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Gremio’s bid to
hold on to
Ronaldinho

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 16:
Brazillan club Gremio Porto
Alegre announced on Monday
they were holding contract talks
in a bid to keep young interna-

tional striker Ronaldinho
Gaucho, who was due to sign
for French club Paris Saint

Germain in the next few days,
reports AFP.

"Gremio are negotiating a
new contract for Ronaldinho
with Roberto (the brother and
agent of the player) and his
lawyer Sergio Neves," Gremio
spokesman Marcio Neves told
AFP Monday.

Ronaldinho could now re-
main in Brazil despite PSG
president Laurent Perpere de-
claring on Friday that a deal to
secure the talented forward was
"close to completion”

The "official line” from Gre-
mio will come as a shock to
PSG, and their fans, who have
been waiting to capture the 20-
vear-old player, tipped as the
next Ronaldo, since Interest
was first made public two
months ago.

"The negotiation should be
completed by February 15, the
date on which his current con-
tract expires. That's the official
line from Gremio,” he added
without revealing details about

Ronaldinho's new improved
deal.
Ronaldinho came to glnlml

footballing prominence after his
displays in the Copa America in
1999 and during last years
Olympic Games in Sydney

Football Lizarazu’s
remedy

BERLIN. Jan 16: France and
Bavern Munich defender Bix-
ente Lizarazu. who was threat-

ened by Basque separatist
grnup ETA, says football has
een his "true therapy”
throughout his harrowing or-
deal, according to German
newspaper reports, reports
AFP.

The World and European
champion added that he could
not understand the logic of

ETA, and made a poignant plea
to ETA by saying: "I'm only a
footballer.”

Lizarazu said: "Now it's even
more {mportant that I play and
that [ play well. It's the only real
therapy that will allow me to
forget this strange situation,”
Lizarazu told German daily
Bild

Lizarazu. who was born in
the French Basque country,
received a letter on December
12 at his parents home de-
manding that he pay a "revolu-
tionary tax for having played for
the enemy (France)"

The letter was allegedly sent
by ETA, who said that there
would be ‘reprisals ‘against his
family if hé did not comply

However Lizarazu defied ETA
to join Bayern at a Spanish
training camp in Marbella, and
is keen for football to play a
part in his getting back to nor-
mality.

"One can only try to under-
stand such events. But it's not
easy. It makes vyou wonder
what kind of world we are living
in. I'm only a footballer”
Lizarazu said from Marbella

Lizarazu, however, is taking
no chances and has constant
protection from two body-
guards, and also has the spe-
cial branch of the Spanish po-
lice for constant company

He is also now aware of the
value that football holds for him
after his ordeal

“Football is even more im-
portant to me now than before.
it gives me the power to think
positively. I know that | have to
be a little more prudent, but
otherwise, only football matters
to me.

Gothenburg
after MU’s

Blomqvist

STOCKHOLM, Jan 16: IFK
Gothenburg are interested in
taking Manchester United's
forgotten man Jesper Bloingvist
back to Sweden, reports AFP

Roger Gustafsson, the Goth-
enburg coach under whom
Blomgqgvist won titles in 1993.
1994 and 1996, told Swedish
daily newspaper Aftonbladet on
Monday: "We are very inter-
ested”, as Blomqgvist's future at
Manchester United is in doubt.

The 26-year-old left-sided
midfielder joined the Premier-
ship champions in 1998 after
two seasons In ltaly's Serie A
with AC Milan and Parma.

Although he was effectively
Ryan Giggs' deputy, Blomgqvist
made 24 league and seven
Champions League appear-
ances in United's 1999 Treble-
winning season but a knee in-
jury has kept him ont of the
side since mid-1999

The Swedish international,
whose contract with the Pre-
miership leaders expires at the
end of June, Is back In his
home country for rehabilitation
at the moment.

Figo coming
to London

MADRID, Jan 16: Real Ma-
drid's Luis Figo, the world's
most expensive player will head
for London early Tuesday to
attend the annual World Sport
Award gala for top bpﬂrllnﬁ
stars, a Real spokesman sal
Monday, reports AFP.

Portuguese International
Figo will be hoping for another
award to add to his recently
acquired Golden Ball, handed
over before Sunday's 4-0 league
win over Real Oviedo, to mark
his selection as European Foot-
baller of the Year.
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NOREA Japan of under-
mining their co-
hosting of the 2002 World Cup
finals as the rivals marked the
500-day countdown to the start
of the event, reports AFP.

Korean organising comimit-
tee chief Chung Mong-Joon, a
vice president of the interna-
tional governing body FIFA,
condemned Japan's organising
committee for trying to change
the official title of the event.

The South Korean cominit-
tee, KOWOC, has made an offl-
clal complaint to FIFA because
Japan s putting its name be-
fore Korea on tickets. Under a
1996 accord. the tournament
should be called "2002 FIFA
World Cup Korea/Japan."
the Japa-

Chung attacked

nese  organising  committee,
JAWOC, at a press conference
called to launch the count-
down,

"The fact that JAWOC s

trying to change the order of the
official title to Japan/Korea |
think will be in violation of the
agreement with FIFA.

"l think this will also un-
dermine the co-hosting spirit
between the two countries,”
Chung said.

KOWOC made an official
complaint to the international
governing body last Thursday, a
KOWOC spokeswoman said.

The two countries were
flerce rivals to secure the finals
before FIFA awarded the event
to both in 1996. They made an
accord on several co-hosting
disputes the same year,

With FIFA as arbitratrors,
they agreed on the official title
of the tournament and that the
opening match on May 3lI,
2002 would be in Seoul, with
the final played in Yokohama,
Japan on June 30, 2002.

The Japanese organising
committee (JAWOC) has
changed the order to Japan-
Korea on its tickets for domes-
tic sales. Tickets go on sale
around the world on February
15

Chung also complained that
KOWOC was only informmed of
the change by its Japanese
counterpart "at the last min-
ute.”

JAWOC has argued there
was an unofficial agreement
that the name rule would not
apply to domestic promotional
campaigns and only concerned
the English title, officials said.

JAWOC has insisted it will
continue to use Japan-Korea
during the build up to the 32-
nation competition which Is
being co-hosted for the first
time

In a prepared statement,
Chung acknowledged worries
about South Korea and Japan
jointly hosting the first World
Cup finals to be held In Asia.

'Such concerns were justi-
fled because there was no such
recedent of co-hosting in the
istory of the World Cup and
because historically the two
countries were at odds with
each other.

“In order to eliminate such
concerns and to make the event
a resounding success, Korea
and Japan must work closely
together based on the spirit of
co-hosting."

Chung insisted that so far
there had been no "major
hitches"” but both countries
must be careful.

“To prevent any unexpected
problems from undermining the
success of the World Cup, the
two countries need to develop a
good understanding of the sig-
nificance of co-hosting based
on a mature partnership.”

Chung, who said he is con-

Sport

OK not amused

16:
South Korea's top
football officlal on

sidering standing for the FIFA
presidency or as South Korea's
head of state, sald the fact that
South Korea was Srt‘lldlllg al-

most two billion dollars on 10
new  stadiums "shows our
committment to Kkeep our

promises.”
Both countries are plough-
ing ahead though with frenzied

construction and renovation of
stadiums. The Confederations
Cup -- to be held in South Ko-
rea and Japan in June -- will be
the first big rehearsal,

The 63,930 seater
World Cup stadium --
largest purpose bullt soccer
stadium -- s more than two
thirds finished and is due to be
ready around September.

The Yokohama stadium’
built in 1997, can seat 70.564
people but will be one of the

Seoul
Asla's

simallest used for a final. The
city of Yokohama will install
1.800 extra seats and s

studying the possibility of put-
ting seats on the field.
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ANOTHER 500 DAYS: Seoul mayor Goh Kun (C) points out
something in the model of the 64,000 capacity Seoul World
Cup Stadium yesterday as South Korea started the 500-day
countdown to the football World Cup 2002 finals. South
Korean soccer association chief Chung Mong-Jun (R) looks

OI.

- AFP photo

Japan's

TOKYO, Jan 16: A
lack of sponsor-
ship in crucial
high-tech selnﬁrm
o cast a cloud over

Lo the Japanese
organisers of the 2002 World
Cup finals as they launched the
500-day countdown to the
premier football event Tuesday,
reports AFP

Yasuhiko Endoh, general
secretary of the Japanese or-
ganiaing committee, urged the
world governing body (FIFA) to
choose the official sponsor in
information-technology (IT) as
soon as possible

"We can neither get hard-
ware, software nor circuits. We
cannot get anything in kind."
Endo said in newspaper inter-
views published Tuesday as the
countdown started with the
unveiling of signboards and
sales of T-shirts in host cities,

"We will be in trouble if FIFA
cannot decide soon,” he said.
"For example, it will affect our
effort to recruit volunteers on
the Internet,” he added.

In its bid to sign up 14 "offi-
cial partners” for the 2002
World Cup finals to be co-
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hosted with South Korea.
FIFA's marketing agent ISL has
so far found 10 worldwide
sponsors including sportswear,
beverage and photographic
businesses.

One of the 10, burger giant
McDonald's, started a cam-
paign Tuesday to recruit names
for World Cup 2002 mascots --
three extraterrestrial figures --
at its stores in Japan and

South Korea and on the Inter-
net

Another sponsor, Victor Co
of Japan, also opened a website
for the finals on
http:/ /www.jvc-
victor.co.jp/soccer/.

At eight official World Cup
merchandise shops in Japan.
T-shirts bearing the legend
"500 DAYS" sold quickly.

The official shop in Tokyo's
fashionable Shibuya area sold
250 of 300 countdown T-shirts
in stock.

"It was fast. We plan to issue
more T-shirts at other memora-
ble dates like 365 days and 100
days.” said Keiichi Shibuya, a
licensing spokesman for the
organising committee,
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JAPAN STARTS COUNTING: Osaka City 2002 World Cup
Organising Committee officials push start a football shaped
countdown monument yesterday. The officials marked the
500 days counting down the start of the World Cup finals.

- AFP photo

SPONSOI' WOIT1es

Osaka, Japan's second-
largest city, seized on the op-
portunity to boost its bid for the
2008 Summer Olympics.

Osaka mayor Takafumi Iso-
mura unveiled a three-meter
(10 foot) "countdowmn monu-
ment” -- in the shape of a soc-
cer ball -- in front of Osaka's
central station.

He said.in a speech: "This is
an event very meaningful for
the city of Osaka which aims to
become a sports paradise. It
will indeed boost our morale.”

Blazevic
promises
great times

TEHRAN, Jan 16: New man-
ager Miroslav Blazevic boldly
vowed Tuesday to work the
same kind of magic with the
Iranian national side that he
used to lead his native Croatia
1o a third-place finish in the
1 998 World Cup, reports AFP.

| will do something no man-
aver has ever been nht* to do in

lran.” a cool and confident
Blazevic told reporters in his
first press conference since

inking a two-year deal last week
to take over the under-
achievers.

‘I'm optimistic that we'll be
in the World Cup finals nexi
vear,” he said. also scolching
press rumours that his contract
Is worth some 700.000 dollars
‘It's not even half that.” he said.

Blazevic, who was at the
helin in Croatia for nine vears
takes over a side that made an
unceremonious  quarter-finals
exit from last year's Asian Cup
alter being heavily favoured to
bring home the silverware.

The heartbreaking 2-1 loss
to South Korea, with Iran con-
ceding the equaliser in stop-
page time and the winner in
extra thme, prompted Jalal
Talebl to step down as coach.

MPs in football-mmad Iran
even called for an official inves-
tigation into the collapse, which
was unexpected from a talent-
rich  side Including German
league standout All Dael.

Blazevic led glant-Killers
Croatia to a surprise third-
place finish in the 1998 World
Cup in France. but stepped
down last October after saying
he could no longer endure "the
constant media pressure and
stress.”

But he admitted Tuesday he
feared the fate of Talebi and the
previous  manager, Tomislav
Ivic, who were both sacked by
the Iranfan football federation
after a run of poor results,

"Yeah, I'm afraid,” the dap-
per Blazevie said. "That's why
I'm so motivated."”

| Maradona to |

play in Dubai

DUBAI Jan 16: Diego Mara-
dona has sealed a
dollar contract to play in Dubal
in a testimonial match for re-
tired Emirati International Ab-
dul Rahman Mohammad at his
Al-r;qnjr club, newspapers re-
ported on Tuesday, : -
ROry \% reports

The Argentine football leg.
end Is expected in the Glﬁf
emirate from Rome on Wednes-
day night to sign the contract
for the March 8 match in bene.
fit of Mohammad, who played
for the United Arab Emirates in
the 1990 World Cup finals in
Italy.

Maradona, 40, was served
with a writ for tax fraud of up to
24.6 milllon dollars as he flew
Into Rome last week,

Lazio looking
for cash boost

ROME, Jan 16: Italian
champlons Lazio are looking for
new financial partners to bring
new investment to the club,
thelr president Serglo Cragnotti
sald Monday, reports AFP.

Cragnotti, speaking at an
extraordinary general meeting
of shareholders of the tomato
sauce giants Cirio which s La-
zlo's parent company, sald a
new cash injection was needed
to finance several projects In-
cluding the development of a
new stadium.

"The operation Is underway."

sald Cragnotti. "We want to
diversify Lazio's capital,
"The c¢lub has Important

projects and we need to find
shareholders who can give the
correct and necessary synergy
to these plans.”

Plans for a new stadium will
be unveiled in February. The
club wants the new partners to
take a 10-percent stake in the
outfit that was floated on the
Milan Stock Exchange in 1998,

Galliani backs
Zaccheroni

MILAN, Jan 16: AC Milan
vice-president Adriano Galliani
gave his beleaguered coach
Alberto Zaccheroni a belated
vote of confidence on Tuesday,
reports AFP.

Galliani, who in the after-
math of Saturday evening's 4-0
defeat by Fiorentina said he
had shelved talks on a new
contract with Zaccheroni. told
Gazzetta dello Sport that Zad'
retained his full backing.

Galliani said: "l have re-
ceived about 100 phone calls
since the Fiorentina defeal
about the position of the coacl
and 1 want to make it clear:
Zaccheroni has our full confi-
dence and is under no risk at
all.”

Galliani, the de facto head of

the club while AC Milan presi-
dent Silvio Berlusconl concen-
trates on his bid to become
Italy's Prime Minister for a sec-
ond time, skilfully sidestepped
the rumour that has been cir-
culating since even before the

Fiorentina game that Milan
want the Florence club’s Turk-
ish coach Fatih Terimm to re-
place Zaccherom

Asked i he admired the
work of Terim., Galllani said:

"Certainly. even last year when
he was in charge of (Istanbul
outfit) Galatasaray. Just like (I
admire the work of) Zaccheroni
when things are going well.... at
the beginning of the season
Terim was facing the sack as
well.”

Zaccheroni joined the San
Siro giants from Udinese in the
summer of 1998 and surprised
most pundits by guiding the
Rossoneri to the Scudetto (title)
in his first year in charge.

In that year Milan only be-
came realistic title contenders
in the last few weeks of the
campai%n after Lazlo, Fioren-
tina and Parma all faded badly.

He has been offered a new
contract until June 30, 2002
but has been holding out on
signing it, reportedly because ol
a clause that says it will not be
binding on the club if Milan do
not qualify for next year's
Champlons League,
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Alex's mixed fortune

SAINT ETIENNE,

- | France, Jan 16:
Braziltan  striker
Alex of French

‘e

L First Division side
St Etienne was pl-
aced under formal (nvestigation
on  Monday as the French
league and police investigation

nto false passports widened,
reports AFP,

Alex turned himself in to the
Lyon police after taking a flight
from Brazil via Frankfurt on
Sunday.

He appeared before an in-
vestigating magistrate In St
Etienne to answer questions
over the validity of his Portu-
guese  passport and Jjudiclal
sources sald he was under for-
mal Investigation - though he

was released from custody
Monday evening,
Ironically, Alex did recelve

some good news Monday as
he was voted the tol: foreign
player in the French league,
according to respected foot-
ball magazine France Foot-

ball.

The lawyer of Alex's team-
mate and fellow Brazillan Jose
Alolsio sald his client is also
facing Investigation In the
coming days.

The passport scam dragnet
wldencdp:u further to netgga-
lombian goalkeeper Farld Mon-
dragon, who plays for First Di-
vision Metz.

Mondragon, who Is under-
stood to have been playing witl
A Greek passport, was detained
by police on Monday, judicial
sources sald.

French league rules stipu-

late  that only three non-

European Union players are

allowed to play in the same
L ¥
" 5B

Saint-Etienne’s Brazilian star Alex smiles while leaving an
audition by a judge at Saint-Etienne’s Palais de Justice on

January 15.

— AFP photo

match for the same team, henee
the eflorts by thelr entourage (o
obtain EU papers.

Metz r}fﬁclals sald three po.
lice had arrived at the club 1o
check the player's documents
as well as those of Argentine
striker Patricio D'Amico.

Metz sporting director Pat.
rick Razurel sald  offlicers
wanted to check “certain ele-
ments” of Mondragon's papers.

A spokesman for the Moselle
prefecture, which governs the
northeastern city of Metz, told
AFP that the French consulate
in Athens was examining Mon-
dragon’s papers to verify initial
claims by his club that he
qualifies for a Greek passport
through his father

ltalian officlals are likewise
checking D'Amico's documents.

The case involving 28.year-
old Alex - who has scored 11
goals for St Etienne this season
and who Is due to appear before
a French League hearing Tues-
day - is one of a rash to rock
French football,

Suspicion has also fallen on
the Greek passport of Alex's
former teammate at the central
French club, Ukralnian Maxim
Levitsky, who has moved (o
Spartak Moscow.

Both players came under the
microscope after Toulouse team
management noticed a differ-
ence In their nationalities on a
team sheet prior to a league
game on Decemnber 2.

Ales. named on a previous
tean sheet In November as
Portuguese, had reverted to
using his Brazilian passport.

The subsequent league in-
vestigation - somewhat forced
due to the recent revelation that
Second Division Nancy's former
Argentinian forward Diego Ga-
ray had plaved last season with
a false Italian passport - shed
some light on the shady goings-
on in French league football.

St Etienne are under inves-
tigation for fielding players with
false documents and could be
deducted points from as many
as six league matches if they
are found guilty. ;

However, the French football
authorities are not alone,

In December AC Milan's
Brazillan goalkeeper Nelson De
Jesus Silva. known as Dida,
was also charged with using a
false passport. '

The 27-year-old plaver's
lawyer, Massimo Bassi, sub-
mitted a file to an Italian court
in which Dida affirmed having
acquired his Portuguese pass-
port from a "non-ltalian” middle
mai.
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UEFA-FIFA war on cards-

PARIS, Jan
power
between
and FIFA risks
splitting  football
in two as Europe
threatens to go it alone in the
row over the introduction of an
international transfer system
that would be approved by the
European Commission, reports
AFP.

The clash between FIFA, the
sport's world governing body,
and UEFA, rulers of European
[ootball, reached a new low this
week when UEFA announced it
was cutting off all discussions
with FIFA unless certain condi-
tions were met.

At the centre of the dispute
are proposals put forward by
FIFA and sent to the European
Commission.

European  soccer chiefs
claim the FIFA proposals, which
would allow players to leave
their clubs with just three
months notice, will cause
chaos.

"If this were to be allowed to
happen it would kill the game
as we know it," said David Dein,
vice chairman of Arsenal and
the Football Association.

‘It is totally impractical and
unworkable. The sport would
become unmanageable and |
simply don't understand the
rationale," he added.

Dein warned
should remember
that elected them.

“It’'s more than FIFA dare to
ignore those who put them ‘in

16: A
Siru e
UEFA

FIFA
people

that
the

Milan are currently sixth (n | DOWT FI.FA have put some-
Serie A and in the second phase fhing forward without the con-
of this vear's Champions sent ol thelr most powerful
lli-‘gll|. 3 conlederation, which is Unac-
P ' | ceptable.

—

Miroslav Blazevic, the new Iran national team coach, ex-
plaining something during a press conference in Tehran yes-

terday.

- AFP photo

‘It will make the chasm with
UEFA wider than before. If this
is true then clearly the FIFA

headquarters must be suffering

from a dose of mad cow dis-
ease,” said Dein.

UEFA, who are holding an
emergency executive committee
meeting on Tuesday and
Wednesday in Nyon, Switzer-
land. claim the proposals were
made without consultation and
should be withdrawn immedi-
ately.

Following a
:ﬂundfi% between UEFA and the
top European Leagues.
UEFA issued a sﬁtement tgtlallv
rejecting FIFA's blueprint. '

‘The meeting expressed its
anger that FIFA have failed to
officially withdraw their latest
proposals. The meeting also
agreed that no further meetings
should be held with FIFA un-
less certain principles were now
agreed.” said the UEFA state-
ment.

UEFA  general secretary
Gerhard Aigner warned that
Europe may decide to go it
alone.

‘We are prepared to put for-
ward proposals to the (Euro-
peanl Conunission. We have the
possibilities to put forward pro-

meetng on

posals that are suitable on our
owil.  said Aigner,

FIFA announced tliesy
SLII'}'.I'TI.HP(] at the reactions but

insisted that talks between all

sides should continue.

"FIFA has already achieved
important results in the ongo-
Ing negotiations and is com-
mitted to doing its utmost to
find a global solution that will
be satisfactory fo all parties.”
said the FIFA statement.

"The world- governing body
also points out that rather than

heading for a conflict. which
would lead to a court decision
that would be detrimental to

the world of sport, it prefers to
continue by way of dialogue in
order to reach a compromise
that will be beneficial to all ele-
ments of the game,” the FIFA
statement added

FIFA president Sep Blatter
insists the proposals put for-
ward were simply discussion
papers.

"We've presented a paper to
the Commission and said we
want to negotiate. This is not
the same as an imposition.”
said Blatter.

"This is a discussion docu-
ment. It's not a question of. it
being accepted or rejected.” he
added.

Were

LONDON. Jan 16:
Aston Villa's new

I4  million-dollar
signing, Colom-
bian striher Juan

Pablo Angel. com-
pleted his move Monday and
promised to make a success of
his stint in the English Pre-
miership once he has settled
down, reports AFP.

Colombian international An-
gel said it would take time to
get back to his best formn after
three weeks out of action since
the end of the Argentine sea-
son, where he signed off with
17 goals In as many matches.

fter signing a four-and-a-
half-year contract he could well
face leaders Manchester United
on Saturday at Old Traflord.

Angel sald: "It's been a long-
held ambition of mine to play in
the Premiership and I will trv to
adapt as soon as possible to the
English game.

“People mention the price
tag but that is between the two
clubs and for me is not impor-
tant.

"What is important is for me
(o start performing as quickly
as possible for Aston VilLaand 1
believe that I can handle the

pressure.
‘VilLahave had some big-
name strikers like Savo

Milosevic and Stan Collymore
who have not always delivered

| the goods but | want to break

that mould.

"l played for River Plate, who
are a big teamn in Argentina
when the pressure is always on
and I can handle it here.

"l am very excited but not
afraid of the task ahead and |
think | can score goals in Eng-
land. I always want to score.

“Any pressure that might be
on me will disappear if | start
performing well, but 1 hope
people realise that | first have
to get fit to play because the
season in Argentina finished a
month ago and | have been on
holiday.

I will need some time to get
fit but I hope to play as soon as
Eosalblr, although I do not

now if 1 will play in the next
match.”

Angel watched Villa being
hammered 3-0 at home by Liv-
erpool on Saturday, but said: ‘I
don’t really want to talk about
that game.

: _l'rtr only been here two
days. it was only one matel. It

was unfortunate but it is - ‘N*

possible to give an aopinion
based on one game."
VilLamanager, John Greg

ory, said: "I am delighted (@
have finally secured his sen”
ices. It feels great.

T wish we could have
him for the weekend gaune withi
Liverpool and it's heen @ lon
driovwn-out affair, but we
got there in the end.
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Angel seeks time
to deliver
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