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Snowstorms hamper life in NE America

NEW YORK, Dec 31: A record
snowstorm, the Northeast's [irst
major winter storm in live years,
dumped more then 60 centi-
metres of snow in central New
Jersey, canceling hundreds of

ts and slowing motorists to a
crawl, reports AP.

Philadelphia declared a snow
emergency, and New York sent
National Guard troops to the
southeast corner of the state. All
of the New York City area’s major
alrports were closed.

“It's too dangerous, people's
lives are at stake,” .bus driver
James McCain said after a har-
rowing trip into New York City
from Montclair, New Jersey. He

t stuck behind another skid-
ing bus on the ramp Into the
Port Authority Bus Terminal in
Manhattan and his 11 passen-
gers got out and walked.

Others chose Lo
brighter side.

“You don't hear a sound in the
world,” said Jeffrey Greene, 56, of
Merion. Pennsylvania, as he
walked two kilometres to his
syvnagogue. ‘There's nothing
quite like a walk In the morming
with a new snow. The world
sSeems so pure, so beautiful.”

In many ways, it was a day
best t-n|mc~d h\ children. Sev-
enty-flve youngsters flocked to a
small hill in Linwood, New Jersey
to fly down on sleds and tobog
gans.

"Even though it's not that big
of a hill, it's still pretty slippery
slidey,” said I4-year-old Lisa
Grossman.

see Lhe

As much as 62 centimetres of

snow had fallen by mid-
alternoon at Randolph in central
New Jersey's Morris County, and
more than a

Pennsylvania and Connecticut.”

New York City's Central Park
had 30 centimetres by early
afternoon, a record for the date,
before the snowfall eased and
started turning to slush. And
Newark, New Jersey collected a
record with 34 centimetres;
Bridgeport, Connecticut, had a
record 22 centimetres.

US President Bill Clinton,
meanwhile, took measures (o
help Insulate Americans coping
with snow, ice and frigld temper-
atures from what he said may
become the coldest winter in

yvears releasing an additional
dirs 300 million In emergency
aid.

"None of us can control the
weather. But all of us are respon-
sible for how we respond to and
prepare for it,” he said in his
m_tkh' radio address on Satur-
day. "With the actions I am tak-
ing, the federal government Is
fulfilling its responsibility.”

The last big storm to hit the
Northeast was on Jan 7, 1996,
when 48 centimetres of snow fell
on New York City. Last winter, the
city got a mere 33 centimetres for
the whole season.

The central East Coasl
escaped the expected brunt of
Saturdav's storm because |l
:im‘rlnlx-;d [arther north and east
than forecast. The morning sky

15 centmetres
accumulated In parts ol eastern

was clear in Washington and
Marrisburg, Pennsylvania,
while snow extended from
southern New Jersey and east-
ern Pennsylvania to the south-
ern tip of Maine.

Kara Grossman (ook a train
from Waltertown, Massachu-
setts, to Newark. "It was kind of
scary looking out the windows,”
she sald. "You couldn't see
anything. It was all white. We
thought we were ina cloud.”

New York Mayor Rudolph
Giullani discounted any specu-
lation that the weather might
cancel the New Year's Eve cele-
bration In Times Square. "Al-
lhou;,h it's cold, it's not unbear-
able,"” he told reporters,

Philadelphia Mayor John
Streel declared a snow emer-
gency, meaning only emergency
vehicles were allowed down-
town.

New York Gov. George Patakl
activated 180 National Guard
troops with 26 vehicles to help
in southeastern New York.

"You can't see any ol the
runways, it's complelely white”
would-be traveler Kristin Foschi
said from a terminal at New
York's LaGuardia alrport. "By the
time a plow completes a circle,
It's covered again. It's really quite
entertaining.”

Newlyweds Time and Tracy
Scanlon of Morris Plains, New
Jersey, were stuck at Newark
International Airport because the
snow grounded their flight to the
Cayman Islands for their 10-day
honeymoorn.

Pedestrians brave the snowstorms on their way about town. (Internet photo)

Philadelphia’s alrports stayed
open but airlines there reported
delays and cancellations. Amtrak
canceled Metroliner service
between New York and Washing-
ton although most other trains
kept running. New Jersey Transit
suspended bus service in several
countles and bus service In and
out of the Port Authority In
Manhattan was suspended.

Resldents had plenty of warn-
ing that the slorm would be
formed by the combination of one
weather system that had plas-
tered the upper Midwest with
snow and another that spread ice
across the south-central states.

Highway and street crews were
ready with hundreds of trucks
and plows and people jammed
stores as they slocked up on

supplies.

Elsewhere, people across the
South continued to deal with the
altermath of the storms that hit
earlier in the week, killing at least
40 people. Electric workers
fought bitter cold and ice for a
fith day as they struggled to
restore power (o tens of thou-
sands of homes In Arkansas,
Oklahoma and Texas.

The Emir of Bahrain Sheikh Hamad bin Issa al-Kh: 1I:f1 -~mlle s at th opening of the Zlht (:u]f
Cooperation Council (GCC) summit in M INAMma on December 30. The Emir opened the summit with a

call for increased cooperation in the region's economy and defence

- AFP photo

Gulf leaders urge Saddam to

prove "peaceful intentions"

MANAMA., Dec 31: Arab lead-
ers closed the 21st summit of the
Gullf Cooperation Council In
Bahrain today with a call for Iraq
to prove Its peaceful intentions
towards the six GCC member
states, reports AFP.

In their closing statement, the
rulers invited the regime of Iraq|
President Saddam Hussein to
“prove its peaceful intentions
towards its neighbours,” espe-
cially Kuwalit, which Baghdad
occupled from August 1990 to
February 1991.

Entitled "The case ol Iraq and
the consequences of the Iraqi
occupation of Kuwait,” the final
declaration called for a "cqmpre-
hensive dialogue” h(*hl.-*{*{*ﬁ Iraq
and the United Nations to exam-
ine all pending Issues "with a view

to a lifting of sanctions” imposed
on Iraq a decade ago.

The text also urged Baghdad to
‘respect the sovereignty and
independence of Kuwalt" and to
apply UN Security Council reso-
lutions, notably concerning arms
control and "Kuwaliti citizens and
nationals of other countries who

are elther prisoners-of-war or
disappeared” during the Iraqi
occupation.

Kuwait said 600 of its citizens
and nationals of other countries
disappeared during the seven-
month-long Iraqi occupation.
Iraq acknowledged that it held
prisoners from this period but
said it has lost track of their
whereabouls.

Iraq continues lo block a UN
arms inspection team [rom

searching weapons facilities,
despite a 1999 UN offer to end
sanctions il the country permits
the resumption of Inspections.

And Baghdad regularly
denounces Kuwalt and Saudi

Arabla for serving as a base for US
and British warplanes that
enforce a no-fly zone on southern
Iraq.

The GCC leaders also
expressed readiness to take part
in any humanitarian initiative

aimed at easing the “sulfering of

the brotherly Iraqgil people” and to
"work for the end of these suffer-
ings In the [ramework of the UN
resolutions.”

They added the "need to
respect Iraq's independence and
its territorial integrity” and "“their
opposition to any interference in
its internal matters.”

Black voters' challenge for Bush Norway to revive peace
bid for Sri Lanka

Statistics concerning the vot from south
ing patterns of black voters in  didn't
the United States look set to test the ave
President-elect George W Bush' s
boast to be a leader who can unite

the country, report a gencics.

Florida.,
to ‘Annie May,
rage black woman. He
sald Bush could only succeed If
he did twice as much lor Alrican-

translate

sald they
all-time low nationwide.
some of Miami's black ghettos,

the jobless rate is 70 per cent.

Bush could improve his ratings

Nine out of 10 blacks |
voted for Al Gore, accord-
ing to an opinion poll
carried out just after the
US Supreme Court settled
the election.

Only per cent of blacks
believe that Bush
fairly. Thirty-nine per cent
think he won on a techni-
cality, and 50 per cent are
convinced he the
election.

Many subscribe to the
view ol Benny Thompson,
an African-American
congressman from Missis
sipp'i, Al a post-election
rally in Miami, Thompson
said that the electoral
irregularities in Florida
were reminiscent of the
old, racist Deep South.

Bush's choices of Gen 2
eral Colin Powell, as Secre-
tary of State, and
Condoleezza Rice, as
National Security Advisor,
have done nothing Lo
soothe African-American [ears.

As he accepled his nomination,
General Powell said he was proud  for
lo have become the first black
man to hold such an important
office, but some members of the
House of Representatives black
caucus describe the appol
niments as tokenism.

Al C Hastings, a congressiman

WOrIl
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have
(Internet photo)

minorities
president.
That would

housing.

been disenfranchised

Americans as Bill Clinton, who is
perceived as having done more

black communities to share in
America’'s unprecedented
perity and to address their con-

cerns over jobs, education and

with Alrican-Americans |{f
his administration can
ensure that there will be no
repeat of the voling irregu-
larities that have re-opened
the nation's racial divide.
But, if he is serious about
implementing the more
controversial elements of his
manifesto such as the $1.3
trillion tax cut and social
security reform, the presi-
dent-elect will need to split
the opposition and attract
votes from conservative,
white Democrats in Con-
BIESS.

Bush Is under pressure
| from hard-line Republicans
| to fulfill his campaign prom-
| 1ises, but the price of doing so
! will be to further
| Alfrican-Americans.

allenate

——]

'\Lmﬂ. an African-American feel lhd'[ they

The manner of Bush's
victory most probably means
that he will never manage Lo
win over a community
which [eels so badly cheated.

in Florida.

After the chaos in Florida, the

tharn anv other new administration is f!'t.]'“l._}(_".l o
ensure that every vote really does
mean ]"It--ir“]"['u cournt In the ]IJ‘UIt and Bush

knows that right now nine out of
10 blacks are hoping that the
voting systems will work properly
in 2004 so thal they can send him
straight back to Texas.

Ilr{l‘-'r

Unemployment may be at an |
but, in

COLOMBO, Dec 31: Norway is
making fresh bid to revive a shaky
peace process in Sri Lanka,
reports here sald today as the
military claimed further territo-
rial gains in a new offensive
against Tiger rebels, reports AFP.

Norway's special envoy, Erik
Solheim, was due to make new
suggestions to break the
impasse, including the establish-
ment of an international panel to
monitor a truce, the Sunday
Leader newspaper said.

The peace process was dead-
locked over the question of "de-
escalating” the conflict, which
has claimed over 60,000 lives in
the past two decades.

The separatist Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)

guerrillas and the Colombo gov-
ernment have said they were
willing to enter "unconditional”
talks, but the rebels mainiain
that de-escalation is a pre-
requisite.

The LTTE mounted pressure
on the Colombo government by
declaring a unilateral one-month
truce from Christmas Day, ask-
ing the international community
to push Sri Lanka into reclprocat-
ing it.

Instead of holding its fire, the
military mounted a major offen-
sive on the sixth day of the
ceasefire, claiming the recapture
of a strategic bridge in the Jaflna
peninsula.

The Sunday Leader newspaper
sald Norway's Solheim Is o
undertake another visit to Sri
Lanka with a set of new proposals

- —

on breaking the stalemate.

It quoted "western diplomatic
sources” as saying that Oslo had
suggested setting up an interna-
tional committee to monitor the
preliminary phase of a "de-
escalation” process,

"It is learnt that Norway, in
consultation with some other
nations displaying a keen interest
and concern over resolving the
Sri Lankan conflict, has evolved a
three-tiered plan, which would be
made available to the Sri Lankan
government for its consideration
and possible approval,” the
Leader said.

Further press reports said
under Norway's fresh initiative,
the Tigers were to halt attacks in
Sinhalese-majority areas while
the government would have to lift
an economic embargo on areas
held by the rebels before opening
talks.

Colombo reported that its
military offensive launched just
before the LTTE's ceasefire went
into effect on Christmas Day
claimed the lives of more than
150 Tiger rebels for the loss of 25
soldlers.

Following fresh action on Sat-
urday, defence ministry spokes-
man Sanath Karunaratne said
troops have now taken two areas
of more than 50 square Kilo-
metres (19 square miles) at

Thanankilappu and Ariyalal.

"There wasn't much resistance
and we are now in the process of
mnwlldaling and clearing the
areas,” Karunaratne said
Sunday.

500 weavers
make world's
largest carpet

TEHRAN, Dec 31: A team of
500 Iranian weavers has created
what is reportedly the world's
largest hand-made carpet, a 22-
ton masterwork valued at 5.3
million dollars, a newspaper said
today, reports AFP.

The weavers took three years to
fashion the gigantic work, which
measures more than 5,000
square metres-- the equivalent of
25 tennis courts -- and Is com-
prised of more than 1.7 billion
knots, the Iran Daily said.

The carpet was sent Saturday
to Oman, where it is destined for
the Azam mosque In the capital of
Muscat, the paper sald.

Mor1 receives
time capsule
letter

TOKYO, Jan 1: Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori has
received a letter sent 15 years ago
by his predecessor, urgin 5

Japanese leader in the 21st
century to help bring worldwide
peace, reports AFP.

In his New Year messa e.
Mori said he had received
letter Wednesday placed by thcn
prime minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone in a time capsule at
Tsukuba University, north of
Tokyo.

"In the letter, he expressed
hope that a prime minister in the
.Zlbl century will help achieve
peace and prosperity of the
world,” Mori said,

China looks forward to new century with hope, confidence

BELJING, Dec 31: China, one of the world's oldest
civilisations, Is returning to the world stage In a
giant man's pace aller having experienced the ups
and downs of the 20th century and will draw more
altention with greater progress in a new century
beginning tomorrow, reports Xinhua.,

China was once a powerful country in the orient.
Before the Rome Empire crumbled and the western

civilisation entered a long night of darkness, the
Chinese civilisation was al its height.
Westerners ol Lthe Medleval era were deeply

Impressed with Marco Polo's description of China
being a great and proud nation where sclence was
then highly developed, people led a prosperous life,
knowledge was respected and management of state
was orderly, which eventually prompted Vasco Da
GCama (1469-1524), a Portuguese navigator, Lo set
sall for the country.

However, the outcome was an unexpected catas
trophe: the collision of clvilisations ushered bruise-
covered China in the 20th century.

Late Chinese historian Hu Sheng noted, "The
20th century is a century when China suffered the
most In its hlatur}« and is also a period of tirme when
Chinese people began to make attempts in order o
save China and prevent Chinese nation from extinge-
tion.”

Hu also pointed out that it Is also a century China
is full of hope

A major turn for the better In China's drive to
rejuvenate the Chinese nation occurred in the 20th

_ Century. Marxism replaced Confucianism to become

the most powerful Ideological force in China, and its
application to China's actual sftuation helped the
founding of the People’s Republic of China on Oclo-
ber 1, 1949.

In the past 50 years, the Chinese nation, with a
civilisation of 5,000 years, has once again risen in
the world whll{ the nation has achleved fantastic
historical progress marked by sulficient grain sup-
ply (o the natlon, salellites orbiting in space, and
Hong Kong and Macao's return to motherland.

The passing 20th century is an era featuring
drastic accumulation of riches of mankind. China
has drawn the attention of economists around the
world with its fast economlic progress. In the past 50
years, China's average annual economic growth
speed is two times and a half of that of the world's
average.

In 2000, China is expected to stand in the seventh
place in the world in terms of gross economic volume
and placed second In terms of forelgn exchange
reserves, Most of the Chinese people lead a better-
off life and the 100-year dream of realising moderni-
satlion will soon become a reality.

China had been the world's No 1 strong economic
nation for 14 centurles and continued to lead the
world with Its riches untll the first hall of 19th cen-
tury. It 1s sald that China’'s return Into the world
slage Is an Inevitable fact and China's takeoff in the
new century will be even more splendid and fascl-
nating.

The 20th century Is a time leaturing globallsation
tendeney. China has changed from a complacent,

become one of the countries that suflered the most

Isreali army shoots s
| Fatah leader to dea h

GAZA CITY, Dec 31 : An official in Palestinian leadcerrArﬂau
Fatah movement was shot dead today by the Israell mﬁz
both sides said. In a killing the Palestinians angrily

“mil terrorism’, report a

ﬁtz?l?et Thabet, a doctor ﬂﬁﬁcaded Fatah in the tmm of Tulkarem
and was director general of the Palestinians' health ministry, was shot
dead with five bullets (o the chest at less than 300-metre range,
sources close Lo Fatah sald.

Israell public radio said Israell officlals had confirmed their soldiers
had killed Thabet.

The Kahanes' car was riddled with bullets as it travelled to Jerusa-
lem from thelr home in Kfar Tapouakh settlement, near Nablus.

Thelr car overturned and crashed into a ditch, Thabet died at the
scene and his wife, Talia, was pronounced dead at a Jerusalem hospl-
tal. Five of their children were also lnl] ured.

Israel has killed several leaders of Palestinian factions over the past
few weeks, as a Palestinlan Intifada, or uprising, continues in the
occupled territories.

“These Israell erimes are proof of Israel’s state terrorism,” palﬁuﬂ-
lan cabinet secretary Ahmad Abdel Rahman said.

“The Palestinian Authority and Fatah promise the M'tyr'lhabct
they will continue the intifada unul Israel’'s policy of military terrorism
Is defeated,” he told AFP.

Top Arafat aide Nabil Abu Rudeina sald Israel was responsible for

“political murders.”

“We hold the Israeli government responsible for continued attacks
and murders, which are going to bring catastrophlc reactions ... and
destroy efforts to save the peace process,” he sald.

Some 2,000 demonstrators took to the streets of Ramallah, where
Fatah's West Bank leader Marwan Barghouthi told them that Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak was personally responsible | forthe killing,

"Through this action, he has opened the gates of hell,” he said.

Meanwhile Palestinian communication minister Imad F;J‘uéjl sald
Sunday that killing Jewish settlers was "a Palestinian right” called
on settlers to leave before being killed. {

“Killing settlers is a Palestinian right. It will never be safe for any

seltler on our Palestinian land,” Faluji told reporters.
He called on settlers to leave "Palestine before leaving in caskets.”
Faluji s a member of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's Fatah fac-
tion, but was formerly part of the militant movement Hamas and is
considered sympathcuc tothe Islamisls

conservative and isolated stale Into an open one.
Following its foreseeable accession into the World
Trade Organisation, the leading position of China,

with a population of 1.3 billion, in the world's eco-
nomic setup will eventually be established.
Having fostered economic and trade relations

with 227 countries and reglons in the world, China
Is placed second in the world for six running years in
terms of the Inflow of foreign direct investment (FDI),
and more than 200 out of the world's top 500 trans-
national corporations have settled down in China.

In opinion of Chinese economist Hu Angang,
China has succeeded In a major cross-century
cholce,

The 20th century is an era of great changes for
mankind, but the earth-shaking changes in China
are the most impressive. China has made unique
contributions to socialist movement. Under the
banner of socialism, China, the world's third largest
country in terms of territory, has not only won Inde-
pendence, but also successfully solved the problem
of providing one fifth of the world's total population
with enough to eal and wear. It has become stronger
and stronger.

Forefgn medla comment that China's road serves
world as a model. What happened In China this
century are surely to affect the pattern ofworld in
the new millennium,

In the 20th century, the mankind for the first time
mastered the technologlies to destroy itself, and
created the form of world wars o push clvilisation to
the edge of extinction. China has on one hand

misery and most sacrifices, and on the other hand
become one of the countries that have been fighting
for Its Independence and sovereignty and making
benefits for mankind.

In the latter half of the 20th century, the increas-
ingly strong New China has upheld justice in the
world affairs, advocated peace and development in
the multi-polar world, and has therefore been con-
sidered by foreign media as the "lactor of stability”
and to "have changed the balance of force”.

Ji Xianlin, a Chinese scholar of culture, said: "At
this moment, a great number of bewildered people
once again turn their eyes to the orient in a bid to
find a way out in the old traditions featuring a har-
mony of the mankind and the nature, and human
belngs' care for culture.”

China, which has been making eflorts to put a
brake on population growth, has taken sustainable
development as a state policy, and treated perfec-
tion of the spiritual world as the highest pursuit, will
draw more attention in the globe in the new century.

The new century will start a new page for the
mankind. Some people predict that it will be an even
complicated and confusing era, while others say it
will be a time full of glory:.

Many people expect that rising of China will once
again bring the world with encouraging tidings.
Chinese soclologist Fel Xiaotong sald "Maybe a
home for re-arrangement of the future of the man-
kind will be found in this fertile land that has nur-
tured the ancient Chinese civilisation.”

Police inspecting the site of the shooting at Kfar

settlement, near Nablus. (Internet photo)

Tapouakh

Nepalese PM fails to stall

2-day strike by leftists :

KATHMANDU, Dec 31: Nepa-
lese Prime Minister Girija Prasad
‘Kolrala falled to'stall'd plannéd
two-day ' strike by hine leftist
factions despite face-to-face talks
with their leaders, officials said,

not be supporting the strike.

- "Since the public is dead
agamst the two-day strike ! and
the main oppesition party NCP-
UML is also not supporting it, 1
am fully confident that it will

reports AFP. fizzle out,” Paudel sald.

During the talks with the nine Asked if the prime minister
factions, including the Nepal would resign to prevent the
Communist Party-Marxist and strike, Paudel said: "Since it is a

Leninist (NCP-ML), Koirala urged
them to call-off their planned
two-day strike starting Monday
saying it would damage the econ-
omy and the tourist industry,
Home Minister Ram Chandra
Paudel told reporters.

The parties announced the
strike last week in protest against
the government'’s failure to main-
tain law and order and stem
administrative corruption.

"We made an earnest effort to
convince the leaders of the nine
factions but their demands were

politically motivated demand, we
don't think it is necessary for the
government leaders to resign.”

The minister said that security
forces would be out in force to
prevent the protestors turning to
violence. .

Referring to the demonstra-
tions which rocked Kathmandu
on Tuesday, he said they were
lnsligated by some anti-
democratic elements and exter-
nal forces intent on disman
the country’s multi-party demo-
cratic system and tarnishing

very political,” Paudel said. Nepalese-Indian relations. How-
“They will only cancel the ever he did not elaborate on
strike, which they say is not whom the government's suspi-

targeted towards the public, if the
prime minister resigns,” he
added.

The main opposition Nepal
Communist Party-United Marxist
and Leninist (NCP-UML)
announced Sunday that it would

Good Luck Charm

Kayoko Tani, a Tokyo's Sunshin Intematwnnl Aquarium |
empluyee displaying a white snake that will be exhibited for the
"Year of the Snake". The white snake, which represent the luc 1
symbol of fortune in Japan, will be displayed at the aquariw
from today to drive away theslumpedJapaneaeewnow - g

cions lay.

"We have already started inves-
tigations at a higher level to find
out the elements involved in the
strike so that we can serverely
punish those involved in the
incident,” he said.




