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Rajshahi sports

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHIL, Jan 11 Ma-
hishalbart Bhutu  Eleven de-
leated Padma Kishore Sangha
bv 72 runs in the Muktijoddha
Shaheed Fazlul Hugue Smriti
Gold Cup Cricker tournament
today al  Godagari Wolens
Degree College Plavground.

Mahishalbari won the toss
and batted first. They collected
191 runs for elght wickels in
the stipulated 15 overs.

In reply. Padma were shot
out for 119 ruans in 10.4 overs,

Vollevball

saranghpuar Club  defeated
Gosal Das Club 87-79 in the
Godagari Vollevball tournament
plaved today. at Godagarl De-
grec College plavground

ICC under-17
Saudis, Thais to
give it a miss

Sports Reporter

S>audi Arabia and Thalland
have pulled out of the second
ICC wunder-17 Asian Cricket
Championship. to be held in
Bangladesh fromn February 15

Bangladesh Cricket Board
joint-secretary and event man-
ager of the championship

Mahmud Ul Haqg Manu revealed
this yesterday.
The tournament will now be

held with ten teams--India.
Pakistan. Sri Lanka. Nepal
Malavsia. UAE . Kuwait, Omann,
Singapore and hosts Bangla-

desli-- will now take part in the
championship which will end
on February 25. The fixture will
be disclosed with in next couple
of days.

Manu also informed that the
Asian Cricket Council has ap-
pointed Singapore Cricket As-
sociation official Anil Kalavar as
the tournament director

Ngam may miss
Windies tour

JOHANNESBURG. Jan 11
(Internet report):  Mfuneko
Ngam could miss Sonth Africa’s
tour to the West Indies after
tests revealed the fiery paceman
has suffered a stress fracture,
his third in three years.

The 21-vear-old from Alice in
the Eastern Cape sustained the
injury on his right femur. to go
with stress fractures to his
spine and foot

According to South African
team  physiotherapist  Craig
Smith. Ngam could be out of
action for anything from six
weeks to three months, the

worst-case scenario ruling him
out of the West Indies series
which starts in March.

Smith hvpothesised that
Ngam_might be prone to stress
fractures due to a metabolic

problem and that the l:»ow.w.‘hrr'-».‘l

bones could be weak. either due
to genetic factors or a deficiency
ol minerals and vitamins.

"We are still deciding what
the next step for Mhmfin will
be.” Sinith told on Thursday.

"But the plan is for him to
see the UCB's orthopaedic spe-
cialist in Johannesburg some
tinie next week.”

While the loss of Ngam is a

major blow to South Africa
Smith said that Roger
Telemachus - who was ruled

out of Tuesday's ODI against
Sri Lanka with a sore neck. was
90 per cent fit. He bowled with-
out anv hindrance on Wednes-
dav and is sure to return to
actionn at Newlands on Thurs-
dav

Unchanged

From page 13

amootoo (three) to plunge
‘'est Indies to 139 for seven

Svimonds  upstaged leg-
spinning champion Shane
Wame — in his returm match —
by taking 4-35 to complete a
fine all-round performance

Wamme, who had been side-
lined for two months with a
broken finger. conceded 2|
runs in his first four overs but
bowled better in his second
spell. although remaining wick-
elless.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the opening
Carlton tri-nation limited-overs
match between Australia and
the West Indies at the Mel-
boume Cricket Ground Thurs-
o

AUSTRALIA

M Waugh ¢ Hinds b Willlams 51
Gilchrist € McLean b Cully 7
Ponting ¢ Powell b Culfy 73
Bevan ¢ Lara b Williams 17

5 Waugh ¢ Nagamooloo

b Samucls pal
Marism nm out 12
Svinonds not ol 38
Extras (Ih-6. w-4) 10
Toial (For 6 wkis In 50 overs) 267
Fall of wickets: 1-7. 2-118.
3-144.4-174, 5-193. 6-267
Bowler 0 MR
Cuffy 9 ] 4D 2
McLean 10 1 59 ()
Williams o 0 39 2
Nagamootoo 10 50 . O
Adams 3 0 19 0
Samuels 0 0O 54 I
WEST INDIES
Campbell ¢ Bevan b Bracken 4
Hinds ¢ Ponting b McGralh |
Lara ¢ Gllehrist b Harvey 2B
Samuels ¢ and b Syinonds 57
Powell ¢ 5 Waugh b Symonds 12
Jacobs ¢ and b Svyinonds 24

Nagamootoo |bw Svinonds 3

Adams not oul 25
Willkans ot oul 26
Extras: (Ib-9. w-4) 13
Total: (For 7 wkis tn 50 overs) 103

Fall of wickets: 1-3. 2-9. 3.
57.4-B4,.5-132. 6-139, 7-139

Bowler O M R w
McGrath 6 2 7 '
Bracken 8 3 40 |
Harvey 9 0 55 |
Martyn 6 i 19 0
Warne 10 1 38 0
Svinonds 10 } 35 1

Result: Australia won by
74 runs.

Man-of-the-match:
Ponting.

Ricky

Jan | LIAFP): World football
briefs on Thursday:

SEAMAN ON
COMEBACK

TRAIN
LONDON: England  goal-
keeper David Seaman starts his
comeback from injury in Arse-
nal's reserves against Winble-

cdon on Wednesday night., re-
ports AFP.
The & -vear-old, anxious to

impress  new England  coach
Sven-Goran Eriksson. has bheen
aul of acton since October with
shonlder and ankle injuries.

He has missed 17 games n
all but if he comes through
ronight’'s  mateh . at - Sntton
tnited's Gander Green Lane
grotnd.  Arsenal manager Ar-
sene  Wenger will  consider
picking him for Saturday's Lon-
don derby against Chelsea at
Highbury

And Seaman. who is deter-
mined to continue his interna-
tional career, could also be in
line for Eriksson's first squad
for the (riendly against Spain at
Villa Park on February 285,

Seaman is also likely to de-
cide next month  whether (o
accept n new one-vear contracl
to el his plaving davs  at
 hghhury next season

FERGUSON WARNS
PLAYERS' AGENTS

LONDON Manchester
United manager Alex Ferguson
on Wednesday wamed agents
that the Premidership champions
woutld not by held to ransom i
negotiauons over new con-
Tracts,

Lintted have started talks on

cluub's buest

new deals for the

players  and  Ferguson  has
blasted agents who are e
manding  massive  wage -

creases for thelr clients, clatm-
ing the whole process has be-
come “a huge ego trip lor
agents”.

Ferguson was reacting to re-

ports that David Beckhany's
advisers want a staggering

100.000-pound-a-week
(149.000 dollar) salary for the
England star.

4¢  Insists  the agents are
acting i their own interests
rather than those ol their plav-
ers so they can demand more in
their next set ol negohliations

Ferguson said: “All agents
are Is a voice for the player. As
a club we know what we are
prepared to give a player belore
we get into discussions.

"Agents asking lor such and
such a figure Is rubbish and 1l
has all fust hecome o huge ego
trip lor agents

"All the figures about what
plavers are wanting is all com-
ing from agents. It is more in-
portant for them to get huge
salaries lor their plavers than It
is for the plavers themselves,

“Agents demand this Kind of
money and then they can go
around to their other clients
saving | got this and that for so-
and-so.”

GIGGS LOOKING
FOR NEW MU

DEAL
LONDON Rvan Gigegs |Is
«omlident he can agree a new
contract with Manchestel

¥

AFP FOOTBALL BRIEFS

United which will keep him al
Old Trallord Into his 30s.

Welshman Giges., who has
18 months left on his current
deal. teels he could put pen 1o
paper on a new agreement iy
the sunnner,

United are talking to the
winger as part of thetr on-going
plan to agree new deals with all
of their top plavers.

"We're in talks at the mo.
ment.” sald Giggs. quoted in
Wedneday's Manchester Even-
ing News

"My agent has met with the
club. and we're waiting for them
to come back (o us now

"As lar as I'm concerned, |
think it's all looking Ftuul.

‘I have never had any prob-
lems in the past with contracts
and 1 don't foresee any prob-
lems this thne.

"I don't want to go and |
dont think the club want me
to. so I can only see it going
smoothiv.

“I wouldn't be surprised If it
went through in the summer.
but there's no hurry.

“United will certainly want to
get it sorted before next season
starts because | would only
have a vear left after this one.
They wouldn't want to get into
the Rov Keane scenario again
where he could have talked to
foreign clubs after Christinas
and there was all that specula-
tion about his future ”

Giggs. 27, has just clocked
up 10 vears in United's first
team - and his representatives
are also organising a testimo-
nial season next term with his
bhenefit match likely to be in
September.

Australian Open

Gustavo, Martina top guns

MELBOURNE.
Jan 11: Brazilian
Gustavo  Kaerten
and Martina Hin-
gis of Switzerland
were Thursday
announced as the top seeds lor
the men's and women's singles
at next week's Australian Open
here. reports AFP

Defending champion Andre
Agassi was given his world
ranking of six as his seeding for

the vear's first grand slam
tournament. while women's
champion Lindsay Davenport

was named second seed.

Kuerten becomes the second
South American to obtain top
seeding at a grand slam since
1981 when Argentine's Gui-
llermo Vilas was No.l seed at
the Australian Open.

Kuerten only sealed the
world top ranking in the final

mwatch of last year's Masters
Cup i Lisbon when he beat
Agassi.

Two-thme winner and world
No.3 Pete Sampras is seeded
three and 1999 winner and last
vear's finalist Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov comes in at five.

It is the third time in five
visits that Hingis has been the
top seed. while reigning Wim-
bledon, US Open champion and
Sydney Olyimpic gold medallist
Venus Williams s number
three. Four-time winner Monica
Seles. who missed last vear's
tournament due to injury. is
fourth seed

SEEDINGS
Men

1. (rustavo Kuerten (Bra), 2.
Marat Safin (Rus). 3. Pete bam-
pras (USA). 4. Magnus Norman
(Swel. 5 Yevgeny Kalelnikov
(Rus). 6. Andre Agassl (USA). 7

Llevton Hewitt (Aus), 8. Tim
Henman (Gbr), 9. Juan Carlos
Ferrcrn (Spa). 10. Wayne Fer-
reira (Rsa). 11 Franco Squillari
(Arg). 12. Patrick Rafter (Aus),
13. Cedric Pioline (Fra). 14.
Dominik Hrbaty (Svk), 15. Ar-
naud Clement (Fra). 16. Sebas-
tien Grosjean (Fra).

Women

1. Martina Hingis (Swi), 2.
Lindsay Davenport (USA), 3.
Venus Williamms (USA), 4
Monica Seles (USA), 5. Conchita
Marlinez (Spa). 6. Serena Wil-
ltams (USA). 7. Mary Pierce
(Fra), 8. Anna Kournikova
(Rus), 9. Elena Dementieva
(Rus), 10. Amanda Coetzer

(Rsa), 11. Chanda Rubin (USA).
12. Jennifer Capriati (USA), 13.
Amelie Mauresmo (Fra). 14.
Sandrine Testud (Fra). 15. Kim
Clijsters (Bel). 16. Amv Frazier
(USA)

MELBOLURNE.

Jan I 1 Andre
Apgassi longht
back from the
brink tliree

P maltch points
down. to reach the final of th
ong  bhanis  Chssiec her
Hhnrsday . repons Al

b1t Aot =ala winner of all
the foar vrandd ~Lans and =six
overall ook sone when e

tratled Frencnman Nicolas Es-
-0, U400 and need-

Cule - .2y
1O FTES lorce

g holcd
Lscude to close 1hiec match out
i fierce heal

Nol only did Agassi hold on
but he turned the tide and
eventually wore down Escude
lor a gritty 3-6. 7-5, 6-1 victon
and a place in Saturday’'s final
against either Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov or Juan tﬂrﬁm'[’rrrrrn.
who play their sewmi-final Fri-
dav.

It was encouraging for the
defending Australian Open
champion just three davs before
the start of the vear's [lirsi
grand slam tournament

‘He got the break
plaved well for two seis and
then when 1 got back into the
match | started making less
mistakes.” Agassi said.

"When I was serving 3-5 0-
40 | was disgusted with mvself

Wt*rwut D

and he

Frazier fumbles

HOBART. Jan 11: [Italian
Rita Grande upset top seed
Amv Frazier in the quarterfinals
of the Tasmanian international
womens tennis tourmament
here Thursday, reports AFP.

Grande, ranked 77th to Fra-
zler's 20th, sliced and top spun
her way to a 6-4, 6-3 victory.

The Italian, a finalist in
Hobart two vears ago who's
coming back from a hip opera-
tion. never allowed her harder-
hitting American opponent to
(ind her rhythm.

In the semis. Grande will
meet  sixth-seeded Romanian
Ruxandra Dragomir. who beat
number four Anne-Gaelle Sidot
of France 6-1 5-7 6-3 in a
ﬂur.'lnﬂllnf match

The left-handed Sidot, after
being outplayed In the first,
fought her way back with pow-
erful ground shots and ap-

red heading for victory when
eading 3-1 in the decider.

But Dragomir proved too
steady and with Sidot becoming
increasingly erratic, won five
SlicCessive games,

Unseeded Jennifer Hopkins
was first into the semi-finals
when third seeded American
compaltriot Kristina Brandi had
o retire with a left thigh strain
after only four games.

Hopkins  will  meet Zim-
habwe's fifth seed Cara Black.
who came from behind to beat
second-seeded Russian Elena
Likhoviseva, 1.6, 6-4, 6-4 (n
the night mateh.

that 1 was about to lose my
serve hecaunse vou alwavs want
(o make somebody have to close
vrany il

I hit a few good serves and

nemagdd to hold ONCEe VoL
are Jdown a lew match ;mimq
and ou're changing sides and
still m it vou're gomg to take
vour chances and | hit a few

coud returns.”

\gassl, who beat Kalelnikov

i lasr vear's Aunstralian 1inal
believes he will have to worli
Larder this time to retain his

grand slam title having come off
a4 generally disappointing 2000
Season on an upswing

I very critical on mvsell
about how 'm hitting the ball
specilicallv. 1 leel good and
strong and physicallv tit. bat |

thuik this vear a couple of early
mittches will be more unportant
o me than they were last vear.”

For greal rival, Pete Sampras
was happv with his form de-
spite losing his second match in
as manv davs Thursda

This time the 13-thne Grand

Slam champion lost to Ausira-
han Patrick Ralter. 6-4. 7-5
fallowimg on fromn his defear to
I'errero on Wednesdav

| thought | hit the ball a lit-
tle hit better. there is obviously
4 lot of room for mmprovement
over the next three or lour davs
but Fm a bit more pleased.”
Saidd Sampras

SAINPras lookimg lor-
warl to plaving another match
on | 1 thie Rebonnd Ace
hirrdeconrt and fine-tuning over
the weckend in readiness for
the Australian Open.

By playving more games, an-
other tough match tomorrow
von get into a certain rhythmn
and when vou come down here
vou have to adjust yvour shots a
little bit." he said.

‘As long as I'm hitting the
ball well and feeling well, which
I think I'in getting there

"When vou win matches you
build confidence but if | can
play better today than vyester-
day. | can build on it and work
on a few things this weckend
and get ready.’

Wiels

Pl

F

L

Llevton Hewitt of Australia exults after defeating Fabrice
Santoro of France in Svdney International vesterday.

Sport

of 23 million rupees. Prabhakar
cealed wealth
around seven million rupees.

Chopra, had hidden wealth to

— AFP photo

Nat'l sub-jr chess
Sagar stays
ahead

Minhazuddin Ahmed  Sagar
ol Anirban Chess School was
maintaining a solo lead after
the seventh rownud matches In
the 21 National Sub-Junior
Chanplonshup held at the NSC
chess room vesterday., reports
LINH

Sagar  secured  Iull points
beating  his  teammate  Nagir
Saleheen (o the dav s round

Naveem  Arehin Ratal
Moksedul Monir  followed
leader with  six  points  while
Nagir Saleheen. Abul Kashem
Md Sadi and Maidul Islam have
live points each

Ratul beat Jehri, Monir beat
Sadi, Moniruzzaman beat Alam
Min, Maidual beat Obaildul and
Shiunsuddoha beat Sabher.

The eighth and final round
nuttehies will begin today at 3
pin at the same venue,

Meanwhile., the  selection
hase ol the 227 National

‘omen's  Championship  will
begin on January 15 at 3:00
pm instead ol January 14

The weet is open to all and
requires no entry lee.

Interested plavers have been

and
the

requested  to  submit  their
names by Januarv 14 at the
Bangladesh Chess Federation
ollice.

The Federation will provide
tree lood and accommodation to
the  participants  coming  from
ontside Dhaka

M singh cricket

MYMENSINGIL. Jan 11: Mo-
hanmnedan Sporting Clab  de-
feated Renaissance Club by 37
ruans i the  First Division
cricket league at the local Cir-
cuilt Honse ground todav., re-
ports UNB

Mohammedan batted first
and scored 200 rmns in the
sthipulated 40 overs

I reply. Renaissance were
d out for 163 In 37.2 overs

BRIEF SCORES

Mohammedan SC: 200 (40

overs), Abir 50. Rabbi 31, Dulal
SO, Supta 15, Kanmual 3 4
shihan 2/29,. Rajun 2/51

Renaissance: 653 37 2
overs), Shihan 31, Khokon, 21
Aralat |18 n.o., Nasir 4/25. Mo
2/25. Supta 2/27 Swapan
2 28

Meanwhile hiosts

Vivinensingh and Faridpur re
vions reached the final of CAG
Cup divisional vollevball com-
petition here today

In todav's matches. I'ardpnr
heat Tangail 2-0) and
Mvyiensingh 2-1 while

Mvmensingh beat Tangail
(o confirm their linal berth

Mvmensingh will lacee Farid-
pur i the final at 10 am tomor-
row (Fridav) at the Zilla Schoo!l
hostel ground.

1CC turns down
Pak proposal

2-0)

LAHORE Jan | |
International Cricket Council
(ICC) has rejected Pakistan s

proposal of appointing neutral
nmpires in a Test match. said
Lt Gen Tauqeer Zia. chairman
of Pakistan Cricket Board (PC13)
while talking to newsmen at the
Gaddali Stadium here
Wednesdayv. reports PPl
He said that Pakistan would

01)

ralse the same issue in the
lorthcoming 1CC meeting to bt
held on Februan 12 At

Melbourne (Australia)
"Pakistan will insist for both the
umpires to neuatral. i not
accepted we will be Insisting to
take more and more advantages
of the third umpire.” he added

Don recovering
from pneumonia

he

SYDNEY. Jan 11 (Internet
report)l:  Reclusive  Australian
greal Sir Donald Bradman s
resting at his Adelaide home
after recovering trom a bout of
pneunmonia which forced him

Hito hospital bgtore Christinias

Australian media had
speculated this week about the
health ol the 92<«vear-old Brad-
man. hailed by Prime Minister
John Howard the preatest
living Australian

ds

‘Prior to Christmas he was
in hospital with  pneumonia
Bradman's son John said in a

statement issned from sonthern
Adelalde on Tharsdany

lle was ven “h‘;i‘-ﬂ'il IO re-
turn home and is now  there
resting under medacal snpern
HH!‘[].

Five Indians in
for tax trouble

NEW DELHI, Jan 11: Flve
Indian cricketers, including ex-
skipper Kapil Dev, have hugv
amounts of undeclared income
and could face stilf penal ac-
tion, the Indian Express daily
saftl Thursday. reports AFP

The daily. quoting income
tax sowurces, sald the plavers
had been sent notices about

iwo wecks ago to declare their
earnings over the past 10 years,

It said cricket legend Kapil
Dev., whose named cropped up
in a match-fixing probe, had
more than 25 million rupees
(532,000 dollars) in undeclared
earnings.

Kapll was cleared in an offi-
clal probe last month

Plavers Ajay Sharma, Ajay
Jadeja and Manoj Prabhakar,
who were declared  gullty by
lederal  Investigators of con-
sorting with bookies, were also
found to have concealed theis
incomes

Jadeja had hidden eamings
had 25 milllon rupees in con-
while Sharma's
undeclared money was put at

Another

player, Nikhil

SYDNEY. Jan 11:
Marting Hingis
jmmped  for ay
Thursday alter

| coming through »
. O Hitanie serap with
Serena Willlaans at the Svdney
hnernational reports AFP

Fhe clash was a replay of the
memorable match in the semi-
finals ol 1the 1999 US Open
which Willunns won and Hingls
made clear from the outset she
wannted revenge

Victory by the Swiss star
bronght an  abrapt  halt to
Serena’s ambitions plan to take

a8

-

a G4, 75 winner,

1evl very good about (L. For
he conlidence It's great that |
won wday even when | wasn't
al my best.” she said.

“The more you play themn
(the Willlams' sisters) the less
intimidated you get and the less
problems you have

"Every win against them is a
good one to have in vour
pocket ”

She now plays fourth seeded
Conchita Martinez in the semi-
finals after the Spainard ham-
meaered American Corina

Morariu 6.4 6-0

World No 1 Martina Hingis of Switzerland jubilates after
beating American Serena Williams in the quarterfinal of the

Svdney International vesterday

hkl*
and

the vame to a new level
Martina Navratilova did
thie moment was treasnured

he holder of five-time
Grand Slams now leads theis
head-to-heads 5-4 alter lighting
hack from 3-0 down 1 a set

sawing second set 1o walk away

- AFP photo

Hingis's triumph though
didn't come cheaply. After the
match she pulled out of the

doubles complaining of a severe

blister on the right big tos
Willilams also had an injun

scare, citing a twinge in the lel

ankle after running for a back-

méﬁhﬁmls

Hingis withstands Williams

hand.

“The last time 1 did that |
dicdin't feel it nntil two days later
so I'm  keeping my fingers
crossed.” she sald, addqu that
she still felt rusty In only her
third game of the year.

“This s the third
since October so0 I'm
prefty good considering.”

One area causing trouble
though is the number of un-
lorced errors that crept into her
'zmnrr (54 to Hingis' 13). Wil
lains said she would work on
fixing the problem in the days
before the Australian Open,

“I'm getting my rhythm back.
| felt it a little In this game. It's
like 1 have it, I'l!n just not able
to produce it right now. Next
week | should do a lot better.”

In the other quarterfinals,
musclewoman Amelie
Mauresmo limped past Monica
Seles to ‘'sel up a last four con-
test with Lindsay Davenport -
a repeat of last vear's final
which Mauresmo won.

But the Frenchwoman's fit-
ness is also under a cloud after
a recurrence of the back strain
which kept her out of tennis for
lengthy periods last year

Shie recelved treatment at 3-
I in the second set but gritted

match
doing

hher teeth for a 6-4. 7.6 17/5)
win., her lirst over the third
see(l

It also ended Seles unbeaten
run in Svdney where she took
the title in her only other ap-
pearance in 1996,

Hopefully it's just a muscle,
vou know. really tight, and its
gonna get better,” Mauresmo
said. "I'm going to get treatment
on it. The thing is I don't feel it
in the game. just on the serve.
lLast year it happened twice. ]
hope not the same thing exactly
but I just don't know right
now

Acute sacroiliac joint pain
sidelined Mauresmo for seven
weeks in March. The problem
recurred in late July, foreing
her to miss the US Open.

Davenport had an easier
time dispatching compatriot
Lisa Raymond 7-5, 6-4, al-

though she too developed blis-
ters., one on the thumb of her
left hand and the other on the
index finger

On the men's side of the
draw. France's Sebastien Gros-
jean proved (oo good for Swil-
zerland’s Roger Federer, win-
ning 7-5. 6-4. He will meet
Australian Llevton Hewitt who
eased past Fabrice Santoro 6-4
0= 1

Swedish pair Jonas Bjork-
man and Magnus Norman will
vye for the other finals berth

Injuries bother Pierce

CANDBERIRA lan
| 1: World 1nnnbers
Mary Pierce
added an an
kle problem to the
N 4 mounting numbe
of niggling injuries dogging hei

SeVell

PR B

st (s belore the Australian
Open. reports AFl

The Frenchh star Thursday
plaved only her second match
since  pulling eut ol the US
Open 1) ‘*-+-]jlu"r||'wr witlhy a
shoulder injury. beating South

\incan Joannerte Rrueer
' } in e gnartert A
Canberra Interiang

f 111 re1ontnng French
Lpen cnampion struggled mmore
than she should ha and
macde several wuntorced errors
vhich let her opponent remain
in contention early on

Pierce had a ool massage

mmediately after she left the
ourt, and later blamed her
shakv lorm on a sore ankle

wlay | was not able to

— ——

--. ¥
":I-—“ -

.

I ankle was

CrINg 1me tried to
finish the points as quickly as |
1nid. she said
e problem is new. |
havent plaved much. and
just from not plaving much
Pierce insists her shoulder is
feeling [ine. but after her first
match earlier in the week. she
listed several other complaints
that were the result of a long
period oll the court
"Yon know mv back

nmove reeal niv

1
,l'l.a1'|" i) |

just

just
it's

it aches

a little bit, mv knee -- just little
things from not plaving lor a
whnile nothing serious.” she
said

Pierce. the 1op seed Hneets
compatriot and fourth seed
Sandrine Testud in Fridav's
semifinal after Testud survived
a tough three-setter against

Japan's Ail Sugivama

It took Testud more then two
hours in exhausting heat to see
off Sugivama 7-6 (10/8). 4-6. 6-

3
D

The result suits Pierce who
lhas never lost to Testud

In other matches. Belgian
rising star Justine Henin con-
tinued her winning streak.
knocking out third seed and

world No.13 Chanda Rubin 6-2.
D=9
the [18-vear-old's
eighth straight victory following
her trinmph in the Australian
Women s Hardcourt Champion-
ships on the Gold Coast last
week

Seventh seed Nathalie Dechy

It was

the tane of five million rupees

LETTING GO: Former German tennis icon Steffi Graf Ot Ir"‘“‘ e !"“1‘“"‘*" ”"““TR""‘-Z?«.‘“*“
relieves the tension while watching her boyfriend Andre ::{ Jr,:|H“.,.,L;r!i-'H|Z11:1:f)p,”3::‘17:,‘:.:
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