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Steve Waugh

(Australia cricket captain)

“Wamey's gol 366 wickels,
so that's going to help him. bui
he's got to get in there and hauve
the form on the board as well.”

On whether leg-spinner
Shane Wamrme would be se-
lected for the tour of India.

GrameenPhone
U-17 Cricket

Sports Reporter
Metro Greens and Dhaka
Rangers won their first round
matches of the GrameenPhone
under-17 cricket tournament at

different venues yesterday.
Metro Greens beat Dhaka
Colts by 15 runs at the Jagan-
nath Hall ground while Dhaka
Rangers registered a  three-
wicket win over Metro Blues at

the Mymensingh Stadium.

SCORES IN BRIEF

Metro Greens v Dhaka Colts

Metro Greens: 165 for B in
45 overs (Jamil 43, Sabuj 23:
Mahfuz 3/33)

Dhaka Colts:
42 overs [(Al-Amin
3/27)

Result: Metro Greens won
by 15 runs.

Metro Blues v Dhaka Rang-

150 all out In
53: Jamil

Pers
- Metro Blues: 201 for 6 in 45
overs (Mohiuddin 61, Asif 39)
Dhaka Rangers: 202 for 7 in
45 overs (Asif 45, Russell 35;
Mukhles 2/39)
Result: Dhaka Rangers won
by three wickets.

300 DON FS |

BLOEMFONTEIN,
{internet report)
record 300th Test cricket
wicket earlier this season al
Goodyear Park in Bloemfontein
South Africa’s top [ast bowler
Alan Donald's BMW  station-
wagon hoasts & new registration
number 3000 DON 'S {o
remind South Africans of his
proud record. :
"My 300th Test criche
wicket [in the first ericket Test
against New Zealand) was
special milestone for ine.”
Donald says the garag:
where he bought his car pron-
ised him the number plate as a
gm once he had taken his
J00th Test wicket.
“They wanted to fit me with
the new number plate the day
after the Test at Goodyear Park,
however it was not yet ready. |
only got it the following week.”
Donald's Jetta earlier had
the registration 174 AAD FS,
ﬂ* marking a previous milestone.
In December 1997 In Mel-
bourne, Australla he broke
Hugh Tayfield's national record
of 170 Test wickets.
Those 174 afforded Donald
the title of Soutli Africa’'s top
fast bowler.
The AAD stands for Allan
| Anthony Donald,
“I'll definitely replace

Jan 14
f-'nllrm'ing his

the

Star Sport
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Members of the

Four-dayer on green-top from today

A travel-la%gﬂd
BCB (Bangladesh
Cricket Board) XI
will take on the
visiting Com-
monwealth Bank

Cricket Academy (CBCA) in a
four-day match, starting at the
Bangabandhu National Sila-
dium today.

The home team, who were
put through a taxing bus jour-
ney from Rajshahi, arrived in
Dhaka vyesterday aftermoon

Their weary faces told the story
as the players came to report at
the BCB office. A sleepless
night, a risky trip under thick
smog and little rest after their
one-day match at the Rajshahi
Stadium on Monday evenin

contributed to a lot of physica
and mental harm. which the
most prosperous sports organi-
sation of the country could
have easily avoided.

The BCB. playing the perfect
liost. however ensured that the
visiting side from Down Under
enjovs the privilege of taking an
hour-long air trip from Raijshahi

Sports Reporter

to the capital. The arrangement
also guarauteed ample relaxing
time for the boys of the famous
Adelaide-based Academy ahead
of their more energy- sapping
fixture at Dhaka.

But couldn't a similar
rangement been done for
local lads?

It is certainly dcmandiu{g on
the players to feature in a four-
day game and then take a
rough 359 kilometre ride before
engaging in another four-daver
within a space of 24 hours.

Meanwhile, the home team's
captain Khaled Masood has
more reasons to worry about
apart from fatigue. National
opener Shahriar Hossain has
pulled himself out with a cut on
his right palm and some other
players are complaining of mi-
nor injuries,

Besides, the greenish pitch
prepared for the match might
also prove devastating for the
BCB selection.

“ This is going to be a very
lively pitch and 1 can assure
you that this particular one has

ar-
the

Bangladesh Cricket Board Eleven (L-R) Bikash. Rajin, Hasibul, Hannan and
Biplob are sharing a light moment at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

—Star photo

That’s not fair

more grass then any other
wicket we had prepared in the
past”, said grounds committee
secretary Alam Chowdhury

CBCA captain Nathan Hau-
ritz and his team, which is ac-
customed to playing on pace-
friendly tracks, is sure to relish
the prospect.

The match will start 9.30
am.

TEAMS

BCB XI: Khaled
(captain). Shahriar Hossain,
Rajin Saleh., Mazharul Hugq,
Anisur Rahman Mushfiqur
Rahman., Fahim Muntasir. Mo
hammed Rafique. Hasibul los-
sain I3ihash [Ranjan Das

Aminul Islam jr.. Moesaddek
Hossain and Rashedul lugy
Coaclhi-Sarwar lmran

CBCA: Nathan Hauritz
(captain), Luke Williams, Chris
Hartley, Aaron O'Brien, Shane

Masood

Stanton, Andrew MacDonald.
Tim Welsford. Daniel Harris
Adam Voges. Shaun Marsh,

sumit Panda and G Chaitra

UNDATED, Jan
16 (Internet re-
port): Mohammad
Azharuddin has
set his sights on a
return to  Test
cricket despite a life ban lin-
posed on him for match-fixing.

The 38-vear-old formuer In-
dian «aptain has played 99
[ests el wants 1o reach 100

before retiriug from the game.

He maintains he is innocent
of any wrongdoing and has
vowed to clear his name.

The life ban was handed out
by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) follow-
ing an investigation by its anti-
corruption comunissioner. K
Madhavan.

A legal challenge against the
ban is expected to be heard in
the High Court in Hyderabad,
Azharuddin's home city, next
month.

"All T will say is that 1 have
been discriminated against.
Others have been let off lightly,”
he told Outlook magazine.

"‘Match-fixing simply cannot
be a one-man show. This Is a
game which involves 11 play-
crs. If a team falls, it is spec-
tacularly unfair to single out
jrist one person,

“What | am trying to say Is

thiat unless the f'_*nurf* team Is
-

100th Test on Azh

part of the conspiracy. match-
fixing cannot take place. There
cannot be any foul play on the
part of a single person.

“In fact, even five players
cannot work to fix a match, it

won't work. | repeat that the
entire team has to be in the
know."”

Former spinner Ajay Sharma
was also banned for life last
month and five-year suspen-
sions were handed out to Ajay
Jadeja. Manoj Prabhakar and
physio Ali Irani

The BCCI inquiry followed a

AZHARUDDIN

report on corruption in crickel
by the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI). in which several
leading plavers fromm India and
other Test-playing nations were
named

Azharuddin is also under in-

vestigation by Indian tax offi-
cials.

But he told Outlook: "My
taxes are clear. | have been
playing cricket for 17 vyears.

Why don't people understand
that | would have earned some
money through match fees and
endorsements?

'l have a flat in Mumbai and
live in a rented house here. Is
that wrong?"

He added: "In my career |
have never, not even once, re-
ceived a delault tax notice.”

Former South African cap-
tain Hansie Cronje accepted
that his international career
was over alfter he was found
Fnllt}' of accepting money from
wokmakers in return for pro-
viding match information

Azharuddin, however, re-
fuses to accept he has played
his last match for India.

Asked whether he thought
he would ever make a 100th
Test appearance, he replied: "I
wish to. It will be a great hon-
our to join the 100-Test club. |
will cherish that recall and will
be fighting fit."

JOHANNES-
BILIRG. Jan
Hinternet  report):
Opening bal
Herschelle
is a doubtful star-
ter the cruclal sixth
final one-day
against Sri Lanka in Johannes-
burg

for

bid to match a
world record.

abdominal

strain on his

growin
ping ﬂgf:

Bloemfontein at the weekend.

400th
ked.

est  wicket,”

number plates once | take my
Donald
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(xibbs

and
international

on Wednesday, when an
already Injury-hit South Africa
16-year-old

Gibbs Is suffering from an
left
side after his knock of 79 in
Bloemfontein on Sunday. Jonty
Rhodes has also joined the
injury list after chip-
one in his left little fin-
ger when e was struck by the
second ball of his innings in

United Cricket Board of
South  Alrica  spokesperson
Bronwyn Wilkinson said on

Monday that Gibbs would he
assessed while Jonty Rhodes

would play Wednesday's match
with a splint.

The pair are not only key
batsmen, but also set the stan-
dard in the field with their tre-
mendous athleticismm and an-
ticipation.

!;Ilc teamn management s
unlikely to risk Gibbs ahead of
the third and final Test against

the Lankans at Centurion
starting on Saturday.
Star Sports will provide

live coverage of the match
from 6:25pm (BST).

With the team flying to Jo-
hannesburg on Monday, the
management decided on a rest
day and sald the fitness of
Rhodes and Gibbs will be more
thoroughly assessed at Tues-
day's net practice.

“Jonty has been (o see a
specialist, who could only find a
small fracture (n the little fin-
ger, but he'll try it out fully at

(xibbs may miss last ODI

practice on Tuesday," a team
official said
“But the way he got through

his innings In  Bloemfontein
after belng hit has given us
great encouragement that he

will be able to take his place at
the Wanderers.

"Herschelle s a little bit
more doubtful and will have
ongoing treatment for his side
strain,” he added. .

If Gibbs s unfit, one of for-
mer South Africa openers An-
drew Hall or Adam Bacher, who
has an average of more than 50
for Gauteng in the domestic
Standard Bank Cup competi-
tion, could be drafted Into the
national side, which has been
struck by a spate of Injurfes In
the past few weeks.

Opening bat Gary Kirsten
has a cracked left middle finger;
all-rounder Lance Klusener lIllms.
a cartllage tear in his right
knee; and, Test paceman

See page 15

Harper to hold |

a workshop

Sports Reporter

The visiting Australlan um-
pire Daryl Harper, who arrived
in the city on Saturday to asses
the standard of umpliring here,
will hold a three-day workshop
at the National Sports Council
conference roomn llmm January
22 afternoon.

The workshop will be open

for all umpires, scorers and
former cricketers.,
Harper, who will stay In

Bangladesh up to January 31
and will submit a report to 1CC
on his return, will however gel
down to his business from to-
day.

The 49-vear-old umpire from
Adelaide will officiate in the
crucial Green Delta National
League four-day match between
Biman and Dhaka Metropolis
along with Bangladesh umpire
Manjur Rahman,

Accordin to league co-
ordinator %ulﬂ:n Chowdhury,
Mesbahuddin Ahmed Reza will
replace Manjur after two days
while Jahangir Alam will ac-
company Harper in the limited-
over match there on January
21

Pepsi cricket

PABNA, Jan 16: The Pepsi
First Division Cricket League,
organised by Pabna District

Sports Association, begins here
tomorrow, reports UNB

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed will inau-
gurate the meet. Ekota Sporting
Club faces Sangram in the
opening encounter at the Gov-
ernment Edward College
ground.

A total of 12 teams, split into
two groups, will take part in the

league,
GROUPS

Group A: Ekota OSporting
Club, Radhanagar KC, PYC
(Green). Jugantar KS, ICC and
Sangram.

Group B: Nintala Craz)
Club. PYC (White), Ekota

Sangha, Abhijatri Cricket Club,
I'rainees Sporting Institute and
Renaissance

Milo U-13
Cricket

-

Sports_Reporter
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A brilliant by Naveein
propelled Dhaka Metro Blues to
an emphatic three-wicket win

99

over Dhaka Rangers in one ol
the two Milo under-13 cricket
tourtanent lirst rowne

matches at  the  Dhanmondi
Cluab ground yesterday

Chasing a connnanding
Dhaka Rangers total of 237 in
45 overs, the winners reached
238 in the penultimate ball ol

their innings with Naveen
leading the way

In the other match held at
the Abdul Aziz Stadium in

Chittagong, Dhaka Metro
Greens defeated Dhaka Colts by
an identical margin.

SCORES IN BRIEF

Metro Blues v Dhaka Rang-
crs

Dhaka Rangers: 237 all out

in 44.1 overs (Mitul 60, Mah-
mudul 56: Marshall 3/39)
Metro Blues: 238 for 7 in

44.5 overs (Nayeem 99, Sirajul
20: Shaon 3/29)

Result: Metro Blues won by
three wickets.

Dhaka Colts v Metro Greens

Dhaka Colts: 176 all out in
45 overs (Romen 31: Rakib
4/26)

Metro Greens: 177 for 7 in
44.2 overs [Akeed 75)

Result: Metro Greens won
by three wickets.

Milo U-15
Cricket

Sports Reporter
Dhaka Rangers and Metro
Greens won their respective
Milo Under-15 cricket tourna-
ment first round matches yes-

terday.
Dhaka Rangers beat Metro
Blues by two wickets at the

Rajshahi College ground while
Metro Greens handed Dhaka
Colts a five-wicket defeat at the
Satkhira Stadium.

SCORES IN BRIEF

Dhaka Rangers v Metro
Blues

Metro Blues: 184 all out in
42.5 overs (Chavan 54, Zumran
26: Shaon 3/34)

Dhaka Rangers: 188 for B n
44.5 overs (Ragibul 64, Zahid
60)

Result: Dhaka Rangers won
by two wickets.

Metro Greens v Dhaka Colts

Dhaka Colts: 160 for 9 In 45
overs (Shafig 43 n.o., Sajal 36.
Rashid 2/55)

Metro Greens: 163 for 5 in
d34.5 overs (Kamrul 78 n.o.,
Irteza 27, Kamal 3/15)

by five wickets.

Result: Metro Greens won 1

Title race heats up

'GREEN DELTA NATL

CRICEET LEAGUE

The title race in the Green
Delta Natlonal Cricket League
promises to offer more spill and
thrill when the penultimate
round of last leg begins at two
different venues today

In the last leg, each of four
contesting teams will play four
matches (two four-days and as
many one-dayers on home and
away basis) on criss-cross for-
ial

Bangladesh Blman are
maintaining a shaky 2-point
lead ahead of Chittagong,

Dhaka Metropolis and Khulna.

The national flag-carrier,
who have a collection of 38
points, will take on Dhaka Me-
tropolis at the BKSP ground in
Savar while holders Chittagong
host push-overs Khulna in the
other match at the Comilla Sta-
dium,

In a refreshing change of
events, none of the teams could
show so far any consistency in
their performmances. All four
teams have had their equal
share of ups and downs in the

|
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Sports Reporter

race,
Biman lost in their first leg
matches (both in four-dayer

and limited-overs) to Dhaka
Metropolis at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium while Chit-

tagong also suffered the same
fate against Khulna In Jessore
to IIIHE!' it an any team'’'s game.

On the other hand, Chit-
lagﬂnf, beat Dhaka Metropolis
in a four-day match but then
lost the one-dayer in Comilla
and, Interestingly, similar thing
happened in the matches be-
tween Khulna and Biman, who
also won the four-dayers only to
lose the limited-overs match at
the BKSP on Monday.

In today's match, Biman will
miss the service of their de-
pendable Pakistani all-rounder
Manzoor Akhter, who returned
home on Monday for his do-
mestic commitment. To fill the
void. Biman have already flown

in another Pakistani Aamir
Malik.

On the other hand, Dhaka
Metropolis, one of the most

unpredictable side blended with
talent and skill, will badly miss

thelr infornm batsman Al
Shahriar and all-rounder
Neevamur Rashid, who were

slapped with one-match sus-
pension on disciplinary ground.

Away in Comilla, Chittagong
will look to Akram Khan to de-
liver his aggressive best. The
hard-hitting middle-order, who
lost his elder brother Igbal
Khan early this month, is out of
touch for last few matches

The only side who do not
have any problem are Khulna.
National left-arm seamer has
tumed a bunch of youngsters
into an ominous force that can
topple any the other side in the
meet

POINTS TABLE
Team 3-dayer 4-dayer 1-dayer Total
Biman 24 6 8 38
Dhaka Metro 20 6 10 36
Chittagong 26 6 4 36
Khulna 22 3 B 36

Adams

SYDNEY,
West
]”'r"htdl

Jan 16
Indies’ su-
batsman
Brian Lara., the
big disappoint-
mient of the Aus-
cricket suminer, IS

tralian
about to r\.];hi(].!" into his most

devastating form. team captain
Jimmy Adams warned here
Monday. reports AFP

‘It's only a matter of
before Brian eXplodes.”
said when his squad
here the day after a
nine-wicket thrashing by
tralia in a

time
Adams
arrived
Immassjive
Aus
iri-nation

Carlton

spurs Lara on

one-day clash in Brisbane on
Sunday

‘It will be at the right time,
Adams said. "I'm quite confi-

dent of his abllity to come good
when it matters

Adams has however lashed
nhis players for having unac-
ceptably low standards after

another slip-shod West Indian
team training session here to-
day

Preparing for Wednesday's
Carlton series day-night match
against Australia here, the West
Indies, with one win [(against
Zimbabwe) and two defeats (by
Australia). went through 45
minutes of fielding drills with
little apparent efiort

ESPN will show today's
Carlton series match
from 9:30am (BST).

live

Players were seen to laugh
when their teammates dropped
a catch and spent time stand-
ing with their hands on hips
and gave the general immpres-
sion they cared little about their
work

in contrast, Australian team
traiing sessions are intense
non-stop competitive workouts

in good spirits but admitted he
was concerned that individuals
were not pushing themselves
Lhard ennough

What vou're talking about is
standards he said

"As well as team standards
vou need fellas to have individ-
unal standards. standards that
they themselves will carrny

Never mind whether theyre
in a West Indies team or they're
playing county cricket in Eng-

land or they're playing club
cricket back home. we need to
have a system viiere each
St page 15
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which * translate into consis- g =
f tently professional displays on E
& the field r
SR Adams said it was Lnportant - .
BRIAN LARA his struggling tourists remained JIMMY AD. MS
MELBOURNE Grand Slamm tourmament since but playing the way I did and
m‘ Tan i Uadne 24997 against Rios | beat him just
J o Williams sported Like Serena, last YRR SRR once in my lif gives me a lot
a new look Tues- I¢I-Up Yevgen) Kafelnikov of conlidence,” he said
- dav but it could- found the going easier, setting \lso salely through are
—4J 't disguise a up a tough ht"‘[t“'ﬂ(i rrfll[lri clash Swedish I:*nr'h seed Magnus
rusty game as the number With Nicolas hu*fr‘r after demol- Norman. Frenchimmen Sebastien
thiree seed struggled to join ishing another German, Jens Grosjean (10) and Amaud
sister Serena in the second HKnippschild, 6-1,6-4. 6-2 Clement [15). and South Afri-
round of the Australian Open, The _H”“j‘m sald he thrives can Wayne Ferreira .
reports AFP on plaving in Australia Among the women _ Fer-
Dressed in a black skirt, a He won here in 1999 but reiras compatriot and "“”'“"’
low cut blue and black two- had the title taken from him 10th  seed 'F‘”“““I'l Coelzer
plece top and a choker round last year by Andre Agassi. He hammered Canada’'s Sonya

the neck, Venus was in danger
of spilling out of the tourna-
ment and her new outfit,

She spent alinost as much
time rearranging her clothes as
she did playing shots, allowing
qualifier Jose Maria Martinez of
Spain to run rings around her
in the second set

Willlams, who hasn't played
a singles game since October,
recovered to take the match 6-
d, 2-6, 6-0 In just under one-
and-a-half hours

‘I didn't get caught by sur-

prise because |'ve played
enough before to know when
you play vour opponents, |if

they lose the first set, they'll be
coming back in the second.”
she said

"She mostly played very well
I think more than anything else
I served well. | just think I hit a
few mistakes at the wrong thimes
in the second set. '

"I didn't feel like | was play-
ing my top form throughout the
match but it's a good thing to
have a little test in the lFlr.*-'l
round.”
Serena,
such

had
Tal-

the sixth seed.

no trouble, ousting

wian's Janet Lee 6-1. 6-4

She sald she was "mentally
more sound” than last year and
“getting my rhythm back”

Venus wasn't the only top
name to struggle

iustavo Kuerten, the num-
ber one seed despite never go-
ing beyond the second round
here, made a meal of beating

Argentine Gaston Gaudilo 7-5.
6-7, 6-:3, 7:b.
And born-again  Christian

Michael Chang was beaten 7-5
4-6G, 6-3, 6-4 by France's Fab.
rice Santoro.

Chang, a French Open

champlon in 1989 at the age of
17. has now falled to get be.
yond the third round at any

also beat Tommy Haas for the
gold medal at last September's
Sydney Olympics

‘1 do like playing on. this
(hardcourt) surface. 1 feel conlfi-
dent every time [ play in Aus-
tralia,” he said

Another man to make the fi-
nal here, Carlos Mova, contin-
ued his comeback from a lowen
back stress fracture suflered at
the 1999 US Open with a
straight sets victory over former

world nwnber one Marcelo
Rios
Neither are seeded but the

Spaniard voiced confidence that
he could relive the glory davs
I know it Is just one match

Jeyaseelan for a second round
contest with in-formn Silvija Ta-
laja of Croatia

The 1995 champion Mary
Pierce said she had another
Australian Open crown in her
sights but admitted she
would need to put her contact
lenses in to achieve |it.

The number seven seed has
been suffering eve problems
this yvear and should have worn
her lenses in her 6-1, 6-3 vic-
tory over Austria’s Sylvia Plis-
chke

"Today would have been a
good day to have my contacts
in,” said the French Open
champion

American star Serena Williams obliging autograph hunters
after her first round match in the Australian Open against

Janet Lee of Taiwan yesterday. Williams won 6-1, 6-4.
—AFP photo
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