No Diego
for Bilardo?

BUENOS AIRES, Jan 3: Di-
cgo Maradonas manager ves-
terday poured cold water on
former national coach Carlos
Bilardo's hopes that the player
would join his 2003 presidential
campaign, reports Reuters.

Bilardo, launching his Unity
Party on Monday, saild he
wanted the fmmensely popular
Maradona - who captained
Argentina to victory in the 1986
World Cup - to join his new
political team because of his
way with people.

"At the moment (Maradona)
needs to remain linked to the
soccer world.” Maradona’s
manager Gulillermo Coppola
told Radio Mitre. "He is a critic
of politics not a political
playver... We will see what the
future brings.”

Maradona currently man-
ages struggling Argentine first
division side Alamagro but
spent much of last year in Cuba
being treated for a life-
threatening heart condition
related to alcohol and drug
abuse.

Denilson back
in Spain

MADRID, Jan 3: One-time
world's most expensive player
Denilson returned to Spanish
club Real Betis Tuesday alter
completing a loan spell with
Brazilian giants Flamengo, re-
ports AFP

The Brazilian international.
who moved from Sao Paulo to
Betis for 28.2 million dollars al
the start of the 1998/99 sea-
son, told journalists at Madrid
airport: "I am here to help the
team. win trophies and to have
as few problems as possible.

I'm in a calm mood al-
though | know the problems an
international plaver can have in
Second Division football.”

The 23-year-old was loaned
out by Betis, relegated last sea-
somn, to Flamengo last July alter
he scored just five goals in his
Iwo seasons there.

He was targeted by sections
of Betis fans who believed he
was not working hard enough
despite having one of the high-
est salaries in the league

Denilson said he was deter-
mined to help Betis back into
the top flight. "I hope to be bet-
ter than before I left and help
the teamm return to the First
Division,” he said

D1 Canio not
going to
Lazio

LONDON. Jan 3: Paolo Di
Canio’s agent insisted Tuesday
that the West Hamn striker has
no intention of leaving Upton
Park despite persistent reports
lillklhg hitg  withh  a |, possible
return fo Lazio, reports AFP.

Lazio assistant boss Roberto
Mancini confirmed last week
that Di Canio was the Serie A
club’s second-choice target
behind Barcelona's Marc Over-
mars when the Italian transfier
window opened Tuesday

Di Canio was also reported
to have admitted that returning
to Lazio, where he played for
four vears between 1985 and
1989, would be “like a beautiful
madness’

However, West Ham boss
Harry Redknapp said the con-
troversial 32Z-year-old striker
was going nowhere despite the
interest trom England coach-
elect Sven Goran Eriksson.
'There's no chance of him
moving at all.,” Redknapp said

DI Canio's agent, Matteo
Roggi confirmed that no contact
withh himm had been made by
Lazio, although the Serie A club
apparently did make an unsuc-
cessful move for the striker
back in September

Roggi told the Press Assoca-
tion: "There are just rumours
going around and those are noil

useful for Paolo and for his
club

"He has a contract at West
Ham until 2003 and he is ven
happy to stay there. | don'
think that he wants to move
E'HI"'."'I.‘.'!]"!"' \"f‘-"

Karembeu,
Desailly on

PSG’s mind

PARIS. Jan 3: French giants
Paris Saint Germain are plan
ning a. raid on the English Pre
miership for World Cup winners
Marcel Desailly and Christian
Karembeu. a radio network
reported here Tuesday. reports
AFP

The Sport O'FM station said
P5G boss Luis Fernandez had
made Chelsea star Desailly and
Middlesbrough's Karembeu his
chiel targets as part of a re-
building programime

Quoting sources close to the
club. the report said Fernandez
wanied to revive PSG's lagging
lortunes by bringing in experi-
enced plavers - with Desailly
and Karembeu fitting the bill
perfectly

Spanish Cup

valuable

wlien
ountside

Yokohama vesterday. -

YOKOHAMA. Ja-
pan, Jan 3: The
2002 World Cup
co-hosts Japan
and South Korea
joined forces
Wednesday 1o hold out fora 1-1
draw against a World All-stars
teamn at the Yokohama Sta-
dium. reports AFP

Rorea's 1998 K-League nost
plaver Ko Jong-5Su
scored for the World Cup hosts
his free Kick from just
of the area hit a de-
fender and then landed in the
net in the 17th minute

But second-hall All-stars
substitute Robert Prosineckic of
Croatia fired home an equalizer
in the 72nd minute with a siz-
zling goal from outside the area

It was a match we should
have won. said one of the host
nations' coaches. former Ar-
oentinian star Osvaldo Ardiles.
: We had more chances to
score. At hall time, | told my
players to score the second
But in the end, Prosi-
s fantastic goal made it
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All-stars share honours

Korean coach Cho Kwang-
Rae added: "I'lm very glad that
we. Korea and Japan. devel-
oped a very good harmony in
such a historical match. | be-
lieve this success gives us a lot

of conlidence for the 2002
World Cuap hinals
The game was one of the

events held in the lead-up to
the 2002 World Cup linals, the
final of which will be held at the
sanie stadium

e Japanese plavers
lormied a tight delence with
Yutaka Akita. Naoki Matsuda

and Koji Nakata blunting any
world team attacks.

All-stars goalkeeper, Para-
guaval Jose Luis Chilavert.
more lamous worldwide than

his country’'s president, repeat-
edly thrilled the sell-ont crowd
ol 46,740 spectators with saves
to kKeep his side in the game

Hut the Japanese-Korean
jount team made a series ol
scoring chances

In the ninth minute. Choi
YOong-Sooin, last year's K-
League most valuable plaver

was set free just in lront of poal

South Korean Kim Do Hoon (R) of the Japan/Korea All Stars team aboul to take a fall while
World All Stars’ Georgian Kakha Kaladeze goes for the ball during their exhibition match at

~AFP photo

only 1o see his shot career uver
the bhar

One minute later Choi again
missed the spot alter latching
onto a Yutaka AKita pass in
front ol goal.

But it was a foul on the Ko-
rean which allowed Ko to hit his
goal-scoring free Kick in the
L 71th minute

The All-stars had chances to
equalize in the first hall. both
from Chilavert, who is [amed for
combining his goalkeeping du-
ties with a penchant for taking
iree Kicks.,

Jut s shot from a 30th
minute free Kick hit a defender
and once 13 minutes later went
just wide

Paraguay's Nelson ikalacl
Cuevas also shot just wide in
the 43rd minute tollowing work
by Jorge Bolano ol Colombia
and Nigeria's Tijjiani Baban-
el

In the 66th minute Masashi
Nakavama. Japan's only scorer
in the World Cup finals, was set
iree in front of the goal mouth -

only to see his header nar-
rowly miss the target.

OSLO. Jan 3 (Reu-
ters/Internet):
Norway's Football

Association barr-
ed three English
Premier League

plavers,
United
Solskjaer
tean
refused to sign a sponsorship
accord

way
Manchester

including Manchester
siriker Ole Gunnar
irom the national

on Tuesday after thevy

If the decision stands. Nor-
will be without Solskjaer,
United defender
Ronnv Johnsen and Tottenhan
Hotspur midfielder Steften

[versen for their next World

Cup qualifier against Poland in

March.
"We are both surprised and

disappointed that some of the

plavers won't be with us in fu-
ture Football Association
president Per Ravn Omdal said
after the trio refused a lour-year
deal aimed at raising cash for
soccer in Norway

Ramdal said tlie assoclation
had told all players last month
that onlv those who signed by
thie end of 2000 would be *'_"lj_{l'
ble lor the national teani. Rani-
dal said Liowever that the
plavers could still change their
minds and sign

He told a
that two other players --

conference
strik-

11CW'S

Norway ban top names

ers Tore Andre Fla ol Glasgow
Rangers and Eirik Bakke of
Leeds had not vel said
whether they would sign or not.
The five are among the highest
paid of Norway's soccer plavers

lversen said he hoped o
reach an accord and said the
association were making a mis-
guided attempt to put pressure
on the plavers. "It's very in-
portant 1or

me to plav for the

OLE GUNNER SOLSKJAER

vatioval teanin” he 'said

Ihe new sponsorship deal
runs lor tour vears from Janu-
ary 1 'he Norwegian  daily
Dagbladet said it was worth

100 million Norwegian crowns
(45.37 wmillion dollars) for the
association. with plavers keep-
ing 15 million of the total
Under the deal, each player
i1s obliged to work for two ol the
|2 team sponsors for one day

A &

each vear until 2004. Sponsors

in the past have included an
airline and a supermarket,
Omdal said that the deal

benefitted the players and the
Football Association. wich uses
the cash for improving the
game in Norway and developing
other plavers.

But players including
Solskjaer have said in the past
that they should have more say

over the use of their names in
advertising.
National team coachh Nils

Johan Semb said he hoped th
three would reach a deal with
the association. "I hope tliis
doesn't stand.” he said

Norway trail Poland. Belarus
and UKraine in Luropean group

five i qualilving lor the 2002
World Cup and are ahead of
Wales and Armenia. Norway
qualthied lor the World Cup

finals i1 1994 and 1998

Shock exit for
Villarreal

GRENADA,

Sy : -
: ~pain, Jan 3
First Division

) side Villarreal lost
4-2 on penalties after a ).
draw against Third Division
Grenada op Tuesday to earn
El:::;fndliun from the Spanisl
Villarreal, iy cighth  spot
opened the scoring through
Argentina’s Diego Cagna in the
/7th minute bt Nacho Sierra
of Grenada c?ua]izr:d with a
full time. Extra

o the score.

minute to go o
Hme did not add

Fergie

LONDON. Jan 3:
Manchester
Lnited boss Alex

Ferguson believes
some  untashion-
dble elubs will be
challenging for top honours in
the Premmiership come the end
ol the season, reports AFP

The Red Devils are sitting
pretty 11 points clear at the top
of the table, and the second

half of the season appears to

developing Into a fight over
scraps. "
While Ferguson will point

oul to his players that United
enjoyed a 12Z-point lead over
Arsenal three vears ago and
were eventually pipped to the
title by the Double-winning
Gunners, his side's current
form is so awesome that a re-
peat performance s virtually
linpossible to contemplate.

In his half-term report on
the Premiership, Ferguson said.
"Arsenal, because of the experi-
ence they have got, will be a
challenger

"Sunderland’s results have
been impressive, and when you
couple Sunderland with the
support base they have got they
can have a big drive that will

keep them going - rather like,

Leeds last season
"When vou're winning games
the confidence is high and |
think they could continue to
challenge. :
“Liverpool are a big. strong
athletic team and they will keep

| going. Ipswich keep surprising

evervone but | think they will
be happy to be in the top six
and | don't see anvone else. It is
difficult to come from behind

SIR ALEX FERGUSON

now,” he said Tuesday

United may be dominating
English football even more than
previous seasons, but Ferguson

insisted this was not due to
standards declining among the
opposition.

He added: "We're getting

where we are because we have
a team that has staved to-
gether. We've not made any
changes, it's a maturing team
and thelr hunger has always
been good,

It doesn’t concern me aboult

ants ch

allenge

what people say about it being
a bad league - it's not a bad
league. We've had some frights
this year and have lost two-goal
leads three times. So it's not
that bad a league.”

Ferguson Is wary of compla-
cency creeping in. He said: "It's
a danger. It's an unhealthy
position for us to be in - in a
way

I'm expecting the players to
locus on every game and we're
going to put our foot down and
try our best in every match.

It's a dangerous situation
that we are in, because all the
talk is going to be that the
league is over and that sort of
thing.

‘That could lead to compla-
cency with a lot of people but |
wouldn't like to think that
would happen with our lads.
They're professional enough to
know, and have had the experi-
ence of throwing the league
away three years ago when Ar-
senal caught us.”

West Ham boss Harry Red.
Knapp. whose team were put (o
the sword In a 3-1 deleat at Old
Tratford on Monday night, be-
Heves Unidted are one of the hest
sides he has ever seen in Eng-
lish football

He said: "They are an abso-
Intely fantastic team - they e o
different class and are wav in
front ol anvone clse this
country.

Sport
Blanc threatens |

to leave club

MILAN. Jan 3: Inter Milan's
Frenchh World Cop and Euro
2000 winning defender Laurent
Blane said on Wednesday he
would leave the underachieving
Italian First Division side in the
summer unless thev transform
themselves into eredible con-
tenders o win trophies. reports
AFP.

The 35-year-old, whose
contract expires in June, told
Gazzetto dello Sport he  will
decide in the coming weeks
whether to stay pul or seek a
new challenge in France ac-
cording to how Inter perform
after the season resumes at the
weekend.

‘I am a realist and 1 have
two possibilities." said the vet-
eran  defender. "To continue
playing in Italy. presumably at
inter or return to France and
‘end my career there,

"My contract expires in June
and it will be iy decision alone,
We will see what happens in the
next few weeks - | still need (o
reflect a little bit.”

The defender also made (t
clear that he felt the tendency
of the ltalian First Division elub
to constantly chop and change
i1s personnel was a detrimental
factor when It came to bullding
tean spint.

“The cornerstone of our suc-
cess in the (French) national
teamn has been team spirit
which came from the bleakest

’ period.” sald Blanec.

"After 1994 (when France
failed to qualify for the World
Cup) the atmosphere was awful
but It was in this context that
was forged the strong group of
plavers whose results every-
body knows,

"To succeed we need to
know each other well and this
is very difficult at Inter where
every year they change plavers
all the time."

Blanc, who has said he
wants to continue for at least
one more season, has been
linked with the role of general
manager at another ailing
European giant Freuch First
Division club Marseille, whom

he joined Inter from.

Inter about
to rope in
Uruguayan

MILAN. Jan 3: Penarol's
Uruguavan forward Antonio
Pacheco was on Wednesday
expecting to put the final
tonches to the transfer deal
that will take him to struggling
ltalian ~ First Division giants
lnter Milan. reporis AFP.

Pacheco arrived at Milan's
Malpensa airport on Tuesday
cvening and was  expected to
conclude a deal with haer al-

._,l--'lr“ff'flt‘-:“ "h will ﬂﬂg e I(jn],lall},'l
e vy et 1o thd clah's, Ydus

until after the weekend derby
match with AC Milan.

The striker. on the instruc-
tions of Inter. did not speak to
journalists on arrival in Italy
but was more forthcoming be-
lore boarding the flight in
Montevideo.

‘1 want to get to the World
Cup finals with Uruguay.” said
the 24-year-old who likes to
play a creative supporting role
behind a frontman.

"Now | want to do something
great with Inter.”

Pacheco was accompanicd
by Daniel Delgado. the right-
hand man of Uruguayvan mag-
nate Paco Casal who handles
the affairs of wmany leading
Uruguayan plavers. including
Alvaro Recoba, who is already
on the books at Inter,

The player and Casal
reached an informal agreement
with Inter transler supremo
Rinaldo Ghelfi before Clhirist-
s

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Jan 3: Brazilian
footballers Ro-
mario and Ron-
aldo are set to
come before a
parliamentary commission (CPI)
and talk about tax and the re-
lationship of sports company
Nike with the national team.
reporis AFP.

According 1o CPl sources ol
Tuesday., Ronaldo will on Janu-
ary 16 expliin why he played in
the 1998 World Cup final in
France although he suflfered

ROMARIO

convulsions just hours before.

Brazillan MPs are concerned
that Nike potentially has too
much influence on the national
side’s  schedule - and they
feared that the company might
have pushed for the inclusion
of Ronaldo even though he was
not fully fit.

The controversial 10-year,
1 60-milllon-dollar contract with
Nike was signed in 1997. The
American manufacturer  has
exclusive rights on all market-
ing aspects and can organize 50

o

Neil Sullivan (L), the Tottenham Hotspurs custodian,
Bennett after being sent off for a foul against Newcast
hot-tempered Premiership encounter at White Hart Lane o

Premiership

Spurs shoot Magpies down

LONDON. Jan 3:
Tottenham beat

[*=9 Newcastle 4-2 in
the English Pre-

‘:J miership on
4 Tuesday where

three sendings off
marred this final fixture of the
holiday programme at White
Hart Lane, reports AFP.

The result ended a dreadful
run for George Graham's men
which had seen them collect
just three points from a possi-
ble 18, not winning in six Pre-
miership attempts and pre-
served Tottenham’'s unbeaten
league record at home this sea-
SO1l.

Newcastle saw Nolberto So-
lano (deliberate handball) and
Kieron Dyer (foul and abusive

language) both  get their
marching orders while Totten-
ham goalkeeper Neil Sullivan

saw red for a professional foul,

A storming eight first-half
minutes - after they had fallen
behind - provided Tottenham
with a 3-1 lead

Nolberto Solano had put the
visitors ahead but the Peruvian
was later dismissed for han-
dling on the line as Spurs
overturned the deficit in splen-
did style. & & & | .

Gary Doherty levelled, Dar-+ -

ren Anderton put Spurs ahead
from the spot - he then missed
a second spot-kick - and lead-
ing scorer Sergei Rebrov com-
pleted the first-half scoring with
a4 sublime third.

W

But Newcastle's early su-
premacy was rewarded with a
23rd-ininute opener, created by
Daniel Ameobi and clinically
finished by Solano i
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fives his side of the story to referee |
e United's Kieron Dyer during their ¢
n January 2,

~-Internet photo ?

But the White Hart Lane j
faithful need not have fretled as
a sublime goal from Rebrov
Hniade it 3-1

Doherty burst forward and

ks il

The youngster stole the ball
off Sol Campbell's toe and
barged his way past Tin
Sherwood to tee up the over-
lapping Peruvian. who stole
down the left and calmly slotted
the ball past a helpless Neil
Sullivan.

The lead was shortlived.
however, as Tottenham turmed
the match on its head in sen-
sational style.

Stephen  Clemence found
Doherty's head from a right-
wing corner and ° Newcastle
Keeper Steve Harper was given
no chance with a thunderous
effort from 12 yards.

The leveller was only for
starters though. as Tottenham
added two more in the next
eight minutes as Newcastle
were reduced to 10 men.

First, Gary Speed was ad-
judged to have pushed over
Anderton in the area and the
latter got up to slam the penalty
past Harper.
¢ Andthe hosts wege chanded
sanolher spofkick Jnsthe 32nd
minewte “as Solane kept-out a
Doherty header on the line with

his hand and received his
marching orders.
This time Harper blocked

Anderton's driven effort with his
legs

slipped the striker nto space in
the box. the recalled hitnan
looked up and clipped a deli-
ctous chip with the outside of

his right foot across Harper
from 12 vards and in off the far
post.

Dyver was the major protago-
nist in the second-half, {'I‘E.EIHIIE
an opening. pulling a goal bac
and recelving his marclm1F
orders within eight second-half
minutes.

The England  midfielder
charged more than half the
length of the field following a
46th-minute corner for the
home side, oulpaced Oyvind
Leonhardsen into the area and
fell under the challenge of Sul-
livan.

The Scotland keeper pro-
tested his innocence (o no avail,

received the red card from
Bennett and Dver sent substi-
tute keeper lan Walker the

wrong way from tlie spot.

But it was soon 10 againsl,’

nine as Dyer's heated opinions,
expressed to a linesmpgn after
being felled in the box. resulted
in his exit. . |, \ o

The nine men of Newcastle
huffed and puffed but the wind
was knocked out of them 13
minutes from the end as Les
Ferdinand scored from Ander-
ton's free-kick.

Ro-Ro duo to face CPI

L(‘Nl){}]\l‘ Jan 3
(Reuters): The
English  Premier

League season sfi-
Il has four mon-
ths to go but the
ouly question fans are asking is
who will finish second to Man-
chester United,

United's dominance of the
English game is so great thai
Manchester bookmaker Fred
Dane is already paying out to
punters who  tipped them  for

friendly internationals, with a
minimum of three per vear, in
which at least eight players of
the first-choice side must play.

Romario, Brazil's star player
in the 1994 World Cup win. is
set to come before the CPI on
January 18. The Vasco Da
Gama striker Is suspected of
not paying taxes while playing
at Barcelona. He is believed to
have transferred money back to
tirazil but did not declare it to
the fiscal authorities.

Other players yet to come
betore the CPIoinclude 1994

e ———

& “.‘i« i
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World € up  wimning captam
Dunga. Caesar Sampaio and
Real Madrid Ireekick specialist
Roberto Carlos

The CPI has already spoken
o lormer Brazil coach Mario
Zagallo, ex-FIFA president Joao
Havelange, team doctors and
other Brazilian mtemationals

The CPL also wants to jnves-
tgate the sale of Brazilian play-

crs 1o loreign clubs and the
lalsiication  of  passports o
vaung  plavers who  lelt  the

country.

Premiership: MU

the itk

Arscual TR PRI, Arsene
Wengeer Wliosa LCannil are
Linited s closest rivals 11 points
adritt. has all bt conecded 1he
title (o Alex Fergusons sids
evell though there are still 16
maltches remaining,

After his

team lost 1-0 at
Charlton 0l Monday and
United beat West Hamm 3-1.

Weunger saitl: "At the moment |
ant not concerned about Man-
chester United.

It is better at the moment to
look behind us because those
who are behind us are muach
closer than those who Ale 1n
ront of us. It's not over but in

lootball vou have o be realis-
tic.”

Harry Redknapp. whose in-
formi West Ham were smmply
brushied aside in the first half
at Old Traflord. admitted United
had all but made certain of
their third successive title and
their seventh in nine seasons
“There is not a chance of United
being caught. thev are in a dil-
ferent class. They were superb
against us and gave us a les-
son. They are Irightening. When
the champions are in that type
of form | don’( think anvone can
live with them

They are way in front of
everybody else in this country.
Orher clubs have spent 70 or
s anillion pounds to compete
with them and are not even
close.”

The statistics make impres-
sive reading. United have 50
points  from their 22 league
games, winning 15, dmwmulfivt'
and*losing two - against Arse-
nal on October 1 and Liverpool
on Decemnber 17,

They have scored 51 goals -
12 more than next-best Liver-
pool - and conceded just 16
The next best defence is Aston
Villa's wath 19 goals against,

Although United have had
great teams in the past. the
current  team are widely  re-
garded as their best ever and
are set to join Huddersfield
Town (1924.26), Arsenal (1933
35) and Liverpool (1982-84) as
the only sides to win a hat-trick
ol English titles

The warry for the rest of 1he
league is that they could win

the title for at least another
three seasons after this.
Ireland manager Mick

Mo arthy desceribed thetr mid-
held ol Rov Keane, David Beck-

o Paul Scholes  amd  Ryan
(ages as perfect on Monday,

while The Guardian newspaper
compared them with some of

the rest

the greatest English sides ever -
Aston Villa of 1the 1890s. Arse-
of the H30s and Liverpool
ol e 1950 and 1980s

Ferguson 1S prechctably
playing down _ the  praisc.
knowing all too well thar teams
have squandered big-leads be-
lore.

In January 1996, Newcastle
were 12 points clear of the field
but finished second o Man-
chester United who won the
title by four points.

In February 1998, United led
by 12 points with onlvy 10
matches to play and ended up
second to Arsenal who pipped
them to the title by a point.

118l

But United are unlikely to
falter this time. As journalist
David Lacey said in Monday's
Guardian: “Sir Alex Ferguson's
third team would probably be
quite capable of beating Fulham
i the FA Cup next Saturday.”

All of which leaves the othe
19 clubs in the division battling
for either a Champions League
or UEFA Cup place. the FA or
League Cup or just to stay up

While Arsenal have been
United’s closest challengers for
much of the last five vears their
erratic form has let them down
as far as the title race is con-
cerned.

Squandering a 2-0 home
lead over Sunderland at High-
bury on Saturday in a maich
which ended 2-2 and losing 1.0
at Charlton on New Year's Day
summed up the inconsistency
of Arsenal's season ‘

Sunderland start the New
Year in third place after seven
wins in their last nine matches.
while promoted Ipswich have

been the revelation of the sea-
SO

Widely tipped to go straight
back down after winning the
playolls last season. Ipswich are
fourth with a real hope of
bringing back European soccer
1o Portiman Road for the first
tiine since 1982-83.

The top six are rounded out
by Liverpool and Leicester. Like
Arsenal, Liverpool have bheen
erratic, scoring excellent wins
last month over Al hester
United and Arsenal before los-
g 1o lowly Middlesbrongh

Leicester, like Ipswich. have
performed wav beyvond expecias
tons with ecarctaker England
coacly Peter Tavlor continmn
much ol the good work startet
by his  predecessor  Martin
O'Neill. Bat  then  Hanaions
were highlighted at plighboe o
December 260 when ey
crashed 6-1 to Arsenal.
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