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LONDON, Jan HReaters/ In-

ternet): George Grabam  has
been reported as  saving  he
would not quit  Tottenham

Hotspur despite watching his
eam's worst performance of the

season at Ipswich Town on
'l‘he Spurs manager rejected -

paculdtiun that he was negoti-
ating a pay-off with the club's
new owners ENIC,

| don't know what plans the
new owners have for the club,
he was quoted as saying by the
sunday Mirror.

I have not spoken to them
vel.

But | know one thing. | want
to stay the manager, and [ want
to be a successful one

I've never been someone who
ghves up on a job halftway
through. People can link who-
ever they want with my job but
as far as 1 am concerned | am
still Spurs manager and noth-
ing is going to change.

Graham was angry with his
players after the 3-0 defeat at
Ipswich, a result that left Spurs
with the worst away record in
the English premier league --
niue defeats in 11 games

| can only apologise to the
fans who travelled to watch us.
he said.

Forimer Tottenham hero
Glenn Hoddle. currently 1n
charge at Southampton, has
been linked with a return (o
White Hart Lane by the media

Ex-Chelsea manager Glan-
luca Vialli has also entered the
running. according to the Sun-
day Mirror

Saint Etienne
deny Toshack’s
leavmg

PARIS. Jan Saint Etienne
on Saturday li|.-|n|--u! \1-
mours that their Welsh coach
John Toshack might be headed
back to former club Real So-
ciedad. where he was twice
previously in charge. reports
AFDP

Toshack, under contract
until the end of the season. has
been trving to revive Saint
Etienne's fortunes since lhis
COctober arrival but they remain
in the bottom six and face a
long struggle against the droj

L' Equipe cited Spanish me-
dia sources on Saturday as
saving that former Real Madrid
coach Toshack. who made his
name as a plaver in the 1970s
with Liverpool. would be ready
1o move back to San Sebastian-
based Real Societlad as he has
refained a home in the Basquui
{]'ll"n.

Bul L Equips said { s
welshman would nat leave b
fore his contract expires with
out the agreement i Alain

Bompard the Saint Etienne

[JI’&'HIrf:'H!

And depuiy president
Gerard Soler said lat wi '.:,--1-,‘
not be forthcoming

He (Tashack) is with 11 -.n
“l ihe end ol ”1" SEASOI a1l '-..F.
‘.M'iii lri.1"- 1O 1118 1P next | 11e8
gday to run the rule [
squad.” said Soler

Should Toshacl juil S
Verts' Saint Etienne could 1
o Joel Muller. who was [ire:
last week by Metz

Daint Etienne are. mean-
while, having to rejig their
squad as Spartak Moscow
anuounced the signing of thiel

Ukrainian keeper Maxim Lewvi-

sky., although Soler said th
deal had not gone through ofii
cially

Brazilian Alex is still unset
tled amid the ufolding passpori
scandal in  French football
which saw himm  temporarih

d
becoIs !’:.Ti‘l_:_"ii' S while mid.
Lelder Alain

INove 10 Lok

Drulovic has
Jaw operaizlon

’ .
Viaswudi is set for a

.||Il.| 1V 11.1. SO

SBON. Jarn Porto's
"ul,;nhirl-.' inte mfmu-nf.l Liubinko
Drulovic had an operation on
Sunday after breaking his jaw
and two teeth the day belore in
a Portugnese Cup match, club
doctor ‘\:]au“ Puga sald., re-
ports AFP

Midfielder Drulovie had
clashed with defender Nunu
Abrenr ol Second Division side
Felpueiras in the last 32 of the
Conpeiiion

According to Puga. plastic
surgeons lixed his jaw together
and he will only be able 1o have
liquid food lor a mmonth. thongh
he is expecied 10 anderrake
II;}_IH iraimning  alter st seve

Kashima
complete
treble

TOKYO, Jan J League
champions ml]ima Antlers
stunned Shibmiza S-Pulse with

a golden goal to win the Em-
wror's Cup Monday 3-2 in To-
vo to win an
-J;’*}]}I]llff.‘:’-{' foatball
poris AFP
Kashima,
J-League
the scoring in the

treble,  re-

from a free kick. but
equalised just before
through Argentine
Fernando Nicolas Oliva
Takavuli Suzuki scored K.

shimmua's sccond goal in the 10l
minute  but  Teruvoshi 1o
equalised in the 81st minute

The

into exira Lirne

title 1or the Antlers.

lIII[!It'f‘t‘{jf'![[t'fl

who also won the
Nabisco Cup, opencd
42nd minute
when Mitsuo Ogasawara scored
Shinuzu
hall-tune
e by

match ended a minute
when
Ogazawara rifled in a 25-metre
right-footed volley to secure the

Premiership preview

o A e

LONDON., Jan 1:
The SUrprise
packages of the
current  English
Premiership sea-
son Ipswich Town
will be hopmg to consolidate
their third place position on
Monday when they play their

nearest rivals Sunderland, re-
ports AFP.

[pswich, who have gained
the nickname of the ractor

Bovs' during the current season
as thev hail from one of the
most fertile farming areas in
England, travel to Sunderland -
known as the Black Cals - on
the back of a comprehensive 3-
0 win over struggling Spurs on
Saturday
Sunderland. though, can
laok tornward to the mateh on
the back of a line 2-2 draw al
second - -placed Arsenal one Sat-
urday in winch they came Ifrom
2-0 clown Lo gadn a potnt
Whilee those two 1ake
billine runaway  leaders Man-
chester Lomed, who were tortaa-
nate 1o gel o potl al Neweastle
O Saturalay West Ham,
who will e (o avolid

anvihing L the 7-

t{}ll

oSt
Loping
AN QR

thrashing they endured at Old
'rafiord last season

Arsenal, who  agadnst  Si-
derland looked o ditlerent side
1O the AT I thirashed
Leicester G- lins] I nesday,
could travel to London rivals
Charlton Athletic. resh trom a
morale-hoosting 4-1 awav win

OVl struggling Manchester
City. without leadmmge scorer and
French lootballer ol the vear
Thierry Henr

Fhe forward sutlered an an-

kle mjury against Sunderland
lpswiach., who linally made it
into the Premiership after fail-
ing in the play-olfs for the past
two vears, will be looking o
thenn strikeforce 0l Marcus
Stewart and recent signing fron
Middlesbrough Alun Arnmstrong

{0 see 0fl Hllllilt'lla“l[i_

e 28-vear-old Stewart,
wlio was coveted by Premier-
shhip clubs when he was al
Bristol Rovers but who instead
oy edd | ludderslield tor two
seasons. notched his 10th goal
ol the secason against Spurs
while  25-vear-old Annstrong,
whose hine al ‘Boro was marred
by injurnyv,. scared his third goal
for them against Spurs

Omnunous for Ipswich is the
return to ftorm of England
striker Kevin Phillips. who has
scored four times in the last
wo maltches (o take his total to
I 1, though his effective strike

partner Republic of Ireland
international Niall Quinn could
be missing with a rib injury
Man: I|- ster United coach Sir
Alex Ferguson looks set to give
England international mid-
[ielder Paul Scholes a Iji,”-r- i
the starting line-up against the
Hammers after being used only

as a substitute at the weekendd

because of a slight rib injury,
West Ham, who had their
match with Chelsea cancelled
on Saturday because of the oy
conditions, will travel to United
with star winger Trevor Sinclair
imploring his teammtes to play
more like the side that drew 2.2
with United at Upton Park in
August than the one hwiniliated
on April Fools Day last season.
“You've pgot to go into it

mentally right and not show
them too much respect,” he
said.

"Psychologically it is a
daunting place to go to, every-
one knows that, Mayhe that is
part and parcel of what goes on
there.

"‘But if you don't look for-
ward to plaving the best team
at the best stadium you
shouldn’t even be in the game.

"They had an off day against
Liverpool a couple of weeks ago,
which was their first In two
years. Let's hope they have an-
other against us.” he added.

Liverpool look to regain the
momentun they had picked up

Campbell
lifts spurs
* l‘t

LONDON, Jan 1: Amid the
club’'s poor form this season.
England defender Sol Campbell
gave Tottenham fans a much-
needed boost by giving them a
New Year message in which he
said he wanted and expected to
stay at the club, reports AFP

Campbell's statement
leased late Sunday quelled
speculation that he was set (o
quit White Hart Lane in the
sununer on a free transfer as he
told supporters: "I'm going no-
where.

The
allows

witlhh clubs
\Vanchester

re-

transier ruling
Campbell to negotiate
from Monday and
United were said to
be lavourites to sign the Eng-
land defender, though Valencia
of Spain were also reportedly
putting !H!_tt'fli!‘l' a p:u'lmgt* 1O
tempt him abroad

But the 26-vear-old
bell said he is happy
put

‘Il want to play for Totten-
hiam that's it. I've been here
for so long and there's no rea-
son to think I would want to
It‘tl"n.l.

"For me to do well at this
club would mean evervthing. |
play for Spurs with a passion
and desire. and it hurts 1«
when we Jose.” -

Losuig has been a common

Bosiman

Camp-
0 Stay

occurrence for George Gra-
ham's side in recent moinths
and Saturdav's dismal 3-0 de-
[cat at Ipswich left them 13th in
the English Premiersiig

Season's wonders face off

with successive wins over Man-
chester United and Arsenal but
let slip with a 1-0 deleat at
Middlesbrough last week when
they welcome Southampton.
Chief among those hungry (o
show they are back in the race
will be England striker Robbie
Fowler, who looks sel to partner
Emile Heskey and swap places
on the bench with fellow inter
national striker Michael Owen,
The 25 year-old, scorer ol
154 goals in 281 matehes for
Liverpool but only eight in his
last 34. has been linked with o
move to Chelsea and he fatled
on Sunday to dampen the ro-
mours which elaimed he wiasn
happy under the reghne ol lor
national  coach

mer  French
Cierard Houllier,
I want it known that 1 an

happy at Liverpool at the min-
ule,” he said,

Liverpool will be doing well
to take the three points against
an in-form Southanipton,
whose squad mostly bought by
former coach Dave Jones are
playing superbly under Glenn
Hoddle and in James Bealttie
have a striker whose current
forin lew can match with 10
goals i his last 10 games

Liverpool, for whom Houllier
has come in for lierce eriticism
ol late for graceless comnients
and blaming his plavers rather
than any tacrcal shortcomings

o1 his behall tor the Boro de-
leat. can only hope that the
Saltits are unseitded by specu-
lation that Hoddle is about to

return to Spurs as coach in the
place of current boss Georpe
Grahanm

Hoddle's  predecessor as
England coach Terry Venables
takes his vastly improved Mid-
dlesbrough side to the out of
lorm Leeds United.

Despite outlaying a world
record lee for a delender on Rio
Ferdinand Leeds have only won

once since he joined from West
Ham and Robbie Keane - taken
on loan from Inter Milan has

vet to lind the net in two ap-
pearances

[he team that can beat AC
Milan and Lazio in the Champi-
ons League but succumb to the
less evident class of Newcastle
and Aston Villa in their last two
matches will have to pull ap
their Armani socks and put
points on the board if they are
not to be lured into a huniliat-
Ing light against relegation

FIXTURES (k/o 1500 GMT
unless stated - weather per-

mitting) :

Monday: Charlton v Arse-
nal, Chelsea v Aston Villa. Cov-
entryvy v Manp  Cityv, Derby v

Everion, ., Leads v  Middles-
brough,

Leicester v
I

Liverpool y Southampton., Man

Utd v West Ham (2000 GMT).
Sunderland v Ipswich
Tuesday: Tottenham v New

istie (1945 GMT)

= Sport

Bradford, |

RIO f1asco

R1IO DE JANEIRO

' lan lIReuters /1
| 1 ternet) Brazilian
l . SOCcer otficials
E_ ‘4 vere under fire on
Sunday following

stadium accident which left
e 100 people injured and
forced the cancellation of the
Joao Havelange Cup final mid-

wayv through the first hall

'he Rio de Janeiro state
errunent announced that a
police lnquin would be
lauinched to determine "the
auses and those responsible”
el that Vasco's Sao Januario

scene ol Satur-
had been closed

stadinm, the
dav's accicent.
indelinitely

Football shame®, "Disgrace’
11cl Embarrassment” were
antong the headlines chosen by
Brazilian newspapers on Sun-
day to describe the incident
during the Vasco da Gama-Sao
Caetano, which was goalless
when play was halted.

Among other things, they
lambasted the Vasco team who.

on hearing the match had bheen
abandoned. picked up the tro-
phy and completed a lap of

nonour while the injured were
still being taken to hospital.

\ 0-0 draw would have given
Vasco victory on away goals
after a 1-1 draw in the first leg.

supporiers who had hbeen
inside the stadium believed it
was  lilled bevond wits 33.000
Capacity Jl]:l'r:-l:.:-rn-rur al tnhe

game were almost unaninonus

in backing these claims. Globo
television estimated the atten-
dance at 40,000

State governor Anthony Ga-
rotinthho. who took the decision
to call off the game and over
ruled soccer and police ollicials
who wanted to carry on. criti-
cised Vasco., saving they should
have staged the game at the

larger Maracana stadiuu.

But Vasco vice-president
Eurico Miranda, a member of
the  Brazilian  Congress. re
torted: "It's very easy for him to
sit there in his air-conditioned
office and cancel the game.

Plav was halted in the 21si
minute after a fence behind one
of the goals collapsed under the
weight of hundreds of fans. who
pushed forward to escape
fighting tarther up in the ter-
race

Olfficials at the Souza Aguiar
hospital in central Rio de Ja
neiro, giving the final injury toll,

said that around 100 people
had required treatment. Two,
including a five-vear-old girl.
are still detained though not
critically hurt

The match was only called
oll 90 minntes after the indi

Officials feel the wrath

(e on the intervention ol Stals
governor Garotinho. Until then,
Vascs Mirtanda and police
officials had said the game
would go ahead bul Sao Cae-

tato said they wanted il called

ol)

Most commentators were
mitraoed ar the mere Sugges-
tion ol the game finishimg

Fhis is abswed. People are
discussing whether the gawme
should start while a man is

being carried passed them on a
stretcher.” said former interna-
tional Walter Casagrande dur-
Ing a television commentan,

"There's no better summary
lor Brazilian football, wich has
alwayvs treated the supporters
as il they were cattle and not
people.” said Juca Kiouri, an
columnist in the sports daily
Lance

A decision is
day on whether
be replayed but Sao Caetano
olficials have already an-
nounced that their plavers are
on holiday as from Sunday

The incident, in the season's
showpiece match, capped a
vear in which Brazilian Con-
gress have set up two commniis-
sions ol inquiry to investigate
alleged  mismanagement, cor-
fuption and tax evasion in the
Aadministration of Brazilian soc-

Cef

due on Tues-
the match will

Jubilant Kashima Antlers hooters celebrate with their lruphwq after winning
Cup at Tokyo yesterday. Antlers beat Shimizu S-Pulse 3-2 in the final.

f

the Emperor's

—AFP photo

returning
to NapOli?

G EANOS AIRES. Jdan 1 Ar-
senitmae s Waorld (g lespesn el
I e o NMaradona con tl e 10

e bis lormer team Napol
s apenld
Lkt the Telion agency on Sun-
by 1eports AFP,

Live project would unite the
loptes  Argentine  skipper with
Hie southiern taltan club where
b shome as a plaver between
o ol 1992,

[hego wants to do it and |
A1 aptundstic,”  sald  Coppola,
thaugh  the  post Maradona
woatld hold was ot innedi-
ately povealed. "We preseited L

plan and they the directors of
the Napuoli) are studdying it

Club official Luca Ferlainmo.
also president of Naples Mar-
Keting. sald they were keen to
have Maradona under contract.

During his eight vears at
Napoll, Diego Maradona won
two  league  championships
(TO86/87 and 1989/90), an

Iltaltan Cup (1986/87). a UEFA
Cup (1988/89) and an Italian
"‘&HIH'I' Cup (1989 /90).

He did not play m his final
season under contract at Napoli
as he was serving a 15-month
ban lor 1:!“11[% a drugs tests al

d

the 1990 Wor Cup.
This vear Mnnulnna who
starred in Argentina's 1956

\\mlql Cup win, has been in the
news i a batte with Pele fog
1 'hn plaver of the century
award as well as a fight against
trug-imdaced heart problems in
-l.um I\

SOrTy

ROME, Jan |: An lalian
Fhard Division plaver has sent i
public New Year's apolopy 1o aiy
opponent. Francesco Bertolotti
who slipped into a coma alter «
post-match punching incident
reports AFP,

Dear Francesco, sooner or
later we will meet again and we
will embrace each other. I hope
10 vou on the pitch I'm
sorryv, | never wanted to (hit
voul.” Como captain Massimil-
lano Ferrigno said in an open
letter the Resto del Carlino
Hoewspaper

It is not
33-vear-old
Bertolott|

St

1)

vel clear whether
Modena plaver
will  recover sufli-
ciently 1o plav again but doc-
tors sav he will be able to lead a
normal lile ancd tnitial tears that
e might have saffered pernia-
nent brain damage have proved
unttonnded,

Beaolettic'spealiing dronhl a

Parma ~hospital ecarlier « this
month. sad he had been un-
abile 1o torgne Ferrigno., who
s been charged with grievous

iy oo and failing to as-
sist e personn i distress and is
dalso lacmg a possible life ban

fronn laoothall

JOHANNESBURG,
The South African
leam have abandoned
nesburg as a international
venue %}(‘f_‘allﬁﬁ of poor atten-
dances, reports AFP.

Jan 1
nation.l
Joha-

Reports here said the move
was triggered by a crowd of less
than 10,000 at an African Na-
tions Cup qualifier against Li-
beria two weeks ago despite the
presence of former World Foot-
baller of the Year George Weah.

South African Football Asso-
clation spokesman Zola
Dunvwa said he six home Na-
tions Cup and World Cup fi-
tures this year would be staged
at various centres outside the
commercial capital.

The World Cup clash with
Burkina Faso this month is
scheduled for Odi Stadium in
Mabopane. north-west of Jo-
lvimnesburg, and Bloemfontein.
Cape Towrn, Port Elizabeth ane

Rustenburg were in line for

other matches,

Johanunesburg football fans
are extremely fickle. filling the
80.000-seat FNB Stadiwumn on
the outskirts of the city for ma-
jor events while shunning rou-
tine offerings.

Kily Gonzalez
gets dual-Spanish
status

VALENCIA, Spain. Jan
I{Reuters/Internet): Valencla's
Argentine midfielder Kily Gon-
calez has been granted dual-
Spanish nationality, the club
sald on Friday.

He will therefore be able to
play with the status of a Euro-
ean Unfon national as soon as
1 has sworn to the Spanish
constitution,

Under current rules, each
Spanish club is allowed up to
five non-EU plavers on |ts
books. with three playing at any
one thne.

Valencia were
lHimit on "foreign”
Adrian llie of Romania,
Zahovic ol Slovenia,
Miroslav Djukic and
Fabio  Aurelio  also
sguad. -

Kily has played in Spain
since 1996, when he joined
Real Zaragoza from Boca Jun-
jors. He moved on to Valencia

up to their
players, with
Zlatko
Yugoslav
Brazilian
in their

l i 1999,

Cuillermo  Coppola

| r i v s e e

1 'El Pais football awards for 200

e e R et e ol - S
L3 I

MONTEVIDEO.
Jan HRenters/In-
termet /AP Vet
erin Brazilian
striker - Romario
was  named  as
Plover of the Year in the Ameri-
Cas on Sunday o a poll carried
oul by the Uruguayan daily El
Pais.

The newspaper said the 34-
vear-old, who plays for Rio de
Janelro ¢lub Vasco da Gama,
captured the prize by three
votes  from  gilted Argentine
midhelder Juan Roman Ri-
quelme.

Colombian goalkeeper Oscar
Corboda and Argentine striker
Martin Palmermo, Riguelme's
team mates at Buenos Aires
cluby Boca Juniors, were equal
third.

The election,
242 journalists from around
the Americas, s restricted to
players based in the region.
Romarlo, scorer of a club record
66 goals for Vasco this year, is

held among

the first Brazillan to win the
title since Cafu in 1994 .

The striker., who said he
should have been included in
the top three nomination for

FIFA's Player of the Year award,
is also leading scorer in the

South  American World Cup
qualifving  competition  witl
seven goals, even though he

has only plaved in two of Bra-
zil's 10 matches

Riquelme inspired Boca as
they won a unique  frebile of
Argentine Apertura’ cliaanplon-
ship. Southh American Liberta-
dores Cup and Intercontinental
Cup this vear.

Boca Juntors coach Carlos
Bianchi and Alex Ferguson of
Manchester United were voted
the hest of thelr respective con-
tinents.

ftwas the third thoe Blanchi
had won the award after wan-
ning it ar the helin of \elez

RONARIO

Sarsfield in 1994 and with Boca
Juniors in 19958

Furopean journalists wvoted
Ferguson as the top coach of

J‘

lis continent with™ 33 votes |
ahead of Lazio's Sven Goranl
Ertksson. who polled 27 apud |
Valencia's Hector Cup on 16
‘EL  PAIS'
mmn 2000

European team of thejy;;".

(voted on Euro n
nalists) od o |
Fablen Barthez (Marnchester
United/Fral . Lilian Thuram
(Parma/ Fra), Alessandm Nesta
(Lazio/lla), Je Stam (Man-
chester Uld/,
los (Real M

Madrid [ Brq il
Beckham (Mane '_ JU!def::ﬂ
Luis Figo (Real lﬂaﬂﬂd!Pﬂr)
Zinedine Zidane [Jullenumﬁ’ra).

Rivaldo [Barcelona/Bra) - Ap.
drei  Shevchenko Mi-
lan/Ukr). Gabriel Ballstuta (AS
Roma/ Arq)

European coach of the
year

Sir Alex Ferguson {Manq[m,
ter United) 33 votes, Sven-Ggo
Eriksson (Lazio)] 27, Hes
Cuper (Valencia) 16 -

European footballer of
year

Luis Figo [Real Mﬂdridfpaﬂ
45. Zinedine Zidane {Juven-
tus, Fra) 40, Alessandro Nesta
(Lazio/lta) 30

South American coach of
the year

Carlos Blanchi (Boca Junlors)

South American player of
the year

Romario
Gama ' Bra)

Vasco cla

Barca backs glad its over

BARCELONA. Jan
HRemers / Inter-
et Barcelona
detenders Sergl
Al Michael
Relziger have both
athmitted they wall be glad to see
thie baclk of 2000 a1 the Catalan
club.

SERG]
“It's heen a strangc
cult vear, . hﬂpt' we
doit't see another one like it for
L long time.
Laerea  startedl
irtes for  the
Lo vl oy 1o
Roal Madnd ¢o on to take the
Eorapein Cap utle for a record
cadhiely e atter beating Valen-

and diffi-
SEl e

2000 as fa-
Champions

see arch-rmivals

cia b an all=Spanish tinal,

They also missed out on the
Spatsh  leagoue 1o Deportivo
Coruna and made a controver -
sial exit from the King's Cup as
the cluh decided they could not

ficld a team for the sewifinal
secand leg against
Atletico Madrid because of

injurics and (mernational call-
]i]:‘-—.

e summer brought the
iraumatic departure ol Luds
Figo to Real Madrid -- a loss the
club has sull not come to terins

with -- as well as 1 departure

of unpopular bul experienced
aned successful coach Louis van
Gaal

Linder van Gaal's replace-
ment Llorenc Serra Ferrer.
Barca crashed out of 1the

Champions League at the first-
round stage for the third tine
i four years and they are cur-
rently fourth in the Spanish
First Division. five points be-
hin the leaders.

It hasnt been a gopd vear i

for me personally or for ‘thie
club,® said Sergi. who has
plaved for much of the current
season out of position as a
midtielder

“We haven't managed to win
a smigle title all season.

"You can always take a
positive look at it and say thal
playing for this club is a joy but
when vou don't win anvthing
it's not so good "

Dutehh  full-back
who has lost his place m

Reiziger,
Lhe

side following the departure of
his countrvman van Gaal, gave
All even more negatve assess.
ment of the last 12 months,
taking in international as well
as club disappomtments

"We lost the league. went out
of the Champions League and |
didint win anything with the

|

5 Roberto Car-

AZIGER
2000 ei-

VIICHAEL RE
Netherlands in Euro
ther., s.aid Reiziger.

I won a lot more in my per-
sonal life \
sccond child than | did o the
putel

i Biopanp A ot bener in

L wwant 1o tromsphe one thie

pite h and carry on winning off
i

]

with the birth of my

Iran federation bans nine

TEHRAN. Jan |

Flyg e Iroian
lowitballers ar-

.. rested alieg (Al
* ﬂ on-pitch  slugfest

i a bad-tempered
Tehran derby last week sparked
violent fan rioting were released
from jail Monday. reports AFP.

Parviz Bouroumand- and
Mohammad Navazi from Es-
theghlal and Hamid Estili of
bitter rivals Pirouzi were freed
atter a closed-door hearing in
court, judicial sources told AFP.

It was not inmunediately clear
it the legal charges against
them had been dropped

The trio were arrested and
reportedly charged with dis-
turbing the peace after the

brawl in Friday's match before
a sold-out crowd of 100,000
fans at Tehran's Azadi stadium
spilled over onto the terraces

Iran’s  football federation
meanwhile slapped the three.
as well as six other plavers from
the two sides, withh hefty sus-
pensions and fines

Boruronmand, the Esieghlal

keeper who set off the trouble
lwo minutes into extra time by
slugging Pirouzi striker Payan
Raalat in the face. got an un-

precedented  18-month  ban
while Navazi gol a one-year
‘*H‘*IH‘II'HHHI.

Esteghlal’s Valiollah
Salelina was handed a two-

o
j

HAMID ESTILI

month suspension while
other caimnates were
for two niatches.

Pirouzi's Estili was given a
nine-month ban. while team-
mates Mehdi Tartar and Nasser
Ebrahimi (six months each) and
Behrouz  Rahbarifard  ffour
months) were also sanctioned
bv the federation.

All were ardered to pay un-
specified fines as well.

Press reports said at least 60
spectators were also arrested
and more than 250 buses
which transported spectators to
the ground were wrecked as a
rot exploded following the wio-
lence on the pitely

\ South Korean referee had
rf*]'mrh dly been brought i spe-
cially to keep order in what is
traditionally  the most bad-
blooded fixture in the Iranian
foothall calendar.

Matches between the two
sides. who count much of Iran s
national side between them and
have a burning rivalry St ol F
g back some 30 vearse
frequently erupted in \ka

wo
banned

Light o

CONDON, .o |
Brinsh UOVer |
ment  documents
released on Mon-
clay by the Public
IRecords Office
nunder the O0-vear rule high-
hghted (he diplomatic  storm

causcd by an allegation of theft
against former England World
Cup skipper Bobby Moore, re-
poris AFP.

Moore, who led England o
victory (n the 1966 World Cuyp.
was arrested several davs be-
tore the start of the 1970 tour-
nament (n Mexico aceused of
stealing a bracelet from a hetel
ieweller's shop while the squad
wWas tnalising preparations in
Colombia

As a1 resullt he was Kept un-
der house arrest for two davs as
the British governmment uuder
Harold Wilson used the full
welght ol its political musele to
win his release

The papers. now avallable
for public viewing nfor the firs:
tie, show that a Foreign Office
telegram to Bogota hinted that
Colombian  law  “should be
stretelied” to allow Moore to be
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Moore scandal

~seen by a doctor and o avoid
the indignity of detention i jatl,

e ended up staving 0 the
homme of a Colombian fouball
ofhicial instead

A elegraun from the Forelgn
Oihce o cmbassy officials 1n
Bogota reads: "No subject mat-
ter s more calenlated to aronse
public interest here. You nust
gooon domg evervihing voun can
too hielp sort out what | orrast

30RBY MOORE

Hor Lughuui Seoring  rwo

was o aistnderstanding,
Moore s {0 N 1) L leanunate
Jark Charlton todld BBC radio

the squad had been amazod at
the allegation

FA othicials. who were with
the team m Bogota messaged
Lahour Priune Minister Wilson
mipressing upon him the une
portance ol resolving the atfair
as swiftly as possible.

Wilson was about to go in 1o
a General Election campaign
and within weeks he had lost
power to Edward Heathrs Con-
svmvalives

Moore mamtained his mno-
cence throughout and on lus

—

relcase he joined up with the

rest of the team

The Mexico campaign w:deg*
i lears., however., as i.:.llg}:l“
squandered a 240 lead to crash
32 to West Germany in the
quarter-tinals.  the  Gernmanps
CXACHNg revenge for their Went
bley deteat  the 1996 final.

Moore. who won 108 caps

werit the bulk of his careel

‘est Ham befon a-S‘lﬂ e
,,E‘r

antd s
with

with Fulham. died H\Bi |
caneer ngt*d S

sl
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