Rt

Iy i
4 Uy
" ' g
L =

i
9 ¥
'
i

after winning the o
four vears
perhaps the biggest winners ol
all

when

LONDON, Dec
J1 (Reuters): A
dramatic golden
goal ensured
the new century
1N soceer bepan
. with Fronce
again in the ascendant

France, world clicaupions in
TOOR. were crowned European

- champions for the first thue in

2000, winning an outstanding

B competition with a 2-1 win over

ftaly in Rotterdam

Real Macdrid became the first
European club champions of
the new century with a 3.0

wictory over Valencia in Paris in

the first European Cup final to
be contested by two teams trom
the samne country.

. Thelr record cighth success
in the tournament earned them
FIFA's “Team of the Century”

award.
Cameroon underlined theis
dominant position in Alrica

albeit with a controversial pen-
alty shootout victory over Nige-
‘ria in the Alrican Nations Cup
i March., and followed that up
with another penalty shootout
victory

V over Spain to win the
old medal in the Olvmpics in
veney in September

Zinedine Zidane. who in-

spired France to victory in Euro
2000 in similar fashion to his
heroics in the World Cup, was
named World Footballers
Year by FIFA foi
time.

of the
the second

Manchester United. who lost

their European crown to Real
bt
league for the
eight seasons, were judged by
Deloitte and
richest club in the world for the
third straight yvear with an an-
nual turnover ol
pounds (163.6 million dollars)
up from 87.9 million pounds
(129.7 million dollars) in 1999

won the English

sixth

premier
tine 1

Touche to bhe the

110.9 million

GERMANY GET
WORLD CUP

Germany wiloSt national
teamn failed abvsmallvy with a
first round exit at Earo 2000

mpetition

earlier "]IIf'I.'-_‘l'tI as

In Zurichh in Ialy FIFA

awarded them the right to stage

2006 World Cup finals
its Executive Comnuttee
voted 12-11 in thelir tavoar over
South Alrica
The result of that part ular

the

battle caused more fall-onut
than anvthing on the fheld ol
play in 2000. Charlie Dempsey
of New Zealand abstained

i "':udlil?}[

rather than veted tor U
Africafs as he had been mai
dated to do bv his Oceania
confederation of what
he called “intolerable pressure
brought to bear on him belore
the vote

If he had voted for South Al-
rica FIFA president Sepp
Blatier s casting would
have taken the World Cup to
Africa for the first timne. It will
now be at least another 10
vears before that can happen

Al the start of the new
tury ther

becausi

Vorle

cCell-

is no doubt that:soc-

cer's appeal {s greater than ever

~with the money wen involved in

the sport continually  looking
lor new markets to conguer
Manchester Lnfted this
monthh  announced a three-
match tour of the Far East next
summer but the reasons are

Ups & downs of the world game

place for two vears because of

current TV contract commit-
ments.

But some big clubs like La-
zio, Bayvern Munich and Ju-
ventus  have playved matches

this season In half-empty sta-
dinms and TV audiences are

falling.

The warning signs have
been there for some time and
although soccer will remain the
world's most  popular  sport,
there is no doubt it finds itself
on  the threshold of major
change.

A combo of photos showing FIFA president Sepp Blatter (L) congratulating Germany's bid
chief Franz Beckenbauer after the country got the right to host the football World Cup 2006
and (K. Charles Dempsey, whose suspicious act denied South Africa the World Cup.

not only altruistic,  Although
their many tans in the region
will get a rare chance to see the
team  play, the tour will no
doubt generate millions of dol-
lars in extra revenue from the
sale of replica shirts and sou-
Venirs

PLAYER POWER

And as the major clubs get
richer so do the plavers, whose
power is likely to be even fur-
ther enhanced by proposals
from the European Commission
on a plaver's right to end his
contracit

The impact that the new
regulations would have on the
global game can not be stressed
too highly with FIFA itself ad-
mitting {f it does not reach
agreement with Brussels the
sport will be thrown into chaos,

[ransiers will still take place
and domestic transiers between
clubs in the saime country are
urtlikely to be affected.

But the international scene
will be radically different with
arbitrary transfer fees replaced
by compensation lees, shorter
contracts, a new arbitration
system and transfers only per-
missibie worldwide during cer-
tain times ol the season.

Rules concerning the move-
ment of plavers into Europe
Irom South African, Alrica, Asia
or Australasia may also be
tightened, especially with re.
gard to leenagers

UEFA's Chief Executive
Gerhard Aigner, one ol the
most powerful and influential
men in the sport, sounded a
waming this week that UEFA
must consider reforming the

Champions League because
with 32 teams it is too big and
IS saturating the fixture list

can take

However no change

Zinedine Zidane and his
world

France team

was the toast of the
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JOHANNES-

- BURG. Dec 3]
(AFP): A roller-
.. coaster vear Ior
LS Africa saw Cam-
eroon collect Na-
tions Cup and Olympic gold
medals, 13 Zimbabweans die at
a Harare stadium and South

Africa pipped for the right to host
the 2006 World Cup

Hearts of Oak of Ghana won
the Champions League for the
first time with surprising east
and Zamalek of Egypt raised
their tally of Pan-African titles
to a record seven by hoisting
the Cup Winners Cup

JdS H.th_‘.'l!r' ol Algena became
only the second club after Es-
perance of Tunisia to win the

three major club trophies
adding the CAF Cup after a
stormy North Alfrican show-

down with Ismailia of Egypt

KRaja Casablanca of Morocco
lhad no luck in Brazil at the
first world club championship
with two of their three defeats
due to late goals scored by Afri-
cans representing Saudi and
Spanish clubs.

The dominance of Cameroon
at the highest level was re-
flected in the African Footballer
of the Year poll with Patrick
Mboma, Lauren Maver, Samuel
Eto'n and Geremi Njitap filling
the top four places

But an unknown footballer
counld have a much greater
long-term impact on the game
as Andre Coetzee became the
Bosman of Africa by winning a
Cape Town court case that
brought freedom to out-of-
contract South African plavers

The shock result of the vear
arrived at  junior level with
Ghana - [first twice, second
twice and third once in the last
five world championships
bundled out in the first quali-
fving round by little Gambia

Cheating al under-age level
contimued with Chad disquali-
fled from the vouth champion-
ship after an eight-goal manl-
ing of Libva, who were rein-
stated only to concede 11 goals
against Burkina Faso

Perennial underachievers
Zimbabwe ended a 15-year
trophy drought by winning the

Lions

Castle Cup Southern Africa
championship after a couple of
emphatic over a Le-
sotho team sullering from se-
vere stage fright

An all-Uganda final to the
East arld Central Africa Senior
Challenge Cup in Kampala
[T duced a 'I't‘.'f:-i_rc;.iI viclory lor

Vicliories

the senior team in a tourna-
ment so hampered by cash
problemns that the Rwandan

team had to pay for an ambu-
lanc
A lack of funds
dubious distribution of
Hicagrt continued to
bedevil the most popular sport
on the continent with West Af-
rica forced to postporie the fi-
nals of its club championship
Women s football was on the
verge ol celebrating a chhampi-
onship full of goals when crowd
trouble over a disputed goal
lorced the abandonment of the
linal with holders Nigeria two

and the of-
1211
resSoOnrces

goals ahead of hosts South
Alrica
Cameroon made a quick

inipression on the biennial Na-
tions Cup, dominating co-hosts
Ghana in the opening encoun-
ter only to be deprived of vic-
tory by a series of extraordinary
11115505 -

The Indomitable Lions
( |||1-.,lj!'{| IRI]["\ {’-f'clt“pl -.!'"j t]ll‘i
shrugped off a shock defeat

against Togo to reach the final
by eliminating dogged Algeria
and disappointing Tunisia in
the knockout stages.

Co-losts Nigeria displayed

mixed form en route to the
showpiece, falling to score in
S0 minutes apgainst minnows

Congo, but 1aking less than 90
seconds 1o penetrate a wuch-
vaunted South African rear-
guayd,

Home advantage tilted the
pre-matceh scales in favour ol
the Super Eagles, not that it
had much effect on Cameroon,
who were two goals ahead
midway through the first half
thanks to Eto'o and Mboma.

Goals by Raphael Chukwu

and Augustine 'Jay Jay' Oko-

cha just before and after half-
time brought the teams level
and the mereasingly fatigued
combatants could not produce
a winner, even during 30 min-

1tes ot extra time.

Slow-motion television re-
plavs suggested a Victor lkpeba
Kick in the penalty shootout
crossed the line after striking
the underside of the crossbar,
but the Tunisian referee
thought otherwise

Fittingly, llon-hearted Cani-
eroon captain and defender
Rigobert Song stepped forward
to blast the ball past Ike Sho-
runmu and give his country a
4-3 victory on penalties and
leave Lagos resembling a mas-
SIVE 1morgue

Penalties also played a deci-
sive role in the Svdney Olym-
pics as a squad composed ol
under-23 players plus three
over-age stars pipped Spain to
emulate Nigeria and become
the second successive champi-
ons from Africa.

Cameroon had to play catcl
up this time as they fell behind
in 80 seconds and were lucky
to be just two goals adrift at
half-time as Carlos Kameni, 16.
the third choice at French Sec-
ond Division club Le Havre,
saved a penalty.

An own goal brought hope to
the Africans, six minutes later
Eto'o restored equality and
when Spain had two players
sent off before extra time, it
seemed only a matter of time
before Cameroon struck gold.

The golden goal never ar-
rived, however, and once again
the Cameroonians had to en-
dure a shootout that ended
with Italy-based defender Pierre
Wome scoring and giving his
country their most significant
international success.

Mboma was among the over-
age Olympic heroes and can-
tered to first place in the an-
nual Footballer of the Year poll
among media and technical
comimittee members of the Afri-

can Football Confederation
(CAF),
The striker who arrived at

Italian Serie A club Parma this
vear via Paris Saint Germain,
Chateaurounx, Metz, Gamba
Osaka and Cagliarl collected
123 voles, 87 more than Arse-
nal midfielder Lauren.

When South Africa took a
two-goal lead over Zimbabwe
B3 minutes into a World Cup

pride of Africa

qualilier, fans pelted bottles at
celebrating plavers and police
responded by firing seemingly
endless canisters of teargas.

With almost 60,000 specta-
tors trving to flee the National
Stadium, a tragedy was inevi-
table, and it appeared almost
irrelevant when South Africa

were  officially awarded the
points five months later.
Just four days before the

Harare disaster. South Alricans

SYDNEY., Dee 31: (Reuters):
Australia put in an early bid for
the title of “team of the century”
with an amazing sequence of
wins in the vear 2000 confirm-
g their place as the world's
best cricket-playing nation.

Steve  Waugh's men won

| cach of their eight Tests in the

opening vear of the 21st cen-
tury to set a world record of 14
consecutive victories after win-
ning their last six Testls (n
1999,

The Australian limited-overs
team. World Cup champions in
1999, also continued on their
merry way, setting a world rec-
orcd of 14 matehes without de-
feat i the one-day game to
complete a unique double that
will surely take some beating,

With none of theilr opponents
able  to  seriously  challenge
them. Australia's plavers had to
go hack In thme to discover new
challenges

By setting new standards in
both the Test and one-day are-
nas. Waugh's men ecarned 1he
right to be considered amongp
the best teams ever. althougl
no-one. inclading the captam

IS quite prepared 1o declare
them the greatest ever,

“I won't sayv were (he best
cricket side ever and I'd never
say that. But we'd compete

against any team that's plaved
before us.” Waugh said.

The Aussies began the vear
withh an innings victory over
Sachin Tendulkar's Indians in
Svdney to complete a 3-0 series
whitewash after doing the same

to Pakistan over the previous
two months.
They lost their opening

match of the domestic triangu-
lar one-day tournament with
Pakistan and India but won
their next nine in a row to claim
the series, then went on to
break England's 1991-92 world
record of 12 one-day matches
without defeat during the tour
of New Zealand.

Australla won four of their
first five matches in the six-
game series, with the other
washed out., before their run
ended on 14 when the under-
rated Kiwis won the final match
alter a brilliant display by Chris
Cairns. now recognised as the
best all-rounder in the sport.

Australias disappointment
over the ending of their one-day
streak was short-lived as the
two teams turnmed their atten-
tion to the three-match Test
series.

The tourists triumphed in a
see-saw first Test in Auckland
by 62 runs. then won the sec-
ond and third Tests by six
wickets to complete their first
clean-sweep i1 New Zealand
and move to within one win of
West Indies world recéard of 11
consceutive Test wins. set dur-
g the early 1980s

With Svdnev hosting  the
Olvmpics.  Australias  plavers
were givenn the winter ofl al-
though most went to England to
pick up some extra cash play-
g county cricket.

Their only international
commitments were a three-
match one-day series in South
Alrica. which the Proteas worn
Z2-1. a return series plaved in-
doors 1 Australia which ended
in a te. and the ICC knockout
in Kenya. where Australia suf-
fered a surprise quarter-final
exil.

Australia returned to the
Test arena in November, taking
on West Indies in Brisbane in
the first of five Tests.

The once-mighty West Indi-
ans arrived with an appalling
record in matches away from
home but confidently predicted
they would end Australia’s win-
ning run and protect the world
record set by their predeces-
SOrs.

But despite boastinﬁz a team
that included master batsman
Brian Lara and world record
wicket-taker Courtney Walsh,
Australia won the match by an
innings inside three days to
equal their record.

They claimed it outright with
another innings victory in the
second Test in Perth, then
stretched it to 14 by winning in
Adelaide and Melbourne to fin-

AWESOME AUSTRALIANS: .Jason (illespie (R) shows a stump in appreciation Lo the crowd’s

applause after slaughterine the Windies in the fourth Test. -~ AFP ph@
AUSTRALIA’S TEST RECORD IN 2000 g
Elﬂ}'cd Won Drew Loig =
8 0 ]

drd Test v India. Sydney. January 2-4 2000 - won by innings and 141 runs.

Ist Test v Neww Zealand, Auckland, March 11-15 2000 - won by 62 runs.

2" Test v New Zealand. Wellington. March 24-28 2000 - won by 6 wickets

3 Tesl v New Zealand. Hamilton. March 31-April 4 2000 - won by 6 wickels.

I~ Test v Wesl Indies. Brisbane, November 23-25 2000 - won by innings and 126 runs.
2" Test v Wesl Indies, Perth, December 1-3 2000 - worn by innings and 27 runs.

3 Test v Wesl Indies. Adelaide, December 15-19 2000 - wwon b five wickets.

4" Test v West Indies, Melbourne, December 26-29 - won by 352 runs.

AUSTRALIA'S ONE-DAY RECORD IN 2000

Plaved Won
23 15

V Pakistan. Brisbane, January 9 - lost by 45 runs.
12 - won by 28 runs.

V India, Sydney, January 14 - won by ﬁyu

V Pakistan, Melbourne, January 16 - won by six wickets.

V Pakistan, Sydney, January 19 -~ won by 81 runs.
V Pakistan, Melbourne, Janua

V India, Melbourne, January

V India, Adelaide, January
V India, Perth. January

ry 23 - won by 15 runs.
26 -won by 152 runs.

31 - won by four wickets.

V Pakistan, Melbourne, February 2 - won by six wickets.

MATCH BY MATCH

Tied Lost No Result § .8
| H -

MATCH BY MATCH

e wickets.

V Pakistan. Sydney, February 4 - won by 152 runs.

V New Zealand, Wellington. Feb
V New Zealand. Auckland, February
V New Zealand, Dunedin, February

V New Zealand. Napier, March 1 - won
V New Zealand, Auckland. Ma ]

17 - No result.
19 - won by five wickets.
23 - won by 50 runs.

by five wickets.

V New Zealand, Christchurch, February 26 - won by 48 runs. =
T

V South

Africa, Durban, April 12 < lost by six wicicets.
V South Africa. Cape Town, April 14 - won by five wickets. :
V South Africa, Johannesburg. April 16 - lost by four wickets. 3

' I
N
Mae N k.

| " = 4

V South Africa, Melbourne, August 16 - won by 94 runs. j
V South Africa. Melbourne, August 18 - match tied. -
V South Africa, Melbourne. August 20 - lost by 8 runs. -3F

V India. Natrobi. October 7 - lost by 20 runs.

Leg spinner Shane Warne,
one of Wisden's five plavers of
the 20th century. passed
Dennis Lillee's Australian rec-
ord of 390 Test wickets during
the tour of New Zealand.

Paceman Glenn McGrath
finished the year in hot pursuit
of Warne, passing the 300-
wickel milestone with a hattrick
in the second Test against West
Indies.

Wicketkeeper Adam Gilchrist
also set an Australian record of
10 dismissals in the third Test
against New Zealand while
Steve Waugh's unbeaten cen-
tury in the Melbourne Test took
him past Vivian Richards and
into fifth place on the list of all-
time run scorers.

Reluctant to compare his
side to great teams from other
eras, Waugh said history would
be the ultimate judge of just
how good the Australians of
2000 were.

“In time it will be recognised
for what we've done. In 20 years
people will probably sayv yeah,
that was a pretty good side,
Waugh said.

“At the moment I think peo-

— — ——
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The year in statsit

SYDNEY. Dec 31 (Reuters): Australia

2000 as the mos! successful tean in

finslied
A .
world Test |3 i
cricket. winning all their eight matches d
South Africa and England were the next best
with six wins apiece although both teams played i |
- nmore games. Zimbabwe and Bangladesh were |
the only countries not to win a Test in 2000
'akistan's Inzamamul Haq finished the vear as the lead-
g run scorer with 1.090 while Sri Lankan spin bowler
Muttiahh Muralitharan was the leading wicket taker with 75.
Andrew Flower registered the highest individual score

wept publicly when Germany | ish the year with a perfect rec- ple are taking it a little bit for
were chosen as 2006 World | ord of eight wins from eight Test . granted, saying ““i’ ‘“hf;r sides
Cup hosts by 12 votes 1o 11 matches. : DL ROl gt li H}il. " lﬂ'l't'}j tls;
with  octogenarian  Charles Australia’s  players  also bribery and matc ", .‘{fng'l, __éd
Dempsey from New Zealand achieved a host of indiwdyal the bottom line l'b \\*lt'\fl‘ play
AbatRina e, records and milestones during great cricket ... we play aggres-
e the year 2000. sively and we play to win.
5

;'\r

Lauren Eteme Maver of Cameroon leads his team’s celebration after victory was secured in the
tie-breaker against Spain during the Sydney 2000 football final.
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with an unbeaten 232 against India while his Zimbabwean t -'
teammate Paul Strang returned the best individual bowling =3
figures with his 8-109 against New Zealand. 3
Team performances (collate as matches played. won, 'ﬂf
drew, lost, winning percentage) - :
Australia 8 8 0 0 X :
South Africa 11 6 2 5 1%;3;22 1
England 12 6 2 1 50.00 a
India 5 2 3 ] 33.33 .’.
Sri Lanka 10 3 1 3 30.00 ;
West Indies 14 4 7 3 28.57
New Zealand 9 2 5 2 2299 -
Pakistan 12 3 1 5 25 .00 f
Zimmbabwe G 0 6 3 0 00 |‘
Bangladesh ] 0 ] 0 0.00 '
ighest innings totals ' i
6d-609 India v Zimbabwe, N.’lﬂ]\”r r
8d-600 Pakistan v Sri Lanka. Galle :
od-552 Australia v India, Svdnev r
522 Sri  Lanka v South Africa. Galle
7d-487 New Zealand v Zimbabwe Wellington
*d-declared
Leading run scorers (collate as pla er, country,
matches played, innings, not outs, rung. l{ighest scng,
90s, 100s, average) -
Inzamamul Haq (Pakistan) 12 18 1 1090 142 & 4 8056
Andrew Flower (Zimbabwe) 39 16 3 1045 232 5 92 an%B :
Michael Atherton (England) 12 21 1 Qa0 136 5 3 4950
Yousutf Youhana (Pakistan) 12 18 1 839 124 5 4. 49 ﬁ:, !
Jacques Kallis (South Afnca) 11 18 2 780 160 3 2 48 ré ;1.
Highest individual scores (collate as score, plaver, §
country, opposition) . .
232 Flower (Zimbabwe) v India. Nagpur . |
223 Justin Langer (Australia) v India. Svdnev f,l
207 Marvan Atapattu (Sri Lanka) v Pakistan Kandy v
201 Sachin Tendulkar (India) v Zimbabwe. Nagpur | P
200 Rahul Dravid (India) v Zimbabwe. Delhi L
Highest partnerships 'ﬁ:
335 LIst} Atapattu/Sanath Javasuriva (Sri Lank: : .'
Pakismn.II{nmly ' R i
249 (3rd) Dravid/ Tendulkar (India) v Zimbabwe, Nagpur ;;!
222 (5th) Nathan Astle /Craig McMillan (New Zealand) v B
Zimbabwe, Wellington ,‘}
219 (1st) Imran Nazir/Mohammad Wasim (PaKistan) v %
West Indies. Bridgetown : ' k‘;_
213 (3rd) DI‘El\'illi’Tt‘Ilﬁ‘lllkHI' v Zimbabwe, Delhi ¢

Leading wicket takers (collate
matches played. overs, maidens.
best figures).

Muttah Muralitharan (Sn Lanka) 10

as playver, country, &1
runs, wickets, average, i 3

147

| 1463 75 195 7.4
Courtney Walsh (West Indies) 14 5833 184 1234 66 187 £.o4
Darren Gough (England) 12 37153 65 1152 48 240 s5.1p0
Shaun Pollock (South Africa) 11 3845 145 819 42 195 4.
Glenn McGrath (Austraia) 8 2920 106 608 39 156 £47
Best bowling in an innings
8-109  Paul Strang (Zimbabwe) v New Zealand. Bulawayo
8-164 Saqlain Mushtaq (Pakistan) v England, Lahore -
;:; h[-I)uraHIllmran v South Africa. Galle. -

: aniel Vettort (New Zealand) v Aus a. Auck
-17 McGrath v West Indies, Brisbane. et o

Best bowling in a match

3-171  Muralitharan v South Alrica. Galle. !
12-149  Vettori v Australia, Auckland. 4
11-110 Wasim Akram (Pakistan) v West Indies. Antigua

LI-161 Muralitharan v South Alrica. Durban By /
10-27 MeGrath v West Indies. Brisbane. &




