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Brave Lizarazu

MUNICH. Germany. Jan 1 .2;
Franc« ad Bavern  AMunich
detender Bixente Lizarza  will

vtend his club’s winter training
camp in Malaga, Spain, despite
recent  threats  from Basque
separatist group ETA. a clab
oflicial Thursday, reports AFP.

Lizarazu. who was born in
Saint-Jean-de-Luz 11 the
French Basque country, cur-

rently has two bodyvgnards, but
was given the green light to go
to Malaga by Spanish police.

The World and European
champion will take part in
Bayvern's friendly match Friday
against a Maltese seleet. in
Valletta, and will remain with
the team at their training base
in Malaga prior to the league
restart on January 26

On Monday officials from the
CGerman champlons had sug-
gested that Lizarazu could pos
sibily miss the camp

In December Lizarazus par-
ents received a letter saving
that their 31-vear-old son must
pay a “revolutionary tax” be
cause he played m the FIdiInII.I]
team ol an enemy state

Liverpool
reject bid
for Fowler

LONDON. (Jan 12: Liverpool

have rarmed down a 12 mdldon
PO ) mitibion dollar! hid
?" I 1.11] i I’I'J"-llll' Il
Aty Nauldla o JdArker Kol
Fowler, reports ARV
! miove by A\l boss JdJohmn
(e it B LS 11e |30
posed  translon River Plats
siril unan Fabl \vigel ol
Lapserd
S1IL IVE M nianagen
Gierard Houllier dismiassed the
hicl, claimmg \s soon as |
heard that the Ao | deal had
collapsed | expected some Kind
| approach lron ton Villa, so
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Rude awekenjng
for Rok duo

N L =1 J AN 2
- orea hin Jung Hwan
hina's Ma Ming Yu are
11nadl ' S ) { with Italian
Fir : . . Perugia |Is
something Of Al ordeal
Gazzetto llo Sport reported
Fridd reports Al'P

E ":_—_]J-.' was th club thai
prop led ]-.l$;1li* - midtielder
Hidetoshi Nakata iready a
1} ir in his homeland - on
the road to global stardomm be-
fore l1is 111 & 1 \S Roma

But  thi 1l latest two
\s1ian  import 1 finding it
hard t il a look-in and while
Alhin is doing his best 1o adapt
Ma ha ven stopped trving to
learm lalian

_!"‘_ ‘74 adinits he Wwas
move (o tears in his early davs
at thie club

Tl first month | had a
dreadiul intereprete; he exe
plained (Perupla coach Serse)
Cosml would say do not PASS
the ball back and he would

translate
ball back

Ahn has found it hard to pel
pack inn plans altey

it as ‘always pass the

IS0 5

appearing in his club’s first two
games ol the secason partly
because modest Perugia are

exceeding expectations and in a
comfortable midtable position

But Cosml insists he is still
part of his plans, saving: "l
will get over it, he will become a
greal player.”

The future looks less bright

for Ma, who this week scored a
brlllant goal for the Chiness
national team in their 6.3
iriendly defeat by Lazio af

Rome's Olympic Stadium

But midfielder Ma admitted
‘It will not change my life at
Perugia. Here they are all betier
than ne .’
Dubbed 'monno’ (granddad)
Nis team-mates because e
considerably older than
his 30 vears Ma has abandoned
any attempt to learn the lan
guage and eschews social con
tact with his team-mates pre
ferring o in the Chinese
restaurant above which he lives
with his wife

The fact that thelr thiree-
year-old daunghter had 1o stay
i China does not make e any
cCasi&g -

by
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Cosmt no longer any-

thing to me.” sald Ma
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tnothall
I e Ma-
radona arnived in
ltalv on Thursda
evening and was

IHURITL

o X ]lll“lt' walting
lor hme ol Fiumicino  alrport
that he was being investigated
for an alleged tax fraud ol
vound 246 illion  dollars.

reports AFP
Maradona promptly laid the

blame for the problem at the
door of his former club side
Napol. telling Radio Mitre: "The

problems with the tax authori-
ties do not concern me but Na-
poli and (elab director) Corrado
Ferlaino

Fhert no that
mvestigalors are looking at the

1S

‘-H'LLL‘=*-~I‘IHII

lub or Ferlamo in their -
guiries but Maradona contin-
ued 11 myv contract it was

written in big letters that Napol
had to pay my bill. Let them g

el llect (the money) hrom
Ferlaine becanse he was in
charge ol the club when | was
itling T stacinm vitl)
1 O0) Q0 I"'rl'

unnsial
lor Miara-

It was certainly an
weleominge conunitties
(1oL

[l A0OO

vear=-old., who alnosd
pnelehomdediy mspired Argen
tuy o the | 986G World Cup
traphiy. armved on a Hight via
Madrid from Bucenos Alres bul
around 20 oflicers were waiting
for hun and asked him dis-
creetly to accompany them
an office where the papers were
served
Maradona
month was
Brazilian legend
greatest lootbhaller
Century. had to sign a docu-
ment saving he had been
served with the clahm and then
left. elearly upset by the turn ol

evellls

(8

wlhio onlv  last
voted alongside
Pele as the

in the 20th

It is always the same ston
when | come back to  ltaly
Maradona sawd, joking: 1 have
ot got the money on e at the
nioment

| am e and oo 1
e issiin LA 11 LN
daughters  and 1 ; il i
.'\.I}_;t'li']hn () T SIRETRL il

il

NOTHING NEW! Football idol Diego Maradona being Surrounded by Italian tax police on his
at Romes Fiumicino airport on January 11,

~ AFP photo

Diego on familiar ground!

cleal bat it s all just a storm in
hi 1[']
Ve

o B A li

el I

the order hatd heen
a phalanx ol police es
corted the plaver « dressed m .
erecn shirt and beige trousers -

through a crowd of jounrnalists

and cameramen  in chaotie
scenes and Maradona, accon-
panied by his manager Gun-
Hermo Coppola, then got into a
pgrey van  that  whisked him
awav 1o Ko

he Argentinian,. who  lasi
VEAD recovered (romm severe

heart problemns, was in laly 1o
Ilfrl]'llirlr' A series ol commento-

rative medals for his 40th
hirthday in a commercial deal
and was also scheduled to ap

pear on a popular Halian televi-
SIOn programine

It hins also been h||--1lt"'
that Maradona will avteaned N
ol ~ Faest DIvisiioonn @ vt

it i I SUTRE ALY LA b

et ey b pehirnneel oes ~112

bis A il 1IN b er-
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Wity e lub he hal 10 two
ko fitles

Serie A preview

Roma

I "-. | |\ I11ﬂ|. ?I._I

| Roma look 1o
“ norease thei
! ‘. | I.IHLLIH' hold Ol
i ‘* 25T ltalian First

Division on Sun-
'i.i‘. ‘.','II]L the |¢‘.ui

T— — - e ———

rs hwostmg ailing Bari in a
match that could see themm con-
ceivably stretch their lead to 11

mits. reports AFP

irlo  Ancelotti. coach )
ond-placed Juventus, de-
lared this week that the race
for the Scudetto was now a two-
horse race between his team
and Romma
But Ancelotti knows that il
luve slip up in their homt
match against seventh-placed
lolopna and Fabio ( d]Jt'“f“""
Roma prevail that not many

punters will put their shirt on

the Zebras to rein in the thor
oughbreds fromm the ltalian
capit 1

But while Roma's imperial
march rowards what would be
lirst title in 18 yvears continues
there wall be two interesting
sideshows in the weekend's
Serie A progranmmne as two lor-
mer national coaches Dino Zoll
and Arrigo Sacchi mark thei;
return (o frontline manags
ment

And fate has consplired to
ensure both Zoifl and Sacchi
will be revisiting battlefields
where they have previoush

covered themselves in glon

Zoll. who took the coaching
vacancy at Lazio left by Sven
Goran bEriksson's departure for
England, takes the Italian
champions to Udinese in his
native Friulli region the club
where the 'E‘l?;-:'_* World ( up
winner began his legendany
career back in 1961

italian

Udinese's mterna

tional midfielder Stefano Flore
jaces the team that he is
scheduled to join in the sum
nier but reports persist that

Lazio prestdent Serglo Cragnotti

11t Lidhinese's Sugarn daddy
Gianipanio Poz have agreed 1o
bring 1le oy lorward and
that it will take place tmmed)

ately alter the match
Sacchi also returns
happy hunting ground
bepins his  second stint
charge ol Parma with
evening s maitch against
Milan at the San Siro
of his greatest trinmphs in his
davs as AC Milan coach

1id ol
e
i1l
w2Ll))CHeN
Inter

the s

B

Cll

S>acchi ended his first spell
at Parma when both coach
and club were unknowns (O
move to Milan where he lifted
the u]t‘-t']JIHIL{ glants 1« becone
the best club side in the world

I he COACl has 1101 saidd
whether he will impose his la-
voured 4-4-2 formation on the

Parma side bequeathed him by
the sacked Alberto Malesani as
Lie bids to add to the
on  Inter's beleaguered
Marco Tardelli

acchi's former side AC Mi-
lan, meanwhile, visit Fiorentina
in a match that hias
something of a mmanagerial sub
plol

Milan Alberto Zas
cheroni is stalling on signing a
new contract - reportedly over a

I'Ifl'a\-utl]‘r-
Cicle 11

rl.-l"-.il

coach

clause that savs it will not be
binding on the club if the Ros-
soneri faill to gualify for next

vear s Champions League
And sources emanating from

the boardroom say that Milan
have earmarked Fiorentina's
Turkish coach Fatihi Terim

himsell holding out on signing
an option lor next season
their new man should "Zac' part
with the elub he led to the titl
WO seasolls APO

And just
chiavellian

= B

to show how Ma-
the world of lalian

football management is Zac-
cheroni upped the ante i his
ontract negotiations when Iy
recently confirmed he had met

Inter clhinirni

Morattl in a restaurant

Viassimo

ictating terms

Hie msisted the meetinge was
icadental bat it fuelled specu-
Iaton that the latter wants Z.at
(O cross over the San Siro di-
Vidle should he decide to (lis
pense with Tardelli, who has
nly been in the job Hri Hhires
Imonths

Il any coach i1s unsachkable
iprescrt it s « rl]“'“" Wl vill
be deprived o injured Argen
110} il 1:)
1511 11111
{'ri 11 “ s
pencieci o 3] veane

| 51 L midlielder  Emer-
o could leaturm i hias  lirst
game since the immiry sustained
in August shortly after moving
from (sermanv's Baver Lever
BRllscl)

Iluventus too have their per-
sonnel problems against Bolo-
ona withh Antondio Conte  and
Vessandi acchinardi ont
though Diatchmian Edgar Da-
| LHITRS

tadanta are still my thhaird bt
vilting and the Bergamo  side
| Kepomnma who are looking

v third wain i a row alter
Himbing ofl the bottom ol e
livision lasi veerk | Deating
Parna ik vling Malesani's
L

\other outhier side
showing signs of renewed e s
"‘_.l. I who will hope 1o bl
Oon the win that hastened EYiks-
on's departure at Lazio with

Another (riunph on thelr trin -

els, this time at Verona

L.oeoee hhost Vicenza winle on

L altermnoon Bresconn oS
Lhie destination lor P'erugla

FIXTURES 14:00 GMT
unless stated)

Saturday: Brescia v Peragia
Fiorentma v AC Milan (19:30
GMT )

wundn}f: Inventuns v ol
ma Lecoe v Vicenza., Reppnn o
\abmta, AS Rowmna v Barit.
1 L.azio, Verona » TR
neer Milam v Parma  (19:30
GMT)

London after resipning as coach
ol Lazio earlier in the week
warnied: s time for the ralking
1i) ~|r~lu

1 am here
forward  to  starting
there's bheen a lot ol talk in
alyv. England and Sweden

‘Bt now from tomorrow |
i going to start and the talk-
o stop.” sald the D2-vear:

] ll‘}ll‘\
S0 1A

riow finally

ing

aole) Swele

coach England
ILriksson  will carlh

get  an

I_ |

the first toreigner to

Eriksson said the manner of
his leaving Lazio was a disaj-
pointiment after the club's poor
form i recent months buat he
had 1o put that behind hihm

| was wvery  disappointed
about that (Lazio) but pleased
{0 e hiere Lie told reporters

oriksson will undertake o
OV week crash T
Enchish game prior (o England’s
TN Waorld Cup gualifier
apaimst Finland,  though  Iis
st gane Is A A

Colurse ol

February 28

-
LONDON., Jan 12 taste ol what the English gonne Iriendly against Spiin

Sven-Goral can ofler when he runs the ruls 1 think we have about 10
L.riksson le‘llf'f’I inerr Liis lirst [Tr'llll"f"-hlll' Hiatch WER L jore we res oo o ;J],H
v new  era  log Saturadan gaane apatnst Finland ol
England on I 1o going to see West Ham World Cap qualification so in
(lav and ex- Aatnst Sunderland tonmorrow 10 weeks | hope o see a lot ol

pressed  confidenced that i then tomorrow everung | owill thie pames,” ELrikssan said.
waould lead the team throagh to travel ap to Ipswich to talk to | behieve thot we shall gual
the 2002 World Cup finals Peter Tavior and see the gane iy for the World Cuap and |
reports \FP 'llp*-»u'lrll versus Lelcester) the must remain positve. There are
Bl Eritksson, who arrived 1 day after.” thie Swede explained still six games to play so ol

conrse we have a big Ium*.llllllfh'
to quality so that's the fiest aamn
O CORIr s

i Lriksson admitted he
was tnder no tlusions as 1o te
s1ze ol the task Iacimg him

e *aneleledd
foportant  and
big Job, a lantast i
bhig big challenge lor e

Ivee been a manager I(om
nany many vears but I've nevel
had o natonal team belore, |
hope | ean do o ;gmnl jOb

I Know i1 s . veny
dithicult job, a
oy iH's n

e ——

-

Sport

Emerson back
in action

ROME. Jan 12: AS Roma's
Brazillan  midfielder Emerson
played s first full mateh sinee
August on Thursday, featuring
in a teamn that beat village side
Flumicino 3.0 n a f(riendly.
reports AFP.

Emerson. 24, played all 90
minutes of the game but conld
not say i he would be first for
Sunday afternoon's First Divi-
sion match with Bari.

‘Bverything went well,” e
satd after the match. "But it (s
too early to make a decision
about Bari. | will see how it
goes overnight,

‘But as far as todayv is con-
cerned 1 am happy. my knee
has done well the most -
portant thing is the psvehologi-
cal aspect.” continued the man
whose full name is Emerson
Ferreira da Rosa.

Roma coach Fabio Capello
sand: "Against Bari he alone will
decide and he will tell me
whether he is ready to go al
least on the benelh "

Capello  revealed he was
toving with the idea of plaving
Emerson in the right-back po-
sition vacated by his compatriot
and 1994 Waorld Cup-winning
detender Cafu, who will be sus-
pended against Bari,

Linerson, who joined the
club from german outlit Baver
Leverkasen in the summer, had
stiils in Brazil with Botafogo
and Caemlo.

Sahara Millennium Cup

PARIS, Jan 12:
1\ o forier
toaches of (e
Ialian national

tean. Arrigo Sac-

Great starts by
Jordan, Uruguay

NEW DELHI Jan 12: Re-
sults in the Sahara Millennivum
Cup lootball tournament on
Thursday

Preliminary league

GROUP THREE -- AT GOA

lorcdlom 1 (Falsal Suletman
NE) Komatna

H-t: ()-1)

GROUP TWO -- AT COCHIN

Liruguay LATeNandro Eangs
ierrel 20pen. Kieardo Narel o 30
lceland | G Lhmirik ssiong 4

H-t: 2-)

Petrescu
moves to
Saints

LONDON. Jan 12: Bral-
Romanian international
me-back Dan  Petrescu  has
coupleted his move to Premics
~shup rivals Southampton:  th
cluby contirmed Friday, reports
Al
I he Romanian signed a two-
and-a-hall vear deal alter the
lwo clubs agreed a nominal fee
Petrescn had been informed
I Bantams boss Jim Jel
feries thar he, along with Benito
Carbone and Stan Collvmore.
dors not have a future at Valley
'aracdl
Petrescu could go straight
nito the Saints' squad to face
Charlton at The Dell on Satr
(s

Beckham sings
for new coach

LONDON. Jan 12: England
skipper David Beckham on
Friday called on critics of new
England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson to forget the debate
over his nationality and throw
their weight behind the Swede.
reports AFP.

Eriksson has already come
under fire because Eriksson is
England's first foreign manager,
but Beckham msists it 1s tane
to put those differences aside

lord's

L%\

and unite behind Eriksson

| think he’'s got 1o be given a
chance by evervone,” said the
Manchester Unitedd s1tar on the
club's television station MUTV

"NMedia wase. they can inake
aor break vou really and iv's -

portant that everyone gets he-
lund i from the start wlt-
ever auvone thinks whether it

should be an English manager
Or a loreign manager

"At the end of the dav he s

the England manager and ew
rvone has to get behind hin

chil and Dino Zofl
s weekend return to frontling
Aub panagement  while  1he
man Zatt replaced prepares (o
manage Lugland, reports AFP.

While Sice b aned Zoft setrle
It the umnagerial chan again
twor o) thelr European counter-
parts will be feeling their collars
Hervously,

Suave  Argentinian  Hector
{'.l||;|f'r. who has taken Real
Mallorca and Valencia to suc-
cessive European club  finals.
will he trving to convince Va.
lencia fans his negative tacties
are the right ones in a top of the
table clash  with chanplons
Deportivo La Coruna

In France Monaco's Claude
Puel, who as a rookie coach
stunned many by guiding the
side 1o last season's title, will
hope that the champlons stari
the second-half of the season
On - a winning note againsli
third-placed  Sedan  as  they
stand just four pomts above the,
relegation zone.

While AS Roma look to in-
crease their stranglehold on the
Italtan First Division on Sunday
by hosting ailing Bari, Sacchi
takes the Parma club he is
managing for the second tinme
1o lace Inter Milan ar the San
Siro, the scene of his greatest
trimmphs in his days as AC
Milan coach

sacchi ended his first spell
at Parma when both coach
and club were nunknowns - (o
move to Milan where he lifted
the sleeping gilants to become
the best club side in the world

Zoll. the goalkeeper for Ih-
alv's 1982 World Cup-winnmg
teaan. takes charge of Nalian
champions Lazio for their -
e at Udinese, where he Le-
wan his career in 1961 .

Zoll stepped In from a posi-
tion on Lazio's board 1o Gl the

= .z ) - S

DHAKA, SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2

Coaches steal the limelight

vivaney lelt by Ertksson's de-
partase o gaide England's na-
IO 1,

rithsson signed the England
contract last year and  then
misisted he wonld stay at the
Kome-based clhab until the end
of the season. but a run of poor
domestic and Enropean Chani-
pnons League results prompted
A cusations that his mind was
dlready on the England job

A 2-1 deleal at home to
struggling Napoli on Sunday
proved Iﬁr final straw for the
fans - amed  Eriksson, who
shocked his plavers by resign-
ing on Tuesdavy.

Cuper was verbally mauled
by his club’'s supporters alter
the humiliating King's Cup exit
1o Third Division side Guadix.,
and a 1-0 win against lowly
Racing Santander last Sunday
was not enough to keep the
growling pack at bay

Intinential plavinaker Gaizka
Mindicta  has  been  lending
Jlrer

¢ nper his moral suppors

.\Hi:ll ()

ey !

~ACC 1]

T el poess e s
tions of strangling Valencia's
Anbitions with unadventurous
laclics

Valenela and Deportivo La

g o
N

o

Coruna will battle it ol on
Saturday to decide who will
sten the irresistible charge of
Real Madrid to another title.
The Euwropean Champions,
who registered their seventh
successive viclory with a 3.1
Wwin over Alaves last Sunday. sit
jomt top with Valencia - the
team they beat in last season's
European Cup - on 35 points
but with a game in hand, have
a chance to prolong their win-

nung spell as they host mid-
table side Oviedo.
Puel has no need of press

comment to tell him that his job
Is In danger - a glance at the
French league table will tell him
evervthing he needs to know:
last year's champions are lving
i a miserable 15th place,

As the French league re-
iurns  from s winter hreak.
Monaco face Sedan. a club that
normally would be expected 1o

be in relegation trouble but
instead are looking down on
their richer relations  and
dreaming of qualification for

Evropean competition.

The worries appear 1o be
piling up for Puel,

He bolstered his squad with
Italian defender Christian Pa-
nucct and formmer Romanian
international striker Florin Ra-
ducioiu. who promptly adimnitied
that he was far from match fit.

To add 1o his woes Chilean
internmational  delender  Pablo
Contreras is having his Italian
passport checked by the French
lcague authorities in the latest
case (o come under the micro-
SCope

Al least Puel can take com-
fort from the plight of another
of France's pglamour clubs,
Marseille. sitting one place be.
low Monaco.

Former Spanish national
coachh Javier Clemente knows
that life on the French Riviera

imay get chilly if his reain lose to
stecond-from-bottom [oulonse
atirday, when league leadd-
I~ Nentes face Auxerre

' - — .,'I_d'.
- 4 ,‘}'» .

Primera Liga preview
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MADRID. Jan 11
Iii<lorm Real Ma-
drid have a
chanee 1o ga top
the  Spaansh
Farst Division this
Sunday winle fellow title con-
tenders A\ alencia and Deportivo
Lo Carumna light it out to decide
who will stemn the Meringues'
New Year tide. reports AFP.

'he  European Champions
registered their their seventh
successive victory with a 3-1
win over Alaves last Sunday.

The capital outfit. who sit
joint top with Valencia - the
team they beatl in last season’s
European Cup - on 35 points
but with a game in hand. have
a chance to prolong their win-
ning spell as they host midtable
men Oviedo.

But they will be without
Brazilian international micl-
lielder Flavio Conceicao. who

will be out for three months due
(O a groimn mjury.

However. Valencia will be
just as determined to prove that
thev can last the pace after
taking their foot off the gas of
lae

Their Argentine coach Hec-
tor Cuper was publicly manled
atter the humiliating King's Cup
exil Third Division side

iU

Guadix. and even a 1-0 win
Against lowly Racing Santander
last Sunday was not enough to
Keep the growling pack at bay.

Ofl  the pitch influential
plavmaker Gaizka Mendieta
has been lending Cuper his

noral support after Cuper was
accused of effectively burying
Valencia's ambitions in the
sand with unadventurous tac-
tics.

And on the field Cuper is
looking to Norweglan intera-
tional John Carew. who has
scored seven of Valencia's last
13 goals and came to the
Catalan side’s rescue last week
with a solitary goal. to get Va-
lencia back on track. |

Undoubtedly., Deportivo will
do their best to capitalise on
Cuper's il fortune, and any
subsequent negative effects on
the team.

But the Spanish champions
have their own domestic trou-
bles after they too were
knocked out of the King's Cup.
by Second Division Tenerife,
and got their New Year off to a
poor start with a 3-1 defeat lo
steely homeboys Valladolid.

It seems like trouble is
brewing at all the major clubs
in the Liga

Barcelona are no exception

Top spot beckons Real

and will attempt to defuse m-
ternal squabbling ahead of the
visit ol midtable men Vallado-
Hidl

Disgruntled French interiu-

tional midfielder Emmanuel
Petit continued to air his gripes
at being left out of the [irst-
tean squad

The lormer Arsenal  nnd-
flelder. a0 member af the Workd
Cup and Euro 2000 winuing
teams. even claimed that coacl
Lorenzo Serra Ferrer w the
nemesis al lormer Dot coach
Luis Van Gaal. who
cused of playing too manyv for-
eigners. namely Dutchmen

Ferrer has left Petit and his
compatriot. goalkeeper Richard
Dutruel. on the bench in favour
of local talent but it is uniikel
that the unhappy duo will affect
Barca's desire to claimi third
spot in the event of a win and
Deportivo losing or drawing.

FIXTURES

Sunday: Real Sociedad
Athletic Bilbao. Racing San-
tander v Malaga. Deportivo La
Coruna v Valencia, Barcelona v
Valladolid. Real Madrid
Oviedo. Real Mallorca v Alaves
Numancia v Raye \allecano
Las Palmas v Espanvol. Villar-
real v Celta Vigo. Real Zaragoza
v OUsasuna

>
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il -

Premiership preview

LONDON, Jan 12
Chelsea caplain
Dennis Wise, who
seemed sel
leave the club jusi

1{}

a week ago, has

[here's a lot of pressur called for the team to pull to-
plaving for England. let alon gether to salvage their season
Han ik.!'l”i." 1]||-|];| SO 1U's [inpor- as they flace London rivals ;_\r-

Lty we all oot behind b senal on Saturday, reports AFP.

New England manager Sven Goran Eriksson during a photo
se~=10n at the Football Association's headquarters in Lon-

“ AFP vhoto |

don vesiterday

L

'director Colin

expensively-assembled
has failed to win
home
second-placed
unbeaten at

Wise lLas decided to stay
with the Stamford Bridge club
he joined a decade ago after a
last-ininute intervention from
chairman Ken Bates. who con-
tacted the tough-tackling mid-
ficlder last weekend as he was
about to speak to Graeme
Souness, the manager of First
Division club Blackbum.

Bates, as well as managing
Hutchinson and
teammates led by Gianfranco

Zola, managed 1o persuade
Wise to stav.
Wise. who had been upsel

about being dropped or played
out of position by boss Claudio

Ranieri, must now wait to see if

he is picked in his favoured
central
Arsenal at Highbury.

midfield role against
Chelsea are ninth and their
squad
{from
while the
Gunners are

home in the Pre-

AWa\

this season

agamn and agpravated i
West Ham on New Year's Day

Wise for a fight-back

al Fulham

Downhite: wivi 1n thieyv be
' week-

2 ity e FA Cup kst
L TR

ahead of thed
clash at bottom ciub Bradiord

Sir Alex Ferguson has been hit

| HOANNTVYET

hy tnnnes o Paul Scholes and
Nicky  Buarue nist when he
thomght  his  treanment  room

wWas empmving wiarh the retuarn to
action ol Teddy Sheringhan.
Jaap Stam and Andy Cole

The Manchester LUnited
manager has signed Scholes ol
fOr rwo wee ks 1o recover lrom a
rib inpury. while Butr s strug-
gling to be fit Saturday’s
match alter taking a knock on
his hip.

Ferousorr  saidd Paul sut-
lered the ribh mjary agamst ps
wich jusrt belore Chnistmas, oo
| onlv used hog as a substinate

al Newcastle

bang on it
Against

"Then he

()
golr o

He has torm cartilage i his

N

-

»

miership this season.

Wise told the club's official
website: “I'm sure we can still
achieve something this season -
we know we can, we're a quality
tean.

"We've had a few plavers in-
jured who are coming back now
and we're gradually getting up
there and in the next round ol
the FA Cup, with a good draw
away to Gillinghaun.

"We can go on from there. As
a group now we need to be all
together in this and win some-
thing or get into Europe.”

Arsenal’'s  Thierry  Henn
scorer of 13 Premiership goals
this season, and Chelsea's
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink. whe
has bagged 12 in the Premier-
ship. will be fighting for hon-
Ours

Dutchman Hasselbaink has
a great record against Arsenal.
having scored in all of his pre-
vinage ' Pre ey s peor-
IO~ *aidSst e faniinee 1 s

Loague Jeaas s - Mo hester
United complowed  their  firss
step 1o achieving the domestu

rib cage. so alter he nusseed the
Fulhham game ' now givine
him (wo weeks ofl ;

"He'll probably be back floi
selecnon agdinst Aston Villa a

weelk on Saturday

Batt anured jus hip agaimst
o 01 stinchany and
Ferguson said “The challenge
took the skin off the hip bont

It was a bad aad [l.llllllll
knock, and | think Nicky wall be
stingphing tor Bradlord

JHnt s raded o Fergasond

vonld move David Beckiioang o
'hil Nevilie insuide 10 paruer
Wov heane my the beart o1 the
G HIEN

FIXTURES (all 1500GMT
unless stated)

Saturday: Arscioal ¢ Lrel-
SUR vston \Zula v | ;H-”m-ii
Bradlord v Manchester United.
tverton v Tottenham,  Mane-
clhiester City v Leeds, Middles-

hrough v Derby, Newcastle Vv
Coventry, Sontianpon v
Charlton. West Ham « Sundes-
landd

Sunday: Ipswicly v Lewgster .
(1600GMT)

-




