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News

Sales conference: Eskayef Bangladesh Limited will hold its 
Annual Marketing and Sales Conference. Venue: Ball Room of Hotel 
Sonargaon. Time: 9:00am.

Reception: Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB) will 
accord a reception to US Senator Paul Simun. Venue: IUB Campus No 
6 at Bashundhara. Time: 10:30 am.

DUJ meeting: Dhaka Union of Journalists will hold a meeting 
of its executive committee. Venue: National Press Club. Time: 11:00 
am.

Rally: The Civil Society for Women's Empowerment will hold a 
rally in support for its demand for immediate arrest of all fatwabaj. 
Venue: Central Shaheed Minar. Time: 2.30pm.

Discussion meeting:  Muktijoddha Samannay Parishad will 
hold a discussion meeting on "Razakarmukta Parliament Chai" (A 
Razakar free parliament wanted). Venue: VIP Lounge of National 
Press Club. Time: 4:00pm.

Opinion exchange meet: Sammilita Muktijoddha Front 
(SMF) will hold an opinion exchange meeting with leaders of differ-
ent professions. Venue: TSC cafeteria on DU campus. Time: 3.00 pm.

Discussion: A discussion in observance of  Homecoming   Day of 
the father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman will be 
held. Venue : Auditorium of Engineer Institution. Time : 3 pm.

Rally: Bangabandhu Sangskritik Jote will hold a rally in observation 
of Bangabandhu's Homecoming Day. Venue: From Ramna Park Gate to 
National Press Club. Time: 11:30am.

FEMA: A meeting of Fair Election Monitoring Alliance (FEMA) 
national committee will be held. Venue: FEMA National Secretariat, 
House No 9, Rd No 17, Block C Banani. Time: 4:00 pm.Sales conference: 
Eskayef Bangladesh Limited will hold its Annual Marketing and Sales 
Conference. Venue: Ball Room of Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 9:00am.

Dry weather likely
Weather may remain dry over the country during next 12 hours till 

6 pm today, reports UNB.
Mild cold wave may continue over northern and central parts of the 

country and the regions of Satkhira and Rangamati during the 
period, Met Office said.

Moderate to thick fog may occur over the country, it added.
Little rise in night temperature is expected over the country, Met 

Office predicted.
The country's highest temperature 26.0 degree Celsius was 

recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar, Sitakunda and Mongla and the 
lowest 06.1 degree at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:29 pm and rises on Wednesday 
at 6.43 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded in 
some major cities and towns yesterday were :
City/Town Temperature H umidity in
 in Celsius p  ercentage 
 Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 23.4 11.3 66 52
Chittagong 25.5 10.3 85 65
Rajshahi 23.2 08.5 82 69
Khulna  25.0 09.6 87 74
Barisal 25.0 08.6 97 79
Sylhet 24.5 10.4 66 69

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina took part in the Akheri Munajat at Biswha Ijtema 
yesterday. Lakhs of devotees attended the final prayers yesterday  at Tongi.                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                     --PID photo

BRUSSELS, Jan 8: The 15-
nation European Union topped 
the 377 million population 
mark on January 1, a 0.3 per-
cent growth during the last 
year, the European statistical 
office Eurostat said today, 
reports AFP. 

Germany now has 82.2 mil-
lion inhabitants, Britain 59.8 
million, France 59.5 million, 
Italy 57.8 million and Spain 
39.5 million. 

The entire EU area had 1.5 
million more inhabitants than a 
year ago, due mainly to immi-
gration, Eurostat said. 

But the figures suggested the 
community had not experi-
enced a millennium baby boom 
that had been predicted. 

There were some four million 
births in 2000, 1.3 percent 
more than in 1999, the report 
said. "Although this level has 
not been achieved since 1994 
there certainly has not been a 
millennium baby boom," it 

stressed. 
The death rate had remained 

stable at 3.7 million. 
Today's overall EU popula-

tion compared to a sum total of 
295 million 50 years ago in 
1950 in the 15 countries which 
now make up the European 
Union. 

Germany had the lowest 
birth rate with 9.2 births per 
1,000 inhabitants, and Ireland 
the highest with 14.6 per 1,000. 

More than 70 per cent of EU 
population growth was due to 
immigration which played a 
strong role in population pat-
terns, the Eurostat reported 
said. 

"Without the balance provide 
by immigration, Germany, 
Greece, Italy and Sweden would 
have had a drop in population in 
2000," the report said. 

Germany, Italy and Britain 
had absorbed two-thirds of the 
immigration in 2000. 

Some 816,000 immigrants 

EU population tops 
377 million: Report 

MUZAFFARABAD, (Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir), Jan 8: A 
militant group today accused 
some leaders of Kashmir's main 
separatist alliance of trying to 
weaken the ongoing jihad or 
holy war against Indian rule, 
reports AFP. 

"Some leaders of All Party 
Hurriyat (Freedom) Conference 
(APHC) are out to change the 
chemistry of the ongoing 
sacred struggle," the pro-
Pakistan Jamiatul Mujahideen 
said in a statement. 

The statement, signed by 
spokesman Jamil Ahmad, did 
not identify the leaders but said 
the group had "solid evidence" 
that they were "directly or 
indirectly trying to weaken the 
armed struggle in Kashmir." 

The APHC, an umbrella 
organisation of some two dozen 
Kashmiri parties, is recognised 

by Islamabad as the sole repre-
sentative of the people of Kash-
mir, the divided Himalayan 
state rocked by an anti-Indian 
Muslim revolt. 

Pakistan is awaiting an 
APHC delegation from Indian-
administered Kashmir to visit 
Islamabad this month for talks 
following recent peace moves 
by the two countries. 

The Jamiatul Mujahideen 
delivered a stern warning to 
"anti-jihad elements" in the 
APHC. 

"They must bear in mind that 
the people who are shedding 
blood in the battlefield will not 
let this happen. Their attempts 
will be foiled." 

"By the blessing of Allah, the 
Almighty, the hands holding 
the guns will continue target-
ing Indian soldiers unless New 
Delhi pulls its troops out of 

Militants slam "anti-jihad" 
elements in Kashmir 

separatist front 

WASHINGTON, Jan 8: With 
less than two weeks to go before 
taking office, President-elect 
George W. Bush on Monday was 
expected to prepare upcoming 
announcements on a number of 
senior posts -- even as attacks 
intensified on the cabinet picks 
he has already made public, 
reports AFP. 

Bush was preparing to make 
announcements in the coming 
days on several key positions, 
including his chairman of the 
Federal Communications Com-
mission, NASA administrator, 
Secretary of the Navy, United 
Nations representative and US 
Trade Representative. 

An unwelcome distraction 
has surfaced, as senators took 
to the airways to raise ques-
tions about some of the contro-
versial positions on abortion 
and labour rights espoused by 
some Bush nominees, such as 
former presidential candidate 
John McCain. 

Speaking on CBS's "Face the 
Nation," Senate Majority 
Leader, Democrat Tom Daschle 
said the US Senate needed to 
look into "some of the more 
controversial" Bush nomina-
tions. 

"Today, it's an open question 
about whether some of these 
nominees will be confirmed," he 
said. 

Senators are expected to grill 
Bush's selection of John 
Ashcroft, a conservative and 
strong opponent of abortion, as 
the nation's new attorney gen-
eral. 

He has also come under fire 
for his positions on race, after 
opposing voluntary desegrega-

tion of schools in his home state 
of Missouri and a black nomi-
nee to a federal judgeship. 

"It is a divisive, not a unifying 
nomination," said Democratic 
Senator John Kerry from Mas-
sachusetts. 

Bush's nominees to head the 
Labour Department, ardent 
conservative Linda Chavez, and 
the Interior Department, Gale 
Norton, are also expected to 
face tough confirmation fights. 

The Bush transition team 
acknowledged Sunday that 
Chavez had allowed an illegal 
immigrant from Guatemala to 
stay in her home in the Wash-
ington area in the early 1990s, 
but said Chavez did not know at 
the time about the woman's 
status. 

However, the incident gave 
new ammunition to those who 
oppose her. 

"I think these are troubling 
issues," Senator Barbara Boxer, 
a Democrat from California said 
in an interview with CNN. "That 
this woman lived there, did 
some chores around her house, 
didn't really get paid..." 

Democratic Senator Paul 
Wellstone said the incident 
must be carefully investigated. 

"These questions go to the 
heart of our labor laws," the 
Minnesota senator said in a 
statement. 

On CBS, Daschle said "a 
number of the positions taken 
by Chavez raises very serious 
questions about her willingness 
to support working people, 
about her willingness to defend 
the law, about her willingness 
to ensure that we have equal 
justice under the law." 

Bush faces challenges 
to his new cabinet 

YANGON, Jan 8: UN envoy 
Razali Ismail today met with 
opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi for the second time in 
three days, as he worked to 
achieve an historic dialogue 
between Myanmar's junta and 
opposition, reports AFP. 

Sources in Yangon said the 
Malaysian diplomat spent more 
than two hours Monday with 
Aung San Suu Kyi, the Nobel 
peace laureate who has been 
under house arrest since Sep-
tember 22. They also met at 
length on Saturday. 

No details of the meeting 
were available, but it was 
expected to focus on Razali's 
mission to achieve national 
reconciliation in Myanmar and 
break a decade-long impasse 
between the two sides. 

Also Monday he held a con-
ference with the ambassadors 
of European Union nations, as 
well as the head of the United 
States mission here. 

Later he lunched with diplo-
mats from the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and the ambassadors 
of Japan, China and South 
Korea -- a grouping known as 
ASEAN plus three. 

On Sunday he took a rest day, 
playing golf at the exclusive 
Panhlaing golf course across 
the Yangon river from the capi-
tal. 

Any results from the trip are 
not likely to be known until 
Razali reports to UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, who 
appointed him to the job in 
April. 

Many observers believe that 
Razali's efforts in three visits to 
Myanmar since then may be 
beginning to achieve some 
results. 

But with the junta character-
istically tight-lipped and the 
opposition leader and several 
senior NLD members under 
house arrest since September, 
the speculation cannot be con-
firmed. 

Diplomatic sources say even 
if Razali doesn't manage a 

UN envoy holds second 
meeting with Suu Kyi 

Egypt bans 
"indecent" 

books
CAIRO, Jan 8: Egypt's Cul-

ture Minister Faruq Hosni said 
today he ordered three books 
withdrawn from sale that were 
deemed indecent and sacked 
the official who published them, 
reports AFP. 

Hosni said he took his deci-
sion because the books offended 
standards of decency, denying 
press claims that he was influ-
enced by a protest campaign by 
the Muslim Brotherhood. 

"These novels contradict 
government policy, which bans 
the publication of anything 
which scorns religion or under-
mines decency," Hosni told AFP. 

The three novels written by 
Egyptian authors were pub-
lished by a government agency 
whose chairman Ali Abu Shadi 
was sacked. Two of his subordi-
nates handed in their resigna-
tions after the ban was 
announced on Sunday. 

Hosni did not point out the 
offending passages in the nov-
els "Before and After" by Tufiq 
Abderahman, "The Children of 
the Romantic Error" by Yasser 
Shaaban, and "Forbidden 
Dreams" by Mahmud Hamed. 

In May, Islamists led an 
angry campaign against the 
novel "Banquet of Seaweed" by 
Syrian writer Haidar Haidar 
and against Hosni for allowing 
its republication. 

40 rounded up 
after 'coup attempt' 

in Ivory Coast 
ABIDJAN, Jan 8: At least 40 

people were rounded up today 
morning in the wake of what 
the Ivory Coast government 
claims was an foiled overnight 
coup bid, an AFP correspondent 
witnessed. 

The bare-chested men were 
marched through the Plateau 
district of the economic capital 
Abidjan by soldiers who had 
just ended a rebel siege of state 
radio's headquarters there. 

Those arrested were wearing 
civilian trousers and did not 
appear to have been involved in 
the coup attempt. They were 
taken away in the direction of 
the police school in nearby 
Cocody section. 

Witnesses said a number of 
people had earlier been 
rounded up in Cocody, where 
the state television has its head-
quarters. 

 Rebels who broadcast a 
message saying seized the 
television and radio stations 
late Sunday: "The country has 
undergone another change." 

Government ministers went 
on radio and television mid-
morning Monday to say the 
situation was "totally under 
control" and that the attempted 
coup had been quelled. 

At least two paramilitary 
police died in violence linked to 
the attack, the government 
said, adding that several people 

Plane carrying 
military, police 
chiefs missing 
in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Jan 8: An Indone-
sian navy airplane carrying the 
chiefs of the Irian Jaya military 
and police commands went 
missing over the mountainous 
jungles of the easternmost 
province of Irian Jaya today, 
officials said, reports AFP. 

"The airplane left Timika for 
Jayapura at 10:22 am (0722 
BST) and the Timika tower lost 
contact at 10:34," said an officer 
on duty at the National Search 
and Rescue Agency (Basarnas). 

Timika is a town on the west-
ern part of Irian Jaya, near the 
huge Freeport gold and copper 
mine, while Jayapura, the 
capital of Irian Jaya, is some 
475 kilometres to the north-
east. 

"There were 10 people on 

Protest against 
beauty pageant 

in Kolkata 
KOLKATA, Jan 8: Growing pro-

tests against beauty pageants in India 

have spread to the eastern city of 

Kolkota in West Bengal,  reports AFP. 
Around 500 activists belonging to 

the cultural wing of the state's ruling 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

protested Sunday evening outside 

the venue of the "Kolkata Queen-2001 

Contest." 
The group shouted slogans 

against the commercialisation of 

women and burnt a Miss World effigy. 
"Pageants like this concentrate on 

physical beauty alone and treat 

women as a commodity. We are 

against it," a spokesman for the 

demonstrators, Emanul Haque said. 
Last month, authorities in the 

northern Indian state of Uttar 

Pradesh, the home state of the reign-

ing Miss World Priyanka Chopra, 

officially banned all beauty pageants 

and contests. 
The Calcutta demonstrators 

attracted a large crowd by staging a 

15-minute street-play, which 

attacked not only beauty pageants 

but also "condom ads and alcohol 

companies." 
Organisers of Sunday's beauty 

pageant and fashion show reacted 

with surprise at the demonstration. 

Two die and 16 
hospitalised as 

cold grips 
Kazakhastan 

ALMATY, Jan 8: Two people 
have died and at least 16 have 
been hospitalised with frost bite 
as temperatures fell as low as 
minus 47 degrees and snow 
storms hit parts of Kazakhstan, 
news agencies reported Mon-
day, says AFP. 

Two people froze to death in 
the Kokpetinsky district in 
eastern Kazakhstan when their 
car became stuck in snow on 
Saturday night, Interfax 
reported. 

According to the agency, 
some 10 people in the northern 
town of Pavlodar and six people 
in eastern Ust Kamenogorsk 
were hospitalised over the 

Leader of the Opposition in Parliament and BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia and senior 
presidium member of Jatiya Party Begum Roushan Ershad participating in the Akheri 
Munajat at Bishwa Ijtema.                                                                               -- Star photo

Slow-go food
From page 1

experience.
A recent Consumers' Associa-

tion of Bangladesh (CAB) sur-
vey shows that unlike many 
other essentials, price of rice 
has remained steady over the 
last two years.

Due to inflation and other 
factors, prices of the staple have 
remained stagnant, if not low-
ered, to the delight of urban 
consumers, and, to the plight of 

From page 1
Deputy Commissioner (DC) of 

Rangpur Mozammel Hossain said 
he was not aware of what had hap-
pened in Panea. 

"If there was a murder, the police 
must have taken punitive mea-
sures," he said. "The problem 
between the landless and the influ-
ential landowners always existed in 
the country."

He cited several similar cases 
where local landowners drove away 
the landless farmers even after he 
had handed over the khas land to 
them.

Superintendent of Police Naim 
Ahmed said he had visited Panea 
following the incident and his forces 
were doing their best to apprehend 
the culprits. He added that the police 
were waiting for the autopsy report.

Forced retirement
From page 1

Sattar".
Another member, expelled BNP 

leader Maj (Retd) Akhteruzzaman 
said the then army chief had 
taken advantage of the situation 
following the killing of Ziaur 
Rahman and out of vengeance, 
sacked freedom-fighter officers. 

The officers given forced 
retirement are Brig Abu Sayed 
Matiul Hannan Shah, Brig A K M 
Azizul Islam, Brig Giasuddin 
Ahmed Chowdhury Bir Bikram, 
Brig Abu Jaffar Md Aminul 
Haque Bir Uttam, Col Md Bazlul 
Gani Bir Pratik, Lt Col 
Mohammad Abdul Mannan Bir 
Bikram, Lt Col ASM Enamul Haq, 
Lt Col Mohd Zainul Abedin, Maj 
Manzoor Ahmed BP, Maj Waker 
Hassan BP, Maj Md Abdul Jalil. 
Maj Md Asaduzzaman, Capt 
Jahirul Haque Khan BP, Maj 
Rafiqul Islam, Maj Md Abdus 
Salam, Maj A K M Rezaul Islam 
BB, Capt S A M Abdul Hai, Lt 
Mohd Abdul Quashem and Capt 
Mazharul Haque.

The meeting was attended by, 
among others, ruling party 
lawmaker Col (retd) Faruq 

Khan. Defence Secretary Edris 
Ali and other senior officials 

were present. 

Land deed or death

From page 1
towards Teknaf in the country's 
south-east. The Myanmar terri-
tory across the border is known as 
Boatfari Khal.

The Myanmar forces agreed to 
sit at a flag meeting around 4.30 
pm. At the company-level meeting 
at Palangkhali, the Myanmar side 
assented to keep construction of 
the embankment suspended.

Foreign Ministry and Home 
Ministry officials said they were 
monitoring the situation.

The Myanmar embassy in 
Dhaka was "yet to receive any 
feedback from our headquarters," 
said a senior official when con-
tacted at 4.30pm.

"We want to have a border-line 
of peace and tranquillity with our 
neighbours including Bangla-
desh," he, however, added.

According to reports, a BDR 
patrol detected ongoing construc-
tion of an embankment on the Naf 
on the Myanmar side of the bor-
der on January 4. The embank-
ment, being erected within 100 
yards of the zero line, is against 
Bangladesh's interests, as it 
might lead to diversion of the 
river flow, causing flooding and 
erosion in her territory. A large 
number of shrimp farms would be 
destroyed, if the embankment 
were built.

The BDR immediately asked 
for a flag meeting but the 
Myanmar forces did not respond. 
Later, the Bangladesh border 

forces also proposed a battalion-
level meeting. Nasaka turned it 
down, too. On Sunday, both had 
agreed to hold a company-level 
meeting. Meanwhile, work on the 
embankment continued.

An agreement was signed in 
1966 when both sides agreed to 
refrain from construction on or 
infringements to the Naf, which 
separates the two countries. 
Bangladesh and Myanmar (for-
merly Burma) share a border of 
around 500 kilometres.

BDR, Nasaka trade fire 

Fatwa
From page 12

uttering the word 'talak'.
The moulvis and a section of 

village leaders prevailed and threat-

ened to isolate the couple from the 

society.
Some of the village leaders who are 

aware of the High Court's recent 

verdict against fatwa on 'talak' coun-

seled Haq to consult lawyers.
He along with Shahida came to 

Nilphamari on January 7 and dis-

cussed the matter with some lawyers. 

On their suggestion, they went to the 

office of a Notary Public. There Haq 

and Shahida signed an accord mak-

ing solemn pledge that there had 

been no divorce and that they wanted 

to live together as husband and wife.
The document was certified by the 

Notary Public and the couple is quite 

happy with the solution. 

From page 12
sation and development.

"If the bauls are ousted from the 
shrine area and replaced by such a 
project, it would be like cutting the 
roots of a tree and then watering 
it," he said.

Poet Shamsur Rahman, the 
other convenor of the committee, 
said that throughout the world 
Lalon's works are becoming popu-
lar.

"Our movement is totally cul-
tural, not political at all. We love 
our culture and we do not want to 
destroy it," he said. "But unfortu-
nately we have been informed that 
during the last Lalon festival a 
section of people were playing 
Hindi film songs at the shrine."

"Despite assurances from the 
authorities," Rahman added, "I was 
told that the Secretary of Ministry 
of Works and Housing has contin-
ued the construction work of the 
buildings." 

Farida Parvin, a popular singer 
of Lalon songs, said that tradition-
ally Lalon followers preferred to 
perform under the shade of trees, 
not inside luxurious buildings.

"We want research centres on 
Lalon, maybe an auditorium or 
else, but these must be outside the 
premises of Lalon's shrine," she 
said.

The investigative report reveals 
how the general secretary of the 
Lalon Academy, Taizel Ali Khan 
sold out 1.7 acres of land within the 
shrine area for only Tk 40,000.

Speakers demanded immediate 
restoration of the shrine area with 
extensive replantation to make up 
for the trees felled for the project. 
They said that the actual shrine 
area must be converted into a 
green space and exclusively pre-
served for the bauls. All the excava-
tions done for construction of the 
buildings must be filled up before 
the start of the next festival, they 
said. 

The investigative report said 
that a section of ruling party men 
formed alliance with the funda-
mentalists and physically harassed 
the protection committee members 
when they went to the shrine to 
conduct an investigation last 
month.

Case
From page 12

fabricated and vague," they claimed.
The prosecution side opposed it 

and prayed for cancellation of bail of 
the accused.

After hearing both the sides, the 
court of Metropolitan Magistrate 
Abul Kashem granted bail to two 
accused and ordered to send the 
complainant to the Dhaka Central 
Jail.

Save Lalon's shrine

From page 1
not permit women in the congrega-
tion, over 5,000 women from the 
adjoining areas took part in the 
Akheri Munajat from various 
residential houses, mills and facto-
ries and roads.

All roads leading to the bank of 
the Turag  River were teeming with 
countless people from all strata just 
before the Akheri Munajat.

A jimadar of foreign devotees, 
Maulana MA Hannan, said 4,028 
foreigners from 62 countries took 
part in the Ijtema this year. The 
highest number of foreign devotees 
came from neighbouring India.

Apart from severe cold, the 
devotees faced problems like toll 
collection, pickpocket and unhy-
gienic environment and food in the 
Ijtema ground. However, the hur-
dles could not stop the devotees 
from joining the Ijtema.

As in the previous years, 90 
couples got married without dowry 
at a mass wedding on the occasion. 
Maulana Jobayer delivered ser-

mons on marriage.
Some 64 people have been hospi-

talised having diarrhoeal and 
intestinal diseases and sustaining 
injuries.

50 organisations have provided 
medical treatment to the pilgrims.

Meanwhile, water for ablution 
was sold at Tk 5 per pot and a piece 
of paper to sit on the ground at Tk 1 
before the Akheri Munajat. Poor 
children and hawkers supplied 
those.

11 pickpockets were arrested 
today raising the total to 35 caught 
during the congregation.

Large number of home-bound 
people following the munajat 
created chaotic situations at the rail 
and bus station.

Serious traffic congestions were 
created on the Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway.

Buses charged exorbitant fares 
to the returning people.

Trains were jam packed with 
passengers.

Devotees seek divine 

A three-day national workshop 
on "Intellectual Property Rights: 
Science and Technology Perspec-
tives" began in the city yesterday 
with a call to amend and develop the 
country's existing Patents and 
Designs Act (PDC), copyright and 
trademark laws to ensure protec-
tion of patents of the intellectual 
properties, reports BSS.

Speaking on the first day of the 
three-day workshop, noted journal-
ists, IT experts and business leaders 
said that Bangladesh should update 
the laws, develop appropriate sys-
tems of protection of intellectual 
properties considering the tremen-
dous technological advancement in 
the world.

Science and Technology Minister 
Mohammad Noor Uddin Khan 
inaugurated the workshop in the 
Bangladesh Institute of Administra-
tion and Management (BIAM) 
auditorium as the chief guest. 

Editor of The Daily Star Mahfuz 
Anam spoke at the function as 
special guest.

Presided over by Science and 
Technology Secretary Fazlur 
Rahman, the inaugural function 
was also addressed by Joint Secre-
tary of the Science and Technology 
Ministry Yusuf Jahangir Shikder.

The minister said the scientists 
and technologists would get inspi-
ration if their patents are registered 
and they would feel encouraged to 
invent new ideas. He said the pat-
ents of the agricultural invention 
should be registered as intellectual 
rights.

Laying emphasis on enactment 
of copyright law, he said the law 
should be introduced for the pro-
tection of software in the IT-based 
modern world. A copyright law, 

which is being framed, would help  
check piracy in the country's soft-

ware industry.

The minister said that the exist-
ing trademark laws of the country 
should be amended for protecting 
the service marks especially in the IT 
related business. He also laid 
emphasis on creating awareness 
among the scientists, researchers, 
lawyers, students and others linked 
with the Intellectual Property 
Rights. 

The Daily Star Editor Mahfuz 
Anam said the scientists and the 
inventors have to patent their ideas, 
as it is the main property of the 
inventors. Others might steal the 
ideas if these are not patented in 
time, he said.

He said many of the ideas of the 
people of developing countries are 
being stolen by developed countries. 
In this context, he gave an example 
of "Basmoti Rice" and said its patent 
was stolen and named as "Texmati 
Rice" in a developed country.

Anam also emphasised the need 

for increasing allocation for the 
Science and Technology Ministry to 
promote scientific activities in the 
country.

Placing emphasis on creating 
awareness among the scientists, 
and inventors about the Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR), Science and 
Technology Secretary Fazlur 
Rahman lamented that to a lack of 
awareness the full credit of inven-
tion of radio went to Marconi as he 
had registered the patent of his 
work before scientist Jagadish 
Chandra Bose.

Four technical papers were 
presented at the workshop yester-
day. At least 90 participants from 
different universities and business 
organisations, including informa-
tion technologists, journalists and 
four experts of Delhi-based NAM 
Science and Technology Centre 
have been participating in the 
workshop.

Call to help protect intellectual
property rights

 DB office murder
From page 1

thana on March 26, 1999.
All the accused  inspector 

Ziaul Ahsan, Havilder Billal, 
constable Abdur Rouf and can-
teen manager Anwar Hossain  
were present at the court yester-
day.

Metropolitan Public Prosecu-
tor Quamrul Islam  appeared for 
the state while Advocate ABM 
Sharfuddin Khan Mukul and 
Mahbub Ahmed for the accused.

"We will submit the charge sheet 
against the culprits within ten days 
after receiving the autopsy report," 
Ahmed said. "The belated report has 
put brakes on the process of justice."

Once the charge sheet was 
framed, he said, the accused persons 
would surrender at the court of 
justice rather than leading the life of 
outlaws forever.

Only one out of the 39 accused 
has so far been arrested, the officer-
in-charge of Pirganj thana con-
firmed, adding that the culprits 
might have fled to neighbouring 
districts.

The thana nirbahi officer (TNO) 
of Pirganj said about 2,000 landless 
peasants from Panea had submitted 
a memorandum to his office on 
November 5 following the incidents 
of November 3. 

Local people have demanded 
that the government immediately 
rehabilitate the landless farmers 
and direct the local administration 
to monitor implementation of the 
ongoing scheme.

In Panea village, at least six 
more similar cases involving those 
of landless peasants have remained 
unresolved for years. Local people 
fear more clashes if the farmers 
claim the land they have been 
allotted under the government 
scheme.

Nepalese FM
From page 1

ter of Sri Lanka recently visited New 
Delhi on this issue of SAARC and he 
informed Kathmandu of India's 
position about the summit.

The Nepalese Foreign Minister, 
however, stress should be given on 
activities of SAARC and holding 
meetings at official, secretary and 
ministerial levels before the summit.

Bangladesh Ambassador to Nepal 
Cyril Sikdar, Nepalese Ambassador in 
Dhaka Madhu Raman Acharya and 
senior officials of the Foreign Minis-
try were present at the airport.

From page 1
than a million members and 
national sections in 54 countries, 
including Bangladesh. 

Irene is learnt to have a wide 
range of field experience, exten-
sive knowledge of the interna-
tional community and a deep 
commitment to human rights. 

Amnesty International in a 
memo said, "We are confident that 
she will bring the leadership and 
direction needed by our move-
ment."

An official announcement is 
due to be made shortly by the AI 
from London.

Profile of Irene Khan 
Irene has worked with the 

United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees since 1980. Her 
professional experience has 

covered a wide range of functions 
and operations at UNHCR Head-
quarters and in the field. Her 
work at the UNHCR has focused 
on the protection of the rights of 
refugees and displaced persons, 
and on issues relating to human 
rights, humanitarian law and 
refugee law. 

Irene is the Deputy Director of 
Protection with UNHCR and is 
based in Geneva. She was the 
UNHCR Emergency Co-ordinator 
for the Republic of Macedonia in 
1999, where she was responsible 
for the implementation of the 
Humanitarian Evacuation 
Programme. 

Before going to Macedonia 
Irene was Head of the Centre for 
Documentation and Research in 
Geneva. From 1995 to 1998 Irene 

was Chief of Mission for the 
UNHCR office in India where she 
was responsible for ensuring 
international protection to 
200,000 refugees, while promot-
ing refugee law with legal, human 
rights and academic institutions. 

In 1990 Irene was appointed 
Senior Executive Officer in the 
Office of the High Commissioner 
where she was principal aide to 
the High Commissioner.

Irene's academic specialisation 
is in international law and human 
rights. She studied law at the 
University of Manchester and 
Harvard Law School. After com-
pleting her legal studies, she 
worked for the International 
Commission of Jurists in Geneva. 
She was a founding board mem-
ber of Concern Universal.

Vested Bill
From page 1

presided over the Cabinet meet-
ing that also approved a pro-
posal of the Home Ministry 
based on the Public Administra-
tion Reform Committee recom-
mendation for simplification of 
issuing passports.

Reza Emdad
From page 1

inquiry is investigating the crash. 
Mohsin's body has been kept at 

the mortuary of CMH. He would  
be laid to rest after the return of 
his elder brother from Germany.

He has left behind his wife and 
a daughter.

    

Bangladeshi to head Amnesty
From page 12

GMT) today, state radio, which 
had earlier gone off the air, began 
playing the national anthem and a 
man who did not identify himself 
read a brief statement.

"At the hour that we speak the 
country has undergone another 
page of our history. Radio and 
television are currently in the 
hands of the military," he said. "I 
want to reassure the population 
that their security is guaranteed. . . 
. I ask all our brothers in arms to 
align themselves."

N'Guessan said small groups of 
soldiers had attacked state broad-
casting offices in downtown 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast's main city, 
and broadcasting facilities in the 
exclusive Cocody suburb.

Witnesses earlier said they also 
heard gunfire near the downtown 
home of Gbagbo.

Doudou said Ivorian officials 
had been aware of the plot for a few 
days, but decided to let it go ahead 
to catch the plotters in the act.

The Ivorian Cabinet was to meet 
later today and Gbagbo was 
expected to address the nation.

Coup bid in Ivory

Humayun Zahir
From page 1

Earlier, the case was trans-
ferred to two courts for disposal. 
But one of the courts felt embar-
rassed to give the judgement.

Humayun Zahir, a leading 
businessman, was murdered by a 
group of assailants on the pre-
mises of his Dhanmondi resi-
dence on April 8, 1993.

Zahirul Haq Khan, father-in-
law of Humayun Zahir filed a 
murder case with Dhanmondi 
thana against one Fazlur 
Rahman Tanmoy the same day.

The investigation officer of 
the case submitted a chargesheet 
to the CMM's Court Dhaka 
against seven people including 
Akhteruzzaman Chowdhumy 
Babu.

Akhteruzzaman Chowdhury 
Babu and Abdul Matin are now 
on bail. They were granted ad-
interim bail by the High Court 
Division of the Supreme Court in 
1997.

Fazlur Rahman Tonmoy, Kai-
ser and Alam are now in the 
custody while Headayatul Islam 
Bulu and Tawhidul Islam are at 
large.

NEW DELHI, Jan 8: Interna-
tional and domestic flights to and 
from New Delhi were cancelled 
today as dense fog covered the 
Indian capital, reports AFP.

"The visibility fell below 100 
metres at about 3:26 am (2156 
GMT Sunday) in the morning. 
We are still waiting for the fog to 
clear," a spokesman of the Air-
ports Authority of India told the 
news agency.

No planes had been able to 
take off or land at the airport 
since the fog descended.

Meanwhile, six more people 
died of hypothermia in Bihar on 
Sunday as a biting cold wave 
tightened its grip across large 
parts of the country.

All the six people died in 
Bihar's Vaishali district, where 
14 more have perished in the past 
10 days.

The cold-related death toll 
across Bihar has reached 72 so 
far, the UNI news agency said, 
adding temperatures in parts of 
the impoverished state were just 
above freezing.

Officials from Punjab state on 
Sunday reported the first cold-
related death in the food-rich 
northern province.

In the adjoining state of Uttar 
Pradesh, India's most populous 
state, a total of 39 such deaths 
have been reported since the 
onset of the cold weather late last 
month.

Temperatures have dropped to 
freezing in parts of Uttar 

Pradesh, Punjab and Rajasthan 
in the coldest conditions to hit 
the region in several years.

Most of the victims were home-
less people, officials said, adding 
all schools and colleges in Uttar 
Pradesh have been shut until 
Tuesday.

Mysterious boxes

Six crew to be
interrogated by
JIC in Dhaka

From Staff Correspon-
dent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 8: The six crew 
including a Pakistani national were 
granted seven days' remand by the court 
today for further interrogation by the 
joint interrogation cell (JIC) in Dhaka in 
connection with mysterious boxes 
dropped in the Bay of Bengal on Decem-
ber 17.

Police said the six crew would be sent 
to Dhaka tomorrow morning by road.

They are being sent to Dhaka follow-
ing an order from higher authorities, 
police said.

Mysterious boxes were dropped in 
the Bay of Bengal from two mechanised 
boats by 28 crew including a Pakistani 
national on December 17 when navy 
patrol ship challenged them. 

One beaten to 
death in city

By Staff Correspondent
An unidentified man aged 

about 35 was beaten to death by a 
mob near Gopibagh rail crossing 
in the city last night.

Hospital sources said the mob 
suspected the man to be a mugger 
and beat him at about 7:30 pm.

 Sabujbagh police rescued him 
in a critical condition and sent 
him to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital where doctors declared 
him dead at about 8:15 pm. His 
body was sent to DMCH morgue 
for autopsy.

When contacted at 9 last night, 
police could not give details.

10 Maoist rebels
shot dead in 
Jharkhand

RANCHI (India), Jan 8: Indian 
paramilitary police have shot dead 
10 left-wing guerillas, while losing 
one of their own men, in a fierce 
gunbattle in the eastern Indian state 
of Jharkhand, police said today, 
reports AFP.

A Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) patrol raided Semry 
Banjary village in the Garhwa 
district of Jharkhand on Sunday 
after a tip-off that Maoist rebels 
belonging to the People's War Group 
(PWG) were hiding in the village.

"There was an encounter and 
the security forces recovery four 

bodies from the scene of the 
gunbattle. But the rebels escaped 
with the other dead bodies," said 
Jharkhand director general of 

police TP Sinha.
"Four civilians, including two 

women were injured in the shoot-
out."

One CRPF member was also 
killed.

The state of Jharkhand was 
created in November  carved out of 
18 of neighbouring Bihar state's 51 
districts.
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 "Democracy means tolerance, 

democracy means accommodation," 
Paul said. " For the practice of 
democracy, both the government 
and the opposition should come 
forward and accommodate each 
other's views," he added.

Reading out from her paper on 
Women, Democracy and Electoral 
Process, Farah Kabir said education 
is the precondition for empower-
ment of women, which is essential 
for democracy to flourish.

She said limited access of the 
majority of women to the public 
sphere restricted their ability to 
influence, oppose or change the 

policies that affect them. "Women 
comprise half the world's popula-
tion, yet laws are still being formu-
lated, drafted, passed and imple-
mented almost exclusively by men."

She said that discriminatory 
practices relating to the division of 
labour and the roles and responsibil-
ities ascribed to women by the 
society have marginalised women in 
politics. "Moreover, women were 
discriminated economically, region-
ally and through the laws drafted 
over the years."

She said despite constitutional 
provisions, women's participation 
in all spheres of life is a far cry. She 
urged the civil society, women 

activists and others concerned to 
come forward and do their best to 
empower women.

Saima Serazi placed another 
keynote paper at another session 
chaired by Tasmima Hossain, MP. 
Ayesha Khanam and Prof. Shawkat 
Ara Hussain also addressed this 
session.

Presided over by Dr Hameeda 
Hossain, the session on Violence 
against Women, Violation of Human 
Rights was addressed by Samia 
Jamal and Safia Azim.

Another session on "Building 
Bases for Economic Empowerment 
of Women" was held in the after-
noon.

Women must particapate

Casting votes
From page 12

The newspapers described how 
about 4000 women of 12 villages in 
Surat Union of Jhenidah district were 
being "deprived of their fundamental 
right to vote in any election for about 
85 years due to a fatwa by a section of 
people."

"Inquire into the complaint and 
submit a comprehensive report 
urgently," the Election Commission 
directed the Deputy Election Com-
missioner, Khulna, and the DC of 
Jhenidah.

Fatwa barred
them from 

for 85 years!

Dense fog in Delhi: Flights
cancelled
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