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Chilavert can't
afford to be
a sub

PARIS, Jan 15: Strasbourg
chiefs are rubbinﬁ{ their hands
in despair as the latest twist in
the Jose-Luls Chilavert saga
continued after their flamboy-
ant 'keeper refused to be a sub-
stitute on Saturday.

The Paraguvan international
'keeper, who joined the base-
ment French First Division side
in November from Argentinian
side Velez Sarsfield, was named
by coach Yvon Pouliquen as
substitute for  Strasbourg's
league match away to Corsican
side Bastia.

However, fearful of photos of
him on the subs beunch ap-
pearing in the South American
press. Chilavert refused.

The proud Paraguayan. who
was voted the top gmlllwt‘pt‘r al
the 1998 World Cup in France,
has however brought more than
top level experience to Alsace.

In six matches Chilavert
conceded nine goals, and things
just got worse when he ap-
peared to be overweight afler
club officials initially thought
he was in good shape prior (o
his arrival

His Friday refusal, which he
explained as "a question of
honour”, was backed by his
agent who explained: "He (Chi-
lavert) doesn't want photos ol
himself on the subs bench ap-
pearin in South America,
where f‘w is star.

“Chilavert as a sub in the
worse team in the French
league - can you imagine the
impact that would have on his
image over there?”, asked his
agent Omar Da Fonseca.

Chilavert, who is known for
his flamboyant ability to score
from freekicks. arrived on No-
vember 1 on & G.6 million-dollar
transfer. The 35-year-old
'keeper, who has since man-
aged to return to full fitness,
has scored 60 career goals from
freekicks alone.

Although declaring that he is
"happy” at Strasbourg, talk ol a
transfer may not be too long in
coming.

Lebouf fancies
his chances

more at Monaco

LONDON, Jan
defender Frank Leboeuf in-
sisted Monday he has a better
chance of winning trophies at
reigning French champions
Monaco, who have made en-
quiries about the former Stras-
bourg star, reports AFP.

"There are times when you
have to make a choice and
Monaco can bring me more
trophies,” Leboeuf told the Sun

The French Warld Cup win-
ner, Who . was substituted at
half-timie . (n  Saturday's. 1-1
draw at Arsenal, has been
linked with a move back to his
homeland for several weeks
although the Stamford Bridge
club have not yet received a
bid.

But Chelsea have confirmed
that an official approach has
been made for the 32-year-old
central defender and are be-
lieved to want 3 million pounds
(4.5 million dollars) - 1 million
pounds (1.5 million dollars)
more than Monaco value him
al.

"We have had an approach
from Monaco. but I haven't
heard from them since last
week," said Chelsea's Managing
Director Colin Hutchinson.

Hutchinson also dismissed
claims by Leboeuf that the
Frenchman is already on his
way to the principality despite
French press reports .

"It's news to me that Frank
is expecting to be there very
soon,” he said.

"There is no deal unless they
can come up with an offer that
is acceptable.”

Respected French sports
daily L'Equipe said Monday
that Lebeoufl had already spo-
kKen to Monaco coach' Claude
Puel and had asked where ex-
actly he would fit into Puel's
side.

Lebeouf is reported to have
said: "I'm satisfied with my stay
in England. I've won titles dur-
ing my stay here but now it's
time to do something else and
attempt to win some titles with
Monaco.”

Facelift for

Parc des
Princes

PARIS, Jan 15: Paris' Parc
des Princes stadium will un-
dergo further renovation work
this year to bring the 1972
structure up to date and create
restaurants for supporters and
more space for VIPs, its man-
:ﬁenwnt company said on

onday, reports AFP,

Work began in September at
the 48,000-capacity home of
the Paris Saint Germain football
club on constructing a building
to house VIP puests and to cre-
ate new spectator seating for
sponsors’ guests,

Members of the supporters
club will be able to use a new
restaurant.

The dull-looking concrete
stadium facade, built In 1972,
Is being treated with a product
to remove stains caused by
weathering and pollution. ’

"We hope to have a reno-
vated stadium by 2002." said
Lionel Dreksler, president of
SESE, the company contracted
to carry oul the work,

Since the construction of the
Stade de France in Paris for the
1998 World Cup Final, the Parc
des Princes no longer hosts Six

Natlons rugby matches or foot-
ball Internationals.

A combo of AFP photos showing Real Madrid superstar Luis Figo (R ) with the European foot-
prior to Real’'s Primera Liga fixture
arnebeu stadium and (L), Savio (C ), Real's Brazilian

baller-of-the-year trophy which was
ai:ninst Oviedo at Madrid's Santiago

resented to him

playmaker, trying his tricks against Oviedo’s Danjou in the same game.

Primera Liga

Figo fashions Real romp

PARIS,
Luis
crowned
footballer of the
year on Sunday
and inspired Real
Madrid to a majestic 4-0 win
against Oviedo to put his team
clear at the top of the Spanish
league, reports AFP.

The Portuguese star's per-
formance - and a spectacular
volleyed goal from Real's Eng-
land international Steve
McManaman will have shot
fear into the hearts of the pre-
tenders to their European title.

Hector Cuper's Valencia side
lost 2-0 to Deportivo La Coruna
on Saturday to give Real the

Jan 15:
Figo was
curope's

chance to go three points clear
at the top of the table with their
eighth consecutive league vic-
tory.

Sunday was Figo's night.

After being presented with
the Balloon d'Or award on the
turf at the Bernabeu stadium,
the world's most expensive
player scored the first goal
when he was left completely
unmarked to convert a cross
from Fernando Morientes,

Watched by football greats
Eusebio and Bobby Charlton,
Morientes scored the second
before Raul slotted a pass
through for Pedro Munitis to

stroke the ball under Oviedo

goalkeeper Andres Esteban for

the third.

The match was capped by

lcManaman's acrobatic volley,

sweetly converted from a long
pass from Roberto Carlos.
The strike confirmed how

the English international has
fought himself back Into favour
at the club which wanted to sell
him last year.

The European
League resumes next
after its winter break
jud!%ing by their current form,
Real will be relishing
match against Lazio on Febru-
ary 12.

Sport
| Zamoranoin | Serie A

Bari keep leaders in check

" business
straightaway

MEXICO CITY., Jan 15: Chil-
ean international forward Ivan
Zamorano marked his Mexican
football league debut for Amer-
ica with a spectacular hat-trick
against Santos In the second
league fixture of the season.
reports AFP.

A delighted Zamorano
scored In the seventh, 28th and
32nd minutes - the first two
Fuals coming through headers -
o help America on to a 5-1 win.

‘It's a dreamn start for any
footballer. But above all (t's
important that the team plays
well,"  sald Zamorano, who
Joined America recently from
Itallan glants Inter Milan.

Zamorano, who was given a
huge ovation from Aztec sta-
dium supporters when substi-
tuted in the 80th minute, has
been recruited in Amerlca's bid

12 years.

makes Primera

to win thelr first league title in

Japan's Nishizawa

Champilons
month
ancd

their

15: Chelsea

Premiership

Ipswich's impressive outing

LONDON. Jan 15:
England boss
Sven-Goran Eri-
Ksson saw Ips-
wich marksman

Marcus Stewart
net his 14th league goal of the
season as the Premiership new
boys moved above Liverpool
into fourth place with a 2-0 win
over Leicester at Portman Road
on Sunday. reports AFP.

Stewart struck 10 minutes
from time and James Scow-
croft's diving header from a
Fablan Wilnis cross made it 2-0
in the final minute

The team from rural East
Anglia and so nicknamed the
Tractor Boys' have now se-
cured 40 points and this win
prompted their fans to chant
‘we're staying up”, a reference
to the fact that their newly-
promoted heroes had been fa-
vouriles to go straight back
down again to the First Divi-
sion.

[his result was no more
than George Burley's team de-
served after persistent second-
half pressure and they could
have added a third three min-
utes from time but Jermaine
Wright's shot was well saved by
Leicester keeper Simon Royce. -

Ipswich's young stars -
teenage centre-back Titus
Bramble, left-sided utility
plaver Jamie Clapham and
international keeper Richard
Wright - were looking to catch
the new national coach's eve.

Stewart, whose goal made
him the Premiership's leading
scorer with 14, played down his
chances of a national call-up.

| haven't been in squads
before and managers probably
want to go with people who
have done it before,” he said.

Tm 28 and there's a few
people in front of me."

The aerial presence of Arm-
5:lrun{.;§ and James Scowcroft
provided George Burley's side's
greatest threat and a 21st-
minute header from the former,

from a Stewart centre. flashed
wide.

Leicester Ill;illa%ﬂ'd to stifle
Town's accustomec fluency in
the early tame

stages and a
header from /%rtt- Akinbivi was
the only chance of note in the
first 20 minutes.

Wilnis' deflected cross from
the right was acrobatically
clutched by Rovce under his

crossbar in the best chance of

the first half.
Stewart then forced the
Keeper to hold a glancing

header five minutes before the
break

An iIncisive burst from the
back from Icelandic defender
Hermann Hreidarsson led to
the first goal

He won a 51st-minute cor-
ner with that run and from
Jamie Clapham's delivery,
Armstrong flicked on for Stew-

art to volley onto the crosshar

from close range.

Stewart then forced Roycee to
touch a looping header over the
top seconds later as the home
side attempted to lift the tempo.

Captain Matt Holland then
volleved inches wide from the
edge of the area after substitite
Richard Cresswell, on for Akin:
biyi, had headed out a Clapham
free-kick.

Man of the match Royce
said: "In the second half they
put us under a lot of pressure.
To be fair they deserved all

three points.”

Leicester’s Trevor Benjamin (L) is about to take a fall after
a collision with Herman Hreidarsson of Ipswich Town dur-
ing the English Premiership clash at Ipswich on January

14.

- AFP photo
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giants S1 Etienne
were accused orn

Under

Friday of tricking

Brazilian striker Alex mto using
what they said was an authen-
He Portuguese passport insteacd

of his Hrazilian one reports
AFP

Alex. who is the club's leacl-
g scorer with 11 pgoals this

scason. has been accused like
lornier  teammate  Ukrainian
Maxim Levitsky of using a false
passport and is due to face a
Frenchh Leagae  tribunal  latey
this montlh

However, Alex's lawver Ceslo
Sardinha sald that club direc-
tors had gone away after indi-
cating they were mterested in
signing him itn 1999 to [ind out
it he had any family lnks in
Lurope and primarily Portipal
French football repula-

tions only three non-European
Linion [:ld},‘n'ra are allowed to
play m the same match tor the
SANe rteam

Avcording to Sardinlia
returncd with the
passport

Lthey
Pormguese

They (the directors) told i
vou can sign here, It Is a real
passport. There is the French
police stamp which confirins its
aunthenticity'.” Sardinha said.

The 2B-vear-old's sy
added Alex had not seen the
passport until it was presentedd
to him and had not used i1
since.

"The pressure put on Alex In
the elub was immense. notabliy
on the part of the director,
Crerard Soler." he saicl

Sardinha defended Alex be-
g absent  from  Tuesday's
French League hearing into (he
allair because he had been late
I receiving the papers ontl-
ing the charges

St Etienne in trouble

Alex and Levitsky, who s
now with Spartak Moscow, hoth
fell under suspicion at the siart
ol December alter o Toulonse
aothoial noticed o chaee in e
nationalities on a team sheet
prior 1o a league pame

The false passport attair was
prompted by the revelation thad

Strashourg's lormer Argentaniag
lorward Diego Garay plaved in
the French deagne last seasorn

with a false Halian passport

Pl French investigamon is
the Latest twist i <0 mncreasing
number of cases across Eaope

ol  plavers rom  outsicde  the
Evrapean Union cdrempting 1o
bypass limits on the rounmber of
non-EU plavers atlowed i
teanis

Ihe most high-prafile  case

Milin's  Brazilian
goalkeeper Dida who Is nnder
pivestigation lor using a lalse
Paorfnguese passport o secure o
work permit

involves Af

Liga debut

BARCELONA, Spain, Jan
I15: Espanyol forward Akinorl
Nishizawa became only the
second Japanese player ever to
play In the Primera Liga on
Sunday when he came on as a
substitute In his side's leagne
match agalnsl LLas Palmas, re-
ports AFP.

Nishizawa, who came on as
a substitute in the 73rd minute
when Espanyol were being los-
ing O-1, was impressive and
created several potential op-
Enrtunltics but without really

reaking through the Las Pal-
mas defence.

After learning of his inclu-
sion on the team sheet for the
match in the Canary Islands,
Nishiwaza had expressed his
thanks to players and staff at
the Barcelona club,

‘I want to thank the whole
team for their support and help,
['ve been given an opportunity
and I want to show to support-
ers, and to my teammates that
I'm a good team player."

Although faiilng to score,
Nishzawa's presence on the
field is a good indicator of the
progress he has made since
arriving on loan from Cerezo
Osaka in December.

Espanvol coach Paco Flores,
who was said to be initially

lnconvineed about the 24-vear-
old’s abilities and fitness, has
been  impressed enough  re-
cently to include Nishzawa in
his plans.

“Little by little I've been im-
proving and I'm almost 100
percent fit," said Nishzawa prior
to the match, which ended 1-0
in favour of Las Palmas.

Nishizawa is the second
Japanese player (o play in
Spanish top flight after Shoji
Jo. who played last season at
Valladolid and scored two
goals: a double against Oviedo.

However Jo, who was play-
ing regularly for Valladolid.
returned to Japan after his
sponsor raised doubts about

lis continning  playing in
Europe. -

Diego the
kad!

ROME, Jan 15: The rift be-
tween Argentinian football leg-
end Diego Maradona and his
former Italian side Napoli in-
tensified Monday when the club
president Giorgio  Corbelli
branded the Latin American a
child, reports AFP.

Speaking on the Contro-
campo programme Corbelli
sald: "Diego is like a child who
builds sandcastles on the’
beach. First he builds it and
then with a football he destroys
i1l

Corbelli laid the blame for
the collapse of a projected am-
bassadorial role for 40-year-old
Maradona at the club he led to
two Italian titles squarely at the
feet of the Argentinian.

Corbelli said: "He did it all-
himself: first he let it be known
that he wanted to come to Na-
poli then when I met him (in
Rome last Friday) he sent me
packing.

"He keeps changing his
niind on whether he wants to
return to Napoli.”

Berthold signs
for Turkish

e ——

ROME, Jan 15
Italtan First Divi-
sfon  leaders AS

Roma showed the
first signs of frail-
ty Sunday with a
-1 home draw against strug-
gling Barl, allowing atzmnﬁ-
laced Juventus to cut the gap
rom elght points to six.

And it could have
worse, reports AFP,

A second-half freekick from
Swiss defender Gluseppe Maz-
zarelll gave Barl lead against a
Roma side deprived of injured
Argentinian striker Gabriel Ba-
istuta and suspended pair
Cafu and Cristian Zanettj.

But Francesco Totti equal-

been

DHAKA, TUESDAY,

e —— e s i g,

did not really seem
their minds on the job."

Barl coach Eugenio Fascetti
disputed the penalty award, but
was happy with the result,

It won't help our league po-
sition much but {t will certainly
help morale,” he said.

Juventus triumphed thanks
to a header from I?rcnch inter-
national David Trezeguet in a
match where Bologna's Argen-
tintan  forward Julio riz
missed a penalty,

Juve coach Carlo Ancelotti
sald: "We have never despaired
and now we are playing with
conviction.

‘This Is an i{mportant mo-
ment for us, we can improve

to have

colini of Bari during their

ised from the penalty ‘spot
sevenl minutes later to give
Fabio Capello’'s side some re-
ward in a weekend when all the
results went against them.
Juventus prevailed 1-0 at
home to Bologna. Fiorentina,
who trounced AC Milan 4-0 on
Saturday, and defending cham-
pions Lazio - 4-3 victors over

Udinese - also narrowed the
gap on Roma.
"Bari had the better

chances," lamented Capello.
did not recognise iy team, who

"y
-
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AS Roma’s Vincenzo Montella (R) speeds past Michele Mar-

1 of ] Serie A fixture at the Olympic
Stadium in Rome on January 14.

- AFP photo

further and go on and win this
championship.”

Roma's setback follows a
week In which the normally
mild-mannered Ancelotti and
his French playmaker Zinedine
Zidane embarked on what
looked like coordinated psy-
chological warfare against the
leaders, insisting Roma would
lose their nerve when the going
got tough.

It only took four minutes for
Lazio to open the scoring at
Udinese, but it was thanks to
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home player Marco Zambon
who miscued a clearance ntqg
his own goal.

Udinese dug their wav fur.
ther info the hole when ltalian
international defender Valerig

Bertotto was dismlssed for the

foul that gave Argentinian Her-

nan Crespo the chance to make

It 2-0 from the penally spot.
~ Chilean  striker
Salas netted again for the de.
fending champions but Udi-

nese’'s  Stefano Fiore alinost
lmmedlalclﬁr k)ul]ed one back
ick.

from a free

Crespo grabbed his second
but further goals from Massimo
Marglotta and Argentintan for-
ward Roberto Sosa et up a

nervy luale for new Lazio coach
Dino Zafl. who tooh e hielin

from Sven Goran Entksson after
thiee Swede lelt 1o manage the
England team earlier this week

n Sunday evening's battle of

the underachievers at the San

Siro. Inter Milan and Parma

had to settle fora 1-1 draw.
Parma.,

re

when Marco Di Vaio
them in front at the near post

I could not have asked more
of the boys for the first game.*

sald Sacchi.

But Christian Vieri,
fire after missing a
chances In recent matches.

Turkish teammate
kur.

nigi put resurgent Re
course for a |-
triumph on the trot.

Lecce continued their good
form with Croatian Davor Zu-
twice in the first

Frinec scnring

1alf against Vicenza.
Argentinian Aldo Osirio's
header made it 3-0 before

Gianluca Commotto grabbed a

consolation.

A goal from Claudio Bellucei
poll in front at Verona
only for the home side to hit
Ro-
manian Adrian Mutu and Bra-

put Na
back for a 2-1 win throu

zilian Adailton.
Verona's Mutu

useppe Colucci

Brazilian Da Silva

and

climax.
Saturday's 4-0
Fiorentina against

division

A header from
forward Nuno Gomes an
ond-half efforts from

Costa buried a poor Milan side.
Brescia boosted their fight

against relegation with a

victory over nine-man Peru

with Argentinian striker Andres
Yllana scoring the decisive %oal

from close-range in the
half.

irst

e

Marcelo

playing their first
game In Arrigo Sacchi's second
ign as coach, took the Jead
just after the half hour mark

headed

under-
host of
pul
Inter back on terms after 69
minutes after being set up by
Hakan Su-

Atalanta's challenge contin-
ued to falter when Davide Dio-
ggina on
win, their third

Gi-
and Napoli's
Matuzalem
were all sent off in a storniny

victory for
AC Milan
established them as title chal-
lengers and top scorers in the

-0

MILAN Joan | .
VY Ao e
be thie hoine  of
Itahian sivle. but
its  two mighty

football teams are
rapidly going out of fashion.

AC are currently ranked only
sixth in Italy while Inter are
only 12th - small beer indeed
for two glamour names who
were once world leaders.

The House of Silvio - aka AC
Milan - was a byword of ele-
gance in the late 1980s and
early 1990s, and was the most
fashionable name on the
planet.

Silvio, full name Silvio Ber-
lusconi, and his loyal assistants
Arrigo Sacchi and Fabio Capello
put their faith in a Dutch im-
print with the likes of Ruud
Gullit, Marco Van Basten and
Frank Rijkaard transforming
the fortunes of an outfit known

affectionately as the Rossoneri
(red and blacks).

A group that had been on

the slide since the swinging
sixties once again

became the

dreadlocks gave a unigue image
to a team that nonetheless re-
tained some historic elements
with the likes of Franco Baresi
and Paolo Maldini. ensuring the
traditionalists were kept happy

That Dutch-inspired dynasty
won three European Cups and
two Intercontinental Cups but
since then times have heen
lean.

Two years ago Berlusconi
put his faith in Alberto Zac-
cheroni to revive the fortunes
and at first it looked as he was
having some success, winning
the Scudetto - a patch that f{s
sewn onto the shirts of the
leading Italian outfit at the end
of the season in May.

But Zac's designs are sud-
denly looking dated and Satur-
day's 4-0 defeat by a Fiorentina
outfit run by Turk Fatih Terim
and boasting one of the world's
most talented designers in
Portugal's Rui Costa showed

just how jaded the Zac look is.

Milan vice-president Adriano
Galliani said after the match
that he was reconsidering
whether to offer Zaccheroni a

Milan's other big fashion
outfit - Casa Moratti - is in an
EVEN Inore parlous state.

Also known as Inter Milan -
or the nerazzurri (black and
blues) Casa Moratti has 1o
look even further back to the
19605 when  their patriarch
Augelo Moratti made them tlhie
trendiest name in world foothall

with two European titles aml .,

two Intercontinental crowns.
When :\11%{*10'5 son Massimuo
took the helm in 1995 hiopes
were raised that Intermazional
would again become the defin
ing image on the globe a;
wice Moratt junior broke ex-

isting wouldl transter records
lure Urazthan Ronaldo and twen
home favourite Christian \ivri

But one look at the figures
show that Moratti - whose hig-
spending five-year reign has
only vielded one fairlv modest
prize in the 1998 UEFA Cup -
has failed to revive the oulfit
despite using nine coaches. the
latest Marco Tardelli.

The "black and blue” moni-
ker is looking an apt one as

most  successful brand in new contract as rumours inten- Inter languish behind even
Europe and the world, sified that the Rossoneri would modest ol%the-peg outfits like

The decision to add a splash  try and lure Terim from Fioren- Atalanta, Perugia and Lecce
of orange to the red and black tina to give them a new tur- with almost half the season
and the imaginative use of quoise look. gorie.

club

STUTTGART, Germany, Jan
15: Former German interna-
tional defender Thomas Ber-
thold has signed for Turkish
First Division side Adanaspor

until the end of the season, his
agent revealed Sunday, reports
AFP,

Berthold, 36, has been with-
out a club this season since
being freed last season by Ger-
man Bundesliga outfit Stuttgart
with whom he had been with
since 1993.

A World champion in 1990,
Berthold was capped 62 times
and formerly played with Italian
clubs Verona and AS Roma,
and German gilants Bayern
Munich.

Ajax in
Qatar

DOHA, Jan 15: Ajax Am-
sterdam on Sunday started a
week-long training” course in
Qatar where it (s to play a
[rlendly against the national
team, reports AFP,

Qatar plays Afax nexi Friday
as part of its preparations for
the Aslan qualifiers next month
for the 2002 World Cup In Ja-

J pan and South Korea.

LONDON. .lan 15
N Eungland
coacl Sven-voran
Eriksson will dine
with Peter Tavlor.

the man he has
replaced. later Saturdav after
vowing 1o give every English

plaver a chance of making his
lirst squad, reports AFP,

e Swede is spending his
lirst  Saturday  afternoon  in
English foothall watching the
likes ol Jowe Cole, Ciavin
McCann and Michael Carrick -
touted as the future of English
toothall - as West Ham take on
Sunderland at Upton Park.

But alter tormer caretaker

Junimager Peter Taylor signalled

s intentions by fielding a
voung and mexperienced line-
up i England’s last game in
Italy, Eriksson today said that
no-one would be excluded from
possible selection.
‘I'm not going to take out a
team just under 30 like Peter
Tavlor did.” he said on BBC's
IFootball Focus.

‘The tmportant thing is that

h

Ll

We are going to have a pood
L, ot just a voung team or

an old team or thnnes like
| don'd

that

welll! o olase any win-

dows. Evervthiimg is possible -
Eriksson reactes ]l 1

_|1H||

many who have scen Ins na
tionalitvy as «a  barrier 1w o
genuine devotion to the nae-

tional canse,

He said: "The FA otfered me
this job - | am very proud ol
Lthat, ol conrse.

"I said 'ves. thank vou’ al
once, and 1 didn't think aboumt
(the fact that) I'm  foreign. |
think the answer Is to have a
very good team and try o give
pood results.”
© Eriksson. who takes over the
England reins immediately after
I'rhlil_'_llln;l trom lralian  giants
Lazio, said he was also looking
forward to acguainting himselt
with Leicester boss Taylor, as
we'lll as Manchester United as-

SisLant manager Steve
MoClaren.
He sald: "Steve McClaren |

haven't met vet. Peter Tavlor |
met a couple of times and Im
going to have dinner with him
tonight and I am sure it will be
\':‘l'\: easy 1o work with both ot
them.”

Eriksson a fair man

The S52-vear-old « Lo o tiutl

he was aware ol thie ospeme

deimands imvolved with has new

enmplovinent

O conrse it's a lot of pres-
sure on the manager havang
this job bt that means it's a
very big job.

“l like the pressure. | like the
challenge. and what | saw so far
| like.”

Eriksson will have the [lirst
chance to analyse some of the
plavers who next month (:OHId
lormy part of his plans for a
friendly against Spain - followed
by the crncial Werld Cup guali-
fiers against Finland and Alba-
nia in May

Right-hand man Tord Grip
has so far been Eriksson’s mam
source of opinion on the Pre-
miership’s finest English play-
ers - and the coach hinted that
Old Traflord's champions would
feature in his plans.

I can tell you that Man-
chester United impress me as 4
team and in that team there are
many good English players of
course,

"But 1 don't think 1 should
start to talk about individual
plavers.”

Portuguese
sem}'
Italians
Sandro Cois and Enrico Chiesa
and Portuguese playmaker Rui

What's eating Milan's two?




