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Tracing The History of Photojournalism

Famous photojournalist Robert Pledge's slide presentation at Alliance Francaise
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By Fayza Haq

OBERT Pledge from New
York. a curator of the
"Chobil Mela®, savs, T've

been In photojournalism for 30
years. I've been all over the world.
I started working in France and
then | moved to USA several years
later in 73 where | started a ple
ture agency. Since then I've been
nvolved In exhibitions, work-
shops, seminars and lestivals in

almoest every conlinent from
Mexico to Argentina, USA and
Canada, all over Europe includ

ing France . ltaly. Finland, Hol-

land, Germany and the former
Eastern Block, China, Japan,
India and Alrica. My original
background Is that of an anthro

palogist and linguist , specializing
in Wesl Alrica, and | got caught
up in journalism.

1T was born in London ol an
English ftather French
mother. | was born in the middle
of the war and lived my lirst vears
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| did my college and
and

in London
university studies in Paris

then went to New York which is a

country on its own a separate
entity from the rest ol USA being
the most cosmopolitan of cities. |
began a photo agency, a little like

Drik in Dhaka, with about 20
photographers.

“As the curator of two of the
"Chobi Mela" and the first retro-
spective ol the World Press Foun-
datlon in Amsterdam an exhibi-
tion which I put together in 1988
for the 30th anniversary of that
prestigious foundation in Holland
and every year | update it, with
changes and redesigns and this
yvear it Is travelling Poland, south
Alrica, Bangladesh. 1 also

designed the exhibition called o o

‘The War We Forgot’ which Is
unique in the history of photogra-
phy bringing together over 20
photographers, Today most of
them established and well known
and are primarily from Bangla-
desh and India but also from
France, England and USA, who
were the maln contingent of the
photographers. There might have
been others but we weren't able to
find them. Sometimes the collec-
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people concerned are a bit anx-

body In

their generation in
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The Central Kachi- §
Kanchar Mela plans to cele- |
brate birth annfversary of |
Shilpa-Charya Zainul
Abedin, Poet Jasimuddin
and Sclentist Dr Abdullah Al-
Mull Sharafuddin through
claborate programmes. A
g&li:ﬂng competition will

place on J 19
a poetry n ses-
slon on January 20, while a
two daylong science fair will
be held on January 19 and
20 at the of the
Central Kachi-Kanchar Mela
at37/A ha.

Poet Shamsur Rahman
and renowned artist Kalam
Mahmud will be present as
guests of honour and distril-
ute prizes among the suc-

cessful participants onJanu-
ary 26 at the auditorium of

the Central Kachi-Kanchar

Don McCullin

Photo: Don McCullin/Contact Press Images

tlon came from houses and stu-
dios and sometimes from agen-
cies with which the photogra-
phers are affiliated such as 'Drik'
and 'Begart’.

"All the prints are done from
the original negatives. This is
exceptional in this kind of situa-
tion. People were incredibly gen-
erous and willing to cooperate.
The materials had to be searched
out and put together. They were
printed in seven or eight different
labs In New York, London, Paris,
New Delhi and Dhaka separately
and we had to bring everything
together to make this exhibition a
unique event as it presents one
subject taken by a diverse group
ol photographers.

"I think that the 'Chobl Mela' is
a very important event and hav-
ing been around with photogra-

ious about something this big.
But the quality of work and the
level of motivation on the part of
organizers and the efforts and
energy spent to make it a success
are tremendous. What we are
seeing is not just very good but Dr
Shahidul Alam was able to get
major institutes, galleries and
museums to participate whole-
heartedly which is a very difficult
thing to do as people tend to get
anxious as it might not be a suc-
cess and might not reflect well
upon them. The quality of the
work presented was incredibly
high and was promising.

1 also saw the students in
Patshala’, who were very much
involved and they were both
talented and smart, who , in my
view, could compete with any-

Europe and USA, which have
much stronger traditions in
terms of photography. Photogra-
phy, everywhere in the world
loday Is consldered a very impor-
tant means of art form and means
of expression. It ook a long time
for this to happen.”

Speaking about his slide show
at the Alllance Francaise, Pledge
says,” This has been done with
the help of Alllance Francaise and
Patshala’ so that there was a
diverse crowd. The main theme
was how the whole world of pho-
lography has changed as with the
increasing importance of televi-
sion which functions 24 hours
today all over the world and is the
primary source of visual informa-
tion for most people. There is the
emergence of the internet that
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mation and also visual informa-
tion.

“The slides primarily were the
works of photographers with
whom I have been working for the
last 25 years which include Don
McCullin, the British war photog-
rapher, Annie Leibouilz, Ameri-
can ‘'star’ photographer,
Sebastiao Salgado, the Brazilian
social documentary photogra-
pher and David Burnett, Ameri-
can pholojournalist of great
reputation. Through their photo-
graphs I will show how changes
have taken place and there has
been the shift from black and
white to colour. I show how pho-
tographers work in a very differ-
ent way today than when there
was no television and internet,
and the big illustrated magazines
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like ‘Life’, 'Paris Match' and the
Sunday Times' were the primary
source of visual discovery for
most people.

‘I showed what photography
can do thal is complimentary to
the TV and internet. The evolu-
tion of magazines and newspa-
pers records a change of techinol-
ogy. The end of the cold war with
the fall of the Berlin Wall have
brought In different international
relations where communication
is much faster and everybody
knows what Is happening at the
other end of the world immedi-
alely. This was not the case ten
years ago and even less so forty or
fifty years ago. One of the major
role of newspapers and photogra-
phy in the printed media has
changed tremendously”.
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Exhibition

Selected Indonesian exhi-
bitlons titled Images from
Antara News Agency, The
Children of Timore Lorosa'e
and The Transflixed Specta-
tor are being held at the
Gallery Chitrak, House#21,
Road#4, Dhanmondl.

The exhibition will run till
January 14 from 10:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m. everyday.

Artexhibition |
Alka mathur and Naresh
kapuria's joint show opens |

P | L QT at Bengal Gallery
phy tor 30 years and having been Y onJanuary18. Alka Mathur
_m many placﬁ*&s I was very b is a familiar name in the
impressed as I feared there might Dhaka art circle. These two
o amatesand e wou s TR il s
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Rahein Na Rahein
Hum 11:00 Rahi Badal
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Shabana Azmui) 12:30
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Masala 1:00 TSN 1:30
Gharwali Uparwali
2:00 Kabhi Kabie Mere
Ghar Mein Bhuchaal
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