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When & wias a ‘Ceenager.
IN CONVERSATION WITH FARHAD MAZHAR

“When I was a child, I noticed that women had a very defined space, not only in the physical sense,
but also in ethical, religious and cultural sense. And within that defined space, under the same
patriarchy, man-woman relationship was very benign compared to the capitalistic patriarchy that
we see now. 1'll elaborate more: my father would have never liked to intervene what he called was a
woman's house. You see, when he used to chase me for anything, all I had to do was to enter my
mother's domain. And I was safe from my father’s wrath. If he would have chased me inside the

house then the village people would have laughed at him."

Ey Ekram Kabir

éhange in relationship with

could - and can - communi-
cate very easily,
Farhad spent his college
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sald  Farhad skimming
through his late teenage
time.

"But soon 1 learnt how to
cope with In a situation like
this. More so, 1 got involved
in the progressive move-
ment as well; but my in-
volvement with the move-
ment was not because of
peer-driven or organiza-
tonal Infatuation; 1 became
interested in it partly for
cultural reasons. | was
more interested in mathe-
matics,” he said,

Speaking about scholarly
pursuits and books, Farhad
informs of being an enthu-
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for many many seasons -
was taking another shape
due to post-1947 legacies.
‘When | was a child, my
mother used to give me
Karnakunti Sangbad’' just
after her namaj. It never
occurred to me as well as
her that there was some-
thing contradictory about
the both,” Farhad said. "The
contradiction occurred
much later. I used to go to
my friends' houses which
were basically of Hindu's.
There were a large number
of Hindu families in our
village. When they saw me
reading Tagore, they bhe-
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garl!;l::::i Tli;gﬂgrm \:lﬂ?lr:r the family next door. The ?ays in Choumuhani Col- slast for Betrand Russell came surprised because

and researcher, who was old village relationship was- ege, which was again an even when he was in they never expected a boy
born in the seminal year of n't working any more while agrarian environment, be- Choumuhani College. "It from a Muslim - then as-
1947, witnessed the trans- this transformation was cause Choumuhani was a was the first time I got ex- sumed as lower caste - fam-
formation of a village, slowly under way. ganj. "On many occasions, | cited: and completely ex- Iily to read Tagore and that
into a mufassil town; and Was the process of ur- had to walk a distance to PO9sed to a new world which Wwas very shocking to me."
also how that mufassil was banization degrading the my college, because (rain | couldn’t share with any- Then again there was

another shock waiting for

was then the only means of

body, because nobody was

y % old values that exited
Ee;r&gorp:&tgit‘ed Rl A ﬁ?‘ige past? communication, and the Interested in {t," Farhad young Farhad. He wgs very }
'l grew up in a village "No, I won't go for any train-time mostly didn't Said. fond of a girl who was quite
which was going under a value judgement for that. I'l tally with my college-time.” Farhad became very older than him and whom
kind of urbanization. Actu- rather be more objective By the time Farhad SCEpl:'l{:S about 'scientific he called didi One day he
about it. Take my relation- reached the university, tuth' at an early age and entered their kitchen and

ally, my grandfather lived in
Old Noakhali, and when his
house went into the
Meghna, he came to what is
know today as Noakhali
Sadar,"” said Farhad Mazhar

- > Daily also in‘ethical, religious and tuous.” Science couldn't provide ‘I felt very let-down. Then
gthai:e ;;i];ilrt]g ltl{i:}s ﬂgovhgoé' cultural sense. And within ‘But certainly 1 did face him the ‘truth’; lrulhphad a alter 1965, I saw all these
days. ' that defined space, under problems. I came from the social reference, and he Hindu families leaving for

As a child, Farhad could the same patriarchy, man- village, and all my emo- turned on to sociology, eco- India, and this was also
feel the growing tension woman relationship - was tlons, my perceptions, my nomics etc., and thereby he shocking for me,” said
between the village and very benign compared to the way of relating with people could make a balance be- Farhad.

: were very sentimental; and | tween science and society. These differences didn't

town life. He could feel the

ship with women, for exam-
ple. When | was a child, 1
noticed that women had
very defined space, not only
in the physical sense, but

capitalistic patriarchy that

was very emotionally This was during Farhad's exist during Farhad's early

5 charged. 1 was very in- college days.. childhood years. But as he

COI“I‘] endum tensely close to anyone | Today's Farhad has been grew up, he could perceive

g had any relationship with. carved out of the periods he the underlying disparity -

| My mates from the town psychologically cruised so the class, in which both

% o T were not as intense as | [far. He is a witness of a so- Hindus and Muslims con
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Dhaka wasn't really a city;
it was more like a township.
"We had truly wonderful
time in Dhaka, although the
time was politically tumul-

that propelled him to read
Marx and others "but it was
not triggered by any kind of
moralizing argument for the
exploited people,” he added.

was rebuked by one of the
members of their house: his
didi just stood there and
didn’'t say anything against
those verbal abuses.




