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Luckless

SYDNEY., Jan 8. The anav ol
valimteers thm helped  make
fast vear s Svdney Olvinpics so
successiul will be deprived ol
the reward (they were promised
to recogiise their “gold medtal

ellons reports AP

New Sonthh Wales state pre
mier Bob Carr, whose govern-
ment bankrolled the September
15-October | Svdney Ganes
last vear. said no sponsor had
come forward to subsidise the
mueclals.

International Olvinpic Com-

mittee president Juan Antonio

Samaranch rated the Svdney

Olvinpies as the besl Games of
the modern era. paving special

tribute to the volunteers for
their good humor and endur-
ance

Carr said thar bulk of the

47.000 volunteers would not

want the taxpavers to have to
foot the bill for the Australian
dollars 1 mtllion (570.000 US)

to produce the medallions.

Instead, he said. the gov-
ernment would send out certiti-
cates of gratitude to each vol-
unteer.

"The wvolunteers ... don't
want money taken from other

essential public pPuUrposes.
They'll settle for an elegant cer-
tificate.” Carr said Monday.

"We were disappointed that

a private sector sponsor didnt

come forward.” he added. "We

thought they would

Enqvist unable

MELBOURNE. Jan B: Swe.

dens Thomas Engvist has told
Australian Open tennis officials

that he will be unable to play
this vear s January 15-28 tour-

nament dne o surgerv on Ias

shonlder and foot. reports AP

Spaniard Alex Costa will also

miss the Melbourne event due
to a shonlder njury

Meanwhile the women s
wildeards Were announced
Monday. giving six Australians
a berth in the 125-strong sin:
dles draw ‘

Evie Dominitkovic. Brvanne
Stewarnrt Annabel Ellwood.
Amanda Grahame. Christina
Wheeler and Melissa Dowse
were nominated. There will be
twor more women's wildeards
announced in the next several
davs, one from France and one
irom Asia. oflicials said

he mens wildeards  were
expocted o be ammounced on
Wednesihay ahead ol Frnidav s
Araw

Tasmanian
tennis

HOBART, Jan = Fronch

-:}li,llll'.: r '.":It‘}‘ll.!lilr' Forez Hpsed
ner hgher-ranked compatnot
and eighth seed Sarah Pitkow

skl m the opening round of the
imternational

Tasmantan
WOlLIenSs  enms touarmament!
here Monday. reports AFP
Foretz. 19 and ranked 15
dropped the opening’ set bt
was oo strong for G6th-ranhedd
PitkowsKki. winnmng 4-6. 6-4 o

Elsewhere. top seeded Ameri-

can Amv Frazier and second
sl I':l-"'llﬂ Lil‘.l'l‘l"l‘{*‘lurl\'rl 0l

Russia had comfortable pas-
sages into the second round

Frazier beat Gennan Marlene

Weingartner 6-3. 6-4 and Lik-
hoverseva disnlssed Katalin

Marosi-Aracama of Hungarv 6H-
V. 7

Altered itinerary
annoys Aussies

NEW DELHI. Jan 8: The
Lesnlv-awalted cricket tour ol
India bv Steve Waugh's all-
conquering Australia next
month has rmn into rough
veather over a  last-munuie
change i the (tinerarv. reports
AFP

The Board of Control 1o
Cricket in India (BCCI) changed
the sehedule drawn ap sia
months ago to accommocdare a

hmted-overs Iri-series 1
Sharjahh in the first week ol
\pril

India agreed to take part in
the Sharjah tournament from
April 4 even though the Austra-
ltan tour was dune to end onlvy
on April 6 with the fifth one-dav
mternational at Bangalore

Canght in a clefistick. the
BCCI decided 10 cancel a three-
dav match ahead ol the [lirst
fest 1o ensure the tour ends by
April 2 |

The move has drawn loud
protests from the Auastralian
Cricket Board IACBI

‘Alter agreeing 10 the tour
six meonths ago. the Indian
Hoard has changed it unilater-
ALl the  Hindu  newspaper
guoted ACH cluef executive
Malcolmm Speed as saving.

‘It's not acceptable 1o the
Australian Board ™ Speed said.
addmg he was willing to fly to
India  this week to sort thp
problem

BCC1  secretary  Javawan!
Lele sald a final itinerary will be
announced on January 22. just
three weeks before the Austra-
lans land on February 14

There Is no problem. eve-
rviliing will he sorted ont.” Lele
said, retusing 1o concede the
BOCT erred in agreeing to play
the Sharjalhy tournament before
the Australtan wonr endedd,

BCCH sources saud Sharjah
orgisers mav be persnaded 1o
peestpone the 1ri-series against
Fakistan and Sri Lanka by a
lew davs il the Australians re-

hisael Lo ..-'It‘if'll! a "Il!”lﬂl'l’_l ”“l'
cCrern

Australia are due 1o play
three Tests and live one-davers
durmg the Indian tour. which
caplain. Waugh considers the

vltiiate  test  of his warld.
Deating tean.

Aunstralia, who have con-
a||1-'||'rI .-1” (1'5'1{]\%"]”” in I|||' 1‘1,_.1

decade and capped that with a
rv e el 1 S-match witing

sttt Ak, Nhave 1ot won a1 os
sercs i India in 21 vears

I'ERTH FITT

has set himsell
fwo targets — a bagful of wick-

ets during the India tour start-
g next month and an aggre-
gate of 400 Test victuns by the

start of next Australlan sum-
mer, reports AFP.

Recovered from a finger in-
jury, the greatest leg-spinner of
all times revealed Mmu!m he
almed to snap up 34 wickets

during the three Tests against

India and five in England later
in the year (o add to the 366
(average 25.97) which makes

him Australia’s biggest wicket-
taker.

"My bowling is back to its

best,” Warne, 31. declared.
reflecting on his weekend de-

struction of the strong Western
Australian batting side In a
crucial Sheffield Shield match
at the usually spianer-hostile

WACA Ground.

In a headline-making returm
to first-class ranks he captured
9-102. kicking Victoria home to

an outright win by 77 runs.

"Before | Em injured |
owling as well
as | had for a long time,” he

thought | was

said.

“In the three one-day

Shane Warne,
back to his best
after two months
on the sidelines,

e hres against Sonkbe Adviea
Melbourne i August. | bowled
as well as | have done lor a
long, long time. That's why |
was so disappointed to get the
finger injury

"My comeback game has
been encouraging, and | think

= g

SHANE WARNE

the [uture is going to hold some
good stull.

‘I could say I was very, very
happyv. | was very encouragedd
by the way the ball came out.
especlally in Perth on a pretty
grassy. flat wicket which did

not  ofter oo mach trne |
ended up gerting o lew 1o whizz
through. which was r,nmi

"I would like to think I'll get
better and better the more
games | have.

“I''m on the verge of maybe
setting some of the golden vears
tm'k because I've been working
on the basics

1 felt that by poing back to
the basies and bowling the way
[ was, | was getting my drift,
turn and bounce.”

Warne is vet to be named in
the Australian side for India.
but this appears no more than
a formality.

He can make certain of
leaving Australia February 13
with  Steve  Waugh's  all-
conquering side by performing
well in a triangular one-day
series with the West Indies and
Zimbabwe starting Thursday.

Only five bowlers have
topped 400 Test wickets in the

124 years since Tests began.

West Indies fast-medinm
veteran Courtney Walsh heads
the honour board., with 494
after the just-completed five-
match serifes In Australia.

The 38-year-old is followed
by India's Kapil Dev (434). New
Zealander  Richard Hadlee
(431). Pakistan's Wasim AKriam
(4091 and West Indian Curtly
Ambrose (405)

Sport s

34 wickets in 8 Tests

MELBOURNE.
Jan 8: Australia
will begin the task
of repairing theu
recent poor record
in one-day cricket
internationals without exciting
paceman Brett Lee, reports
AFP.

While the country's fastest
bowler was Monday given the
all-clear to resume bowling
after six weeks out with a back
injury. he was ruled out of
Thursday's opening triangular
series match a gainst the West
Indies at the \h*lbnurne Cricket
Ground.

Lee will aim to return for
Australia's second match in the
tonrmament, which also fea-
tures Zimbabwe. a%ainst the
West Indies in Brisbane next
Sundav

Lee was jubilant when given

Australia regrouping

the go-ahead to resume bowl-
ing. following another scan on
his back.

It has been a tough sSIX
weeks sitting on the sidelines.”
he said

Lee will return to the bowl-
ing crease at a net session
Tue n[l 1wy but will not play in a
practice match against Victoria.

Tuesday's practice maltch
has been organised to ensure
Australia quickly slips back
into one-day mode, having lost
the opening match in the series
for the past three years.

The team has only won two
of its past eight one-day inter-
nationals despite dominating
Test cricket with a world record
15 straight wins.

And while the team is odds-
on to win the series, experi-
enced batsmarn Darren
Lelimann has wamed against

C mnplm ency.

“The West Indies are starting
to show some form and Zim-
babwe are a really good one-day
side.” he said

"I think it will be a tough
competition and we are going to
have to perform at our best.”

Lehmann returns to the one-
day side for the first time iIn
almost 18 months after being
dropped following the Sri
Lankan tour in late 1999,

The powerful left-hander has
dominated the domestic one-
day cup series this season,
scoring 405 runs in six
matches at 101.25 while his
strike rate is 105.5 runs per
100 deliveries

Lee is Kkeen to return after
having not played since the
second Test in Perth, after
which he was diagnosed as
suffering stress in his back.

French League Cup

PSG too suffer blues

PARIS. Jan
Paris Saint (.lt‘l-
main became the

6 i fourth top flight
b side to be bun-
dled out of the
French League Cup by a lower
leagne side as Second Division
Nancy look their revenge for
last vear's elimination to win 3-
1. reports AFP.
Paris were not alone however
as league strugglers Metz and
Stmshnurg were humbled by

Second Division sides
Wasquehal and Chateauroux
respectively

Elsewhere, Monaco survived
1o register a convincing win
over title-holders Gueugnon.
Troves followed suit with an
equally convincivng victory over
Creteil and Lens hammered
four at home to end Nimes
interest in the compeltition.

Bastia also stav in the com-
petition with a 2-1 home deleat
of Second Division Nice.

Nancy. meanwhile. who were
relegated from the elite division
on goal difference last season.
turned the tables for last vear's
3-0 quarter-final defeat by the
capital side to join Le Havre,
Amiens and Niort who disposed
of Marseille, Guingamp and
Toulouse respectively on Satur-
day.

Nancy dominated much of
the game and opened the scor-
ing through Youssefl Moustaid
on 32. with a second goal
coming courtesy of Nancy's
Brazilian forward Jose Ze Al-
cino.

While Algerian international

Rajshahi
cricket
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI lan B Friends
Sporting Club defeated Baikali
Sangha by I8 runs in the Ra-
ishahi Premier Division Cricket
League at the AMM Qamruz-

zaman Divisional Stadium to
than

Friends Sporting barted flirst
and were all ot 93 in 37.5
overs. In reply. Batkali Sangha
were shot ot for 75 in 45.5
Overs

Meanwhile., Shiroil Colony
Sporting Club defleated Padima
Carden Cricket School by four
wickets in  the Sixithh  Bir
areshthva  Shaheed Caprain
Mohiueldin Jabangi Sinriti
Gold Cup Cricket Tournament

Padima Crarcden Cricket
SChoal won the toss and barted
first. Thev made 151 for six i
the stipulated 25 overs

Shiroll Colony reached the
larget in 24.4 overs :

Besides Alipar  Elevens
tronnced  Uttaran  Sangskritik
Sangha by ten wickets in the
Shaheed Faziul Huque Sinritd

Gold Cup Cricket Tournament
at the Godagari Wonen's De-
gree College playground

Put into  bat, Hittaran
Sangskrittk Sanpgha were bhun-
e ont for 60 10 the stipulated
15 overs

Alipur Elevens raced home
1 1.3.5 overs

Ali Benarbia - making his [irst
appearance for PSG since he
{ell out with former coach PPhi-
lippe Bergeroo -in November
made his mark to reduce thie
deficit in the second half, im-
pressive Nancy put paid to Fer-
nandez's plans when Parisian-
born Benjamin Nicaise fired
home a third

Monaco. meanwhile. handed
under-fire coach Claude Puel
reason to be cheerful with a
convincing 2-0 win over Second
Division League  Cup  title-
holders Guengnon

Thankfully for Puel, whose

champions currently sit .

lowly 15th league spot. there
was nothing about last year's
plucky Gueugnon side - who
beat Paris SG 3-0 in the stade
de France final - to worry the
Principality outfit.

Monaco opened their ac-
count on the first dangerous
piece of play on 14 minutes
when Ousmane Dabo fired
home into the top of the net

Twelve minutes later Italian
veteran striker Marco Simone
doubled the score with a ripper
of a shot from the edge of the
| B-vard box

The League Cup giant-Killing
continued, however., as Melz
became the filth top flight side
to bite the lower league bullet.

The struggling eastern
French side travelled north to
Lille to face Second Division
club Wasquehal., and returned

home with more disappoint-
ment to add to their 16th
leagne position as Wasqehal
ran out 3-1 winners to make up
for their first-round elimination
last vear

Being around the bottom of
the league table does little for
League Cup aspirations. Fel-
low-strugglers Strasbourg fol-
lowed Metz out of the competi-
tion as visitors Chateanrounx
waltzed off with a 4-2 extra time
Wil

Strasbourg's Guy Luyindula
opened the scoring on 30. how-
ever the visitors’ Hungarian
forward Zoltan Kovacs struck
twice before Luyindula [lired
home a last-minute equaliser

That drove the match into
extra time, and Chateauroux
proved the more desiring of a
win when Laurent Dufresne
struck home. with Kovacs
adding his third for good meas
ure

The surprises ended there,
however. as Rolland Courbis's
Lens stuck to their task of
making the last 16 with a con-
vincing 4-0 home win over
plucky. but finally outclassed,
visitors Nimes,

Troyes. who are currently
enjoying a respectable 10th
place in the league, also stay in
the competition after a con-
vincing 3-0 win over Parisian
side Creteil, as do fellow league
opponents Bastia who held Nice
to a 2-1 win on Corsica.

(‘zech Republic’s Michal Tabara kisses the trophy of the
Gold Flake Open after winning the final against Russian

Andrel Stoliarov in Madras on January 7.

- AFP phulu

I IAVANA, Jau 8; Three-time
heavewelight ()Iwnpln boxing
¢ luumpton Felix Savon Is retir-
nie from the ring and will be
come a coach for Cubas na-
tional teiun. the Cuban Boxing
Federation announced Sunday
reports AP,

The announcement by box-
ing federation  Prestdent  Jose
Barrentos was carried in Sun-
davs edition of Juavenimd Re
belde. the Conununist  vouth
lally, as well as the oflicial
Mrensa Latina news agency

No reason was glven for the
decision by the 33-vear-old
ighter. However. international
boxing rules supulate that a
fighter cannot compete in the
Olvimpics or world champion-
ships after 34.

The  6G-joot-6-inch (] 98-
meter) fighter has dominated
amateur heavyweight boxing for
the last decade.

Savon was bleeding badly
after his gold-medal victory in
Sydney against Russia’'s Sul-
tanahmed Ibzagimov. Bul the
fighter danced in the ring,
waving a Cuban tlag in victory.

i {ﬁ'tllrutr this to the people
ol Cuba.” he said at the time,

Savon won his other gold
medals in 1992 and 1996 and
iIs A six-thme world amateur
champlion

('uban heavvweight Teolllo
~|n senson and Hungarv's Lazlo

Ihpp have also won three
Olvimpic gold medals in boxing

Barrientos also announced
the retiremments ol boxers .Juan
| lvrnandez Sierra, Enrique Car-
rion and Hector Vinent. state
media reported. All three will
irain younger Cuban boxers

Agassi hopes
to keep it up

MELBOURNE. Jan 8: Andre
Agassi is confident his 2000
finish will carry on into the
start of the new season and
next week's Australian Open
title defence here. reports AFP

Agassi’'s vear linished on an
upswing when he reached the
final of the 3.7-million US dollar
season-ending Masters Cup in
Lisbon last month going down
to Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten
Just when Agassi. 30, winner
of six Grand Slam titles. was
being written off he reproduced
his best forin when it was all
over and savs the fires of tennis
ammbition still burn strongly

Fe has put in some hard
physical ftraining during the
tour's dhhl‘t’\'lc’llt'rﬁ‘ off-season.
Agassi has been working out
since arriving here at the week-
end and will be plaving in this
week's  eight-man  Koovong
Classic here along with Pete
Sampras. Pat Ralter and Rus-
stan world No.2 Marat Safin
Acassi's form slide last vear
olncided with illness in  his
Lamiily after early devastating
pe rtformances earmed him  his
second Australian Open title
However, he still managed to
lizht out a classic Wimbledon
sei-final with Ralter in Jul
and reached the final of the
Masters Cup in Lisbon.

‘I have a lot | want to accom-
plish.” Agassi said Monday

'Last vear was a struggle, |
started with a win in Australia
and ended the season bv gel
ting my game together agan
"l have confidence that 1 hav
the platform to take into 200
and go for i} all over again.”
Even after more than a decade
on the worldwide tennis grind
Agassi maintains his enthusi-
asi for the sport.

"Mv poals are on a dailv level.”
he said. "You want to win eve-
nthing and then vou ask how
canr I be the best 1 can every
dav?'

Tabara takes
Indian Open

MADRAS. Jan Unseeded
Michal Tabara Gf the Czech
Republic beat Russian Andrei
Stoliarov to clinch the 400,000-
dollar Indian Open here on
Sunday. reports AFP.

Tabara saw off the challenge
from Stoliarov 6-2, 7-6 (7-4) In
an hour and 24 minutes to take
home the winner's cheque of
54,000 dollars.

In a 29-minute first set,
Tabara ran away with the last
five games but in the second
the Russian looked somewhat
more confident and the two
traded breaks in the beginning

The 2l-vear-old Czech was
broken in the second game. but
he immediately broke back.

Stolinroy hiwd his  chances
therealter. with a break point in
the sixth game and a set point
when Tabara double-faulted at
0-30. 5-6 down. and then again
with a mini-break at 2-1 up on
serve in the tie-break, but he
falled to convert them all
Tabara was just too solid.

The (zechh was estatic about
his first Tour victory.

"When | was younger. | nsed
to dream of winning an ATP
Tour event. That has now come
true.”

He acknowledged though that
the flip side of his win would be
the additional pressure on lis
shoulders from his fans back
home,

“There has always been pres.
sure ever since | was a junlor
| think it was time that | did it.
But the general public s difli-
cult and it Is very hard to grow
up.”

{e added that he was glad he
was able to finish the match In
two sets: "l was tired and (f it
had gone to three sets, |t u.*nultl
have been very tough on me.’

Stollarov also sald weariness
had made a difference to his
game.

"At noon today. during prac-
tice. 1 felt 1 wouldn't be able to
play today. | was so tired. Then
| came onto court and plaved.
bhut there were many times |
would have liked to move and |
counldin’t. My body gave up on

f me”
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STVIR & Ijl'r ||'-l.._a|,.1l.. a1 M D N
1991 -93 won  lwr  opening
rowvned  mateh AMaondiony AC-

conntmg for Russian Tatlana
Panava, 6-4. 3-0. H-]

e one-thne American 1€cr
sensation who is approaching
25, reached her first grand slam
semi-final in nine years at last
vear's Australian Open where
shie lost to Lindsay Davenport,
and now Is back again to match
it with the hest

The American is finding that
she can hit the ball better than
most plavers on the women's
tonr -« bt her problem is get-
g into position to hit i

The eighth-seed is travelllng
with dier father, Stefano. as her
coach following her split with
Harold Solomon last March and
belhieves she Is  adapting her
game to the demands ol the
circuit

"The thing for e is to be In
innnaculate physical condition.
sald Capriati

I know | can hit the ball bet-
ter than those players. but |
j1st have to get to the ball first.

"l also have to be aggressive,
add varietv 1o my game. be con-
sistent, have a good serve.”

Capriati said she had adapted
her game to the power game of
the Willlams' sisters. Davenport
and Mary Plerce

"Il have alwayvs been a power
plaver. but now it's double what
it used to be

“When | was starting out |
was playing the top ten that
was tough. but once you got
past the top ten the depth was-
1t as k{:-f}fi

"Now you regularly have tough
matches in the first and second
rounds of tournaments and you
can never know what will hap-
pern

Elsewhere Monday. Australian
power server Alicia Molik
ousted American Meghann
Shaughnessy. 6-1, 7-6 (7/1),
American Brie Rippner ended
Thailand's Tamarine Tanasug-
arn's tournament, 6-0, 6-7
(4/7). 6-3 and Ausltrian Barbara
Schett skated past Spain’'s Gala
Leon Garcia 7-2. b-3

In the men's draw, French
Davis Cup member and sixth
seed Sebastien Grosjean took
out Australian Richard From-
berg 7-6 (7/3), 6-2

Compatriot Fabrice Santoro
knocked ont German David
Prinosil. 6-3. 6-3. Germanys
Rainer Schuettler was taken to
three sets by Slava Dosedel ol
the Czech Republic, 6-3. 3-b. 6-
3 and Italv's Gianluca Pozzi
defeated Moroccan eighth seed
Younes El Ayanoui 7-5. 6-4
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win. His serve was laden with
treacherous swerve and swing
his ground strokes, as always
were flnent and well disguised
and to this he added intense
concentration and motivation
not always his best qualities
Perhaps because of this im-
provement he dedicated the
title, the 17th of his career on
the world circuit. to his wife of

twelve dayvs. Juliana. who was
watching. "To get married and
Wwin  ournament ne week
ifterwards is pretty nice he

|
~cl I

When we were leaving home
to come here she told me |
would win this tournament
ad now ! feel really satisfied
m leader of the race, it's a
pretty big tournament, it's one
of myv best titles and it's a great
start to the vear

Rios was phvsically the livelier
of the two in the first set
breaking Ulihrach’'s serve twice
in the first five games. but he
appeared to tighten up at the
start of the second set., double-
faulting to concede his serve in
the opening game

This was a riskyv invitation to
so0 dangerous a comeback
player as Ulihrach. who ex-
ploited the unexpected gift to
the full. despite having to save
three break points at 3-2. It was
at this stage of the match that
much of the counter-hitting by
both plavers was of the verv
highest level

But Ulihrach plaved a jaded-
looking service game himselfl at
the start of the final set. serving
two crucial double faults., and
an encouraged Rios immedi-
ately attacked hard for victon
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

55 Skillfully
56 Consider

22 Jacob’s-
ladder’s
kin

23 Uncluous

24 "Humbug”™

25 Raw
matenal

26 Jenner's
target

27 Artsy
ealtery

29 Shuffle-
board
stick

30 Sibling,
briefly

35 Clique
member

37 Got
away
with

39 Aquarnum
fish

40 Dander

41 Polar
Landers
destina-
tion

42 Netman
Nastase

43 Quarry

44 Land
in the
waler

45 Cobbler's
item

46 Physical

49 Gist

5045 inches,
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CRYPTOQUIP

ZUGZTDYQUAG:
2 U FU.C Q.Y TG
OV X ZUGIMQG®G

£ )

X G DG G |

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: ALL DETERMINED
HORSESHOE VENDORS HAVE OFTEN MADE
PERFECT SALES PITCHES.

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: 1 equals T

The cwu-mmmmmﬁamwmu
another If you think that X eguals O, it will equal O throughout the

puzzie Single letters, short words and words using an aposirophe
ghwe you clues 10 locating vowels. Solution s by Irial and efror.




