impresses
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BARI. [taly. Jan 5: English
Premiership champions Man-
chester United have jolned a
host of Italian clubs in the race
to sign Barl's teenage prodigy
Antonio Cassano, Corriere dello
Sport reported Friday, reports
AFP.

Cassano. 18, Is seen as one
of the hottest prospects in [tal-
fan football and Barl president
Vincenzo Matarrese conceded
he would eventually have to let
his prize asset go. although he
vowed he would hang onto the
youngster until the summer.

But Matarrese also told the
newspaper that United and
other foreign clubs had joined
Serie A giants AS Roma, Ju-
ventus, AC and Inter Milan in
the race for the voungster's
signature.

Mataresse said: "I am very
good friends with (Roma chair-
man Franco) Sensi but also
with (Juventus director Anto-
nio) Giraudo and the Agnelli
family.

"It is difficult to know what
will happen because Manches.-
ter United and other loreign
teams are also interested in
Cassano. Bari will choose the
most advantageous option eco-
nomically for the club.”

[nter are also known to be
interested in Cassano, The Mi-
lan club's coach Marco Tardelli

“worked closely with the voung-

ster when in charge of the ltal-
jan under-21 side while AC
Milan have also been monitor-
ing the player.

- England to have
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more talks
with Eriksson

LONDON. Jan 5: The Foot-
ball Association (FA) are to have
another round of talks with
England's coach-in-waiting
Sven-Goran Eriksson in a fort-
night, reports AFP.

Chief executive Adam Croz-
jer will head the governing
body's delegation to Italy, where
they will also meet representa-
tives from Eriksson's club La-
Z10.

Swedish coach Eriksson is

. scheduled to take up his duties

in the summer after signing a
five-year contract

Leicester manager Peter
Taylor and Manchester United
number two Steve McClaren
will again be caretaker coaches
for the friendly against Spain
on February 28 at Villa Park

But the FA have made no
secret of the fact they would
like Eriksson in place if at all
possible for the next World Cup

qualifier against Finland on
March 24
His role at Lazio has con-

tinnally been subject to specui-
lation as theyv have endured an
indifferent season.

However, the Rome club are
still involved in the Champions
League though a home deteat
by Leeds United has placed
their progress in the competi-
tion in considerable doubt,

FA chief executive Adam
Crozier told the Press Associa-
tion on Thursday: "We will be
going to Italy in two weeks to
take the discussions forward
We want to know exactly where
we stand.

"It is only proper we talk to
people at Lazio as well as Sven
We have to go through the
proper channels. What we have

to remember is that he., Peter
and Steve are a team.
"Evervone knows that Sven

is one of the top three coaches
in the world.

"His track record is phe-
nomenal and he is a terrifi
coacl. Sir Alex Ferguson said at
Christmas how highly he rates
him.”

Villa still optimistic
about Angel

LONDON. Jan 5: Aston Villa
said Friday they were confident
that the signing of Colombian
international striker Juan Pablo
Angel for a club record
9. 5million pounds (12.4million
dollars) would go ahead, reports
AFP.

Reports claim that the deal
is being held up because An-
gel's agent Gustavo Muscardi -
who owns half of the contract of
the River Plate player - is ask-
ing for commission of 1.2 mil-
lion dollars.

It was suggested that Angel
was being prevented from
boarding a plane to Birming-
ham until Villa guaranteed to
pay Muscardi.

There are also rumours that
Villa manager John Gregory
might have to resurrect a deal
for Celta Vigo stiriker Benni
McCarthy because the Angel
deal was in danger of collaps-
ing.

But the club remains confi-
dent that Angel will link up
with the club next week - pro-
viding he passes a medical - in
time to make his debut against
Liverpool on January 13

Aston Villa spokesman Phil
Mepham said: "There is no
hitch. The plan is still to bring

Angel over here well in time to
prepare for the game with Liv-
er]}ml

‘Maradona's father

in hospital
BUENOS AIRES, Jan 5: The
father of Argentinian football
legend Diego Maradona was
taken to hospital here Thursday
suffering from fluid on the lang,

doctors sald, reports AFP.

The 72-year-old - Kknown

here simply as 'Don Diego' -
was in a stable condition. doc-
tors said,

Ilta]ian talent l

LONDON, Jan 5:
Gierard Houllier
insisted the arri-
val of Finnish in-
ternational striker
Jarl Litmanen on
Thursday does not mean Rob-
biec Fowler's departure from
Anfield is (muninent, reports
AFP.

The Liverpool manager tied
up the final details of the free
transfer signing of Litmanen,
who was a member of the Ajax
side that won the 1995 Euro-
pean Cup and reached the final
in 1996, from Spanish giants
Barcelona on Thursday., and
the 29-vear-old trained with his
new team-mates,

Despite speculation that yet
another late-night incident in-
volving Fowler in Liverpool city
centre could hasten his depar-
ture. Houllier clearly sees Lit-

manen as an addition rather
than a replacement.
Houllier. wheo has been

chasing Litmanen for two vears,
saidd that he needed another
stniher with the recent depar-
tures of Erik Meijer and Titi
Caniara

1 remember when we didn't
have enough strikers because of
injuries so it is vital for us to
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JARI LITMANEN

have at least four here. This is
something we have always
stressed.” the former French
national coach said.

With Liverpool's packed New
Year schedule, which will in-
clude vital games in three cup
competitions, Houllier does not
want to sell his former captain,
desplte  Fowler's indifferent
form.

Fowler. who did not exactly
fully endorse Houllier's sugges-
tion that he would be staying
on when he said on Sunday he
was happy at Liverpool 'for the
minute'. will instead compete
with Emile Heskey, Michael
Owen and now Litmanen for a
place in the starting line-up.

Liverpool are aware of Chel-

sea's continued interest in
Fowler,

Chief executive Colin
Hutchison has reiterated his

view that the Londoners would
be interested in signing the
player if Liverpool gave the go
ahead.

But with a schedule that
could include matches in the
FA Cup. UEFA Cup-and League
Cup in an ll-day period in
February. Houllier wants all of
his best plavers available.

The arrival of Litmmanen, a

Litmanen now a Liverpool man

player Houlller wanted to sign

when the forward was with
Ajax. has excited the French
coach

"He's one of the most excit-
ing signings we have made. We
have signed a world class
player. He comes with a repu-
tation that needs no improve-
ment.” Houllier said,

Litmanen. a close friend of
Liverpool defender and coun-
tcyman Sami. Hyypla, was ex-
ceptional in recent internation-
als against England and Wales.

A deep-lving lforward who
plays well in the hole behind
the strikers, he is qualified to
play o all four competitions
Liverpool are contesting, as he
has not plaved for Barcelona in
either the Champions League or
UEFA Cup this season.

‘It has always been my
dream to play for Liverpool."
sald Litmanen, regarded as

Finland's best ever player.

"l have supported them since
| was a child and there has
been talk about me joining
them before. :

'l seem to have been linked
with every club in Europe but
it's no secret that Liverpool
have always been very special
to me.”

Sport

GLASGOW Jan
9: Former Argen-
tinian World Cup
star Claudio Can-
1ggia delighted
Dundee by sign

mg a contract on Thursday to
stay a further two-and-a-half
vears at Dens Park. reports
AFP

Dundee plaver-inanager
lvano Bonetti believes Canig-
gias commitment to the teamn

can spur the rest of the team on
10 4 top six place in the Scottish
Premier League

Caniggia, 33. signed a longer
contract after originally only
agreeing to a six-month deal,

Caniggia was offered the op-
portunity to resurrect his career
at Dens Park in October and
nas scored five times since his
arrival

Bonetti insisted the longer
contract proves the ambition of

Caniggia

staying at Dundee

the c¢lub undes chairman
Jinmnny Marr and chief execntlive
Peter Marr

« I 'think Claudio has shown
that he still has the gualities
that make him an exceptional
plaver but. just as important.
he still has a big appetite for
the game and for success.” said
Bonetti '

"There is no doubt that his
quality and mentality have had
a positive effect on the squad.

"His attitude and manner
make him as popular with his
team-mates as he is with the
fans and we are all delighted
that he will be with us lor a
longer time.

‘I am pleased for Claudio,
the club, Dundee's fans and
myvself that he will be staving
with us.” Bonetti said

But Peter Marr admitted
that he thought Bonetti had
been joking when he originally

sald

CEOm Lo wiotrhd 1l 1)
Dunnidee

‘I have to adnnt
lvano Bonetti lirst mentioned
the possibility ol Claudhio
Caniggia coming to Dens Park, |
thought he was pulling my leg.
said Marr.

"But he is happy here and.
for the foreseeable future at
least. here to stay.

"I am delighted that Claudio
has chosen to extend his stay
at Dundee.

“There is no doubt that he
has set the Premier League
alight since his arrival and has
proven that he is an undoubted
world class talent.

"His commitiment to the club
over the last three months has
been outstanding - both on and
off the field

Caniggia is out of the coun-
trv for the start of the winter
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that when

- Di Camio from English Premies

French First Division preview

PARIS, Jan 5:
David meets Goli-
ath as the French
league pits a
number of worthy
challengers agai-
nst the league's top sides in the
battle for the last 16 places in

the French League Cup, reports
AFP

~ Second Division side
Gueugnon surprised evervone

last year with a fairytale 2-0
win over Paris Saint Germain in
the final at the Stade de France.

While the holders
performmed well in the Second
Division this seasorr and are
pretty much out of the promo-
fion race. lving in ninth place
16 points off third-placed Lori-
eut.  they must faney their
chances against ailing champi-
ons Monaco on Sundavy

Should Gueugnon prevail in
the Principalitv it will probably
cost Claude Puel his post af
Monaco and make him the sev-
enth coaching casualty of the
SCASD1).

Puel. who stunned many ob-
servers by gniding the side to
the title last season., hias on-
joved a stay of execution after
league results have left Monaco
fourth from bottom. but club
president Jean-Louis Campora
is unlikely to be so generous if
the "Forpers" steel themselves
for a surprise win on Sunday.

The most attractive Inpﬂip!ll
clash is Sedan's hosting of Lvon
this Saturday - one of only two
fixtures to feature First Division

have not

clubs alter the Bordeaux Lille
match.

Lyon. sitting a respectable
fifth in the league only two

points behind their third-placed
opponents. lost former star
striker Tony Vairelles on loan to
Bordeaux on Wednesday,
However Jacques Santini's
side have an excess of firepower
with the French-Brazilian duo

L

of Steve Marlet and Sonnv Arn-

derson which in league terms
would be enough to worryv the
side known as the "Wild Boars'.

But as Gueugnon proved
last vear. anvthing can happen
in the unpredictable competi-
tion, which comprises all teams
involved in France's top two
divisions, and Bordeaux would
be wise to ensure that new arri-
val Vairelles is adequately tired
up to face Lille

The men from the north
have the ever-helpful touchline
presence of vociferous coa h
Vahid Halilhodzic who has

German channels
to buy WC 2002

MUNICH. Germanv, Jan 5:
The German public television
channels ARD and ZDF plan to
buy some of the broadcasting
rights for the football 2002
World Cup from media glant
Kircli for a record 225 million
marks (115 million euros, 109
million dollars), the daily Suecl-
deutsche Zeftung rvpnf'u-{l o1l
Friday, reports AFP.

"We can confirm that we've
reached agreement in principle

withh ARD and ZDF. We will
release a statement about the
details of the deal soon" a

Kirch spokesman told AFP.

He declined to comunent
further. on either the amount of
money changing hands or the

date when the deal would be
announced.
The newspaper report,

quoting an executive from ARD,
sald that ARD and ZDF would
buy the rights for 24 of the 64
matches. to be held in Japan
and South Korea, for a record
1O million marks per match

The purchase would include
the rights for the opening game.
the semi-finals and the linal. it
acdded.

Big guns' test of calibre

helped lorge thie best delence in
the league with only 15 goals
conceded from 22 games

But with only 24 goals
scored Lille need to ensure their
own proficiency up front if they
are 1o harbour any hope of ad-
vancing,

Bordeaux. who have been
way al training camp over the

winter break. will have home
advantage

But while they sit in a re-
spectable fourth place alter a

mid-season surge, Elie Baup's
sidde are not impregnable  at
home and have Injury doubts
over Belgian international for-
ward Marc Wilimots (back) and
Pascal Feindouno.

Second Division side Ajaccio.
meanwhile, will be looking to
take full advantage ol Saint
Etienne's second major coacl-
ing change of the season as
they host 'Les Verts' at home in
( Ilf:"'\il".'l

Saint  Etienne coach
foshack walked out of the
struggling club. who sit in 13th
position, to rejoin his former

side Real Socfedad and team
captain Jean-Guy Wallemmne
Was .l]]l}ﬂ“”l‘{l ]l]:l.\'l'l' Jcoach

alongside assistant coach Rudy
Giarcia.

[Robert Nouzaret had  been
sacked in October. and the hoy s
from Corsica will be hapig 1o
imitate their First Division
neighbours', Bastia, record ol
making it hard for any visiting

feams.
FIXTURES

Friday: Rennes v
Cannes v Valence

Saturday: Le Havre v Mar-
seflle, Bordeaux v Lille, Auxerre
v Red Star, AC Ajaccio v Saint
Etienne, Guingamp v Amiens.
Toulouse v Niort, Sedan v Lyon

Sunday: Nancy v Paris 50,
Strasbourg v Chateauroux,
Wasquehal v Metz, Monaco v
Gueugnon, Troyes v Creteil,
Lens v Nimes, Bastia v Nice

Nantes,

John

Kohler extends |
Dortmund

contract

DORTMUND, Germany, Jan
5: German World Cup winning
defender Jurgen Kohler ex-
tended his contract for a year-
and-a-hall with German league
higflyers Borussia Dortmund it
was revealed on Thursday, re-
ports AFP. ‘

The 35-year-old, who was
capped 105 tmes and was a
nieniber of the 1990 World Cup
winning side and the Dortmund
team which beat Juventus 3- |
in the 1997 European Cup. will
lay up till June 2002 and is
Ikely to move into scouting and
marketing with the club afte;
‘1]5 contract ends,

Poborsky arrives

in Rome

ROME. Jan 5: Benfica's
Czech international midfielder
Karel Poborsky arrived at
Rome's Flumicino airport [Fri-
day to sign an I8-month con-
tract with Italian champions
Lazio. reports AFP

A deal had been struck by

the plaver's representatjves and
the Iltaltan club in Pragne on
Thursday and all that remains
s for the plaver to put pen to
paper and undergo a medical.,

L Towever, 1t i1s now thought
that he will not be available for
Sundavs match at the Olympie
Stadimum  with Napoli and is
more  likely to take his bow
against Udinese a week later

The [ee is a modest 3.5 mil-
lion dollars. according to the
ANSA agency. and the 29-year-
old will fill the berth on the
right side of midfield vacated by
Portuguese international Sergio
Conceicao who joined Parma in
the close season.

Poborsky was the third per-
son Lazio had sought to fill the
problem position

Initially club president Ser-
gio Cragnotti sought to per-
suade Udimese 1o allow ltalian
international Stefano Filore to
move 1o Rome earlier than ex.
pected - Fiore is expected
join the Italian champions i
the swinmer
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KAREL POBORSKY

The

Iure then

el toled 1o
phaver Paolo

1!'»--- !.Iii"lf

lormiey

ship club West Faan Uit

Lazio are hoping Poborsky
will be available for selection for
Sundav's home mateh at the
Olyvmpic Stadivm  with  Napoli
although he is likely to start on
the bench

Poborsky first came 10
prominence as a wmember of the
Czechh  Republi team  that
reached the Euro 96 final. los-
ing 2-1 to Germany at Wen-
bley

The blond-haired midfielder
was an integral part of that
highly-regarded Czech side and
scaored an outstanding goal past
revered Porjuguese 't‘vvpﬁr \i-
tor Baia: leading to interest
from a number of top clubs.

He moved to English Pre-
1|||f-r-l'.||1 giants Manchester
Linited for season 1996/ 1047

but was eclipsed bv the emer-
cence of David Beckham on the
right side of midflield and moved
on to Bentica

Recoba signs
fresh contract

MILAN, Jan 5: Inter Milan's
Uruguayan striker Alvaro Re-
coba Thursday signed a five-
and-a half vear contract with
the San Siro side, the club's
website reported, reports AFP.

Recoba, whose agent Paco
Casal agreed the deal with Inter
negotiator Rinaldo Ghelfi before
Christmas. put pen to paper on
the deal that expires on June
20, 2006.

The website did not give de-
tails on the financial terms but
il media speculation proves well
founded it is the most lucrative
contract in the history of [talian
foothall

Fowler misses
FA Cup clash

LONDON. Jan 5: Liverpool
will be without striker Robbie
Fowler for Saturdayv's FA Cup
third round clash with Rother-
ham at Anfield and British
press reports said he was rest-
mg in Spain. reports AFP

“Fowler has been given time
ol torecover trom minor faclal
ijuries suffered in a fracas
oulside a nightclub in the early
hours of Wednesday.,

Speculation is mounting
that Liverpool's signing ol Fin-
nish international Jari Litma-
nen ot Thursday signals the
el of Fowler's time at the < lab

But manager Gerard ol
lier is insisting thatr he wants
Fowler to stay so the club can
operate with four strikers -
Fowler, Litmanen, Michael
Owen and Emile Heskey.

The Independent newspaper
reported on Friday that Fowler
had flown to Spain to be with
his friend, former Liverpool
ylaver Steve McManaman, who

Serie A preview
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MILAN. Jan B5:
The Milan derhy
showdowr Iy -
tween AC and in-
ter takes centre
stage this week
cid as laban football resumes
alter the festive break but such
arce the parlous domestic for-
tunes of both San Siro clubs
the matches that reallv count
take place elsewhere. reports
AFP.

A glance at the table reveals
that Saturday night's meeting
al Turin between scmnfl-plar-ch
Juventus  and [ast-lmproving
Fiorentina and Sunday after-
noon’s matech at Bergamo be-
tween  third-placed  Atalanta
and First Division leaders AS
Roma are of far more signifi-
cance than the encounter be-
tween sixth-placed AC and 1n-
ter, languishing in 1 1th.

But, rightly or wrongly. it is
the San Siro showpiece that
takes the Sunday evening slof
traditionally awarded to the
deemed to be the biggest game
of the week and both Milan
sides - like the other undera-
chieving northern glants Ju-
ventus - hope the new year will
herald an end to the 12-month
supremacy of the Roman clubs

It was somehow appropriate
in the millennium vear - given
the Eternal City's association

that the two teams from the
ltalian eapital wrenched the
spotlight away from the tradi-
tional footballing powerbase in
the north,

The vear 2000 started with
Juventus top of the pile but by
May Lazio had overturned a
deficit that, with just seven
weeks to go, was nine points to

the season - their first in 26
vears
And all roads continued Lo

with the Gregorian calendar -

take the title on the last dayv of

lead 1o Rome this season with
Roma establishing a six-point
lead by the end of the vear and
looking on course for a first
Scudetto in 18 vears.

The San Siro clash where AC
Milan are nominally the home
team and Inter visitors there-
lore seems a somewhat paro-
chial affair with only city pride
and the chance to gain the
momentiun needed to challenge
lor a Champions League spol
the main incentive.

It the mateh s an important
one for Mila, it is oven more
critical for Inter who continue
o recl ander a succeession of
Crises

Urugnavan Antonio Pacheco
jomed the Inter payroll from
Montevideo glants Penarol this
week but two more forwards,
Robbie Keane and lvan Zamo-
rano, had already left in De-
cember.

Another Uruguayan striker
Alvaro Recoba was fined by a
committee of his team-mates
for storining out of the Decem-
ber 23 victory over Atalanta
after being substituted by coach
Marco Tardelll and French de-
fender Laurent Blane said he
might leave in the summer.

Such turmoil in the dressing
room Is seen as just another
week at Inter but at least Tar-
delli only has one player ruled
out for the derby - Colombian
defender lvan Cordoba,

Milan can thank their lucky
stars that Ukrainian Andriv
Shevehenko Is  stll  scoring
freely and unlike Inter they are
still in the Champions League.

Juventus are not in the
same plight as the two Milan
clubs and while the year 2000
was a blank year trophy-wise,
statistics show they were tlie
best team in terms of points
won in the First Division, hav-
Ing finished runners-up to Lazio
in May and also in second spot
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to Roma at the turn of the year.

But they will face tough op.
position in the form of Floren-
tina whose recent strong run
has lifted them to fifth.

LUnlike most coaches who do
not like to mention the word
“Scudetto” (Championship) un-
tl it s safely in the bag the
Florence outfit's Turkish coach
Fatib Teriin is freely speaking
the S-word and victory against
Juve will lend wejght to his
confidence,

Roma are so confident of
victory al Atalanta that coacl
Fabio Capello has hinted he will
rest  Batistuta and give Vin-
cenzo Montella a rare start

Atalanta were the SUrprise
packages of the autuimnn pro-
gramme but there were Signs
that they were beginning 1o
falter before Christmas  and
Roma hope to take full advan-
tage of that.

Champions Lazio, bolstered
by the signing of Czech winger
Karel Poborsky from Benfica,
host Napoli while Parma hope
o end a disappointing se.
quence of results with a home
victory against bottom club
Reggina, who Thursday signed
Davide Dionigi from Sampdoria.

Perugia entertain  Udinese
while Brescia visit Bologna.
Lecee is the destination for

Verona while on Saturday af-
termoon Bari make the trip to
Vicenza.

FIXTURES (1400 GMT
unless stated)

Saturday: Vicenza v Bari,
Juventus v Fiorentina (19:30
GMT)

Sunday: Atalanta v AS

Roma. Bologna v Brescia, Lazio
v Napoli, Lecce v Verona, Parma
v Reggina, Perugia v Udinese,
AC Milan v Inter Milan (19:30
GMT)

Primera Liga preview

MADRID, Jan 5
Real Zaragoza will
be aiming to spoil
John  Toshack's
return  for his
third spell as Real
Saociedad  coach as  Spain's
Primera Liga swings back into
action alter the winter break
tins weekend, reports AFP.
Toshack controversially quiit
St Etienne on Wednesday after
just 10 weeks at the French
club to accept the challenge of
lifting * Real Sociddad off the

bottom ' of ‘the Spanish First
Division

"The

situation

a difficult

IS cnough

side is in
but there

tme 1o rescue it.” sawd Toshaco k.
who led Real Madrid o the
| lcague title in 1990

Real Sociedad have just 12

pohits from 16 games. but are
one of four sides including Nu-
mancia, Racing Santander and
Osasuna separated by just four

points.

Al the other end of the table,
Real Madrid. second in the
league but equal on 32 poults
with top-placed Valencia. travel
to seventh-placed Alaves, whose

siriker Javi Moreno is the
league’'s top scorer with 13
goals.

Alaves’ central defender Os-
car Tellez said: "It is always a
big match when we play Real
Madrid.

"Teams like us can increase
ouv standing with a.victory.,! he
added. | 2 "5, :

Valencia must pick them-

selves up for their match
against Real Santander after
being eliminated from the

Spanish Cup on Wednesday by

Third Division Guadix

The minnows made a mock-
erv of last year's European Cup
finalists. who have the best
cdelence in the league this sea-
soil. as they drew 4-4 after ex-
tra time before losing on penal-

Another Toshack return

Hes.
Another team to fall in the
Spanish Cup. Deportivo La

Coruna. travel to Real Vallado-
lid. who are languishing in 15th
place but are unbeaten at their
Jose Zorrilla stadiuun this sea-
SOIL.

Barcelona, in fourth place
sinice their formn improved dra-

matically alter a poor start 1o

lhe season. play away to nintli-
placed Oviedo. another
nnbeaten at home this season,

¥ h
FIXTURES
Saturday (2000
Malaga v Athletic Bilbao
Sunday (1600 GMT unless
stated): Valenica v Racing
Santander. Real Valladolid v
Deportivo La Cormna. Alaves v

Real Madrid. Ravo Vallecano v
Real Mallorca. Espanyol v Nu-
mancia. Celta Vigo v Las Pal-
mas. Osasuna v Villareal.
Oviedo v Barcelona (1900 GMT)

GMT):

{ealn

FA Cup preview

LONDON, Jan o
Manchester
ted boss Alex
Ferguson is ruling
out a repeat of his
team's historic
1999 treble as the Red Devils
return to the FA Cup against
Fulham this weekend after a
season's absence.

Ferguson's rampant reds
face Jean Tigana's run-away
First Division leaders on Sun-
day in the pick of the ties as FA
Cup third round action takes
the English {ootball centre-
stage.

United's last appearance in
the competition came in the
1999 final where they beat
Newcastle 2-0 just days before
clinching the treble with victory
in the European Cup in Barce-
lona.

They controversially gave the
world-famous knockout tour-
nament a miss last season
swapping the midwinter FA Cup
grind for the sunshine of Rio de
Janeiro and the inaugural FIFA
World Club Championship.

British bookmakers - many
of whom have stopped taking
bets on United to win the Pre-

054

miership - have already In-
stalled Ferguson's feam as
heavv favourites for this vear's
FA Cup.

But though United have
swept all betore them in the

Premiership this season and sit
comfortably atop of their
Champions League  second
phase group. Ferguson is ruling
out a repeat of the 1999 silver-
ware clean sweep,

"No. we won't get that.”
Ferguson said when asked of
his team's treble chance this
week.

"A lot of things went in our
favour last time. no Injuries
leading up to the final, with
only Roy Keane having a slight
ankle injury... 1 don‘t think it
will ever happen again, I'm
ruling out the treble,” Ferguson
safd.

A double could well be a
possibility though. United are
11 points clear in the league
and have won the FA Cup a
record 10 times.

Fulham go Into Sunday's
Old Trafford showdown still
reeling from the news that

skipper Chris Coleman will take

1as battled his way back into
the Real Madrid first team. Iy

no further part in their season
after shattering his right leg in

Uni-

sisted
had plaved & keyv part in himn
conceding the vital goal and to
this
reach the final. their goalkeeper
wears an already-used top

a car crash this week.

Manager Tigana, who has
coached his team into a seven-
point lead at the top of the First
Division, will also be anxious
for an improvement ‘on his
side’'s shock New: Year's Day
defeat at Stockport, _

It is going to be a formida-
ble task. We will have to be at
our very best even to stand a
chance but hopefully we can do
and stranger things have hap-
pened,” Fulhamm  goalkeeper
Maik Taylor said.

‘I don't think anything tacti-
cally can stop them - we have
just got to give it our very best
shot and hope that they have
the off day they don't seem to
be having at the moment,”
Taylor added.

One of only two all Premier-
ship clashes sees Newcastle
host last season’'s beaten final-
ists Aston Villa on Sunday. Cup
victory would rescue either side
Irom: o nedhiog e espe-
cially as it qualities the winners
tor Europe.

In  the onlvy other all-
Premiership tie. Bradford City,
strugpling in bottom place de-
spile bringing im new manager

S S501].

Jun Jefiries Irom Hearts. [ace
lellow league strugglers Mid-

dlesbrough, who sit third from
bottom

Cup holders Chelsea. having
A tough time awayv from home

m the Prenmership. entertain
second  Dwvision Peterhorough
Ulnited

This  week's third round

takes place against the back-
drop of news that this vear's
final will be held at the Millen-
nn Stadivm  in Wales with
Wembley in the process ol bemg

demolished

\nd in a curious fwist the

last time the FA Cup left Eng-
ek il
Cn

1o Cardifi
Arsenal 1-0 in

was thanks
who beat
1927

The Arsenal goalkeeper
his brand new

111
jumper

litl\l.

whenever  Arsenal

The current Highbury team

travel to Carlisle, who are prop-
ping up the rest of the League
at the baottom of the Third Divi-
sion
Arsenal
SCISIC

Anvthing other than an
win  would prove a
shock on the f{ootball

chester
Newcastle v
(1600GMT). Nottingham Forest
v Wolverhampton

Red Devils are back

Richter scale

Another !""l-.'t ¢ ol CH]) falklaore
coultd prove 1nnely lor Arsenal’s
north London rivals Tortenham.
who have won the trophy when
the vear ends in one'. five ol
their eight Cup victories taking

place in 1901. 1921, 1961.
1981 and 1991
Tottenham's 2001 Cup od-

vssevy starts with an awkward
trip to east London where they
face Third Division Levion Ori-
et

Another club to look out lor
ts Yeovil. They have been em-
barrassing league teams in the
FA Cup for the best part of 30
vears and First Diwvision Bolton
will approach their tie agamst

the Somerset clab with some
COIcern
Of one thing vou can be

sure, however. Despite the vaslt
inequalities in wealth that now
exist in English football there
will be a Cup shock somewhere.

Andv Warhol mayv not have
known much about football but
when it comes to the FA Cup all
players have a real chance to be
famous for 15 minutes” and
then some.

FA CUP THIRD ROUND
FIXTURES (1500GMT unless
stated)

Saturday: Blackburn v
Chester, Bolton \ Yeovil,
Bournemouth v Gilinghan,
Burnldey v Scunthorpe. Cardiff v
Crewe, Carlisle v Arsenal.
Charlton v Dagenham and Red-
hridge, Chelsea v Peterborough.
Derby v West Brom. Hudders-

licld v Bristol IV, . LeetS: &
Barnsley, Leicester v York,
Levion  Ortenit v Torttenhan.
Liverpool v Rotherhan. Luton v
QPR. Manchester Citv v Bir-
mingham, Morecambe v Ips-
wich. Portsmouth v Trammuere,
Preston v Stockport, Sheffield
Wednesdan Nonwvich, Sonthe
ampton v Sheflield  United,

Stntheind v Kigstonman, Sk
derland v Cpvstal Palace. Swin-
don v Caventry. Walsall v Wesl
Ham. Wattord v Everton. Wini-
bledon v Notts County, Wy-
combe v Grimsby

Fulham v Man-
(1 300GMT.
Aston Villa

Sunday:
Linited

Monday: Bradford Citv v

Middlesbrough (2000 GMT]

Battle for Milan supremacy -

5




