{

English League Cup

‘anvihing

Ipswich draw
first blood

LONDON. Jan 10: In-lforn
Ipswich., chasing  European
qualification on three  fronts.
took a step nearer their goal
withh a controversial penalty
that gave them a 1-0 win over
First Division Hmumglmm City
in their League Cup semi-final
first leg meeting at Portinan
Road en Tuesday. reporis AFP

Marcus Stewagt converted
his 15th goal ol tH€ season on

the stroke of halt-time alten
Northern Irish international
Danuv Sonner. on his 29th

birthday and who was let go by
Ipswich coach George Burlev in
1998 for just 70,000 pounds
{100,000 dollars) because of an
off the field incident, was ad-
judged to have handled a Jim

-i‘.ltluﬂ.l'{}ll Cross

Burley, who appeared for
Ipswich in two League Cuap
semi-finals without ever making
it through to the final .1Itl1nuLh
of the 1978
had to

he was a member
FA Cup winning side
make do without the cup-tied
Alun  Armstrong. who had
plaved for Middlesbrough ear-
lier in the competition. so
James Scowcroft reverted from
midfield to partner Stewart up
tront

Menotti, Bilardo

fighting it off
verbally

BUENOS AIRES. Jan 10
Former Argentine World Cup-
winning coaches Cesar Luls
Menotti and Carlos Bilardo
stepped up a running feud on
Tuesday with Bilardo com-
plaining his predecessor was
simply not in his league. re-

}mrh':\Fl"
Menotti led Argentina to the
1978 World Cup. but Bilardo
who performed the same feat in
1986. said his feat was by lar
the greater as it came in Mexico
whereas his rival's trinmph was
on home soil
Bilardo. 61
hoping to make a
politics. claims Menotti,
older. has effectively lived
the former's own reputation
20 vears.”
Menotti has been even more
dismissive of Bilardo. howevei
Mar del Plata-based dailv La
Capital quoted him as saving
that "we can thank politics fog
taking him out of football™ with
Bilardo saving he itends o
run for the presidency in 2004
Bilardo. formerly a doctor
told Radio Mitre that Menotti
had also once said sniflily that
"vyou can thank football for
taking Bilardo out of medicine
Bilardo said he was

and who is now
career in
a vear
ofl
“lor

fed up |

withh various nedia
tending, as he saw it. to
out Menotti's view on his
formAance
Atcording ~ te
notti "goes on and on. I can't'do

everything | have ever
!Ll‘h’.ll

per-

Buardo

done has been bad since

Menotti once was quoted as
saving he would never go to see
Bilardo in the latter's capacity
as a doctor

Reporters reminded Bilardo
of that reported comment and
asked if he would have attended
to Menotti if need be

As a doctor, ves because
as a doctor you have to deal
with people who have problems

Menotti hit back by saying
he was nonplussed at his "dear
enemy's” political aspirations
when Bilardo had always
peared to be apolitical

Now he wants to be
dent. 1 don't understand
thing any more

Conti pleads
for thieves'

mercy

ROME, Jan 10: Italy's 1982
World Cup winning star Bruno
Conti Tuesday appealed to
thieves to returm momentos
froin his football career after a
burglary at his house, reports
AFP

Among the memorabilia sto-
len were seven medallions
commemorating each of tl_lr'
seven matches he plaved for
Enzo Bearzot's side during the
1982 tournament in Spain that
culminated in the 3-1 victory
over West Germany in the final

Also taken was a gold Rolex
watch presented to Conti after
his club side AS Roma won the
1982-3 Scudetto - the last time
Roma won the title

r"l]‘
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"l appeal to anyone who can
understand the emotional value
these objects have for me.” said
Conti

"These are objects I wanted
to divide up between my two
children as a momento and
which would have been part of
my wedding present to (his son)
Daniele on his wedding day on
June 21. | hope someone can
help me find them.”

Dortmund out
with record
fee for Czech

DORTMUND, Germany, Jan
10: Sparta Prague Czech inter-
national midfielder Tomas Ro-
sicky joined highflying Bundes-
liga outfit Borussia Dortmmund
for a German record 24.8 mil-

lion deutschmarks (12 million
dollars) on Tuesday. reports
AFP

The 20-.year-old, capped

eight times,
contract with the 1997 Euro-
pean Cup champions and is set

to play In an indoor match this
The German league
winter break does not end till

weekend

January 26

"I wanted a player to lill the
coach

creative role in midfield,”
Matthias Sammer said.
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MILAN. Jan 10O
Dino Zoll Ie-
turned to  tront-

line football man-
agement Tuesday.
taking the helm of
laltan First Division champions
Lazio shortly after their Eng-
land-bound Swedish Sven Go-
ran Eriksson had announced
his departure, reports AFP.

Zofl, the club vice-president

Dino ZofliL)

headquarters in Formello on January 9.

and
have

coach
said

but also a former
president ol Lazio.

come back because | ain a Lazio
man. | could not resist this
challenge. | am taking on
Eriksson’s team who have done
a great job

Six months ago Zoflf, who
won both the World Cup and

the European Championship as

his country's most legendary
goalkeeper. stepped down as
coach to the Italian national
side just two days after the
"Azzurri® lost the Euro 2000

Final 2-1 to France

Italy had been within sce-
onds of winning that tourna-
ment  before  Svivain - Wiltord

equalised for the French in the
fith minute of stoppage time

A polden goal from David
Trezeguet ensured France and
not Italy would prevatil

Although Zoff had ‘exceeded
expectations he faced one lor-
midable critic in Al Milan

S A S -

being presented to the media by Lazio presi-
dent Sergio Cragnotti during a press conference at the club'’s

--AFP photo

president Silvio Berlusconi who
brancled the coach a 'dilettante’
(amateur) for failing to man-
mark France's playvmaker Zine
dine Zidane

Berlusconi, who will seek 1o
become his countrv's  Prime
Minister for the second time in
this vear's [talian elections. had
lar less football eredentials than
Zoll but the latter felt obliged to
resign

It was not the first timme that
Zoll had come off the worse in a
sKirmish with a politician

In  his  previons  stint - as
coach ol Lazlo Francesco
Ikutelli, a Lazio fan who on

Monday reslgned as  Rome's
mavor to focus o his campaign
as the left wing's candidate for
Primme  Minister,  delivered a
broadside at Zofl. accusing him
of falling to stamp his person-
ality on the team,

With  etther Berlusconi or
Rutelll set to become the coun-
trv's next Prime Minister Zoll

wolttld be forgiven if he chose to
abstain at the election

His relations with the media
have also been difficult,

As ltaly coach Zoll ollen gave
monosvllabie answers to banal
questions and resolutely re-
used to smle

His defining achlevement
remains  his  part  in Haly's
memorable World Cap trivmph
in 1982 where - at 4| he Le-
came the oldest plaver (o win
fjoothall's ultimate accolade,

s0ne lourteen years previ-
ously he had also won the
Euvropean Champlonship with
Italy and n all gained 112 caps
lor the Azzurrli - a mark sur-
passed just before Christmas by
AC Milan delender Paolo Mald-
i
Zolt, OY next month, was
born in the Friuli region of Italy
near what was then the border
withh Yugoslavia in 1942 al
Mariano

He began his career with lo-
cal favourites Udinese belore
moving on Mantua and Na-
]m||

But the club where he spent
the best vears ol his playving
career was Juventus and at
club level he won six Scudettos
(Italian  Championships). two
lalian Cups as well as the 1977
UEFA Cup

It was at Juventus that he
took his first steps as a coacl,
looking after the club's goal-
Iwc-;n-ru belore hmhing atter the
ltalian under-21 side in their
campaign for the 1988 Qlyvan-
pics in Seoul

He returned to Juventus for

two seasons as coach belore
moving to Lazio for the [first
ume in 1990. He later became
club president but eventually

gave up that title in 1998 when
he succeeded Cesare Maldini as
coach to the national side.

Alter quitting the [taly job
last July took a break but was
persuaded later to rejoin the
Lazio board by current presi-
dent Sergio Cragnotti

signed a six vear

|
|
|
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The Engli

LONDON. :Jan 10
The world ol LLng-
lish flootball wel-
comed the inuni-
nent arrival ol
Sven Goran
Friksson as coach of the na-
tional side Tuesday but

warned against expecting mira-

cles from the Swedish guru,
reports AFP
Eriksson, the [lirst Nnotl-

Englislunan to be appointed
England manager. sensationally
H[f‘I}I]"t'fI down as coach ol Serie
A side Lazio on Tuesday.

The 52-vear-old's departuire
from the Rome giants means he
is now free to take up the Eng-
land reins as soon as possible.
a fact welcomed by coaches and
officials Tuesday.

Leicester City manager Petei

Tavlor. who had been due O
leadd England in their home
Inendl igainst Spain on Feb-
ruarv 28, said lhe was now
happy to make wav for Lriks-

when Sven
coming over here to take
charge of England and it is
ood that it is going to happen
sooner rather thame later
Tavlor said

A< "3 |
never like
job
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England hat
on it is that he can
come over straight away. It
cle v lot of things up for us

lavlor who will work
with Eriksson as one ol
coaches along with Man-
I tl-l[!"rll"\ “"If“‘..l"

ars
saicl
closely
l1is
f][;-t-.lr-['
McClaren
It would have e to
been in charge lor the
Spain game but at least Iwve
done the job for one gann
what 1s 1in the Interesis of
England 1s what counts
Favior had svinpathy
things worked
Eriksson in the lartter
his spell with Lazio
| think he has had a couple

heen
hr‘l". \
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hes)
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Wil

of bad injuries to key plavers
which have affected his teamn
and resulis.” he said

As soon as he became Eng-

landd manager, supporters were
saving what a fantastic man-
ager he but then they
changed the next inimute which
is sad becaunse he Is an excel-
lent coach

Eriksson’'s immediate task is
o revive England's disastrous
start 1o their 2002 World Cup
qualifving campaign. which saw
them 1-00 at home 1o Ger-
many before scrambling a 0-0
draw in Finland

League Managers' Associa-
tion chiel executive John Barn
well - who was bitterlv opposed
o a loreigner being appointedd
in the first place sald
England team would benefit
from Eriksson coming
carher

“"To have
limbo does not do
any good or make
casier.” said Barnwell

“The sooner he is here
getting on with it, the better

WelS

lose

OLur

FA will be relieved
thirough  the front
working

‘Betore they

o gel
door

Eriksson we were (in
& an Enghsh manager in charg

“there

the
aboard

things hanging in
CaAlLlSse
his job any

and

'He is a pood coach and an
excellent communicator and the
him
andl

appoiinted
favown ol

h cautiously happy

and we do
ClHOTrLSs wWwere
Englishh man-
insuit to
Wl S 1100=00 000 ;_‘--m*. enowuglh

it now he<hasobeen
pouited it is in everyone s inters
Support Ve -La0rall

national sid
not think enoueh
made to find an

wer - It was an
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Eriksson wholeheartedly

Formern
[revor Br
of Sport England. a
10 develop
l.neland
L 21Ve))

Eneland mifielders
now chairman
t||r'|'l' L | IIII
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Orass-y Sport 1l
said shoukd
litne 1o grow into the

Eriksson

SVEN GORAN ERIKSSON

"He now has a ol Lo
Lelp: them guahily for the World

up - and we have to give Liim
that chhance,” Brooking saidl

It's going to be difficult 1or

him because he is the first o)
cign coach. Lots of k;nu!x have
gonc down that road and now

that football has as well. he has

to be given that chiance

“1If he can achieve get the re-
sults in the gualiliers against
Finland. Albania and Greoeos

then England should achieve o

Moving farewell
for the Swede

ROME. Jan 10: England
coach Sven Goran Eriksson was
given an emotional send-off by
Lazio fans on Tuesday evening
at the Olympie Stadium as the
Italian champions played the
Chinese national team in a

match to mark the conclusion
of their centenary year, reports
AP

Eriksson. Lazios most sie-
cessiul coachi, having led the
Roman outfit to the Scudetto
last season - onlv their secondd

title and their first for 26 yvears
was accompanied by elub
president Sergio Cragnotti and

his successor as coach Dino
Zofl,

The 52-vear-old Swede was
clearly moved by the reception

as he addressed the erowd via a
microphone in the centre of the
piie §

“The reception has
me even to tears.” said
normally taciturn Swede,

‘I will always carry vou with
in my heart, now I must 2o,

“Life is like that. I thank vou
for staying close 1o me and
jolning with me in the success
of this great teamn.”

Applause rang around the
stadium and Lazio fans un-
lurled a huge banner, saving
Victory wnited us, we have
been divided for the good of
Lazio. Goodbve Mister Eriksson.
you are a champion of style.”

moved
the

nlav-off plaee At T
paluving gronp.”

i an carly foretaste ol the
treatment Eriksson is
receive trom the Eng-
came in Tuesday's

worst 1

SO | 1
likel 1O
lishh media
Dailv Mirror

The paper questioned the
wisdom ol Eriksson's appoint-
ment and said Lazio's recent
poor form brought the Swede's
coaching credentials into ques-
11011

England bosses used to ar-
v winners and then make
o mess of it." the paper's head-
litie read. "Not any more - we o
a loser trom day one

Mancini too
leavmg

ROME. Jan 10: Lazio assis-
tant coach Roberto Mancini
announced Tuesday he would
leave the club after the evening
friendlv match with the Chinese
national team, reports AFP

clS

(il
-

Mancini was assistant 1o
Swecddishh coach Sven Goran
Eriksson who left the Iltalian

champions Tuesday to take up
his appointment with the Eng-
land team but club president

Sergio Cragnotti overlooked the

former Italian international and
insteacl (l!"'[?fﬂlll"(l club vice-
president Dino Zoff as coacl.

I have really enjoved fl
here” said Mancini. "But this is
111y day with Lazio. 1 was
Eriksson's main assistant and
theretore | must take my share
ol the responsibility

P

laslt

Sport

Zoff under spotlight again

Sad Bertolotti
says goodbye

'\10[‘)1‘NA Italy. Jan 10:
I rancesco Bertolottd retired
lrom loothall on Tuesday less

than two months after the post.
thatch assault by an opponent
that left him fighting for his life.
reports AFP,

Bertolottl, who played
Italian  Third  Division
Modena, confirmed in a press
conference that he would quit
after being advised to do so by
doctors who helped him recover
from a coma,

Accompanied by his wile and
two children 33-year-old Ber-
tolottt was on the verge of 1ears
as he spoke.

“As flar as my Iature s con-
cerned 1 do not know whiat to
do or what I am capable of do-
ing.” he said

‘It was only Friday when |
had my last medical that | knew
I would have to give up football.,
I had askecd the doctors before
bat they had always given me
vague replies, saving it was not
the moment to make such a
decision

I am going 1o miss tootball a
lot - 1T won't even be able to have
o Kickaround  with  friends. |
had been hoping to carry on
tntdl the end of the season.”

Bertolottk said he was  still
unconvineed by the apology
offered by Como skipper Mas-
simtliano Ferrigno whose  as-
sanlt ended his career and al-
most cost Bertolotti a lot more.

Ferrigno. who has been sus.
pended pending a disciplinam
hearimg and also taces erinnnal
clurrges ol grievous bodilv harm
andd failing to assist a person in
chistress. has apologised 1 the
pross for the assault after
Ihird Division match won -0
by Comao,

I he was really sorry i
up 1o him to explain
and not via the
Bertolont

He  revealed

[(1)
side

WwWiels
himscll
media.” sanl

stmple  tasks
were still difficult. explatinge 7l
still need a little bit ol hone |
necd another operation aned
the moment T can not pneke 1
my lele girl.”

Lazio lesson
for China

ROME. Jan 10 Italian
champions Lazio gave their
England-bound coach Sven
Goran  Eriksson a winning
send-off on Tuesday, beating
the Chinese national team 6-3

at the Olympic Stadium in a
mateh that brounght down the
curtain on the Rome outfit's
centenary year, rt"pc:-rtﬁ AFP.

Lazio eased to a 2-0 half-
time lead over the visitors, who
coached by bohemian Yugoslav
Bora Milutinovic finished fourth
i October's Aslan Cup finals,
o ensure the match was effec-
tively over at the interval,

Their Czech midfielder Pavel
Nedved set up the opener after
lour minutes for Simone In-
zaghi and then after 26 minutes
Chilean forward Marcelo Salas
doubled the lead, lobbing goal-
Keeper Jiang Jin.

Ten minutes after the break
Fabrizio Ravanelli made it 3-0
with a freekick that went in off
the post.

But then China's Ma Ming
Yu. who plays for Serie A side
luugm scored arguably the
best goal of the night with a line
lelt oot shot from 25 yards.

Ravanelli set one up for
Hernan Crespo and then the
Argentinian returned the com-
pliment for the veteran Italian
as the score reached 5-1.

But two goals in quick suc-
cession from English First Divi-
sion outfit Grimsby Town's loan
signing Zang Enhua, both
coming from corners, saw
China pull the score back to 5-

J.

Lazio's Emanuele Berrettoni.
who replaced assistant coach
Roberto Mancini who is also
leaving the club, rounded off
the scoring four minutes from
time after good work from
Czech star Karel Poborsky who
joined the club from Benfica
last week.

To the surprise of many
LLriksson, accompanied by his
successor Dino Zoff and club
president Sergio Cragnotti. at-
tended the match and was
given a warm ovation by the

) Lazio supporters.

[.azio superstar Marcelo Salas (L) wrong-footing China s Li
Woifang during their exhibition mateh at Rome on January

b

.-AFP photo

Ronaldo volunteered to play

IIRASILIA, Jdan
10: Striker Ron-
aldo told Brazil's

vt lanen! (M1
L\’r-a:tm sclay he
sisted on playving

the 1998 Warld Cup final be-
canse he felt well and mediend

Tests were normal. reports Al

The 199G and 1997 FIFA
worldt plaver of the vear had
had convulsions hours betore

thedr 3-0 deleat agninst Franoe
othe Stade de France just 1o
the north of Paris on Julv 12
Konaldo, speaking on  the
first dayv of his testmony before
the parliaanentary commission

TR e i E £

An AFP file photo of a dejecited Ronaldo after the shocking
defeat against France in the 1998 Waorld Cup final.

—

(CPH which I8 im'rslig.umg
irregularities i Brazilian foor.
ball. said: "After medical tests
were clear and 1 lelt well, 1 in-
sisted on plaving the final.”

The CPI are also investipat-
ing tax evasion bv plavers. the
Nike contract, anud the sale of
voungster to foreign clibs, al-
irgwlh.* with lalse PASSpPOrts.

There are allegations that
Nike has o much intluence on
the national side's schedule -
and the company night have
pushed for the inclusion  of
Konalde even though he was
ot fully 1

The ¢ antroversial
| GO-miillion-dollar  Nike  deal
was signed in 1997 The Amerd-

can manufacturer has exclisjve

nﬂhla on all marketng aspects
and can organize 50 friendly
fnternationals. withy a minunung
ol three per vear. in whichi at
lcast eight plavers ol the first-
cholee side must play,

Romario. Brazil's star plaver
in the 19929 World Cup win, is
Also set 1o come bhetore the (2],
The Vasco Da Gama striker s
Nll\lu'f'll'd ol 1ol pavimg taxes

V)-vear

while plaving at Harcelona, He
i1s boeheved 1o have transterred
money back to Hrazil bur did
not  declare 1t 1o the liscal
Aunthorities,

COther 'Jial\.'l*l"- Vviel 1o Ccome
belore the P inclade 1994
World Cup wunnng  captaim
Dunga, Caesar  Sampaio  and
Keal Madriad treekick Sped jalist
Ikoberto Carlos,

The CPI has already spoken

o former Brazil coach Mario
Lagallo, ex-FIFA president Joao
Hoaelange., team doctors and
other Brazillan mternatonals

PARMA. Italv, Jan
10): Former Imlmn
national team
boss Arrigo Sac-
chi  admitted on
fuesday he was
love affair as he
returned 1o Italian First Divi-
sion side Parma where he first
caie to prominence as a coach
reports AFP
Sacchi

rekindling a

replaces  Alberto
Malesani. who was sacked by
the club late on Monday., and
has signed a two-and-a-hall
vear contract with the club.

The 55-vear-old veteran ad-
mitted he was looking forward
to his new challenge but said it
would take some time to assess
the players at his disposal.

"Footballers are like {i-
ancees.” he explained.

"You only find out what they
are really like when vyou take
them home and marry them,”
he added.

On a dav which saw anothen
Serie A club Lazio re-appoint a
former coach in Dino Zofl. Sac-
chi. who unlike most top flight
coaches never made his name
as a player. drew Cﬁlll})dll‘\fnl“«
berween humself and the 1982
World Cup winner. a legend as
A plaver.

"When he (Zoff) was in Serne

Casalbor-
footliall

called Sant’Alberio e
st Inar we are hoth
men. said Sacchi

I am not saying it is a drug
Lt it s alinost. We are not ree
1o choose as we think ourselves
oy he ©

ARRIGO SACCIH

Sacclhi’'s  previous
charge of Parma was in
miid-1980s when the then ol-
scure northern side were in 1he
lower divisions.

spell in
the

1913 in honour of the town's
illustrions composer Giuseppe
Verdi to Serie B in 1986 belore
making his name as a coach
with AC Milan.

Parma's transition to the top
flight was completed in 1990
with promotion to Serie A.

At Milan - using the 4-4-2
systemn more associated with
the English game than the Ital-
ian  where the catenaccio
(sweeper) system is preferred
he turned a sleeping giant into
the top club team in Europe
and the world.

"Along with Milan it (Parma)
IS the club that will alwavs be
in my heart.,” said Sacchi.
"Without these two teams |
would never have reached the
levels that 1 could never imag-
ined | would have reached.”

After leaving Milan Sacchi
ook [taly to the 1994 World
Cup Final where thev lost to
Brazil on penalties but a poor
perlormance in Euro 96 led to
his departure.

After an unhappy spell in
Spain with Atletico Madrid he
vowed to give up coaching and
has spent the intervening time
as a media pundit.

But the lure ol returming to
his first footballing love proved

A | was plaving at a little <lub He led the side formed in  too much.

E— ——
LONDON., JJan 10 bans on the guartet lor l;illlllg "The 1alks have beenn yvery
Nonvay s Brnsh- o sign a new sponsorship con-  constructive. and perhaps i a

hased playvers 1
main in the dark
over their inter-
national futures

reprorts AFP.
Manchester United pair Ole

Gunnar Solskjaer and Ronny
Johmsen as well as  Stefien
lversen of  Tottenham  and
Rivnrvers” Tore widre Flo are
likely to find our larer this week
it their suspensions have been
lilted

[he Norwecian ioothall asso-

ciation (NFF) have unposced tlh

Petit not
pleased
at all

BARCELONA. Spain. Jan 10:
Frustrated French midfielder
Emmanuel Petit. left out ol the
Barcelona first team. joked it
wasn't worth shooting club
officials in an eflfort to get his
place. reports AFP.

Petit and keeper Richard
Dutruel. also of France. told
Spanish media on Tuesday they
were  unhappy  after  being
dumped from coach Lorenzo
Serra Ferrer's plans.

Petit, who did not play m
Sunday's 3-2 victory at Real
Oviedo, said: "I train hard and
ive my best on the pitch but |
eel frustrated. Then again.
what can 1 do? Get a gun and
shoot everybody?"

Petit said he did not under-
stand why he was being fielded
at left back, a position he
plaved In during his Monaco
davs before Arsenal's Arsene
Wenger decided midfield was
better for him

Since then, his success as o
midlielder has been phenome-
nal. Petit, a reigning world e
European champion for Fran
as a midfielder., added: "It~
sometimes difficalt to under-
stand but | trv to do as well as |
can whatever the position.”

Dutruel, who believes there
iIs a lack of communication
between the coach and the resi
ol the team. said: "l was out of
the side with an injury but |
thought 1 would be given the
chance to regain my place

“l thought he (Serra Ferrer)
could have explained his point
of view to me but then it's up to
him."

trae !t

The situation
have been resolved late on
Monday when the plavers unien
brokered a deal

But at the 11th hour the
NFF president Per Ravn Omdal
refused to sign the agreement,
saving he must first talk to his
hoard.

(miclal host a

wits due to

ANDRE FLO

TORE
news conterence at a hotel ol
jacent o Manchester Arport on

Tuesiay but instead flew back
to Norway lor top-level talks.
and ‘general  secretarny Karen

IZspelund 1ook the chair.
Morgan: Andersen. secretany
ol the Nornwepglan Protessional
Foothallers' Association. is (-
ety condident Omdal will get
the backing he needs.
- "We  had  already  shaken
hands on the deal when the
presudent olkd us he wanted (o

obtain the permission of the
board.” said Andersen.

I nnend w call him in the
e et hiopetallic all o

questions will be answered cor-
rectly. We have faith e the
president.

"We've had good negotiations
and have the documentation
that solves all the problems. All
the plavers ruled out by the FA
will come back and play for
Norway."

The root of the problem lies

over commnercial  rights  and
whether they belong to the
plaver or the country.

Lspelund  said: "We  have

hopetully clarified some misun-
derstandings  with the players
and are oprimistic we can reach
ai agreement

seemed 10

couple ol days the matter will
be resolved.”

Blackburn defender Henming
Berg., the plavers' spokesmari.
believes the public debate and
the public outery over the bans
could have been avoided

"This problemi caould have
been handled better.” he said

“The players have been put
under enonnous pressure.

VN ER SOLSKJAER
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"We can’t have a situation
where the sponsors or the mar-
Ketuing lwﬂpll‘ dictate who can
pliy lor Norway.”

Monaco rope

i Raducioiu

MONACO., Jan 10: French
champions Mounaco have signed
Romanian striker Florin Radu-
cloma on a six-month contract
with an option for an extension
at the end of the season. the
club said Wednesday. reports
AFP

e fee paid to Dynamo Bu-
¢ harest for the 30-vear-old. who
holds an ltalian passport, was
not immediately revealed.

He won the ltalian title with
AC Milan in 1994 and also
plaved with Serie A side Brescia
for a total «f 80 lalian league
matches. storing 35 goals

He also had stints with
Espanyol (Spain), West Ham
(England) and Stuttgart (Ger-
many) and rejoined Dyname
last June where he started his
career in 19506,

Raducioin has also beenl
capped 42 times for the na
tional squad

Sacchi renews romance




