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CBF rewards |

Sao Caetano

SAO PAULO. Jan 14: Bra-
zilian Second Division side Sao
Caetano, who are to replay their
Copa Havelange final next week
against Vasco da Gama, saw
their exploits in the event re-
warded Saturday with the news
thev have won a First Division
place next season. reports AFP.

Ricardo Teixeira. president
of .the Brazilian Football Con-
federation (CBF). said the fed-
eration had to recognise that
Sao Caetano's efforts in getting
to the final meant the modesl
side tounded just 12 vears ago
deserved a place among the
elite

"How could we Keep outl of
the top flight a side whicly will,
by ending the season one of the
top two clubs in Brazil, play
next vear's Libertadores Cup?”
said Teixeira,

However, the Copa
Havelange, which involved
around 100 clubs, has at-

tracted criticism because of its
cumbersome format and is set
to be slimmed down next sea-

Son.
Sao Caetano., from Sao
Paulo. will take on Vasco de
Gama in a replay ol their De-
cember 30 final second leg
which was abandoned amid
chaotic scenes when some 160
were injured after a

})t‘rﬁplt'-
ence collapsed.
The first leg ended 1-1

Ronaldinho,
PSG cvery
close to deal

SAINT-ETIENNE France,
Jan 14: Paris Saint Germain
president Laurent Perpere said
Saturday the deal which would
bring Brazilian international
forward Ronaldinho "Gaucho
to the French side is close to
completion, reports AFP.

“Nothing's signed vet. Were
close to completing the transier
| would really like to get it over
and done with,” Perpere told
AFP prior to the Saint Etienne-
PSG match

Perpere added: “In any case,
his (Ronaldinho) arrival during
the transfer window seems a bil
unlikely to me."

On Friday Parisian radio
station Sport O'FM had an-
nounced that 20-vear-old Ron-
aldinho had signed a five-vear
contract with the capital club

Ronaldinho currently plays
at Brazilian club Gremio and
his arrival looks even more im-
minent following a Friday
meeting between Gremio repre-
sentatives and the plavers
agent, also his brother

The French winter
window comes down at
night on January 31
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French First Division
Draw good
enough for

Nantes

NANTES, France, Jan 14
Nantes could only draw 1-1 at
home to Auxerre on Saturday
but it was enough to hold on to
top spot in the French league
championship. reports AFP

Defeats for Lille and Sedan.
second and third at the start of
the weekend. helped the west-
ern Frencl club open up a gap
of three points at the top

Lille. who lost 2-1 at Troves,
are second three points behind
and Bordeaux. who drew 1-1 af
Guingamp. are in third
four points adrift of the leaders

Defending champions Mon-
aco. who look set to sign
Franck Leboeul from Premier-
“]]l{.r club Chelsea. beat fourth-
placed Sedan 1-0 to ease their
relegation fears

Meanwhils S1
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Elrienne,

thrust into the limelight with
the false passports scandal,
had some cheer to win 1-0 at

home to Paris Saint Gernmain in
a midtable battle

Nantes, the only of the top
five clubs to play at home. left il
late however. only equalizing
late in the game through Ro-
manian striker Viorel Moldovan
after Auxerre had scored
through Dijibril Cisse

‘,jr‘;lriux,u] who scored his
10th goal of the season. had
only just been awarded the best
player ol the month award by a
panel of football journalists

In a setback for Nantes how-
ever left back Sylvain Armand
twisted his knee and attacking

midfielder Frederic Da Rocha
also pgot injured during the
matclh

Lille. who carlier led 1-0
conceded two quick goals (o
lose atl Troves, Sedan tried their
hest to come back from a goal
by Monaco's Shabani Nonda

but just could not get back into
the game

Lvon and Bordeaux drew 0-
O at Lens and 1-1 at Guingamp
respectively

Lens coach Rolland Courbis.
who saw his 10th place team
move further from European
qualification, even accused the
Lyon president of putting pres-
sure on the referee

PSG  continued their poor
patch with their defeat by St
Etienne in a high-risk match
where  Christophe Sanchez
scored the winner in the 50th
minute after a dubious penalty
decision. - :

Marseille, another big club
in difficulty, stopped Toulouse
earning its first win away fromn
home with a superb equalizing
goal from Djamel Belmadi for a
-1 draw,

The result meant second-
from-bottom Toulouse move
three points clear of bottom

club Strasbourg, beaten 3-1 at
Bastia. Metz, in the third rele-
gation position. shared the

ints n a 2-2 draw at home to
lennes.

-

Marcel Dessaily (R), the Chelsea defender. feeling the presence of Arsenal’s compatriot Syl-
vain Wiltord during their Premiership tussle at Highbury on January 13.

--AFP photo

Premiership

MU party on Walsh blunder

14
striker

LONDON., Jan
\Veteran
Teddy shering-
ham moved Man-
chester Linited
closer to vet an-
other English Premiership title
by breaking the deadlock in a
3-0 win at basement side
Bradford City  on  Saturday,
reports AFP

Sheringham struck his 17th
goal ol the season on 72 min-
utes after a dreadful error by
nhome Keeper and former Man-
chester Lnited shot-stopper
Gary Walsh

Ryan Giggs stuck the Kknile
in with the second three min-
later to leave United ulti-
mately comfortable winners at
\allev Parade.

Luke Chadwick
three at the death.

Altewards United boss Sir
Alex Ferguson admitted: "[t was
a good result for us, especially
as we didn't look as if we would

1mies

made it

Wit

Bradford boss Jim Jefferies,.
whos team remain bottom of
the table. tried to take heart
from what has been a good

teamn ettort for three-quarters ol
the match

IThe team. until the goal
went in. was excellent. My only
cricticism would be that after
that unfortunate goal we [ell
sorry lor ourselves... we could
have got something out of the
gamne

Reigning champions United
had further good news from
Highbuny where Arsenal

dropped two honie points in a
-1 draw with Chelsea. leaving
Ferguson's team 13 points
aliead of the north Londoners.
Robert Pires gave Arsenal
perfect start when he netted
ifter just three minnies but
Jlohn Terry nodded a second-
half equaliser for the Blues

Mind games master Arsene
Wenger did his best to wind up
Arsenal's arch rivals Tottenham
by describing this match as the
real” London derby

‘In the last few years we
have been fighting with Chelsea
for the title and Champions
League positions and this was
no diflerent.”

the

New England coach Sven
Goran Eriksson was greeted
with loud cheers as the Swede
took In his first taste of Pre-

miership action since his ap-

pointment, attending the Upton .

Park meeting between West
Ham United and Sunderland.

And it was the northeastern-
ers who stole the show in a 2-0
smash and grab win as
Stanislav. - Varga and Don
Hutchison netted to move Sun-
derland second in the table |1
points behind United

United have 53 points from
23 matches with Sunderland on
42 and Arsenal on 40.

Liverpool bounced back in
style after their league cup de-
leat at Crystal Palace. despite
leaving strikers Robbie Fowler
and off-form Michael Owen on
the bench as they trounced
Aston Villa 3-0 at Villa Park
with former Barcelona man Jari
Litmanen running the show.

Danny Murphv punished a
mistake by Turkish defender
Alpay Ozalan to give the Mer-

seysiders the |lead after 24
minutes and Steven Gerrard
blasted home the second as

Villa’'s new Colombian signing
Juan Pablo Angel watched
aghast from the stands.

Murphy bagged the third
after the break as Liverpool
moved into fourth spot ahead ol
Ipswich. who host Leicester on
sunday

Former

England interna-

tional Rodney Marsh said Mur-

phy and midfield partner Ste-
vent Gerrard should be included
in  Eriksson's first England
squad

"We had prolonged periods
in their half of the pitch,” said
Villa boss John Gregory. "David
Ginola wasn't doing it first half
(rolling his sleeves up) so that's
why | took him off at half-time.’

Villa need Angel soon and
Gregory was optimistic that he
would be on the Birminghan
club’'s books sooner rather than
later

"He's just got to tidy up a
lew minor details. pass a medi-
cal and he should be on the
training pitch in the next few
days. We need him."

Newcastle, despite the ab-
sence of strikers Alan Shearer
and Carl Cort, beat Coventry 3-
I at St James' Park with an
early header from Gary Speed

putting them in the driving
scal

Local youngster Shola
Ameobi nefted a close range

finish for his tirst Premiership
goal and England nidfelder
Kieron Dyer added a late third
belore Stephen Glass deflected
in a David Thompson effort as
Coventry claimed a late conso-

lation.
Leeds eased fears about
dropping into the relegation

zone, winning 4-0 at strugglers
Manchester City with goals
fromi Norwegian Eirik Bakke,
Lee Bowver and Robbie Keane,
twice in the final seconds.
Delighted  visiting manager
David O’Leary said: "Fair play
to Robbie (Keane) for coming in
having not trained all week. At |
20 he can only get better. The
whole product we have here is
so talented that when it does
get going it won't be bad at all.”

City manager Joe Royle
ruefully reflected: "It's quite
symptomatic of our season that
the first goal we gave them
came with no danger

‘In the second hall their
Keeper. who | thought was the

man of the match. makes great
saves from Paulo Wanchope
and Daumny Tiatto then the
deflection goes in to make it 2-0
and yvou know it's not vour day
Lthen ; .

Meanwhile. Middlesbrough.
unbeaten in six matches since

the arrival of Terry Venables,
hanunered hapless Derby
Connty 4-0)

Alen Boksie netted a first
half penalty and Ugu Ehiogu
headed the second before an-
other strike from Boksic and

Hamilton Rocard's first league
goal of the camapign completed
the rout,

Everton remain in trouble
following a goalless home draw
with Tottenham Hotspur which
saw “them overhauled by Mid-
dlesbrouglh. _

There was further bad news
for the Liverpool club when it
was revealed that captain David
Weir could be out for "a few
weeks” after damaging a calf
muscle,

Tottenham boss
Graham defended his side's
defensive display, saying: "We
are hit badly by injuries. With
the plavers we had out there,
I'm delighted with that result.”

Elswehere Charlton slid be-
low Newcastle into eighth place
after a goalless draw at South-
amplon.

Gieo rge

Serie A

ROME Jan 14
Fiorentina Cril-
shed At Milan
-0 in the Italian
league on Satur-
day night to move
np two places and oust Ju-

ventus trom second spol in the
table. reports AFP

Lhiee Turin side conld Lhow-
ver regain their position with o
tdraw  against Bologna i the
Delle Alpt stadivnm on Soncay

[t-lorm Fiorenuna carmed
L1l lourtin  vicrory i Iive
matches. thhough they drew 3-3
at Juventus last Saturday

Horentina ontelassed Milan
i all departments with their
Portugnese contingent of Rui
Costa and Nuno Gomes i par-

teularly seintillating forn

IFatihh Terim's team opened
the scoring through a header by
striker Gomes from a Rui Costa
freckick. Sandro Cois got the
second just after the break with
a great shot alter good work by
Moreno Torricelli,

Enrico Chiesa made it three
for Florentina thanks to a great
pass from. of course, midfield
maestro Rui Costa

Rul Costa topped his superb
perlformance by scoring the
lourth goal himsell with a great
piece of skill with four minutes
o go

Hrescia  scored  valuable
points in  their fight against
relegation by beating Perugla |-
0 on Saturday.

Fiorentina flatten Milan

RUI COSTA

MILAN.
plaved Saturday iplaved, won
POLs):

Jan 14 (AFPI:

AS Romn 13
Florentinag |-
SJuventuas 1 3
Atalanta 1 3
L.azio id,
Bologii 133
AC Milan I
Lidinese 13
Perugia I3
Parina |3
Inter Milan | 3
l.ecoe | 3
Vicenza 1
er'l]““ ]H
Lirescia I
Vierona - 133
Reggina 13
Hari 13

Malian

NUNO GOMES

leapgue table after matches
drawn. lost, goals lor. apgainst,
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Sport

Nobody loves | Primera Liga

Holders put Real atop -

Daum

BERLIN, Jan 14
football chiefs on
warned disgraced coach Chris-
toph Dawmm that it was consid-

Cierimaan

ering barring him from Iml:llnF
|

a position In German footba
should he consider
again.

Daum,. who admitted Friday
that he had taken cocaine. had
sald that he would wait until
March belore making a decision
on his future but had not riled
oul a post in the German Burn-

desliga or one day becoming

German national coach .
However German  Football

Federation (DFB) control comn-

mittee member Ralf Flugge told

Der Splegel magazine weekly to
be published Monday that (hey

would  lodge a  complaint
against Daum should he con-
sider coaching in Germany.
Leading DFB judicial com-
mittee member Horst  Hilpert
told Focus magazine that Daum

had latled to live up to the role

model required of a coacly,
And he warned: "A large ar-
rav ol sanctions could be taken.

from a fine to the withdrawal of

his licence "

Former DBayer

ruled out of contention amid
allegations of cocaine-fuelled
orgies with prostitutes.
Daum initiallv  denied
allegations but was canght out

alter analysis of a hair sample

suggested he had taken co-
caine. A second test proved

mconclusive,

But on returning from the

Uinited States, Daum told a
press conference here Friday: 7
admit 1 have taken cocaine in
the past.

‘I took the drug in private,

There's no question of me being

an addict or being ill as a side-
cltect.” the 47-vear-old added.

However the fact that Daumn
took drugs in private did not
clear him of wrongdoing. said
Flugge. "You're a coach 24
hours a day." he added.

While German football
league chief Werner Hackmann
sald that Daum would be better
advised to seek opportunities
abroad

Fan killed in
tee-shirt riot

LAGOS. Jan 14: Lagos police
shot dead a soccer fan al a

match between Nigeria and
Zambla after a scrammble to grab

tee-shirts being handed out by
reports

the match sponsors,
said Sunday. reports AFP.

The shooting of the man be-
lore thie start of the African
Nations Cup qualifier here Sat-
urday led to a mini-riot. the
newspaper  Punch  reported.
showing pictures of the dead
111l

One policeman was stabbed,
a police vehicle damaged. Police
used tear-gas and  baton
charges to bring the crowd un-
der control,

The trouble delaved the start
of the match by several -
ntes. When play got under way.
Nigeria eventually won  1-0,

despite a series of missed op-
|]U”llll'|lll‘h.

At the end of the match. fans
invaded the pitch and mobbed
the players. one of them at-
tempting to steal the necklace
of Nigerian skipper Sunday
Oliseh.

Zac under
fire

MILAN. Jan 134: AC Milan
vice-president Adriano Galliani
said Saturday night he had putf
contract talks withh coach Al-
berto Zaccheroni on hold after
the 4-0 spanking at the hands
of Fiorentina in the ltalian First
Division. reports AFP

Goals from Numo  Gomes,
Sandro Cors. Lonco Clhhiesa and
[Runl Costa cnsired and  enn
phatic scorelme buat i truth

Milan were e ky to escape an
even more crushing defeat,

Zac' and
were al-

e talks between
the San Swuo giants
ready reported to be stalling
over a clanse which savs the
contract which would run
until June. 2002 would no
longer be binding on the club if
Milan fail to gualily lor next
vear's Champions League.

And the fact that Fiorentina
mtlhicted the latest wound on
Milan is doubly brutal for Zac-
cheroni

In the days leading up to the
match in Florence it emerged
that Fiorentina's Turkish coach
Fatih, Terimn. who himsell is
refusing to sign an option for
next scason withh his present
cniplovers. is the first choice of
the Milan boardroom to replace
Zaccheroni should there be a
parting ol the wavs.,

‘It hardly seemns appropriate
for e to talk about the con-
iract alter a performance like
that." was the terse reaction of
Galliani, who is In charge of the
alling giants while club presi-
dent Silvio Berlusconi concen-
(rates on trving to become Ital-
ian Prine Minister in this vear's

elections. "We will wait for
things to pet better. We have
received a brutal kick but we

must go forward.”

Zaccherond himself was
magnanimons in defeat,
"We have no alibi for this

defeat.” said the man who two
vears ago unexpectedly led the
Rossoneri to the Scudetto (title)
in his tirst yvear after joining the
club from Udinese."

Despite the rumours that
Teriim was set to replace him
Zaccheroni was generous to his
counterpart, saving: "He has
stamped his {mprint firmly on
this team (Fiorentina) which
plavs just like (Terim's former
team) Galatasaray did when we
played them last year. When a
coach does that he must be a
good coach.”

Saturday

coaching

Leverkusen
couch Daum had been lined up
to take control of the German
national team in June but was

the

Louis 1
brought on board Italian full-
back Christian Panuccl in an
attempt to shore up one of the
worst defences in the champi-
onship.

MADRID, Jan
Real Madrid had
the rare distine-
tion ol not playving
a match on Sat-
tirdlay but never-
theless moved up a place 1o top
the  Spanish championship.
reports AFp

Madrid were second on goal
difference behind Valencia at
the start of the weekend. but
Valencia's 2-0 Joss at champi-
ons Deportivo La Coruna was
enough to put the European
Cup winners in front. also on
goal difference.

|4

Barcelona meanwhile saw
star plavers Patrick Kluivert.
Josep Guardiola and  Rivaldo

get on the scoresheet in a 3-1
win ar home to Real Valladolid
leaving them in fourth place

Deportivo and Valencia were
locked at 0-0 with a couple of
minutes left i the game bt
then Uruguavan Walter Pandi-
anl and Dutchman Roy Ma-
Kaay. making the most of a
defensive mistake, both found
the net for a dramatie win.

I truth, the mateh had
hardly been a classic with both
sides making mistakes
throughout the game.

Valencia's task got harder in
the second half when Romanian
striker Adrian llie was sent off
lor a second vellow card for
deliberate handball in the 651h
nminunte,

At the Non Camp stadium,

Barcelona defender Abelardo
had been sent off just before
the break though Dutchman

Kluivert put Barcelona alead in
the S51st minute.

Four minutes later however
the teams were level when Jose
Luis Caminero made the most
ol confusion 1 Barcelona's
penalty area 1o score for Valla-
dolhid

Althongh outnumbered.
Barcelona kept going forward
Aand were rewarded when both

Cuardiola and Rivaldo, who
scored his 101st Bareelona
goal. lound the net in injury
e
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Simao (L) of Bareelona being checked by Alberto Marcos of ’h’
Valladolid during their Primera Liga game at the Nou }

Camp on January 13.

MADRID, Jan 14:

pPoints)

Real Macdrid | 65
Valencia | =
Deportivo La Coruna | 8
Barcelona | 8
Real Mallorea 17

Ravo Vallecano
Alaves

Malaga

lL.as Palmas
Villarreal

Real Oviedo
Espanvol

Real Valladolicd
Real Zaragoza
Athlernie Bilbao
("¢ |141 +"n.ll_“_{l’r
Lsasulia
Nunancia
Santander
Real Sociedad
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Spanish
matches (plaved. won. drawn, lost. goals for, goals

--AFP photo

league table after Saturday's
against,
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Beckham not bargaining

LONDON. Jan 14
(Reuters): David
Beckham has de-
nied he is holding

his club Man-
chester United 1o
ransom  with excessive wage

demands

Newspaper reports over the
past weeks have suggested the
25-yvear-old midfielder wants to
quadruple his salarv to 100.000
pounds a week,

But in a report in Sunday's
News of the World Beckham
saild he had not even staried
negonating with the premier
league champions

~The truth is that no discus-
sions have taken place between
me or my representatives and
Manchester United.” he said

‘Suggestions that | have
turned down certain offers and
am making bigger deimands are
not just true. As | have repeat-
edlv said | want to stayg at Man-
chester United for as long as
thev want me to stav. But for
the moment the biggest priority

DAVID BECKHAM
is plaving football.”
Beckhaan, who led England
for the lirst tune in their last
match agamnst lialy in Novem-
ber. sard e wanted to enjoy
lurther snecess with United and
hoped to remain as national
captain under new coach Sven

Goran Eriksson.

All this speculation about
lalks breaking down and deals
st
nonsense. We have not even sat
discussed

having been rejected is

aronund a table and
anvthing

“l1 also believe
Manchester United do.
a4 new contract is in the
mer. | wainl 10 reassure
Manchester United [ans that
have not fallen ont with
club nor will 1 be greedy.”

Other British

quoted United chief

'We are not going to

salaries.”

thien there are no rules either.

“That's when vou have anar-
chy and that isn't going to hap-
We won't let

el here. It can't.

-- and 1 think
toa  --
thart the,best tune 1 talk about
St -
all

the

tabloids
executive
Peter Kenvon as saving the club
wortld not tolerate wage anar-

shy
away from mposing a limit on
Ketnivon was reported
as saving i the Sunday People
“The minute there are no linits

LONDON, Jan 14:
l/nsettled Liver-
pool striker Rob-
bie Fowler will
have to fight for
liis place to save

lhis Anhicld career. former teani-
McManaman

mate Steve hhas

STEVE McMANAMAN
urged. reports AFP.

Fowler's position as a lirst-
choice forward at Liverpool is
under threat after his involve-
ment in a late-night scufile
outside a bar and the recent
signing of Finnish international

Leboeuf
moving to
Monaco

MONACO, Jan 14: Chelsea's

Franck Leboeul of France is set
to sign for French First Division
club Monaco, a source close (o
the principality club sald on
saturday. reports AFP,

The 32-vear-old central de-

fender (v*™xpected in Monaco
on Monday to finalize the deal.

Jean-
already

Monaco  president

Campora has

Jari Litmanen.
Fowler was left out of Liver-
pool’s two cup outings in the
past week. and McManaman
believes it is time for his old pal
to get his head down and prove
the doubters wron
"My advice to %Inhhie 1S sil
Jight. work hard, get vour form
hack and show you're not a
quitter - not in a defiant 'l'my
going to cause problems' way.

“If Liverpool want to sell him
let them say that.”

McManaman was out in the
cold at Real at the start of the
season but has fought his way
back into the side and urged
Fowler to follow his example

"I see his situation now as
similar to mine earlier this sea-
son at Real Madrid.

‘It was made clear to me at
Real that I might not play. The
club needed to sell me to help
their finances and put me in

Villa after
second
Colombian

LONDON. Jan  14: Aston
Villa  mamager  Jolm Gregory
connrmnred Sundav that he is (o
step ap his bid o sign another
Colombian, Boca Juniors mid-

lielder Mauricio Serma. reports
AP
Gregorv  has  signed Juan

Fablo Angel trom River Plate for
a ¢hub  record 9.5 million
pomnds (14 million dollars)
subject 1o a mwmedical which he
will underdo on Monday

But Gregory wants to hring
m Serna, who is close friends
with Angel. as Villa's lack
strength i depth was exposed
in Saturdayv’'s 3-0 drabbing by
Liverpool.

ol

Gregory  said 1 alwavs
wanted 1o ger this one (the An-
gel deall thuashed first - and

then move anto the next one
That 1s now the case.

Hernais a pal of Angel’s but
it asn't just a case ol bringing
the two of them to Villa so that
they can help each other to
settle o e in England.

wler

position which they
would find untenable.
1 stuck it out. kept my head
down, trained hard and won
back mv place .’
If Fowler is to leave Liverpool
McManaman believes there will

hoped |

OB FOWLER
be mamy clubs wanting to stou
himn '

"Now Villa have lollowed
Chelsea with a serious bid | can
see a whole lot of clubs coming
in for Robbie.” MecManaman
sald in a column in the Daily
Telegraph newspaper. '

"His record speaks for itsell,
He's an excellent goalscorer and
Le's still only 25.7

McManaman also had a
warning for manager Gerard
Houllier should the Liverpool
boss decide the England man 1S
up lor transfer.

He said: "It is a delicate
situation because  Liverpool
would be reluctant to say he IS
for sale

“The supporters would lyneh
Houllier the day Robbie came
back and scored 10 against
them .
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