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Petit happy
at Barca

PARIS. Jan 13: Dissatistied
French midfielder Emmanuel
Petit, left out of the Barcelona
first team, warned Saturday
that he would not stav bevond
this season with the Spanish
side If he failed to gain a tean
place, reports AFP.

Petit. who was signed by the
Catalan glants from Arsenal in
the ofl-season. is unhappv be-
cause of his lack of plaving time
under Barca coach Llorenc
Serra Ferrer. but said he would
stick with the club until sea-
son's end.

"To leave mid-season would
amount to a failure in my eves.”
said the 30-vear-old world and
European champion.

"Despite offers made to me
from English and French clubs
I've rlt‘rith‘d to stav until June.”

But he warned: "I between
now and then I find that I'm not
given the chance ol expressing

mysell on the field I'll study
these oflers closely. In  the
meantime I'm not going to
comment further on my situa-
tion.”

French sides Monaco., Lvon
and Paris Saint Germain along
with English outlits Manchester
Linited and Fulham are among
the clubs reported to be inter-
ested in signing the plaver.

Villa have
an Angel

BUENOS AIRES, Jan 13:
Colombian international striker
Juan Pablo Angel finally got the

ahead for his 9.5 million
pounds (14.5 million dollars)
transfer fromm River Plate to

English Premiership club Aston
Villa on Friday. the Argentinian
club said. reports AFP.

The 25-year-old. scorer of 30
oals in 40 appearances for
Xiver Plate in the past two sea-
sons, had been expected to
move to last season's FA Cup
finalists - who are paying out a
record fee for the Striker - in
late December, but the transfer

was complicated by the facl
that Angel's agent Gustavo
Mascardi owned half of his
contract

The agent's demands for a
fee in excess of one million dol-
lars on top of hall of the trans-
fer fee initiallv led world football
governing body FIFA to block
the move,

However. River Plate presi-
dent David Pintado sald that
the final snag had been sorted
out.

"The deal was completed this
morning (Friday).

"The only problem that re-
mained to be resolved was a
clause stipulating that in the
event that Angel is transferred
in the future, he would not be
allowed to join an Argentinian
club.

“In the end. it was agreed
that if he returns to Argentina,
River Plate have arr exclusive
option on him." he added.

Angel's signing ends a long
search by Villa coach John
Gregory for a striker which in-
cluded” failed bids for Celta
Vigo's South African interna-
tional striker Benny McCarthy
and Liverpool's out of favous
England international Robbie
Fowler

Just ask Asprilla

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 13:
Controversial Colombian striker
Faustino Tino' Asprilla knocked
a player out cold after an oppo-
nent threw two punches at him
- and sald he was used to such

rough and tumble after two
vears of ‘'war-like’ football in
England with Newcastle. re-
ports AFP.

Asprilla. who had two up-
and-down years with Newcastle
under Kevin Keegan and Kenny
Dalglish before rejoining Italy's
Parma. is now with Brazillan
side Fluminense and lost his
cool after a defender twice de-
liberately hit him in a so-called
friendly on Thursday.

Sports daily Lance quoted
Asprilla as saving that there
was only so much provocation
anvone could take

"Why should I be a saint and
keep silent when people thump
me?" asked the Colombian, who
was sent home from the France
98 World Cup for indiscipline.

Asprilla said a defender from
modest outfit Friburguense had
twice hit him in off the ball in-

cidents and he felt he had to
defend himself.
‘It made my blood boil. It

was only a training match but
they were playing like it was the
World Cup final.

"But football's a man's game.
I guess it's part of the game,
But when they hit me off the
ball I get mad.” though he said
the two men had had a friendly
word and an embrace at the
end.

All for nothing

MARSEILLE. France, Jan
13: Marseille striker Ibrahima
Bakayoko looked set to leave
the club after paying his own
way back from the Ivory Coast
on Friday to find he was not in

the squad for their match
against Toulouse, reports AFP.
The 26-year-old former

Everton player. who made his
name at Montpellier before his
move to England. was close (o
tears at traininfi after returning
when the troubled west African
country's 2002 African Nations

Cup qualifier against Sudan
was postponed,
“I'm not even in the squad. |

came back for this," said Ba-
kavoko.

‘I telephoned to tell them |
was coming back and nothing
was sald.” he added.

Bakavoko, who was placed
on the transfer list in the sum-
mer before winning a reprieve
from then coach Abel Braga but
has failed to impress his suc-
cessor Javier Clemente, began
to vent his fury at the Marsellle
coaching staff but was led away
by teammate Djamel Belmadi.
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‘Maradona says it all

ROME, Jan 13;
Argentine football
legend Diego Ma-
radona took «
swipe on Friday at
his homeland and
praised Cuba, the country that
nursed him back to health after
liis  much-documented heart
problems last year, reports AFP.

Maradona, appearing on
popular gameshow "Dove (i
orta 1l cuore” (go where vour
ieart takes vou) slammed Ar-
gentina's human rights record
which he said compared unfa-
vourably with that ot the Com-
munist island state,

“When Argentina voted
against Cuba (to back the trade
embargo) | Was deeply

ashamed.” he told hostess Milly
Carlucel.

‘I felt bad as an Argentine.
Argentina has no right to vote
against anyvthing becanse with
us 30.000 people have disap-
peared.

"And in Argentina, people
who have no money die. not in
Cuba. Cuba is an example.”

Maradona also espoused
family values when he sald he
was worried about his daugh-
ters Dalma and Glannina now
they are reaching the age where
they go out at night-time.

‘1 let Dalma go out at niglht
but at midnight 1 go and get
her. If | ever see her crying be-
cause of something a fiance did
to her then the fiance would
have an accident.”

Maradona also lambasted di-
rectors ol his former elub Na-
poli, ending speculation that he
would be given an ambassado-
rial role lor the Italian first divi-
sion outlit.

Maradona in particular tar-
geted Napoli director Corrado
Ferlaino whom he blamed for
the collapse of negotiations
after he met club president
Giorgio Corbelli at a top Rome
hotel.

'l gave himranother chance,”
said Maradona in reference to
Ferlaino.

"But once again he betraved
me. | am sorry but | can't work
at Napoli alongside such a per-
Son

‘In December when | came
to Rome | had dinner with Fer-
laino and brought my family
with me.

‘Il would not have done the
same thing for Bill Clinton. In
return he has betraved me
again: Ferlaino thinks only of
money and not the good of Na-
poli.’

Corbelli was more
spect in his reaction

It was a calm meeting and
at the end we decided to take
time to think about it," Corbellf
said.

"Currently there are not the
conditions for the project we

circum-

have talked about in the last
few days,.” he added.

The Napoli president also
defended his boardroom col-

league Ferlaino

"Ferlaino is Napoli Football
Club... it is he (Maradona) who
wanted this (the split). Napoli
must go forward.” he said.

The title of the programme
might have appeared providen-
tial piven the heart problems
that almost ended his life last
vear but he was in a good
mood, embracing children, jug-
gling a football and then an
orange and telling Carlueel "You
get more beautiinl every time |
see youl.

However, Maradona did refer

to his brush with death last
year.
Pointing up to heaven he

sald: "The fellow with the bearcd
(God) told e not to die. It's

RSARICS

reassure them.

1 had to phone Argentina to
reassiue them | had not been
shot. | have broad shoulders
Lut it gets worse every tine "

The player insisted however
that the tax police who had

rected him at Fhumicino had
een very nice”,

Maradona's outburst ended
any talk of a job with Napoll but
he had given a hint of his dis-
cnchantment with Ferlaino the
night before after his shock
encounter with the tax authori-
lies,
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Argentine football legend Diego Maradona addresses a press

hriefing in Rome on January 12.

because during my life I have
not hurt other people but just
mvself.’

" But the tone was generally
lighter after the emotional press
conference earlier and a turbu-
lent 24 hours since he arrived
in Italy.

He was served with a writ for
tax fraud of up to 24.6 million
dollars as he walked through
Rome’'s Fiumicino airport on
Thursday.

And an Friday's press con-
ference 40-year-old Maradona,
who won two Italian titles with
Napoli -and alimost singlehand-
edly led Argentina to the 1986
World Cup. admitted his morale
had hit rock bottom after call-
ing his lamily in Argentina to

— AFP photo

"The problems with the tax
authorities do not concern me
but Napoll and (club director)
Corrado Ferlaino.," Maradona
said,

"In my contract it was writ-
ten in big letters that Napoli
had to pay my bill. Let them go
and collect (the money] from
Ferlaino because he was in
charge ol the club when | was
filling the stadium with 100,000

people.”
After finally being allowed to
leave the” airport the Latin

American then went to spend
the evening with Italy's favour-
ite gameshow host Raffaella
Carra - who had an interna-
tional hit in her vouth with "Do
it again (with love)”

Sport

Iran may play 2
US friendlies

TEHRAN. Jan 13;: lran's
popular  Pirouzi football club
will play two friendlies in the
United States In March, news-
paper reports said on Saturday.
reports AFP. '

Plronzi, one of the most
popular sides in football-mad
lran, will play a match against
the Los Angeles Galaxy, the
Iran News sald.

oeven  players  and  both
managers  Ifrom Pironzi and
Fehran  neigbours Esteghlal

were slapped with heavy sus-
pensions and fines earlier this
month after a bad-tempered
derby sparked violent fan riot-
g,

The paper quoted Pirouzi
manager Nasser Ebrahimi. who
was given a six-month ban by
the Iranian football federation,
saving the friendlies would be
held In March. It did not sayv
who the other opponent would
be,

Iran and the United States
have not had diplomatic rela-
tlons since April 1980, several
months after Islamic radicals
stormed the US embassy in
Tehran and took the staff hos-
tage.

Los Angeles, however, has
one of the largest Iranlan expa-
triate conmnunities in the world.

PSG play down
Ronaldinho
Sty

FARIS, Jan 13 (AFP): Paris
Saint Germain,  struggling to
relaunch  their fading season.

denied reports Friday that they
have signed Brazilian interna-
tional Ronaldinho de Assis
Moreira. nicknamed "Gaucho",

French radio station Sport
O'FM said Ronaldinho, out of
contract at Gremio of Porto
Alegre next month, had agreed
a live-vear contract.

Sport O'FM said Ronaldinho,
who turns 21 in March and who
recently turned down offers ol
much-improved contract with
Gremio worth round 30.000
dollars a week, could be in ac-
tion for PSG within the week.

But PSG said the report was
unfounded,

"PSG wish to deny the story
carricd today on a Parisian ra-
dio station according to which
Ronaldinho has been officially
taken on by Paris Saint Ger-
main,” a club statement said.

|

French First Division

PARIS, Jan 13
Lens' Argentinian
striker Esteban
Fuertes on Friday
lit up the [irst
French league
maich after the three-week
winter break but ultimately
failed to prevent the match with
Lyon vlulm& 0-0. reports AFP.
The hard fought point moved
Lyon up to fourth place ahead
of Bordeaux on goal difference,
though Bordeaux can leapfrog
them by just taking a point at
Guingamp on Saturday.

In a highly competitive game

in front of a near-capacity
crowd at Lens' Felix-Bollaert
stadium. Fuertes, who was

signed last vear for six million
dollars from English Premier-
ship club Derby after doubts
arose there about the authen-

January 12.

Lens, Lyon shar

ticitv of his passport, gave
Lvon's Brazilian central de-
fender Edmilson a torrid night.
In  two almost identical
chances in the first half Fuertes
skilfully controlled two long
passes on his chest inside the
Lyon penalty area, before turn-
ing his marker and shooting

sharply.
But he blasted the first
chance over the bar and al-

though *Lyon goalkeeper Greg-
ory Coupet was beaten by the
second shot, the ball rebounded
off the crossbar.

The second-half lacked the
bite of the first and Fuertes was
replaced in the 70th minute by
Antoine Sibierski. who came
close to breaking the deadlod |
for the 1998 French f‘lli”l]]lhr”a
with a free Kkick which rolled
just past the post in the dying
nminutes
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Lvon had their best chalce
early in the first half when
Stecd Malbranque's close-range
shot was parried by Lens goal-
keeper Guillaume Warmuz.

Lvon's French international
Vikashh Dhorasoo had his ap-
peals for a penalty turned down
despite seemingly being tripped
in the box by Ferdinand Coly as
he raced towards the goal.

Edmilson completed a for-
gettable night by totally mi-
skicking after Cameroon inter-
national Marc-Viven Foe had
headed down a cross into his
path just metres from the Lens
goal.

Lens moved into eighth place
after the match, but will proba-

DIy he dislodged when the hulk
ol the league programme takes
place on Saturdav, when lead-
crs  Nantes  face [2th-placed
\uxerre

i Pon

Len’s Elhadji Diouf (L) tangles with a Lyon player during their First Division encounter on
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Net thugs

MILAN, Jan 13: Internet us-
ers are belnF encouraged (o
shop Itallan football hooligans
to the police in a new anti-
violence campaign launched by
a leading website on Friday.
reports AFP,

Fininvest's site -
wWww. jumpy.it - is publishing
images of unnamed hooligans
filmed while committing acts ol
violence and is encouraging
surfers who recognise the cul-
prits to either contact the web-
tiasters or inform the police of
who they are.

The images can be found by
accessing the MyTg window on
the website and then clicking
on the 'specialil’ section.

Supporters are also invited
to submit their own photo-
raphs or videos of fans misbe-
ﬁaving to the Milan office of the
company for publication on the
web.

Crowd misbehaviour is a
regular occurrence in Italy and
the serious incidents before,
during and after last weekend's

clash in Rome between Lazio
and Napoli have fuelled calls for
a crackdowr.

AT

Japan bring in
the French
Connection

PARIS. Jan 13: France coach
Roger Lemerre and former Paris
Saimt  Germain boss Philippe
Isergeroo have been called in to
help  the Japanese national
lootball squad prepare for their
World Cup campaign, reports
AFP.

European title-winning
coach Lemerre has been invited
by long-time friend and Japan
coach Philippe Troussier and
the Japanese Football Federa-
tion to take part In a coaching
seminar in Tokyo until January
|7

Former French international
goalkeeper Bergeroo has ac-
cepted an (nvitation to examine
nine Japanese goalkeepers from
February 18-24.

Following his stay in the To-
kKvo suburb of Tsukuba, Le-
merre will then travel to a
thermal spa at the southern
Island of Kvushu where the
French squad with train before
defending their World Cup title
in 2002,

Frenchman Troussier told
sports daily L'Equipe: "Philippe
Bergeroo possesses a past and
an experience at this level
which will be useful for us. |
asked him to come to carefully
examine nine goalkeepers.

I'm just after getting the
green light from my federation
and Philippe will be with us, as
well  as  Jean-Plerre  Paclet
(French youth team doctor) next
month for our training camp.”

Ht*rﬁ:f*rou. 46, who rescued
PSG when he took over in May
1999 to guide them into the
Champlons League for the first
time this season, paid the price
for a dreadful run early this
season and was sacked early
December, :

Bergeroo  sald:  "Philippe
Troussler telephoned me for two
things. To carry out the exami-
nation, but also to share my
personal experience during the
1986 and 1998 World Cup, in
which 1 participated as player
and goalkeeper coach, with the
Japanese players"
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LONDON. Jan 13;
England's  fickle
foothall media
heaped praise on
mcoming national
: team manager
Sven Goran-Eriksson Saturday,
swooning In unison after the
swede's polished display at his
first full press conference, re-
ports AFP.

Eriksson, who was thrust
into the England job six months
ahead of schedule after quittin
Lazio earller this week, receive
flowing  reviews across the

oard after being presented to
the press on Friday.

The mass-selling tabloid The
Sun - which in the past has
been responsible for some of
the most relentlessy vitriolic
canipaigns  against  English
managers - Irumpeted on Its
hack page: “We're right behind
vou Mr Eriksson!”

The paper told its readers:
"While some sad papers have
poured scorn on the appoint-
ment of the new England coach,
The Sun is backing him all the
Way.

The Sun praised Eriksson's
performance in Friday's intro-
duciory press conference at the
English FA's headquarters.

‘For the first time this sea-
son we had a quality perforui-
ance from England.” the paper
observed.

‘Sven Goran Eriksson han-
dled his opening day with an
assturance we have not come to
expeet  from  our managers.
Gone are Glenn Hoddle's ‘them
bovs' and Kevin Keegan's mis-
placed passion.

seems o know
talking about -
first.” the paper

"Eriksson
what he s
whiaelt s a
conmnented.

The Daily Mail said that
behind  Eriksson's  "silky fa-
cade.. is a will of pure Swedisl
slegl”

“The charm offensive was
clever. As a stranger in a
strange land, Erlksson's first

press conderence was a talk in
rather than the bark-back ses-
stons which characterised the

T

SVEN GORAN-ERIKSSON
last meetings with an ever-immore
paranoid Keegan.

‘Instead of some alien
has been beamed down to im-

wlio

Ittle
came

pose  superior skill on

Englanders. Eriksson

across anold simootlhife.”
Most papers made referciice
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to a lone protestor outside |4
headquarters on Friday
dressed as a Britlsh John 3y
(n full Union Jack regalia,

“The man in the John Gy
outfit outside 25 Soho Square
was au - cmbarrssing reuindes
of the blinkered tmperial s
we are surely trving 1o ESCape
. evenl In the vear 2001 we
have Colonel Blimp and his
one-cyed Rule Britannja re.
minding us of all our vester.
dayvs.” The Sun reported.

The Daily Telegraph salqd
Eriksson's press-confereries
charm had been an articulate
response to the one-man pro.
test.

“The first foreigner to ynap.
age England marched info |y
new office vesterday, past the
stuntman in the Union Jack
outfit ... andoutlined his plans
to cure the lame Three Lions.

‘Alter hearing the Swede's
thoughtful words, the xenopho-
bic outpourings of the map
outside just seemed like a Joad

of* old John Bull” the paper
staled.
But the Daily  Mirror

sounded a note of caution, Tle
newspaper. which had (e |
scribed Eriksson as a loser car-?,l
lier this week, praised the dis-
plav of the former Lazio eoacly.
However the Mirror wamed ‘.
ol possible rough times ahead. |
"Whatever he does, Eriksson
knows he will never be able (g
disguise - nor want to - his na. = |
tionality, and there will always
be some who will use it against
him. wanting him to fajl stmply
because he is a foreigner.,” the
paper said.

LONDON.
Lngland's
manager Sver)
Goran  Eriksson
sald on Fridav all
falk of selection.
lormation, tactics. preparation
and captaincy was on hold un-
il he had had time to get (o
know the players, reports
Reuters.

The Swede met the English
media at the FA's headgquarters
In central London but refused
to be drawn on his ideas for
reviving the national team's
fortunes.

Eriksson begins his tour on
Saturday when he watches
West Ham United against Sun-
derland and will take in Ipswich
Town against Leicester City. He
will get his first look at Man-
chester United when they play
Aston Villa at Old Trafford next
week.

‘Let e see as many players
as possible first.” he said.

1 haven't had the chance to
see too much English football
with what was happening at
Lazio but Tord Grip (Eriksson's
assistant] has been here for a
lew months and has seen many
plavers.

"He has told me about many
voung plavers | don't know and
| think the future should be
good for the national team.”

Although reluctant to pro-
vide a list of likely contenders,
Eriksson did name West Ham
midfielder Joe Cole. Manchester
United defender Wes Brown
Leeds United goalkeeper Paul
Robinson and Liverpool duo
Emile Heskey and Steven Ger-
rard as plavers Grip had rec-
ommended.

‘But you can't win without
experience and England also
have plavers with a great deal
of experience of playing at the

Janls
1ew

top level regularly.” Eriksson
added
"Beckham and Scholes are

world class players — any man-
ager in the world would say so -
but it is up to every plaver to
show me he is good enough.”

Eriksson sajd it was wrong
to label him as a 4-4-2 man. "At
Lazio last vear we often played
4-3-3 or 4-5-1. | am always
lexible. not mayvbe when I was
voung but definitely now.

‘But you select your best
plavers and then select vour
system.”

Eriksson said it was the
same with tactics. pre-match
preparation and the choosing of
a captain. "First [ inust pick my
players and worry about the
other aspects later,” he said.

England's last game. a 1-0
defeat to [taly, saw Beckham
captain the side for the first
time but the job appears very
much up for grabs.

Arsenal coach Arsene Wen-
ger sald on Friday he consid
eredd Tony Adams a naural

~champipnship

No need to rush thing

captain but warmned that Eriks-
son might not consider the 34-
vear-old plaver as part of Eng-
Land < Tature.

Hie might have other plans
lic lias soje ﬁuud youngsters
coming  throwgh.” =~ <afe e

Frenchiman.

‘Eriksson might be lucky in
that he is arriving at the right
time."”

The Swede himself said he
was confident of tuming
around England’'s World Cup
qualifving campaign, starting
with the games against Finland
and Albania in March.

‘We still have six games to
play and of course we can win
themnm.

‘We have to improve and |
will listen to what previous
England managers have to say
when [ meet them with their
clubs over the next few weeks.

Glenn Hoddle (Southamp-
ton), Terry Venables
brough) and Bobby Robson
INewcastle United) are all now
in rharf_e of premier league
clubs while Graham Tavlor is
back aft first division Watford.

"l don't want to criticise
those before me and everything
I have done before is also now
history.

“In football - for the players
and for me - you have to show
every day.

"People can have their opin-
ions on me and | can only reply
by winning games."

FACTFILE

LONDON, .lan |3 IAFP):
FFactfile on Sven Goran Eriks-
son. who said Frudav as he was
officially presented as England
coach that he was confident he
could lead the team through to
the World Cup finals in 2002.
Sven Goran Eriksson
1948: Born Torsbyv.
February 5.

1975: Finishes plaving career in
Sweden with his only club. De-
gerfors.

1976: Takes over as coach at
Degerfors.

1979: Takes over as coach of
IFK Gothenburg.

1979: Wins Swedish Cup.

1981: Wins Swedish title.

1982: Wins Swedish Cup.

1982: Quits Gothenburg to join
Benfica.

1983: In his first season with
Benfica, wins Portuguese
and domestic
cup. but loses in final of the
UEFA Cup to Anderlecht.

1984: Wins Portuguese cham-
pionship again, before taking
over al Roma.

1986: Wins Coppa Italia (the
ltalian Cup) in his second sea-
son in charge at Roma.

Sweden.

1987 Leaves Roma to join ltal-
"1 rivals Fiorentima.
| 98Y: Kejoms Bentfica
990 Takes Benficn
pean € ap finall bul

o Euro-
his side

(Middles-.-

1

jose 100 100 AC Milan.
|99 \Wins Portugiese cliam-

i onship tor the third time.

19492 Leaves Benfica (o join
Saunpdoria. '

1904 Wins Coppa htalia.

159596 Announced as jnew |

Blackburn manager. but unable |
to join until the summer of |
1997 due to contractual obliga-
tions with Sampdoria and later
changes his mind.

1997: Joms Lazio. {
1998: Wins Coppa ltalia and
Italian Super Cup.

1990.  Wins  European  Cup
Winners Cuap and UEFA Super
f?ll];

2000: Wins lralian Sere A title
and Coppa ltalia.

October: Agrees five-yvear con-
tract to become first foreign
manager of the English national .
team from summer of 2001 . -
December 5 - Lazio lie bottom of
Champions League Group D
following a }-0 defeal i Rome !
Lo Leeds.

December 17 - Lazio lose honie
Rome derby agamst bitter nvals
and Serie A leaders Roma 1-0. i

2001: January 7 - Lazio lose 2-
I at home to Napoli. making it
six defears in their last nine
games. 1
2001: January 9 - Resigns as
Lazio manager. leaving hun free
to take up England post intne-
(liately

Daum reveals it

COLOGNE, Germanv. Jan
133:- Disgraced German foctball
coach Christoph Daum admit-
ted taking cocaine Fridav after
returning from a three-month

self-imposed exile in Florida, f
reports AFP
Former Baver Leverkusen

coach Daum had been lined up
1o take control of the Gernnan
national team in June but was
ruled out of contention amid

allegations of cocaine-fuelled
orgies with prostitutes.
Daum had initially denied

the allegations but was caught
out after analysis of a hair
sample suggested he had taken
illegal drugs. A second test
proved inconclusive,

But on returning from the
United States. Dawun told a
press conference here Friday: "l
admit ‘I have taken cecaine in
the past.

‘I took the drug in private.
There's no question of me being
an addict or being ill as a side-yi
effect.” the 47-vear-old added. '

‘I am aware of the scope of

this error and I am ready (o
assunmie  responsiblity for it
Daum said.

ECarlier this week Daum

called for the matter to be re-  § &
solved and said he was anxious
to resume his coaching career
Rudi Voller. who has suc-
cesshully  stepped into  the
breach as  German  national
coach, said he was pleased but
sturprised to see Daum retur.
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Former Bayer Leverkusen and national team coac
conference on January 12. Daum admitted that he took cocaine.

h Christophe Daum gestures during a press

— AFP photo



