Dokic's absence, said
she would try to talk her
around

“It's a huge loss to Austra-
lian tennis to lose a player of
Jelena's calibre.” Pratt said.

‘I'm quietly hoping they
might change their mind and
make a comeback and play for
Australia and if they do that,
from the players’ point of view,
my point of view, she'd be wel-
comed with open arms

[ don't think Jelena s
making all her own decisions
but she's very close to her fam-
ily and advisors

All we can do is talk to
Jelena personally and let her
know regardless of what hap-
pens we're always going to be
riends.”

Chang never
gives up

MELBOURNE, Jan 16: Mi-
chael Chang's bid to rebuild a
career that is apparently in
terminal decline sufiered yet
another setback on Tuesday
when he crashed out of the
Australian Open in the first
round. reports AFP

to air.
Australian
were rallying

The bom-again Christian
was beaten 7-5. 4-6. 6-3, 6-4
by France's Fabrice Santoro

Chang, a French Open cham-
pion in 1989 at the age of 17,
has now falled to get beyond
the third round at any Grand
Slam tournament since 1997

But he insisted that his faith
would help him to keep plug-
ging away on the tour.

| felt llkke 1 was playing
pretty good tennis today.,” he
told AFP. "It just was not good

enough to win but there is at

amilv H[‘HIRE‘ about (was the) ing on the conrt and on my least mmwlhlng pm;i!h'c I can
draw.” he said. [eet ™ take away from this.”
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