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Conchita fails
to measure up

GOLD  COAST.  Austrabia
Jan 4 American  Meghann
Shaughnessy dumped top sed

and former Winbledon chanm- |

pion Conchita Martinez out ol
the Australian women's haad
conurt tennis chanponship here
Thursdav. reports AR

Ranked .'&n 5% o the world,
Martinez lost her qunrtrrﬂ.nnl lo
the American sixtli=seed. G-2. G-
| "Ta tell vou the rmruth |
thought 1 plni'trd petter than my
liest  mateh  (a three-seter
aoainst Talian Guilia Casoni),”
Martinez sald.

‘It doesn't phve e enough
matches but wavbe that's o
sign that 'm going 1o do better
i Svdney and Melboune ™

The 27-vear-old  Spaniard
struggled tor rhvihm wm only her
second match of the year and
firs!  against  the  21.vear-old
maii!l No.38. who was 1996
bioowhr Open qunior  singles
Hiwthise

Shaughnessy was excited
alter clabming her first top-hv
scalp.

Tt is really just good to Ko
thiat von can beaat ”H‘lll.'.\h-
sl

“I think the hrst is alwavs
the tonghest and now that |
have done it 1 know that 1 will
heat a few more top 10 plavers
this vear.”

Martinez's loss opened the
wnv tor Switzerland's  second
seced Patty Schnvder, who swept
astde German Andrea Glass 6-1
6-3 in 49 minutes. to set up a
semi-final with unseeded ltalian
Silvin Farina Elia

Coleman blow
for Fulham

LONDON. Jan 4: En lish
First Diviston leaders Fulham
suffered a blow Wednesday

after it was was confirmed their
Welsh international Chiris
Coleman will the miss the resl
of the season after being in-
jured in a car crash. reports
AFP.

Coleman. who joined Ful-

ham for 2.1 million pounds (3.1
million dollars) from Blackburn

Rovers in  November 1997,
shattered his right leg in three
places after  the crash late
Tuesday

No other vehiucles were -
volvedd i the accident, which
ocenrred when Coleman lost

coutrol of his Jaguar car in
slippery conditions.

Coleman. who has helped
Jean Tigana's team move sevell
points clear at the top of the
First Division and who was due
to face Manchester United in
the FA Cup third round on
Sunday. was taken to hospital
where he underwent emergency
surgery.

A statement released by
Fulham late Wednesday con-
firmed the 30-vear-old defender
would miss the rest of the sea-
son after breaking his right leg
in three places.

“Chris was travelling home
and lost control of his vehicle
due to the slippery conditions
caused bv recent heavy rains
and snow in his area.” said the
statement.

"The accident happened al
approximately 9pm last night
(2100 GMT Tuesday) and it was
not until 10.30pm that Chns
was freed from the wreckage ol
his car by the emergency sen -
ices. An operalion was carricd
out soon after nudnight.”

Fulham managing directo:
Fiddy revealed the full extent ol
Coleman's injuries but insisted
he should make a full recovery

“We have been informed that
Chris has sustained a fracture
of the right tibia and fibula and
a fracture of the right ankle. for
which he received surgery last
night to realign and repair.

"He received no other inju-
ries and his general condition is
gooxl. It is confirmed. however.
that e will certainly miss the
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WELLINGTON. Jun
4: New Zealond
ciled  their  sixe-
neiteh losing streak
i one-day cricket
with an emphatic

victory over Zhn-

elohit-wicket
babwe here on Thursday. re-
ports AFP.

Their win, based on a much-
improved bowling effort and a
record opening stand of 153

between  Nathan  Astle  and
Mathew Sinclair. levelled the
three-match  series  at one

apiece, setting the stage for an
intriguing final at Eden Park In
Auckland on Sundav.

While Zimbabwe were clini-
cal in their 70-run defeat of
New Zealand at Taupo on Tues-
day. the home side were equally
etficient here as  they over-
hauled the target ol 236 for the
loss of just two wickets and
with 28 balls to spare

Astle and Sinclair's partner-
ship set the platform for the
rutl chase betore the finishing
touches were applied by a
quieklire 48 off 33 balls by
panch-hitter Scott Styris.

All-rounder Styvris hit  four
fours and two sixes and scored
all but eight runs of the 56-run

partnership for the second
wicket.
Styris was bowled by leg-

spinner Brian Murphy off thie
last ball of his 10-over alloca-
tion. Murphy was the pick of
the tourists’ bowlers, taking one
for 38 |

Content earlier to take a
back seat as Sinclair scored his
nieuden one-day hall century,
Astle also played a secondary
role as the ran-rate was re-
duced to manageable propor-
tions.

Even so, Astle scored an un-
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beaten 89, his 25th half cen-
tury i 123 one-day matches.

New  Zealand coach  David
Irist praised an hnproved over-
all effort Irom his side, particn-
larly the bowling and the stand
of Astle and Sinclair

"Everyone stepped up to the
plate, bowled tidilv and used
the conditions well "

He agreed there were still
improvements needed at the tail
of the innings in the field where
23 runs were conceded off the
last two overs

However, the partnership
between Astle and Sinclair ren-
dered that lapse irrelevant, with
Trist describing It as crocial.

“It was the first time weve
been able 1o get through the
‘assessment pliase  lor  some
time.”

He admitted the openers had
been too bold in the past, when
they should have taken time to
play themselves in.

"That's vital and Mathew did
it well. Nathan coming ofl that
illness batted superbly as well.”

Styris' cameo also came in
for praise.

"He showed if he sticks to

uality cricket shots he is a
:‘lmaf to all international
sides.” he said.

Trist decided to promote Siy-
ris to elevate the run rate.

"We'd only lost one wickel
and we see Styris as a shaker.
someone that can hit bounda-
ries. We needed boundaries to
take the game away from Zim-
babwe.”

Zimbabwean captain Heath
Streak was left to lament the
two dropped catches but  acl-
mitted the target was about 30
runs short  despite  Alistair
Campbell's grand centuary.

NZ back to winning ways

"We lost in three  depart.
ments of the game,” he said.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the second
one-day International between
New Zealand and Zimbabwe on
Thursday:

ZIMBABWE
Madondo ¢ Twose b Franklin 4
Campbell ¢ Fleming b Styris 111
Carlisle b Harrls 32
A Flower ¢ and b Astle 16
Marilier lbw b MeMillan |
Whittall ¢ Astie b McMillan 0
Rennde not ot 10
Streak ¢ Walker b Franklin | 7

Extras: (lb-4, w-11 D

Total: (For 7 wkis In 50 overs) 246

Fall of wickets: 1-27, 2-118,
3-139, 4-142. 5-142. 6-194. 7-
2430

Bowler O M R w
Franklin 10 0O 46 2
Styris 1 0) 0 49

Oran 4 0O 17 ()
Harris 8 0 45 ]
Walker v’ 0 14 0
Astle 8 0 30 |
McMillan o I vadt) 2
NEW ZEALAND

Astle nol onl KO
Sty ro HD
Sivrs b Murpln 18
Flemung not onld M
Extras b 1. -1 w-1, nb-1) [

Tolal: (For 2 whis in 45.2 overs) 247

Fall of wickets: 1-153, 2-209

Bowler O M R w
Streak s 0 34 ()
B Strang 9 1 48 0
Mackay 8 0 56 ()
Whittall 10 0 DL 0O
Murphy 10 0O 38 |
Marillier 0.2 () 4 0

Result: New Zealand won

by 8 wickets and level the
three-match series 1-1.

Last match: Eden Park,
January 7.

Sport
Vasco president |

ICC armed to fight chucking

LONDON, Jan 4 (In-
lernet report): Cric-

has annonnced de-
tails ol a new three-
Stace process lor de-

aling with bowlers reported as
havi <ispecr bowling actions
in idormanonal encket

e creehey conminee of the
ltermational  Crnickhet  Council
e, ander the chatrmianship
of Sunil Gavaskar, has devel-
oped the new process to over-
come  problems  experienced
with the former systemn in the
last vear

There was controversy
worldwide. when the [CC ap-
peared powerless to deal with
allegations ol throwing levelled
at Pakistani speedster Shoaib
Akhtar and Australia’s.  Bretl
Loe Zimbahwe's part-tine
spinner Grant Flower was also
called for thucking agamst New
Zealand i September.

The new process will inclade
ti national boards in decision
iaking, as before. but dd a
nal solation - a Bowling Re-

hvt's governing body

view | consistinig several

a1 1l nec-

ll"IIII
fronres whio o
csSsany Db o plaver from mter-
Hational ernicker lar 12 months
"We  have  constnlted  with
many former fest plavers and
captains in developing the new

st*piiraj

vasress il believe it repire-
crt> o Ldr but etlective saolu-
Lo o e |r|irhh‘|ll , said o

crickel operations
Clive Hitchcook

“This is a sensitive area and
we have put forward a svstem
that offers help and assistance
to bowlers suspected of having
problems with their actions
The three stages pgive ample
opportunity for a plaver to over-
come these and demonstrate
conclusively that lhis action is
entirely legal.’

”il!l]t!'.u‘il

The hirst stage of the process
has been clarilied, asking
imatchy  referees "to make a
statement to the media con-
lirming that a suspect action
has been reported. In the past
an air ol mystery has often sur-
rounded citing.

The issue will then be
passed on to the home boards
howling advisors to work with
the player to correct his action
During this period the bowles

will be allowed to continue
plaving.
If the plaver is reported

agam within 12 months of the
hrst report the 1CC will appoint
one of its own advisors to work
directly with the plaver on his
action. with the bowler still
allowed to compete. This systen
would therefore prevent a
sitnation arising as with Shoaib
in December 1999, when a ban
was put in place following ini-
tial video evidence

However., a third report
within 12 months will acnuvaie
the ICC's Bowling Review

Group. which will meet with the
bowler and then vote (o deter-

“mine-f-he has an illegal action

If & majority is passed to this
cllect the bowler will be banned
from bowling in international
cricket for 12 months from the
(late of the hearing.

10s finally recharged

DOHA. Jan 4
Marcelo Rios. the
lormer world nu-
mber one who is
) attempting to re-
oain some of his
glory than a week after
geting  married. reached his
first quarterfinal for six months
at the Qatar Open Wednesday.
reports AFP.
Rios. who is using the | mil-

e —-—
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lion-dollar event as a 1ini-
honevimoon with his 17-vear-
old architecture student bride

Juliana. may well end the week

successful in both love and
money  after overwhelming
Gianlaca Pozzi 6-2.6-2

Pozzi. who had knocked out
detending  champion  Fabrice
Samtoro i the first round. was
always  siraggling contain
Rios" luent ground strokes on
his wav 1o a straeh
feal

Rios' returns were particu-
larly severe, lorcing Pozzi into a
sequence of first service faults
and into the occasional foot
fault as he strained to keep his
deliveries out of trouble.

li>

st'ts le-

Rios next plays the improv-

ing 23-year-old Spaniard
Fernando Vicente, who over-
canie the third-seeded Dutch

nwnber one Sjeng Schalken 6-
1.5-7.6-1

He was the fourth seed to
bite the desert dust, Santoro of
France, Younes El Aynaoui of
Morocco. and Gaston Guadio of
Argentina falling earlier in the
week

Another who reached the
quarter-finals was one of the
local heroes, Hicham Arazi. The
sixth-seeded Moroccan beat

facing legal
action

K10 DE JANEIRO, Jan 4: Rio
dle Janeiro state governor Ay
thony Garotinho sald Wednes.
oy e would be Suing Vasco
D Gama  president  urico
Mitanda for hils commenits afteg
Satnrdav's Brazilian champion-
ship tinal, reports AP

Vasco Da Gama's second leg
match against 5ao Caetano at
the Sao Januario stadium was
halted  and  then  eventually
abandoned by releree Roberto
Godor on the orders of Ga-
rotinho aller 23 minutes witl
the score at 0-0,

The welded points that held
the fence had worn  away
cansing sections of it to fall,
injuring 109 spectators

According to television foot-
age amd numerous wilnesses,
Miranda then demanded police
clear the pitch so the winners’
trophy could be awarded to his
Ltean,

Miranda had reportedly sald:
"The Governor Is an incompe-
tent idiot. I consider we are the
champions.”

Carotinho made his decision
o sue atter reading Miranda's
comments In a Sao  Paulo
newspaper that he did not re-
pret what he had said

Van der Sar

not worried
by Carini

TURIN, ltaly, Jan 4: Juven-
tus and Holland pgoalkeeper
Edwin van der Sar insisted on
Wednesday he remained the
Italian outfit's first-choice cus-
toclian  despite the arrival ol
Urngnayan Fablan Carinl at the
Stadio Delle Alpi. reports AFP.

The 30-year-old van der Sar.
capped over 50 times, did not
cndear himself to the Juventus

lans before Christmas with a
SUries of howlers bt the
Ihuchman insists coach Carlo

Ancelotti has assured him that
his place in the starting line-up
IS secure,

"I am the starting goalkeeper
at Juventus - Ancelotti told me
s0.” said van der Sar on the day
that Carini. who has joined the
Turin club from Montevideo
ontlit Danubio. trained for the
first time with his new team
mates

"Besides | do nor need the
arrivill of a new poualkeeper
even one as good as Carnn -
motivate me."” he added

Carini, 21. arrived
with a big reputation

He shone as a | 9-vear-old
his countrv's run to the Copa
America Final m Paraguay
where they lost to Brazil

He remains Daniel Pas-
sarella's first choice between
the sticks for the Uruguayan
national side and is being
hailed as that countrv's besl
goalkeeper since Ladislao Ma-
zurkiewicz. who filled that role
inn the 1960s and 1970s.

'l am happy to be here and
very moved. | can see now thal
everything 1 have been told is
true.” Carini said

in Turin

The Animal’
interests
Corinthians

SAO PAULO. Jan 4 -
mundo The Animal is in talks
with Corinthians ol Sao Paulo

alter being suspended by San-
"L'l"'lx Tt‘|l:-[l{1!
reports AFP
controversial

Brazilian international com
plained his wages at  Santos
had arrived late. bringing about

|.t-l
Wednesdan
HH'
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I omner world non-
thier ST Mo a
Kiles swepl thie
o ooantedl States i
S unrdav's fied ol
the Hopmme C ap tennis tonrs

dient win n she defeated Bel-
ditnn ' s Khin Cljsters in a crucial
tiee hiere on Tharsday  night,
re s AIFP

Showing no il effects after a
sccurite breach at conrtside the
srevions  nlght, Seles won a
Hgh-powered women's singles
tussle with the Belglan 1 7-year-
old m stralght sets, 7-6. 6-0

Fhe Hhitted States needed 1o
wilnt oulv one rubber  againsi
Bolgimm o reach the final after

beatmg the Slovak Republic 3-0
and Kussia 2o earlier in thie
et das . romnd-rabin contest

Felgnun had o defear the
'S 00 1o miake the last two in
thie o4, 000-dollar tourmamend
beoanse they b won only one
al thiely previons Hes

The outcome of the men's
singles between American Jan-
Michael Gambill and Belgium's
Olivier Rochus and the mixed
doubles. both following Thurs-
day night, would have no bear-
ing on the US's progress

in the final. the Americans
will clash with the winners of
Friday's meeting between top
seeds and favorites Switzerland
(Martina Hingis and Roger Fed-

American Monica Seles makes a backhand return against

Belmmum's Kim Clisters
encounter }'{-‘:-;tw'ti.'n'_

during

their Hopman Cup

—AFP photo

i

Seles takes US into final

rer) and reigning champions

South Africa (Wayne Ferrelra

'

i Amanda Coelzer).
Seles said efther team wonld

provide tough opposition in the
final.

“The Swiss are playing aw-

fully well and to my mind are

the

favorites, but youn never

know.” she said,

champlons

South Africa. as defending
are terrific plavers

and it will be a great match
Friday.”

In  Wednesday's security

breach. Seles was startled when
a male spectator in his thirties
broke through a security cor-
don to reach Seles at courtside
and tap her on the shoulder.

Witnesses sald Seles looked
briefly shocked bul soon be-
came composed and signed her
antograph for the intruder. She
dicd not make any official com-
plaint about the incident. or-
panisers said.

Seles was stabbed by a de-
ranged spectator at a tourna-
ment in Hamburg nearly eight
vears ago and was out of tennis
for two vears.

In her singles clash with
Clijsters. Seles. now ranked
fourth in the world, had to pro-
duce her best to overcome the
|9th-ranked teenager with the
big future.

Trailing 4-5 in the opening
set Seles saved four set points
in the 10th game before taking
it on a tiebreaker.

Buoved by that she romped
through the second set with
some marvellous shots reniiis-
cent of her power tennis of the
early 90s

Seles said she had a high re-
gard for Clijsters

"She is terrific. She is a very
aggressive plaver. she hits the
ball with so much pace. It felt
like when | hit against the guys
— the pace was that fast. For
only 17 vears old. she is going
to be a champion.”

She was not completely
happy with her own form. how-
cvVer

"Sometimes |1 played really
well and sometimes [ played
reallv badly.” she said. "It was a
verv see-saw maitch. In the sec-
ond set the score was 6-0. but
it could have gone either way. |
am just happy we are in the
final.”

Byron joins exit crew

MADRAS, Jan 4
Zunbabwe’'s Byrog
ek bhecoame the
vd 1o he
£ sent crasiumg ont
of 1 A00) (MXN)-
dollor Indian Open Wednesday
losinge e straight sets to French
qualihicr Cyril Sanlnier. reports
AETD
Sandnier. a 25-vear-old from
Marseille. dumped out the 1999
champion 6-3. 6-4 in an h

lLilexsd -

MR

and 12 minuies 1o enter the
last eight

HHlack s exat followed the first
ronmnd departuares ol Swedish
lop-seed Magnus Norman and
Argentinian second seed Franco
Squillari on Tuesday

[Larlier Wednesday thi
Czech Republic's Michal Tabara
fook just over an hour to set up

a quarterfinal clash with the top
seeded plaver lett i the draw

France's third seed and world
No. 16, Cedric Pioline

Tabara. who beat Russia's
Yeveeny Kafelnikov in the first
round here last vear. had no
problem getting past the Neth

erlands s Ldwin kempes 6-4. 6-
)
Black w

as dumped out by

Vairelles loaned

Sattthin ' i Series ol un-
101 ¢ Iromn Zinnbalb
Wil

1 ha | it Shart and was
IV STl 1 ] il | | S
Black said Fhen  suddendy
1hie whieels camee ol vril real
ised thar and started plavin
reallyv well. He served well .
E ecially towarcds thi 4"|n[ 0ol 1A

111t 1051 i

adiciint ger 100 1man Iirst serves
11) \11cl then ifier | el broken
i that tirst set. | was onlv try-

ing to get mv rhyvthm back

Black had two aces to Saul-
niers 10 and a mere 16 per
ent ol points won on Saulniers

ILIFST SEerve

\ happyv Saulnier said it was

the bigpest win and the best
restult ol his career

| was a little slow in the be-
ginning and Byron plaved the
first few games well, then |
don't know what happened to
him.” said Saulnier. stating that
his aggression had made the
difference

| served well and had it in
mind that | came here to wan
the tournament. ['ve got to the
quarter-final. | think | can beal
ALIVOT

Pioline o0l ast Haiti's
iKomald Agenor in Ins second
hree-set match in two davs 4-

Pioline looked tell-

I5-.% "‘I-'j

but could not convert, but from
the beginning ol the second sel
| knew | was in control.”

S>aulmer will meet Spanish
Tommy Robredo. who
moved into the round of eight
with a 4-6. 6-1. 6-2 win over
lellow Spaniard and roommate
David Sanchez

Monica gets
wildcard

LECL i PET

SYDNEY., Jan 4 Former
world No.l Monica Seles has
been given a wildcard for next
week's Svdney International

meaning six of the
world top 10 will play
ney. reports AFP

Seles, the world No.4. is in
Perth. representing the United
States in the Hopman Cup

World No.l Martina Hingis
headlines the women's field
which includes No.2 Lindsay
Davenport No.5 Conchita
Martinez. No.6 Serena Willlams
and No 8 Anna Kournikova

wWolien's
in Svd-

France's Amelie Mauresmo
will be back to defend her title

Organisers have granted
Serena and Venus Wilhams a

wildcard to play doubles, al-
though Venus, the world No.S3.

will not play singles under an
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