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Arafat's Conditional "Yes" to Clinton's Proposals

RESIDENT Clinton's "Peace

Parameters" were given to

the negotiators a couple of
days back. While these were not
divulged officially, most of the
proposals have been discussed in
some form or the other by the
media. The basic issues are sover-
eignty over East Jerusalem and
the holy sites, the right of the
Palestinian refugees to return
home to what is now Israel, and
the fate of Israeli settlers. Presi-
dent Clinton's peace proposals
reportedly include the following
elements. East Jerusalem along
with the holy sites belonging to
Muslims, Christian and parts of
Armenian quarters shall go to the
Palestinians, 100 per cent of Gaza
and 95 per cent of the West Bank
will be handed over to the Pales-
tinians, and about 40 per cent of
the Israeli settlers will be with-
drawn and resettled within Israel
proper. There was, however, no
commitment about the Palestin-
ian refugees. In other words,
Palestinian refugees will not be
allowed to return to their homes
inIsrael.

This is far from what Palestinians
are demanding and, not surpris-
ingly, the mini summit proposed
to be held in Sharm-el-Sheikh and
to be presided over by President
Hosne Mobarak was cancelled.
Unfortunately, the violence has
continued. While the death and
injury casualties were higher for
the Palestinians, life for both sides
has been in turmoil and under
greater risk. On the election
front, Barak's poll rating contin-
ued to drop. As Israeli Knesset

If the peace process is accepted keeping in view the concerns, President Clinton's proposals could become
the basis of an acceptable deal by both Palestinians and Israelis. Such an agreement would stand
a good chance to curb the present violence and set the path for the return of normalcy to
aregion that truly needs peace and harmony.

refused to dissolve itself,
Netanyahu decided to pull out of
the Prime Ministerial race. The
Israeli Knesset had earlier
authorised him to contest the
elections as an independent
candidate. Netanyahu's depar-
ture has increased the chances of
Ariel Sharon to win the election.

Under these situations there was
hardly any scope for President
Clinton's peace proposals to
succeed. However, Barak at one
stage said he would accept these
proposals as a basis for negotia-
tions if Arafat did the same. It was
not possible for Arafat to commit
anything, as the issues remained
vague and the major demand of
Palestinian refugees' right to
return home was not addressed.
Arafat asked for clarifications but
repeated transatlantic communi-
cations over telephone could not
resolve the problems. Ten days
were lost. This is crucial as Presi-
dent Clinton is set to leave the
White House on January 20 and
Barak is facing special Prime
Ministerial election on February
6, 2001, which he is expected to
lose if a good peace agreement is
not presented to the Israeli public.
However, better late than never.
Chairman Arafat had a long
telephonic conversation with
President Clinton and agreed to

go to Washington for direct talks.
These have now taken place in the
White House. Apparently some
clarifications were given which
enabled President Arafat to give a
conditional "Yes" to President
Clinton's peace proposals. Arafat
chose wisely, as otherwise he
would have been blamed for any

be lasting, however, the final
agreement should specify that the
sovereignty of Al Sharif Al Haram
be with the Palestinians and that
of Wailing Wall with the Israelis.

Arafat said "Yes" to the peace
proposal but undoubtedly there
are ambiguities that need to be
addressed.As it seems, Israel
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failure. In the meantime Barak
reversed his earlier position on
the Temple Mount and said he
would not sign away its sover-
eignty to the Palestinians. He said
the situation on the ground could
continue without any challenges.
In other words, the Palestinians
could have control over the Al-
Agsa Mosque esplanade and
Israel over the Wailing Wall with-
out imposing the word "sover-
eignty" in any peace document.
Such a stance is probably best
ascribed as political maneuvering
by Barak to ease the situation at
home where Sharon has been
battering Barak on the issue of
sovereignty. For a peace treaty to

suggested that Palestinians could
have control over the surface of
the holy sites, but they could not
excavate or dig in to the ground
as Israel wants to maintain some
kind of "sovereignty" underneath
because of the possible presence
of the First Temple. However; it's a
historical fact that the First Tem-
ple was totally destroyed by the
Romans in 70 AD; only a part of
the walls of the Second Temple
still remains which is known as
the Wailing Wall against which
the Jews pray. As it's a sentimen-
tal issue, may be there could be a
solution as suggested as there is
practically no need to excavate
the ground of the holy sites.
Indeed, the Israelis have been

digging around the holy sites and
they found a tunnel (I myself saw
the tunnel when I visited Al Sharif
al Haram) which led to riots by the
Palestinians.

The most important issue is the
recognition of Palestinian sover-
eignty over East Jerusalem
including the holy sites. If the
holy site issue is resolved in the
manner indicated above, the
problem would remain in the
demarcation of the areas within
East Jerusalem with Christian,
Armenian and Arab quarters that
should go to the Palestinians. As
the areas are very close to each
other and indeed very congested,
the execution of the plan may
cause serious problems unless
there is a clear map and under-
standing about the divisions.
Similar problems may arise with
regard to handing over of 95 per
cent of West Bank as there are
Israeli settlements around East
Jerusalem and also deep inside
Palestinian areas. If the Israelis
continue to have administrative
control over the settlements,
which means sovereignty over
these areas, the West Bank would
stand bifurcated. This may not be
acceptable to the Palestinians.
The alternative could be to allow
some settlements to remain but
under full Palestinian sover-
eignty. In such a situation most

probably most of the settlers
would ultimately return to Israel
provided they get enough finan-
cial assistance and an allocation
ofland in Israel.

The problem of Palestinian refu-
gees is however a major issue.
Under UN resolution 194, the
international community com-
mitted to their return to their
homesinIsrael. But, the return of
nearly four million Palestinians to
Israel would upset the demo-
graphic balance of Israel to which
no Israeli Government would
agree. A compromise formula
could be to agree to allow refu-
gees to return on a selective basis
such as those who still have their
near relations in Israel. For
others there should be a full UN
financial aid package involving
say US$ 50 billion. Those who
would like to return to West Bank
and Gaza should be entitled to
receive financial assistance from
the aid package. Others who
would like to remain abroad in
other Arab states should also be
entitled to some assistance which
Palestinian authority may decide
depending on the situation.

If the peace process is accepted
keeping in view the above con-
cerns, President Clinton's peace
proposals could become the basis
of an acceptable peace deal by
both Palestinians and Israelis.
Such an agreement would stand a
good chance to curb the present
violence and set the path for the
return of normalcy to a region
that truly needs peace and har-
mony.

ITH humanity entering
into a new millennium
people barging into

predicting what holds them for
future are ready to retreat into a
more pessimistic note. Many tend
to suggest that the world will
essentially remain the same and
instead of any genuine initiative
undertaken by any of the world
leaders, the political hangover
inherited from the last few years
of the passing century will con-
tinue to exert its soporific influ-
ence. If the world were to reckon
with the hangovers before it was
prepared to embark on any new
initiative, then there remains at
the moment more unassailable
hurdles than any easy alternative
solution to them. With all talks of
globalisation and the promise of
benefit people would cash in from
it, the world is more divided today
on many fronts than it was ever
united. Although one would
hesitate to buy into the doctrine
that characterises our era as the
clash of civilisations, there are
indications that we are living in a
world which is far from what
politicians and forces of
globalisation tend to suggest.
Recent events in the heart of
Europe have allowed us to ques-
tion the parameters of civilisation
vaunted by many. Events in for-
mer Yugoslavia have given rise to
an unprecedented display of
nationalistic fervour with most of
Europe now being fragmented
more than it used to be. Charac-
terised by intermittent war and
conflict, there are signs that the
unsettling wind of change will
turn this region into a zone of
instability with more adjacent to
Europe nations caught up in the
wave of new identity politics. All
this reiterates the statement
made by American scientist David
P Calleo in his book "Restarting
the Marxist clock” that " it is
tempting to say that the Soviet
Union has threatened the West
more by dying than it ever did
while living. Ironically, it is the
demise of the Soviet Union that
has encouraged the resumption

2001: The Beckoning of a Cold Peace

by Badrul Khan

If it is not cold war, it is certainly shaping into an era of cold peace. And never than before do we need a mul-
tipolar world where capital, set to liberate itself from all social and political constrains, faces a resistance and

is not allowed to impose unilaterally the logic of managing the world as a market......To the extent that any revo-

lution in this age of reluctance is beyond imagination, there is certainly a need to fight over the nature of capi-
talism by putting a counterweight to the unbriddled growth of capital. Whether Russia will stand up for such a
task remains to be seen.

of capitalism's old internecine
character."

There is no respite in other parts
of the globe either. Peace has
alluded the Middle East ever since
the two sides plunged into
extremism and resorted to an
unprecedented spell of violence
against each other. Nor is there
any hope for the future when
Israel is set to elect an ultra right
Prime Minister by the name
Sharon and the Palestinian people
on their part hardly prepared to
groan further under the agony of
aruthless Israeli occupation.
South Asia is far from being a
place of resting peace as the whole
region remains busy indoctrinat-
ing fundamentalist religious
identity. In its vicinity lurks the
possibility of a return to medieval-
ism so that any positive, far fetch-
ing wind of change for countries
like Afghanistan, Pakistan and
theregion around them remains a
distant cry. This trend highlight-
ing religious intolerance will
appear more rapidly in the com-
ing days and anti-western senti-
ment nestling in it will become
more pronounced as it stretches
its wings further South and the
East. Essentially a restless
region, South East Asia belies all
measures of political stability as it
witnesses the end of past certain-
ties, it had built throughout the
last century. Indonesia and the
Philippines are on the verge of
disintegration as chaos rather
than stability rules over, suggest-

ing that the more things change
in this world, the more they
remain the same ("Plus ca change,
plus c'est la meme chose").

In this winter of discontent there
is neither any voice positive that
is to be heard from America the
powerhouse of world economy
and politics. President elect
George Bush has appointed a cold
war warrior by the name Donald
Rumsfeld as his defence secretary
who served in the same position
from 1975 to 1977 under Gerard
Ford. Mr Rumsfeld had been
quick to outline his priorities.
Having served as a congressman
for Illinios, a representative to
NATO and a member of the
National Economic Commission,
he outlines his priorities in terms
of new defence threats. These
include the spread of weapons of
mass destruction among lesser
states such as North Korea, Iran,
Afghanistan; information war-
fare on computer systems; and
attacks on space satellites. His
vision of America being under
threat emanates from his belief
that America under Clinton had
utterly underestimated alien
threats to its security. In this
chorus, the new national security
adviser, Condoleezza Rice, who is
fluent in Russian and is an expert
in Soviet affair, joins him. Yet she
is certain to figure out in the new
administration not so much as a
promoter of the chummy relation-
ship that developed between Bill
Clinton and Boris Yeltsin but as

the precursor of a new cold war.
The two nominations are a mere
hint to what awaits next. It all
suggests that America will vigor-
ously defend the star war missile
defence system and will add more
spice to the discontent Europe
and other countries have over this
deeply divisive proposal. China
has already announced that the
proposed strategy will not work
and she will combat it with its own
system of defence.

In this context the most impor-
tant player both politically and
ideologically many believe would
be the Russians. Dogged by mis-
trust the relationship between the
two unequal partners now seems
certain to be over. Russia has
realised over and over again that
the carrot in Clinton's hand had
played more of a traditional role
of luring the cold war partner into
its political burrow than a genu-
ine and sincere concern of the
Americans for the woes Russia
had lately been passing through.
If popular culture were any mea-
sure of the mood, there is evi-
dently a feeling of dejection in the
Russian air, as people tend to turn
away from all that is American.
Recent public opinion polls spon-
sored by the US State Department
suggest that Russian people's
favourite attitude towards Amer-
ica has dropped from nearly 75
per cent in 1993 to a mere 50 per
cent or less in the first part of
2000. More trendies now are the
culture of hate, a reminiscence of

the Soviet era. The pop song Kill
the Yankees is a hit among youth
in Russia and the movie Brat II is
also a big hit that features a killer
who travels from New York to
Chicago blowing out the brains of
the Americans. All these are
symptomatic to a people who,
now being free from the free
market syndrome, realise how it
was tricked into the so-called
perestroika and then abandoned
like a whore in a post coitus limbo.
In conformity with this popular
sentiment Russian President Mr
Putin since taking office exactly a
year ago, has given all impres-
sions that he will rather block a
US campaign to build a unipolar
world than seeing off the dimin-
ishing role Russia has lately been
assigned to in international
arena. In this attempt Putin has
cultivated ties with those who
represent in American mind the
rogue states ready to hit Ameri-
can cities with missiles of mass
destruction. Apart from lobbying
European leaders to reject the
new star war adventure citing
that it will violate the 1972 Anti
Ballistic Missile Treaty, Putin has
established ties with Washing-
ton's enemies. Russia no longer
observes a 1995 accord barring
conventional arms sales to Iran,
listed by the US State Department
as a sponsor dose of state terror-
ism. Putin has met Fidel Castro of
Cuba in a rare show of solidarity,
which is sure to revive memories
of cooperation that tormented

America for along period of time.

Putin's adventure has already met
America’s resistance who has
announced an end to its support
that saw Russia receive multilat-
eral bank aid in the coming years.
This will hurt Russia in its
attempt to restructure the pay-
ment of soviet era debt worth $48
billion US dollar to the Paris club
of creditor nations. On the other
hand, America will have to take
into account the fact that Russia
still has the second largest store
of nuclear weapons in its arsenal.
Yet, I tend to view this new millen-
nium in a far brighter note. If it is
not cold war, it is certainly shap-
ing into an era of cold peace. And
never than before do we need a
multipolar world where capital,
set to liberate itself from all social
and political constrains, faces a
resistance and is not allowed to
impose unilaterally the logic of
managing the world as a market.
It is one of the ironies of the past
century, wrote Eric Hobsbawm in
The Age of Extremes, that the
most lasting results of Russian
revolution, whose object was the
global overthrow of capitalism,
"was to save its antagonist both in
war and in peace by providing
incentives to reform itself after
the second world war, and by
establishing the popularity of
economic planning." To the
extent that any revolution in this
age of reluctance is beyond imagi-
nation, there is certainly a need to
fight over the nature of capitalism
by putting a counterweight to the
unbriddled growth of -capital.
Whether Russia will stand up for
such a task remains to be seen.
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Waiting for
judgement

Sir, It is tragic for our nation
that we still have not received a
final verdict in the
Bangabandhu murder trial.
Over the last 25 years, the
nation has demanded the trial
of the killers of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The
judges were also aware of this;
they also have a responsibility
to the nation's demand. Our
judicial organ is independent as
per the Constitution. Recently a
split judgement was delivered
by two judges. We have been
informed of various incidents
such as the tape scandal, the
granting of midnight bail etc.
We believe the executive branch
of the state will execute the
death penalty on the 10 crimi-
nals convicted to be the killers
of Bangabandhu, provided the
accused do not proceed further
with appeals and we also expect
that conflicting judgements
regarding the other five
accused will be resolved
through separate hearings and
different judge(s).

Finally, we believe that the
court will give a prompt deci-
sion in this regard to make
people feel that there is rule of
law in the country.

Md Sirajul Haque
Dhaka

Passion and

performance

Sir, People belong to two broad
categories; one generally ruled
by the heart; and the other ruled
by the head in day to day affairs.
In politics it is a mixed affair,
contaminated with half truth.
This is more so in the emerging
nations.

The recent close US presidential

election fight revealed the
nature of the Americans. It was a
tough mental test for the voters
and the candidates. The fighting
spirit was there, and ultimately
the loser gave in gracefully. All's
well that ends well; but this issue
left a bad taste in the mouth.

But not in turbulent Dhaka,
ruled by political passions and
hyper-patriotic spirit. A sec-
tion of the political workers
are after the judiciary, and one
of the parties to a case is try-
ing to dictate judgement from
outside through devious
means, including display of
violence and lawlessness. The
Chief Justice has commented
publicly, in an adverse manner.

All is not well in Sonar Bangla, as
the lust for gold is enormous. We
are short of silver linings. Most
of our leaders are susceptible to
plain thinking and high living.

Our leaders have a role to mould
the society; but it is being done
by setting the wrong examples.

AZ
Dhaka

Integrity? Or the

lack of it?

Sir, While reading The Mother
in Manville, a short story by
M.R Rawlings from the text-
book of H.S.C English, I came
across the word "integrity". The
writer defined this word with a
different touch. She regarded
integrity as "something that is
more than honesty'. To her
someone who works relent-
lessly without aspiring to be
rewarded, someone who is
devoted and determined in
his/her work, possesses this
rare quality. These kind of
people are guided by the purity
of heart, by the serenity of
mind. They are willing to sacri-
fice their vigour only for love,

not just any other love but love
that is divine, that is respected.
Their tranquillity lies in servi-
tude; their savoury, in content-
ment.

Bangladesh needs people with
integrity. We want leaders who
disdain egoism, who are not
censorious, who refrain them-
selves from all kinds of profu-
sion, whose glowing ardour
will wake our sleeping spirits,
who will neither bent nor crack
in the hardest of situations.
Like the writer, I would also like
to express these qualities in a
single word-- integrity. Clearly,
our leaders are not of this sort.
It is futile to expect anything
from them unless they change
their (inherited!) habits.

Muksitul Islam
IBA, Dhaka

Over-bridges, please

Sir, I would like to express my
gratitude to the City Corpora-
tion for constructing a number
of over-bridges in the city. They
have done a good job, indeed.

However, I feel more over-
bridges should be constructed,
particularly at Banglamotor,
Mogbazaar and Kakrail areas.
At these road crossings, pedes-
trians have to stand for a long
time to cross the roads and the
entire area gives a chaotic look.
Moreover they cross the road
with great risk. Mothers,
school-going children as well as
the old and the disabled suffer
most. If over-bridges are con-
structed at these areas, it will
minimize the sufferings of the
people and put an end to this
chaos.

Anika Mariam Ahmed
6, Mymensingh Road,
Banglamotor, Dhaka-1000

The shape of the new
moon

Sir, Everyone has, at least once
in his/her life, seen the new
moon. It indicates the arrival of
a new month. We have had this
opportunity recently on the eve
of Eid. However, it is very sad
that all television channels as
well as all print media show the

new moon as being "curved to
the left". But I want to draw the
attention to the fact that actu-
ally the new moon is "curved to
the right"; i.e. convex to the
right. The shape that we get to
see is the moon at the end of a
month which is convex to the
left. I find it very surprising
that no one has come forward to
correct this mistake. People
from science background
should have noticed it much
earlier.

Kazi Parvez Fattah Civil Dept,
BUET

UN sanctions
and Iraq

Sir, UN sanctions was imposed
on Iraq since its invasion of
Kuwait in 1990. Since then
Iraq's repeated appeal for with-
drawing of unjust and unethical
sanctions has been ignored by
the UN Security Council show-
ing different vague reasons. It
is no doubt that Saddam
Hussein himself is responsible
for inviting this calamity for his
people. And he has already paid
much price for his blunder. But,
why the innocent Iraqi people
will be the victims of such
unwanted sanctions for an
indefinite period? Millions of
Iraqi children are dying for
want of necessary food and
medicine. Where is the world
conscience? Isn't it violation of
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Among the five permanent
members of the UN America and
Great Britain are against of
lifting sanctions from Iraq.
Other members seem (uite
lenient regarding the matter.
The recent arrival of good will
and humanitarian missions by
air from France, Russia and
Chinais a clear gesture of that.

It is high time to ponder over
the matter by the world body
especially by members of the
OIC and do something concrete
to save the Iraqi people from
their sufferings.

M H Bari
Bionic Fish Processing Ltd
Khulna

Fatwa, HC Verdict and
Recalcitrant Clerics

A.H. Jaffor Ullah

On the first day of the year
2001we just read the news
emanating from Dhaka that
Bangladesh's High Court had
finally given its verdict on
legality of Fatwa, the religious
edict, in the impoverished
nation of 125 million people.
Two judges declared that
Fatwa is illegal in Bangladesh.
This news was welcomed by
most of the sensible people
because for too long the reli-
gious edict is used as a tool
against women in Bangladesh.
Therefore, civil rights groups
and other organizations who
are helping the women have
welcomed the judges' decision.
But we knew then that some
Mullahs will strike back. Well,
just that happened sooner than
we thought!

A BBC report came recently in
which the headline read "Is-
lamic Group Attacks Fatwa
Ruling." In that report it was
mentioned that an extremist
Islamic group in Bangladesh
has denounced two High Court
Judges as apostates for deliver-
ing the landmark decision
against the use of Fatwa.
According to the BBC report,
one Mullah by the name Fazlul
Huq Amini representing the
Islamic Unity Alliance had
already threatened to launch a
nationwide campaign against
the landmark verdict handed
down on Monday (January 1).
This verdict had outlawed any
such Fatwa in the nation. Most
of the freedom loving people in
Bangladesh who value per-
sonal freedom heaved a sigh of
relief hearing the High Court
decision.

In rural Bangladesh Mullahs
particularly think they have
monopoly over the settlement
of marriage and divorce.
Fatwa is the weapon they won't
give up so easily. They will
fight tooth and nail to hold
onto the power of delivering
Fatwa. This makes them all too
powerful in rural society where
the tentacles of law quite do not
reach the common folks.

The government should take
precautionary measurers to
thwart the evil design of such
extremists. We hope Bangla-
desh's political parties will
show solidarity to back up the
decision. After a long time we
are just beginning to witness
the social reform in our impov-
erished motherland. The High
Court Judges have shown
enough courage to outlaw
Fatwa. Now some extremist
Mullahs want to get even with
the Judges and that is the
reason the call for apostasy just
came because they know that
their power would be curtailed
by the enactment of the new
law. More than anything, the
Judges now need protection.
The government should imme-
diately arrest Fazlul Huq Amini
and his ilk for his offensive way
of challenging the court deci-
sion. Rather than calling the
Judges Murtaad (apostate)
they could have challenged the
Judges' verdict in a lawful way.
The big task for the govern-
ment would be to show such
recalcitrant clerics that Ban-
gladesh is not a lawless nation
as perceived by them and no
one is above the law.
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