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Sinking of tubewells

going on despite
arsenic contamination

Speakers at a function yester-
day concern over
the of tube-wells

in the country despite detection of
arsenic In tt]liye ground water and
media cam against It since
1993, reports
They were addressing a day-

seminar on "Health cffectauf

hemis of arsenic and
m_ sponsored by the Columbla
University of the United States
together with its local chapter, at
Sheraton Hotel with ﬁnf.phbdu!
Wadud Khan of NIPSOM in the
chadr.

More than 50 per cent of the
5,000 tube-wells of Arathazar In
Narayangan| district sampled Ina
study last year were found to be
arsenic-contaminated, Dr
Habibul Ahsan of Columbia
University said. He said the five-
year study launched last year,
would cover a total of 10,000
people. The interesting aspect of
the findings of Aralhazar, he said,
is that of the tube-wells in the
upazila, 80 per cent were sunk
during the last five years.

The total number of shallow
tube-wells in the country, accord-
ing to official estimate is about 45
lakh while unofficial estimate is
double of that figure. Of the total
tube-wells, about 40 to 50 per
cent are arsenic contaminated,
he observed.

He said during the study
period 5,000 couples or 10,000
people would be covered by the
researchers who would try to get

{nswers to some relevant ques-
tions.

Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin,

secretary general of Bangladesh

Medlca] Assoclation (BMA), was
t as the chief guest.

Dr. Mohluddin assured of all-
out support of his organisation (o
the researchers in their efforts to
help fight the arsenic menace.

He the hope that the
researchers would help people In
fighting the arsenic problem,
which has become a matter of
grave concern for the govern-
ment. He said the ent
has been doing its best In mitigat-
ing the problem.

Dr Joseph H Graziano and Dr
Lex Van Geen of Columbia Uni-
versity and Dr A Z M Iftikhar
Hussain of Bangladesh Chapter
of Columbla University, and Dr
Kazi Matin of Dhaka University
took part In the discussion.

Dr Iftekhar, in his address of
welcome, gave a resume of the
problem In Bangladesh and the
efforts already taken in this con-
nection.

Dr Iftekhar sald the Araihazar
study has been launched with the
objectives to determine the dose
response relationship of arsenic
whether it crosses the placental
barrfer and causes any bad eflect
on foetus and to evaluate and
assess the effects in young chil-
dren regarding cognitive develop-
ment,
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books and compel students and
guardians to buy notebooks
against purchasing textbooks,” a
source said.

According (o government
rules, the selling of notebooks Is
banned up to class eight to
ensure quality education.

No Beximco officials could be
contacted for comments on the
selling of allotment letters. Man-
aging Director of Beximco Media
Igbal Ahmed was not available for
comments despite repeated
eflorts over three days.

However, Salahuddin Ahmed,
press manager of Beximco Media
said. "1 know nothing about the
issue.”

Meanwhile, the leaders of the
printing and publishing industry
vesterday demanded a free mar-
ket of the textbooks to put an end
to the ongoing crisis.

“If the NCTB (National Curricu-

“lum and Textbook Board) allows

us to print and distribute text-
book as in 1996, then we hope the
crisis will end within three days,”

Beximco trio

sald a leader of the print and
publishing industry.

He said the then government
had opened up the printing and
distribution of textbooks by sacri-
ficing rovalty to end the textbook
crisis in 1996.

The government protects pub-
lication and distribution of text-
books to have control over the
printing and distribution process
and earns a 10 per cent royalty.

The NCTB allegedly awarded
the huge printing job to the Inex-
perienced Beximco concerns,
ignoring 750 experienced print-
ers. It reasoned that the job was
awarded to the lowest bidder.

The NCTB extended the dead-
line twice to the Beximco con-
cerns despite widespread criti-
cism from the various quarters
and did not take any punitive
measures against the Beximco
concerns.

The NCTB even spent Tk 23
lakh in the form of advertisement
bill to publish its statement to
conceal the worst-case scenario,
the sources said.

Industrial sector
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per cent against the projected
rate of 6.15 per cent”, he said.

“In the third vear of the plan,
1999-2000, the GDP growth rate
reached 6.68 per cent which was
fairly close to its target of 6.80 per
cent. This achievement rate
exceeded all previous vears'
growth rate since mid 70s,”
Alamgir added.

The review noted that more
than 90 per cent of the invest-
ment target was achieved during
the first two vears of the plan.
Investment stood at Tk 547.32
billion agamnst the target of Tk
607.03 billion. The rate of
achievement In invesiment in
private sector and public sector
stood at 95 per cent and 48 per
cent respectively.

The actual Investment-GDP
ratio was 18 per cent against the
targeted 19.88 per cent.

The achlevement in invest-
ment target both In absolule
amount and the rate has sur-
passed all the previous records.
Specially. the steady growth in
investment in the private sector
has been noted with encourage-
ment,” it said.

Alamgir sald the highest
investment took place in housing

SC proceedmgs

From pa
Barrister Maudu Ahnwd and
Barrsiter Na “J‘mul Huda, among
others, led the anti- government
lawyers while Depu ty Allorney
General Saifuddin, Sahara
Lﬁ&a&n and Nurul Islam Sujon
ment lawyers.

'l'l‘tpﬂg: was withdrawn and

the ju were allowed to come

oul at 12:40 l'olluw!n inter-
vention by lntlud

ing Barrlster
ATiTeA S Sy Ishtiaque

Barrister Malm:l Hosein. Barrls'

ter Najmul
+A 9K ) Hu-da and
They requested the Chief Jus-

tice to suspend proceed
Supreme Court ul? the la::? wau;
resolved.
Later, at a meeting of
tating lawyers, l}w;'ﬁbr!limw;ums
led by Syed Ishtiaque Ahmed said
they would hold further consulta-
tions with the Chief Justice on the
matter. They said they would
atlend hearings at the High Court
but would stay off those in the
Supreme Court.
ller, a meeting was held at
the chamber of Barrister
Ishtiaque Ahmed to resolve the
Issue. It was attended A
among others, Dr Kamal Hossain
. Mainul Hosein, Rokanuddin
Mahmud, Najmu) Huda,
r*l;-;hbul;dugdln AI'Jlmed Amirul
slam ilonal Attorney Gen-
cra_ll_ﬁv'leahbub-c -Alam.
agitating lawyers said they
would cmur:ﬁ their protest on
Sunday.

and construction sector.

The size of the Annual Develop-
ment Plan (ADP), he said, has
increased by two to five times over
that in mid 70s. The current ADP
is of Tk 17,500 crore.

The country started exporting
software this year and the gov-
emnment plans to set an export
target of two billion dollars to be
achieved within flve to seven

years.

He sald the government has
also taken up a Tk 900 crore
project to set up a submarine
cable line up to Singapore crore to
modernise data transmission.

The state mentioned that the
Sixth Five-Year Plan is now being

prepared and it would be
announced in 2002.

Follower of
[Laden held

CHITTAGONG, Jan 11: A self
declared follower of Osama Bin
Laden was arrested on Wednes-
day night from Halishahar area of
the port city.

Muhammad Yakub, 30, was
arrested from his uncle's rented
house at Halishahar B-block.

Yakub was produced before the
court today. He reportedly admit-
ted having connection with
Laden. He was placed on a four-
day remand.

Lawyers of Supreme Court held a meeting protesting the appointment of judges to the Appellate Divi-
sion yesterday at the High Court building. President of Supreme Court Bar Association Barrister

Moinul Hossain addressing the meeting.

- Star photo

Politicisation of judiciary
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and Mujibur Rahman Sarwar MP.
Chiefs and top-ranking leaders
from Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-
Islami and Islami Olkya Jote
attended the gathering on special
invitation from the BNP chalrper-
son,

Al (he meeting, the opposition
leader announced a joint mass
procession of the four-party
alllance in Dhaka on January 18
to press home the demand for
cancellation of the PSA.

The opposition alliance would
launch a militant movement and
announce hartal, blockade and
other sorts ol action programimes,
if the government refused to
abolish the "anti-humanitarian
and unconstitutional” act imme-
dlately, Khaleda warned.

“If the Awami League govern-
ment do not repeal the black law,”
she said. "we, after assuming
power through the next election,
will try its corrupt and terrorist
leaders and activists under the
PSA."

The BNP apprehension that -

the PSA would be used to harass
opposition leaders and activisls
has been proved right in less than
a year, she said.

“The government has not ever
applied the act against the AL
terrorists who have forcibly occu-
pied people's properties,” she
said. "People will never accept the
law as it Is not being applied
impartially.”

The BNP chief said BNP would

definitely put the corrupt Awami
League ministers and leaders In
the dock because they have
looted thousands of crores of
taka. No crime committed by
them will go unpunished, she
added.

"The AL doesn't have the slight-
est chance of returning to power,”
Khaleda sald, "We will soon topple
the government through mass
movement and form a nationalist
government with people who
belleve in Islamic values.”

Referring to arrest of BNP
leaders and activists, she said the
government arrested thousands
of opposition leaders and activ-
ists under false cases (0 suppress
the movement as well as to rig the
upcoming polls.

She demanded Immediate
release of all leaders and workers,
including BNP Standing Commit-
tee members KM Obaidur
Rahman and Nurul Islam Manju.

About arrest of JP Chalrman
HM Ershad, she alleged that the
government was not allowing the
law to take its own course and
obstructing for proper function-
ing of the court. She hoped that
Ershad would be released
through legal procedures.

About eviction of hawkers, she
said the AL men collected money
and tolls from the hawkers regu-
larly and were evicting them
without making arrangement for
their rehabilitation. She asked
the government to halt eviction of
hawkers right now,

She expressed grave concern
over non-avallabllity of textbooks
and alleged that the mismanage-
ment was due to corruption,
politicisation and frregularities
done by the government officials.
Publication of textbooks was also
delayed as the AL brought major
changes In praise of "one man.”
she added.

Khaleda Zia sald the armed
cadres of AL had launched attack
on opposition activists and cre-
ated a relgn of terror In
Chittagong to prevent the pickets
from peacefully observing the
hartal. But, she added, cases
were being filed against BNP
activists.

The meeting was addressed,
among others, by JI”'s senior vice
chalrman Roushan Ershad,
Jamaat Ameer Matlur Rahman
Nizami, 1OJ Chalrman Azizul
Haq, BNP leaders Professor AQM
Badrudozza Chowdhury, Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, Kurshid
Jahan Haq MP, Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy, Amanullah Aman
MP, Shamsuzzaman Dudu MP,
Abdus Salam and Rezvi Ahmed,

JP secretary general Naziur
Rahman Manjur and Jamaal
secretary general All Ahsan

Mohammad Mujahid,

10J Secretary General Fazlul |

Haq Amini did not turn up for the

meeting In protest of the alli- J Cl
ance's refusal to take his side |

when he opposed the High Court
verdict on fatwa, sources said.

Rule nisi
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looting of shop that was carried
out by the accused. He opposed
granting of any stay order.

But he came In for hard ques-
tions from the court. Justice Abu
Saeed Ahmed asked the Addi-
tional Attorney General to clarify
whether the country was under
Martial Law or being governed
under civil law. His observation
came on the issue of denial of bail
to an accused under the PSA.

But the state attorney simply
opposed the argument I:rly the
petitioners’' lawyers and defended
the PSA. However, he concen-
trated on the case against
Morshed Khan. He wanted to
know why the petitioners are only
citing the case filed in Chittagong.

At this stage, the court asked
the Addiun Attorney General if
he was representing only the
government or the 13 crore
ple of the country. He, mntended
the court, must see that the law
does not go against the public
interest.

Dr Kamal Hossain pointed out
that under the PSA a mugger
could be sentenced to ten years
rigorous Imprisonment. But
under penal code the same
offender could be sentenced less
than the period. It leaves plenty of
room for the government to apply
the PSA indiscriminately on
political grounds to victimise its
opponents, added Dr Kamal.

The court asked the lawyers for
the petitioners to state the

of their prayer for declar-
ing the PSA ultra vires of consti-
tution. He also wanted to know if
they are challenging the entire

PSA or any particular section.
Syed Ishtiaque Ahmed in his
reply to the query said that there
was no guideline in this act as to
how the law will be applied. Citing
the case of one Nurul Islam, the
senior constitutional counsel
said that Foreign Exchange Regu-
lation Act was declared ultra vires
as there was no guideline.
Before a debate ensued over
thgci)ra}'er for a stay on the pro-
ings, Dr Kamal Hossain
asked for a stay on the proceed-
ings of the case against the BNP
lawmaker and his son. But
Mahbub-e-Alam strongly
opposed, saying it would effect
hundreds of cases. The court
observed that In that case, all
such cases should come up
before the court for review.
Justice Abu Saeed Ahmed told
the lawyers for the plaintiffs that
he had seen a newspaper report
that the plaintiffs were granted
anticipatory bail in the case.
Khandaker Mahbubuddin
Eta)tnled out that no anticipatory
Il was granted by the vacation
bench; It only asked the police not
to disturb the petitioners before a
substantive hearing in a regular
bench is held within seven days
after reopening of the court on

January 7.
Unless the court stays the
proceedings, the petilioners

would not be left with much time
for hearing, he said while seeking
the stay.

But the court asked him if
there had been a prayer for balil in
the petition. The counsels for the
petitioners sald that they were
challenging the validity of the act

issued against PSA

and asking for a stay on the pro-
ceedings of the case. If the court
does not grant the stay, the peti-
tioners would be harassed.

The court ignoring objections
from the state attorney fixed
Sunday for hearing on the stay on
the proceedings of the case.

Earlier, Attorney General
Mahmudul Islam declined to
conduct the case citing personal
reasons. Sources close to his
office sald that he declined
because Morshed Khan helped
him publish a book, Constitu-
tional Law of Bangladesh, which
is the only such book in the coun-
iry.

Teenage girl
burnt alive,

12 houses
gutted in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 11: A
teenage girl was burnt alive In a
fire at Agrabad Baropole under
Double Mooring thana in the city
this afternoon.

The victim was identified
Monl,
Latif.

Witnesses said, the lire origi
nated from an electric shot circuit
in Kalur Colony at around 3 pm.

The [lire gutted some 12
thatched houses, causing dam-
age to property worth around Tk 5
lakh, fire brigade sources said.

Fire fighters reached the spot
and extinguished the blaze.

as

14, daughter of one Abdul

e e —

President tells JS
Criminal activities

Declining since

Enactment of PSA

By Staff Correspondent

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has observed that crimi-
nal activities such as terrorism,
vandallssm and arson started
declining since the Public Safety
Act came Into force,

The Jatlya Sangsad passed the
PSA nearly a year ago midst wide-
spread protest.

President’s comment came at a
time when an opposition law-
maker had challenged the contro-
versial law In the High Court,
saying that the law curtalls peo-
ple’s fundamental rights.

The president, who earller gave
assent Lo the law on condition of
certain changes In it, made the
observation In his address to the
Jatlya Sangsad yesterday. Con-
ventionally, the president deliv-
ers a cabinet-approved speech In
the House In line with the prac-
tice of parllamentary democracy.

In his set speech, the president
also lauded the government's
steps In curbing terrorism and its
success In restoring peace In the
south-western region through a
special drive.

36-hour hartal
in Ctg ends

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 11: The 36-
hour hartal enforced by All Party
Action Committee (APAC) In the
port city ended at 6 pm today:.

APAC called the hartal
demanding withdrawal of case
filed against BNP central leader M
Morshed Khan, MP and release of
the opposition activists arrested
during a hartal onJanuary 7.

Morshed Khan and his son
Failsal Morshed Khan were sued
under Public Safety Act (PSA) for
ransacking a shop at GEC cross
ing in the city on December 26.

The supporters of APAC organ-
ised rallies and processions at
different parts of the city during
hartal hours today. The ruling
party activists also took out anti-
hartal processions in the city

Police and paramilitary BDR
were deploved in the city to avert
any untoward incidents.

However, business activities in
city were badly alfected due to the
hartal, sources concerned said
Delivery of goods to and Irom
littagong port was suspended
during the hartal, causing a
severe dislocation in port opera-
tion, port sources salid.

Chittagong Port Authority has
decided to ensure round the clock
operation on weekly holidays
tomorrow and the day alter
tomorrow, port sources said.

All kinds of wvehicles except
rickshaws stayed off the roads
while shops and markets were
closed.

At Bahaddarhat crossing
police chased some opposition
activists at around 10 am today.

Train service to and from
Chittagong was as usual, railway
sources sald.

BB warned
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exhaustive,” the MCCI president
sald.

He said that L/C margin
requirement for import of com-
mercial items has been relaxed by
Bangladesh Bank for two items --
raw cotton and fertiliser. "But
there are a number of other price
sensitive commercial items which
will be hit hard by the high mar-
gin requirement of 50 per cent.”

He requesied the Commerce
Ministry to take up the issue with
the BB so that the L/C margin
requirements are left for the
banks to decide based on bank-
client relationship and items to
be Imported. "Otherwise, contin-

affect the costs of imported com-
mercial items.

The MCCI president also
demanded that the government
take up at its highest level the
issue of Bangladesh products
under 25 categories getting zero-
tariff access to Indla.

From page 1

tion that they won't be back until
congenial a ere returns to
the parllament that now has a
short s%-‘:a left In its c’yrrent
lenure. Mizan- u faction
of JP however ancrum!er:i‘ the ses-
slon.

Foreigndi . top bureau-
crats and chiefs of the three ser-
vices were seen present in the
VVIP gallery to listen to the Presi-
dent's spcech amidst tight secu-
rity.

The President said the country
I‘:rla:hmalnb‘m a lstahlt economy

substantial progress In
socloeconomie sectors following
the successful tation of
wellare-oriented economic

lo successive

I
'“a ity in m'_npfwmtﬁ:.
flggm ﬂwmﬂq, satisfac-

President asks all

mentioned the government's
achlevements In poverty allevia-
tion, development of rural Infra-
structure, modernisation of the
armed forces, administrative
reforms and success In external
affairs redeeming the nation's
image.

President Ahmed told the
parllament that efforts were on to
bring back the eleven absconding
convicts in Bangabandhu murder
case through bilateral and inter-
national channels.

He said the last session of the
UN Human Rights Organisalion
in Geneva adopted a resolution
that the condemned Kkillers
should not get shelter anywhere.
This resolution is a recognition by
the International community of
Bangladesh's relentless
endeayours towards establishing
human andvalues,

The esldent cautiously
gimlded the ifaue ur:m]f1 political
sputes prevalling In the count
but called for accelerating I‘.hné

present pace of success keeping
lhrmt of global advance.

“We must adopt correct steps
80 that as a nation we can march
ahead with unity, solidarity and

deep sense of patriotism,” he

sald.

He said a new voler list was
prepared for the next general
elections and other elections in
future. The Election Commission
has taken steps to print the list.

Relferring to parllamentary by-
elections In three constituencles
Rajshahi-5, Jhalakathi-2 and
Khulna-5 he sald these elections
were free, falr and impartial.
Besides, election to 13 municipal-
itles was held peacefully. Six
municipal elections could not
take place following court injunc-
tlons.

Regarding law and order, the
President observed that internal
peace and discipline is a prereq-
ulsite for development of any
country. He sald the government
Is cnmmiucd to keeping law and
order under control and relieving
the soclely of terrorism.

Aboul the judiciary, President,
also the former Chief Juallcr
sald thal a six-year

entitled Leg al an udlclal
Capacit Bulldlng had been
unde at a cost of Tk 250
crore to update the judicial sys-

tem through radical reforms.

The Public Administration
Reform Commission submitted
its final report of the first phase
recommending Improvement of
the level of efficiency, effective-
ness, accountability and trans-
parency in public organisations,
enabling them to fullil govern-
ment's commitment (o ensure
socloeconomic development.

Presently the Commission Is
working on restructuring and
rationalising of manpower of the
corporations and autonomous
bodles.

The President sald ellective
measures have been taken for
modernising the armed florces
making it more dynamic by
increasing professional effi-
clency. He mentioned the estab-
lishment of National Defence
College, Military Institute of
Sclence and Technology, Armed
Forces Medical College and
Peacekeeping Centre.

He pralsed the Awaml League
government saying that the coun-
try's socloeconomic seclor
recorded remarkable progress
and stability by the successful
implementation ol people-
oriented economic programines,

He asserted that pragmatic
policies of the government had
helped keep Inflation at a very
salisfactory low level. Favourable
investment climate has been
created by revitalising the activi-
ties of commercial banks and the
central bank.

Shahabuddin pointed out that
rationalisation of the tax system
and expansion of the tax-base
had been done with a view to
Increasing investment and reduc-
ing poverty.

Highlighting recent develop
ments In the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, the President said the
"historic Peace Accord” signed
between the government and the
PCJSS In 1997 opened up oppor-
tunities for the progress ol the
tribal area.

He mentioned that some 35
different projects, Including
construction of roads, hospital,
educational institutions, setting
up ol digital telephone
exchanges, [full-fledged radio
station and television relay cen-
tre, are all part of the plan for
development of the CHT.

Inappmprhlc use nf wurda and
missing punctuation In many
parts made the speech horrible.
Even words were sometimes
missing from the text of the
:]Jecch. Grammatical blunders

so featured high throughout the
50-page printed speech.

The word ‘emphasis’ was

geatcdly? llcd as ‘'emphases’,

‘'mi

was spelled
‘mellion’. l"rc sitions Ilkr 1o’
and ‘of, and the article 'the’ were
frequently missing from many
sentences. Hyphens were also
absent from where It was needed.

Caplital letters were
unnecessarily used, and there
was no uniformity of style In
using numbers In many areas.
Sequence of tense and the use of
number were not properly
maintained.

For example, one senlence
reads: "Of the proposed 12
Science and Technology
Universities, construction of 6
universities in the first phase
have began Another such
sentlence goes as: "This has also
arose Iinterest among the
prospective buyers of those
industrial units.”

Auxillary verbs required for
plural number were used In the
case of singular number and vice
versa. The pronoun ‘who' was
used for the country.

The word ‘attracting’ replaced
the right word ‘attaching while
law’ was spelled ‘low'. Thal
particular senlence ('UHI;IIHII’IL[

Linguistic riddle

the two wrongly used words also
did not malu: any Sense
"Attracting topmost im

to the low and order of the
country.”

Duplication of words like ‘the’
and ‘of often appeared in the
phrasing of sentences.

One blzarre sentence reads:
“The religious harmony [raternity
and understanding prevailing
among on the citizens of
Bangladesh belonging to different
faiths, Is a model for other
countries.”

Another such sentence was
worded as: "To remove this
weakness, expand export market
and exportable goods and
strengthen exporl trade an.
ambitious project for
diversification of export has been
takenup.” >

The wrilten copy, (oo, was
made availlable to foreign
diplomats, who attended the
session, more than an hour after
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
began his speech. The journalists
also had to go through a lot of
trouble to get copies of the
English translation, as those did
not reach the press gallery
despile repeated requests, ,

A parliament secretariat ofll-
cial put down the delay In distri-
bution of the English version to
late delivery of those from the
printing press. However, the
Bangla version was marcle avail-
able as soon as the President
began his address.

- -

From page 1
Conventionally, the presidential
address comes [irst in the firs
sesslon of a year.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed addressed the House after
a 40-minute recess following
adoption of the obituary reference
on ruling party MP from Satkhira

] Syed Kamal Bakth Saki and
four others.

Most of the ruling party MPs
including Narayan Chandra
Chandu, who won the Khulna-5
by-election on December 20,
attended the session,

Lawmakers ol Jatiya Party
[action led by Communications
Minister Anwar Hossain Manju
also attended the sitting

Diplomats and dignitaries were

| present atl the VIP gallery while
| the visilors' gallery was nearly
empty during the President's
address, which lasted for more

| than two hours

| upazila under

Members of the opposition
BNP, Jatiya Party (Ershad) and
Jamaat-e-Islami did not attend
the sitting. The Speaker had
earlier invited Leader of the Oppo-
sition Khaleda Zia to come back
to parliament.

Since the 13th session ol pres-

Tea shop owner

stabbed to
death 1n
Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Jan 11: A tea shop
owner was stabbed to death by
some unidentified miscreants at
village Mostalapur in Kaliganj
Jhenidah district

| last night.

The miscreants also snatched
away his bicycle

The dead was
Gopal Chandra
28, of village
same upazila

Family
came under attack at about 7.15
pm while he
H]ll‘]‘l

He succumbed to his injuries
on the way to Kaliganj Upazila

identilied
Bhattacharya,
Chaprail under

das

sources said, Gopal

was going to his

' Health Complex
ued high margin requirement will

A case was filed with Kaliganij
police station In this connection
and the body was sent to
Jhenidah sadar hospital lor
autopsy. None was arrested In
this connection tll filing ol this
report.

to build on successes achieved so far

Listing various projects under
taken by the Awami League gov
ernment in the country's educa-
tion sector, the President said
Bangladesh is now considered a
model in the field of primary and
mass education in the Aslan
region.

President Shahabuddin also
praised Awami League's policies
and strategies for ensuring health
services to the common people
and listed the projects under
taken so far In this sector.

The President reminded that
the country's economic growth
largely depends agriculture and
Lhat the government earmarked it
as a priority sector. Because of
qualitative changes in food man-
agement more emphasis is laid on
internal procurement by the
private sector rather than Import
of food-grain by the government.

He noted with satisfaction that
the government has ensured the
right to food for the poor.

After the exhaustive two-hour-
ten-minute new-year speech by
the President, the House was

adjourned till 10 amon Sunday.

New Year session

ent parliament, the opposition
parties have been abstaining
from attending its sessions,

exceptl on one day to fulfll consti-
tutional obligation to protect thelr
membership. They blamed the
‘-xl;.f aker lor partisan attitude’ in
conducting the business of the

House

The sitting selecied a five
member panel for running the
House during absence of the

Speaker and the Depuly Speaker
The [ive are Abdul Latif Siddique
Abul Kalam Azad. Sved Masud
Reza, Golam Hossain and Saheen
Monwara Haque

Speaking on tht bituan,
reference, Leader of the House
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
condoled the death ol Syed Kamal
lakith Saki. She dled his
contribution to tl country's
Liberation War

The House adopted the obitu
arv relerence on lormer Speaker
and BNP leader Mirza Golam
Hafiz. former MP Dr Abdul Awal
former member of the then pro

vincial assembly Sikander All and
Jativa Sangs pyificial
Mohammad Shahidul Islain

Soon after the presidential
address was over, the Speaker
adjourned the sitting till 10amon
January 10

Jalal Murder
From page 12

city on March 25, 1999

Abbasuddin. son of the victin
filed a murder case with Ramn

police station on March 26, 1999

All the accused Including
Inspector Ziaul Ahsan, Havilder
Billal, Constable dur Rouf and

canteen manager Anwar Hossain
were present in the court yester
day.

Mf"irulm]ﬂ.!n pubilie
tor Quamrul Islam appeared for

I TS

the state while Advocatle ABM
Sharfuddin Khan Mukul and
Mahbub Ahimed for the accused

Lawver lor 1ISpeclon Ziaul
Ahsan told The Dallv Star yester-
dav that victim's wile Halima
Khatun was see court
premises on Nuesday

Meanwl public presecutor
claimed in the court on Monday
that witnesses in the Jalal
der case. notably Jalal's four
familv members, could not be
traced L ! e 1 ;*l-f.ta‘
report carlier submitied bDefort

the court

Haripur plant
Fro: 12
lenderisers rs)
captioned project (Haripur Power
Plant Extension Project) on 26Lh
December 2000 without having
obtained our concurrence, as
required under the agreement
between GOB ( Government of
Bangladesh) and JBIC

We would like to inform you
clearly that if BPDB goes ahead
with the present move, we shall
be constrained to withdraw our
financing to the contract as th{!
least possible measure

Three Japanese comp nies
Mitsubishi, Mitsul-Kawasaki and
Maruben! participated in the bid,
which had a bumpy start in late
1999 due to lack of participation
at first and then due to contlicts
between the Project Consultant,
Mott MacDonald, and PDB.

Last month, the consultant
found Kawasakl technically
disqualified. Yet, PDB was inflhus
enced by an influential political
lobby backing Kawasak! to
announce it as a qualifled bidder
on December 26, byvpassing JBICS
sources concerned said. .

When JBIC came to know this,
it sent the letier

Since the project Involves
Japanese compantes only, JBIC
(s plaving a fair role so that the
most competent company gets
the bid,” one source noted.

Earlier in March last year, the
Project Consultant tried to tech-
nically disqualify Kawasaki bt
the political lobby put it on the
track.
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