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Myanmar Preparing for
Disciplined Democracy

YANMAIL 1~ hiossed with
Malnuuluut natural 'y -
sources and  {ts  geo-

strategie location has attracted
loreigners in developing diplo-
matic and economic relations
Interestingly enongh Myanmar
iIs sandwiched benween the two
most populons nations in the
world - China and India
Mvanmar and its  capital
Yangon are not new names. In

lact these two names are the
original names but was re-

named Burma and Rangoon bv
the colomial administration. The
SLORC administration  rein-
stated the onginal names with
fwo main purposes of providing
a4 leeling of rele from the
colonial past and giving a previ-
ously divided country a sense of
national unity under the ban-
ter of “The Union of Mvanmar.”

After regaining independence
irom Britain in 1948 a civilian
covermment ruled the countrv
The then govenunent in power
neglected the needs and re-
quirements of the ethnic races,
The proclamation of Buddhisin
as Slate religion created rebel-
llon among the ethnic races
professing other religious taiths
and automatically led to armed
insurrection in the country. The
Mvammar armed lorces together
with the people ol the country

ASC

louglht and pushed back the
arnie-d groups,

The ptesent govermment un-
der the spiring leadership of
Semor . General Than Shwe
Prime Minsster and Chairman
ol the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council has fixed fol-

lowing political. economic and

social objectives

’ Stability of the State,
Community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence
of law and order.

. National reconsolidation.

. Emergence of a new en-
during State Construc-
tion.

" Building of a new modern
developed nation i1n ac-
cord with the new consti-
tution.

4 Development of agricul-
ture as the base and all-
round development of
other sectors of the
economy as well.

r Proper evolution of the

market-oriented eco-
nomic system.
y: Development of the

economy inviting par-
ticipation in terms of
technical know-how and
investment from sources
inside the country and

abroad.

* The initiative to shape
the national economy
must be kept in the

hands of the State and
the national peoples.

by A Commentator

*  Uplift of the morale and
morality of the entire na-
tion,

- Uplift of national prestige
and integrity and preser-
vation and safeguarding
of cultural heritage and
national character.

*  Uplift of dynamism of
patriotic spirit.

* Uplift of health, fitness
and education standards
of the entire nation.

The present administration
under the State Peace and De-
velopment Council lanunched a
war against narcotic drugs and
succeeded to a great extent. It
dismantled the narcotic ring
and now drug peddlers have
been eliminated,

Since Myanmar regained her
imdependence she chose to pur-
sue an active and independent
loreign policy from very incep-
tion. She left the British Com-
monwealth and adopted a neu-
tral and later a non-aligned
policy throughout the cold war
period. Mvanmar is one of the
founding members ol the non-

aligned movement (NAM) left
the organisation in 1979 con-
sidering that the movement

straved from its original course.
She  later rejoined the move-
ment in 1992, The strict neu-
rradity which she has displayed
i1 the region during the difficult
times has been widely appreci-
ated and has now gained confi-
dence in the neighbourhood as
well as in the region

The ruling State Peace and
Development Council is keen to
give a new Constitution to the
country. The country has gone
through bad times because of
the way the political parties
acled in the past and also due
to the weaknesses embedded in
the former Constitutions. To-
day. to Keep the country per-
petnally stable and to have a
[unctioning democracy Myan-
mar must have a strong and
everlasting constitution which
will keep the country on the
proper-track. The present anili-
tarv transitional government is
meeting her commitments while
expecting the political parties
especially the NLD meet theirs
so that Myanmar beconies a
functioning democracy within a
reasonable time fraine

Human rights for a third
world country like Mvyanmar
mean the right to enjoy the
basic human requirements
such as security, lood and
shelter. Mvanmar is at the mo-

ment trving to fulfil these basic
essential  requirements  and
alter meeting them will move 1o
another set of necessities such
i~ health and education 1ol-
ijowed by economnic  ddevelop-

ment.

In Mvanmar today
i the cites is fully guaranteed
for the people and now peace
and trangullity prevail even in
the border areas. Myanmar
today s implementing the proj-
ect called “From Huts to Proper
Houses Scheme.” The govern-
ment Is  also promoting the
cconomy for the benefit of her

people
The governument after
achicving nauonal reconcilia-

tion with its different national
races IS prioriusing commuiity
rights at this stage of her devel-
opment rather than giving pri-
ority to individual rights like
the developed countries
Myanmar believes that the citi-
zens must enjoy the essential
basic rights such as security

and safety of their lives and
properties. a decent job which
will provide enough food for

their families and also a decent
place to live in. In reality, the
overwhelming majority of the
people in Myanmar are not ob-
sessed with politics. Thev do
not see freedom solely in terms
of the right to vote periodically
and demonstrate and express
political views publicly. The
freedom to exercise full political
rights will come when Mvanmar
reaches a more. nature stage
where the unity of the 135 eth-
nic groups living together in the
country becomes stronger and
when the fundamental needs of
the population have been ful-
filled to a much higher level

Mvanmar is at its nascenlt
stage of her development where
assistance, cooperation and
encouragement fromn the inter-
national community are re-
quired to expedite her trans-
formation peacefully, success-
fully to the path of sustainable
democracy, Myanmar s present
leadership is rebuilding a new
nation from a war torn country
where in 1988 the military un-
avoidably took over the state
power and inherited a country
with a single digu in federal
reserves and over 65 per cent of
industrial base in the capital
city had been destroyed of
plundered. It was only in 1992
that the dramatic changes in all
round development, especially
in the sector of national recon-
ciliation, started to take place.

Today, Mvanmar is passing
through a development stage
and despite sanctions by some
nations, the commitment and
determination of the ruling
Stale Peace and Development
Conncil remains unchanged
and overcoming all hurdles in
the way of building of a new
modern developed nation in
accorcd with the new State Con-
SHLuon

security

i

Independence
2001 .
IenLons
heartiest

Senior General Than Shwe
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Chairman of

State Peace and

Development

Council and Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar
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Prospects of Economic

Cooperation between
Bangladesh and Myanmar

(LLERAN AP} LAY

HIL geographical
hetween |13, IIILI.Hlt o
Myanmar has  nude

and
the

wo countries logical and ideal -

partiers for harnessing natural
resources to thelr muatual ad.
vantage., The ftwo countries
stand on the borders of two
regional blocks must be taken
into account. The two countries
can make the most out of the
proposced ASEAN  Free Trade
Arca [AFTAI and South Asian
Free Trade Area (SAFTA)

A general Trade Agreenient
between Bangladesh and
Mvanmar was signed on August
A 1973 which is renewable
cverny vear. On June |1 1989
thiree MOLUSs were signed on
border trade, ecconomic coop-
eration providing for joint ven-
tures  (govermnment 1o govern-
ment. government-private and
private-private) and cooperation
between private seclor (FBCC]
and UMCCIT). Building on these

the Border lrade protocol was
signed on Mav 18, 1994, How-
ever., border trade formally be-

gan on September 5. 1996
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I he FiftyJ hird Anniversary of the
Independence Day of the Union of Myanma

by Syed Mahmudul Huqg

Areas ol cooperation and op-
portuinties are plenty between
the rwo neighbourly countries.
Fou thie moment the focus is on
border trade. But the important
clement is infrastructure and
admimnistrative machinery being
put i place will also taks CAre
of normal trade across Teknaf
Jid Maungdaw. Single conntny

cahibitions o Yangon in 1995
el 1996 helped a lot in ob-
tanmg demand for Bangladeshi
products, Based on the feed-
bhatck from the Yangon exhibi-
hons, it was clear that pctrin:

to know each other, particularls
each others products, remained
the kev. which led to the idea ol
setting up pernmanent display
cum sales centres of the v

conntries Maung-
claovw anc

products in
Teknal

4 r||_|_y],u||--.‘||

(e ls

export AL
00 pharmaceutical proud-
ucts. chemical products
rubber. fertiliser. cosmetis
Imports from Mvanmar
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The Union of Myanmar will
elebrate the 537 Anniversary ol
on <4 January
On this glorious and mo-
occasion | extend my
greetings Lo (he qov-

ernment and [riendly people o]

the People's Republic of Bangla- -

clirsh.

micaintainerl
relationships
CGGovernmentis. In

{
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It is qgratifying lo note thal
\lyanmar and Bangladesh have
warm and cordial

between the wo
acledition,
honds of
our (o

and strong
existed betiveen

joodhieill

peoples.

The ruling Siate Peace and

Development Council is streniu-

{

sOcCio-
all the

wisiy working Jar o the
cconomic proqress  of

nanonal peoples including 135

rmumlﬂf

races for building a

moclern rk*rm'np(-u' nation with

the
self-reliance in

main objective of altaining

all Sphf’rf’ﬁ of

national lile

Our valiant armed forces are

sajequarding the national inter-
ests and inculcating the spirit of
national cohesion for the sake of

speedy
lions,

progress in all direc-
Anti-national and divisive

lorces are (rying lo disrupl the

rconontic gain so far achievesl
But the patriotic fervour and
cdedirciiion of the armed [orces

1

shered ina new era of national

uniry and thwarted the evil de-
signs of the neo-colonialists.

The objectives of the 53 In
cdependence Day spelt ol by
'he Siate Peace and Develop-
menit Counctl uncler the dynarnnic
leacdlership of  Senior General
Than Shwe, Chairman of the
Sitate Peace and Development
Council and Prime Minister of
the Uniion of Myanmar are : For
all the national people to main-
lain and safequard independ-
ciuece and sovereignity of the
State Jor their perpeluation as a
national duty. For all the na-
tional people to implement the
task (o build a new modern and
reveloped nations. For all the
national people (o be united (o
ensure non-disintegration of the
Union and non-clisintegration of

" neational solidarity and for all the

nattonal people to strive Jor the
emerqgence of an enduring Con-
stitution.

Our country is firmly pursu-
ing an independent and active
Joreign policy, maintaining
ricndly relations with all na
nons of the world, especialli
with the neighboring counliries
Despite  attempts by inimical
Jorcos within and oulside 1he
COHNry Mlyanmar has been
niteqrated  into  the  regional

qroupirig - the Associauon of
South Fasi Asian
IASEAN). Myanmar has dlready
bewernn: admiutied 1o BIMST-E(
Banqladesh. Inchia. Muyanimar.
Sri Lanka hailane-Economic
Coopceration) - which is a solely
e block

Nations

CCON
BT
(L

Urnion of Muyanmar has
el remarkable progress in

ilernaliongeal  relanons iniltensi-

fiecdd bilcitera ooperation with
the natons e the reqion
acthering to the UN Charter and

julfilhimg  bnmternational  obliga
oS
With Banalaclesh

Slaring
common border. ounr  bilateral
relations have begn vary friendly
since the inecplion of the P

ple’'s R 'public u.f Bangladesh
Myanmar was one of the
courntries lo recogrnise Bangla-
desh and established diplomiati
relations with Bangladesh in
March 1972. Since then these
bors o/ friendship and mutual
ctooperalion are gelling Stroriqs

through exchange of visits I

reeen the two countries at cdil-
lerent lepels.

\s 1we celebrate the 53" An.
rmversary of Independence let us
rededicale ourselves o fulfil the
objeclives set for the occasion to

Decone « strong and self-reliant
Nation.

firsi

On this auspicious occasion |
ictkke this unique opportunity o

extend muy best wishes lor the
progress and prosperily of he
people of Bangladesh and [or

consolidating the
refations betwween Myanmar and
Bangladesh
I wish muy colleaques. frie
id people in all walk of life o)
Bangladesh a happy and pros-
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[DOTOLS and into the

millennium

Nneu LEdTr

l ]
U. Ohn Thwin
\mbassador of the |
VMivanmar in Ban

nion ol

Ll.ili'lj‘ \"‘"Itll

January 4, ()()l

maize. betel nuts,
pldp l igs. minerals et Mvan-
niar s imports from Bangladesh
are i ”.«-r,.lly cConsuimner [_{FJOLI&.
In order to optimise the benefits
of bilateral trade. a special ecvo-
nomic zone at Teknal. Is the
best option. Such a zone offers
unigue opportunities for joint
venture  manufacturing units
based on raw materials from
Mvanmar. Exports will find
third country destinations. A
new prospect also lies in BIM-

nlses

STEC. the latest grouping that
brings together Bangladesh,
India. Mvanmar. Sri Lanka and

Thatland

Myanmars liberal policy on

leasn ot lands or mutnal
cruelicil Lasis for agro-based
naustoies i really temping and

ALLractive (O a conunercial
hAasis nlrivable lallow  or
\Weasts Lind is availlable AN g ¥
5.0 ) CTeS (Or plantation
rOjas (W) acres lor orchard
and 1.00 icres for seasonal
Crofis For  aguaculture,  the
i s 2,000 acres. For live-
<10k, there are three calego-
ies: 5,000 acres for buffalo,
cattle and horse. 1.000 acres
lor sheep and goat, 5.000 acres
tor poultry and pig. Depending
on the lvpe ol ventures exenp-
tionr trom land tax is also of-

lered for a period from two to
eight vears. There are also pro-
Visions lor incoimne tax waiver lor
a minimum period of three
cars from the date of commer-
Cial I,Ih ration ! Or I)]"Hi r*hhjjlg
industries. the proposed special

zone oflers the right environ-
e

the cement industryv of
Bangladesh depends on im-
ported clinker. The vast stone
deposit in the Rakhine state of
Mvanmar provides the raw
materials for joint venture
clinker factories in Mvaninar

with a ready market in Bangla-

desh where most factories only
orindg it Into cenen

e boost econoutic <oup-
eration telecominunication lnk
between Maungdaw and

feknaf. the two Key poinis
should be given top priority. A
joint business promonon coun-

Cil ".If!] |-r1'.,1n Sector l‘t‘[ﬁr*“
sentatives should be set up to
monitor and help bilateral trade
ind mvestment

[here are immense opportu-

1nities for expansion of tounsm

hetween the two countries. This
inother alred wliere 1041
ntures are quite safe. Both
I.Il.' L IMNLILLTIE S .lll..:.t'." = :'PI 1'P!
INACTo-eConomi complinien-
LATIEeS vihich MII:'Ii";;Thw. the
casc lor bilateral cooperation
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Roche Takes Care

Roche Bangladesh Limited

22 Dhanmondi, Road 2, Dhaka-1 205, Tel : 9661776
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Myanmar at a Glance

Name

Head ol State & Head
ol Government

Area ol the Country

Geograplucal Location

Population

Oflicial Language

Literacy Rate -
Major Religious

Community

Main Airport

Main Seaport

Climate

f'nrrr:u-_s.

Exchange Rate (LISS)
Per Capita GDP
GDP Growth Rate

Major Industry

Major Agricultural
Products

Major Export

Major hmports

The Union of Mvanmar

HE Senior General Than Shwe

201.228 Square Mile (677.000
Square Kilometers)

The Union of Myanmar is geo-

graphically situated in South
FLast Asia between latitudes
09°32" and 28°31° N and Lon-
gitudes 92°10" E and 101°11°
E

50.13 Million (2000)

Myanmar

91.6% (2000 estimate)
Buddhism

Yangon (new international
airport Mandalay)

Yangon

Summer: from March to mid
Mav

Rainv: from mid Mayv to end
October

Cold: from November to end
February

Kyat

USS 1-Ks 64177 (August
2000)

Kvats 44,424 (1999-2000)
10.9% (1999-2000)
Agriculture, Fishery., Foresl
Product

Rice, Bean OIl crop, Sugar-
cane

Rice. Maize, Maltpe, Pedesein
Other Pulses, Sesamumseed,
Ollcake. Raw Rubber, Hide &
Skin, Marine Products, Teak,

Hardwood., Plywood and Ve-

Base Metal & Ores, Min-
erals & Gems.

Hneeer,

Consumer Goods, Power Til-
ler, Hand Tractor, Fertilisers.,
Pesticides, Herbicides, Diesel
Oil. Dumper, Loader & Spare
parts, Water pumps, Hydran-

e excavators. Gearbox as-
sembly for Hand tractor. MS
rods & Mild steel,  1ybrid

quality seeds,

Our warmest greetings to the Government

and the People of the Union of Myanmar

on the auspicious occasion of their

Independence Day

Myanmar-Bangladesh Fisheries Ltd

Arag Chambers

68, Agrabad Commercial Area,

Chittagong, Bangladesh.

Phone: 880-031-721, 882-726 657

Fax: 880-031-710 934
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