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Tragedy Again on Meghna

UTHLESS profiteering of launch owners coupled

with administrative inaction has once again

spelled death for 64 passengers just a day after
the Eid-ul-Fitr. In the dense early-morning fog,
Dhaka-bound MV Jalkapot-2 hit ML Rajhangshi and
the latter, headed for Madaripur with some 400 pas-
sengers on board, went under water. Festive mood
gave in to mortal fear as passengers found themselves
in the wintry water of the Meghna, tryin deslaerately
to keep afloat. Most of them hung on till local fisher-
men. police and later district administration and fire-
fighters rescued them. The hapless 64 including as
many as 33 children could not. Quite a few were re-
ported missing. The death toll may well rise. Over-
crowding was identified as the prime reason for the
mishap. Again.

We wonder how many more deaths would it take
the government and its regulatory body, the Bangla-
desh Inland Water Transport Authority (BIWTA) to go
beyond such infuriatingly academic exercise of insti-
tuiing probe committees and do something concrete,
Haven't we had an inquiry following each tragedy on
riverine route before? How many of them have actu-
ally come up with any comprehensive report? And,
how many of the recommendations of those that have
are under implementation? How many of the devious
launch owners have been put in the dock and pun-
ished? Obviously. not too many. Are we to infer then
that the whole exercise is nothing but a mean ploy to
deceive people into believing that the authorities care
and are active?

Just before the Eid vacation began, a front-page
report headlined Overcrowded launches leave terminal
under the nose of special security teams (Saturday,
December 23) attempted to bring into BIWTA's atten-
tion how its rules and regulations had been routinely
flouted by owners of launches and steamers, It relallc-'d
how passengers, eager to spend the Eid vacation with
their near and dear ones, had been put at mortal risk
by being allowed to board on overcrowded watercrafts.
We were afraid that disaster might befall any of these
overloaded passengers carriers. Our worst fears, un-
fortunately, have come true.

Time and again, this paper has urged the authori-
ties to get the inland water transport sector into or-
der. To no avail, it seems. Early this year. two major
mishaps on the Meghna in the span of just over a
month left some 300 passengers dead. Also., one
launch went under water when one of two racing river
crafts rammed into it. Last year. a faulty launch ply-
ing on another’s route permit, brought about death to
a couple of hundred people. The list could go on and
on. and it only highlights one simple truth: the gov-
ernment in general and the BIWTA in particular have
simply failed to discharge their responsibilities.

Besides execution of immediate disciplinary meas-
ures and eflective enforcement of its rules and regu-
lations, the authorities should give some thought to
the fog factor. Why not equip the passenger launches
with fog lights and horns. so that these could keep off
the harm’s way?

Back to Work Now

[TH the Eid festival truly over,.only the congeni-

tal work shirkers ¢ould grudge others getting

into their usual functional rhythm at the soon-
est. It was a big stretch of holidays the vacationers
enjoyved and they should swing back to work right-
away. There is a special reason why the sense of ur-
gency to work back into the normal pace is SO great.
~ The Eid vacation - its main segment of holidays
being conjoined with week-ends and other holidays -
has been the longest in memory, perhaps the longest

ever. For nine straight days were we put in a limbo,

quite a spell of standstill. unheard of anywhere in the
world. The saving grace being though that the extra
length of holidays was due to a fortuitous turn of cal-
endar dates, not a deliberately given something. In
other words, like the extra-terrestrial phenomena,
such a combination of holidays as we have just left
behind will revisit us only rarely. Nevertheless, here
we are with the effect of a long absence from respec-
tive posts creating its own backlog in terms of file
work, decision-making, and disposal of cases. With
our batteries recharged for those many days it is only
to be expected that we should be clearing that back-
log on a double-quick basis stepping on the fast-track
escalator to progress.

Regrettably have we noticed a negative build-up of a
slowdown throughout the month of Ramadan, with
the employees, even the management, loosening grip
on their work on an accelerated basis. That loss of
man-hour we should have had the scruples to avoid
in view of the upcoming longish Eid vacation, which
obviously was not to be.

Given our work ethics and culture, if the authori-
ties in the state and private sectors let go of the
temptations to laze about in their offices even after
Eid holidays there is no telling the regression we shall
suffer in every sphere. But, of course, the best results
are obtained from involuntary responses rooted in an
dppropriate sense ol responsibility and commitment
to society. Let us pull up our socks, take up the
challenge of makin% good on the lost man-hours, re-
gain our full work rhythm and forge right ahead.

The secrel of education lies I(n
respecting the pupil Ralph Waldo
Emerson .’

ESPECTING the pupil is

essentlally caring and

atering to his basic needs,
creating a congenlal atmosphere
and providing adequate back-up
support so as to help him prose-
cute his studies undisturbed and
without any hassle. Everything
can wait, but the needs and
requirement of a pupil cannot.
For him there i1s no tomorrow. The
basic law of the country clearly
and explicitly states, inter alia,
"The state | adopt effective
measures for the purpose of.....
(b) relating education to the needs
of the society and producing
properly trained and motivated
citizens to serve those needs.” But
if the pupils are denied tmely
delivery of their textbooks, which
Is the prerogative of the govern-
ment and If the parents and
guardians are to run from pillar
Lo post and are to pay an abnor-
mal and inflated price under
duress to procure the same, then
how does it relate to meeting his
needs or In any way producing
trained and motivated citizens to
help bulld future leadership of
the country to face the challenges
of the new millennium?

Not one or two or a few hun-
dred, but a staggering number of
twenty-five million pupils in the
country would have to face such a
disastrous situation in the next
education year commencing
January 7, 2001 when schools
will reopen and new classes will
start. According to reports carried
by The Daily Star and the vernac-
ular dailies like the Prothom Alo,
the Janakantha and the Ittefaq.

Vajpayee's Birthday: Tough Time Ahead

INDIAN Prime Minister Atal
Biharli Vajpayee has juslt
turned 76. He celebrated his
birthday on December 25 last.
The veteran politiclan, who has
been adorned the premiership of
the country three times, can look
al the past and present with a
greal degree of satisfaction. But
political analys€ls feel that he
likely to face tough time ahead.
His political career, spanning
nearly six decades, is full of both
difficulties and triumphs but an
ageing Vajpayee certainly looks
lorward to a comfortable innings,
as there is no potentially danger-
ous bowlers in the form of a
strong opposition to cut his
innings short. His multiparty
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) enjoys a salisfactory
majority in the Loksabha and it is
only more than a year that the
present government has been in
the oflice, The oppoesition isnot in
disarray but delinitely also niot in
a position to pose a threal to the
government. As such it should be
almost a trouble-free political
grapevine for the Indian prime
minister, who also has practically
no challenger within the party or
in the ruling coalition.

Vajpayee, more known as
"Atalji” to his people, might have
celebrated his birthday in rela-
tively relaxed mood barring his
physical condition. But he as a
matured politiclan and states-
man cannot be oblivious of the
fact there are quite a few thorns in
apparently looking bed of roses.
And this situation largely stems
from his own making rather than
from the opposition parties which
have been clamouring against the
government as “inept and incapa-
ble" in running the country.
Needless to say, such attitude of
the opposition is expected and
ritualistic regardless of the fact

Il military governments

seek legitimacy on coming

to power. Given that no
Constitution in the world allows
any form of military rule except
under the aegis of elected author-
ity, martial laws can be legal in
the moral but not in the technical
sense. Tryving to legitimise martial
law s therefore an exercise in
(utility, why should we subject
our Supreme Court to become a
party to legal subterfuge? How-
ever a situation may well arise
where there is no alternative,
either Impose martial law to
preserve the integrity of the coun-
Lry or go the road to destruction

Beware of babytaxis

Sir, One female student was
returning home from Uttara. The
babytaxi driver deliberately
stopped his taxi near the Dhaka
gate (it's a rather lonely spot on
the New Alrport road). The mug-
gers appeared and not only tore
off her gold chain but also tried to
drag her out of the taxi. As she
held on to its rod tightly, they
stabbed her on the arm-- a big
blood vessel got cut and blood
gushed out. The sight of It made
the muggers run.

The girl somehow crossed the
VIP road and fell down on the
footpath, on the other side. She
fainted and was lying there in a
pool of blood for a long time
(about 3 to 4 hours) but nobody
stopped to help her! (we are
becoming a strange, heartless
people societyl). Finally a navy
personal took her to CMH. From
there she was send to DMCH and
then to ICVD (strangely we don't
have a amﬁe lalised hospital
to deal wi kinds of traumas
and lrtlglurlea. patients in critical
state therefore have to be shifted

f ~ from one hospital to another).

lors narrated that

~ thelr babytaxi was also stopped

similarly by the driver pretending
breakdown at the same spot and
they were then mugged. One man
had his watch and wallet taken
away at Shaheenbug when the
taxi driver stopped for the same
excuse. Not only passengers are
regularly mugged by muggers in
link with the taxi drivers but also
these vehicles are regularly used
by muggers and hijackers to flee
after committing crime and also
for committing it.

Therelore babytaxis not only
injure people by polluting but
also by assisting in crime.

Dr Sabrina Rashid
Dhaka

Why always blame

police?

Sir, There is a growing ten-
dency to blame the police for all
sorts of inelficlency, corruption
and dereliction, But how far this
tendency is justified?

Aren't also several ministries,
government offices, judicial
courts, public sector corpora-
tions, autonomous bodies ete
other than the police department
involved In the maintenance of

law and order situation? More-
over, what are the roles of our
Home Minister, political leaders,
government officers and employ-
¢es In this connection?

Undoubtedly police as a part of
the administration is collectively
responsible along with several
other branches of the government
and autonomous bodies (like
DCC, WASA, DESA ete) for main-
tenance of law and order in the
country.

There are several Instances
when the police is required to
scek permission from the highest
authority of the country to arrest
an alleged criminal. Similarly the
release or grant of bail of an
accused person the desire of the
highest authority Is also felt

necessary.

There are demands for cleans-
ing police department of some
unscrupulous elements. While
we support the demand we also
strongly feel the necessity of same
action for many government
offices, public sector corpora-
tlons and autonomous bodies,

A Citizen
Dhakex

“The Textbook Tangle

Education is the single most catalytic factor in this
the challenges of globalisation. Indifference to the
deprived of their textbooks within the stipulated ti

government worth their names can afford to con

agree that neglecting education is akin to harakiri.

knowledge-based age to help us to be prepared to meet
plight of twenty-five million school pupils who will be
me is an unpardonable erime which no society and no
done and keep their eyes closed to. All and sundry now

prin of not even nineteen

cent of the textbooks could be
completed despite extension of
the deadline twice and nobody
can say when the printing and
distribution work wiil be com-
pleted and when the puplls at the
prim and secondary levels
throughout the nook and cranny
of the country are likely to get
their prescribed books. It is a
veritable flasco and in the words
of the Weekly 2000, will jeopar-
dise and hamper the future of a
large number of school pupils
throughout the country. The
weekly blamed the Education
Ministry, the Directorate of Pri-
mary Education and the National
Curriculum and Textbook Board
(NCTB) as well as the organisa-
tions entrusted to do the printing
and distribution work of text-
books for the continuing stale-
mate. In Its Issue of December 16
the weekly made in-depth report-
ing on how the underhand and
shady dealings by corrupt ele-
ments in the Education Ministry
and NCTB were at the root of the
current imbroglio. It even boldly
named names among whom Is
purportedly a close relation of the
Education Minister himself and
sald the entire episode is a con-
spiracy 1o belittle the efficlency
and thereby tarnish the image of
the government in an election
year. It also questioned the verac-
ity of NCTB in giving the award to
an organisation with the stigma

of bank default writ large on its
principal.

The question that can there-
fore be put is that why such con-
cerns were given the job of print-
Ing and distribution of school

textbooks breaking all set norms

and regulations. It has been

argument was that the work was
glven to the lowest bidder. But a
thorough examination revealed
that though the three concerns
quoted the lowest price, they
cleverly and deftly ralsed the cost
of transportation so as to 'take
with the left hand what they

 HEART OF THE MATTER
Mansoor Mamoon

alleged that the concerns
sprouted all on a sudden to grab
the lucrative business. That the
names of the concerns were never
heard before. The NCTB awarded
the massive work of printing and
distribution of 8.12 crore coples
of textbooks without bothering
whether they have enough logis-
c support to undertake the
gigantic task. It has been alleged
that when they submitted the
tenders they did not have even
the trade licence, without which
their bid is liable to be summarily
cancelled. Bul the Education
Ministry and NCTB conveniently
ignored this gross anomaly. Not
only this, they allegedly did not
have any printing press nor nec-
essary expertise and professional
experience in the field. NCTB's

apparently gave with their right
hand’. Minimisation of cost and
resorting to free market competi-
tlon as claimed by NCTB were
therefore out of question. Wide-
spread apprehension of different
quarters that they would fail to
meel the deadline of printing and
distribution of textbooks came
true. Now the NCTB itself is
admitting that the situation Is
indeed becoming grave. Earlier
the Prime Minister's Office and
the Education Ministry were
alerted about the possible faflure
of the assigned firms In the timely
dellvery and distribution of text-
books as claimed by the Coordi-
nation Committee of the Pub-
lishers, Printers and Distributors
Assoclation In its press confer-
ence on December 19 last. But

none
Impending alarming
The officials concerned in the
Education Ministry
avoided it by
were monitoring Lhe progress.
And the progress

reportedly paid heed (o the
situation.

and NCTB
saying that they

80 far (Decem-
ber 23) is only nineteen per cent

of the work (some 70,00,000
coples of textbooks so far out of a

total of 8.12 crore). Independent
sources sald the p s of work
Is rather too slow and as soon as
the schools reopen there will be
acute shortage of textbooks
resulting in their skyrocketing
prices. Apart from this, not even
NCTB knows for sure when the
textbooks will reach the target
groups.

Now the people are apprehen-
sively asking and they very much
right to do so whether the entire
thing is a conspiracy to grab and
siphon out huge profit by creating
artificial crisis iIn the textbook
market. Setting up of a
body was demanded to go deep
down into the matter. But in
Bangladesh any such commis-
sion ultimately boils down to
omission! The general impression
and ence are  nothing
comes oul of such probe bodies. If
the past be any guide it can be
safely deduced that the persons
(o be blamed for the entire thing
are adherents of the latest ‘adage’
that public memory is prover-
bially short and people, by and

large, accept all wrongdoing by

Only time can say whether Vajpayee has profited from his recent remarks.
his image as a statesman to an extent. As he begins a new year in his life,
challenges problems but has stepped into a year that may see more trou

These have certainly tarnished
he is not facing any unchallenged
bles surrounding his government.

that even a government with good
track record faces similar
charges. But Vajpayee and his
NDA government does face diffi-
cult situation ahead where the
prime minister iri one hand has to
fight it out within his Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on certain
basic policies of the organisation
vis-a-vis running the government
as the major constituent of the
coalition government, and on the
other, deal with the allies on these
matters. On the third front, cer-
tainly an opposition which might
not have succeeded in mounting
any challenge to the government
but cannot be written off. Some of
Lthe utterances of the PM have not
only corne as a surprise to many
but also created a rupture within
the multiparty ruling groupings
as some ol the allies are asking for
the explanation of these com-
ments.

The DMK in the southern state
of Tamil Nadu and the TDP in
another southern state of Andhra
Pradesh, are now looking
askance at the BJP and the PM if
they have any "hidden agenda” in
running the country other than
the agreed NDA programmme that
the government is supposed to
pursue. Even Trinamul Congress
leader Mamta Banerjee in West
Bengal is casting doubts on
Vajpayee’'s secular credentials.
She often causes flutter in the
ruling eircles by dropping hints of
disapproval certain principles of
the prime minister and the BJP.
Mamta caused doubts in several
quarters when she attended an
[ftar party hosted by main opposi-
tion leader Congress president

Sonla Gandhi being a federal
minister whereas she falled to
turn up at party hosted by the
prime minister earlier. Although
Mamita sought to play down her

was noliceable when the
Jansangh merged with Janata
Party in the wake of Indira Gan-
dhi's controversial emergency
which led to the defeat of Con-
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absence from the prime minis-
ter's gathering saving that she
was away Irom the capital, ana-

- lysts did ot lode sight' of the fact

that the absence could have been
a logical corollary to certain
developments centring prime
minister's remarks. True, if recal-
citrant Mamta may choose to part
ways with the government, it
would not threaten the NDA rule
because it would still have major-
ity in the Loksabha. But this will
certainly be a setback and if some
other constituents follow the suiit,
the developments may matter a
lot.

Vajpayee's comments on the
Babri Masjid-Ram temple issue
have taken many by surprise as
he is seen as a moderate leader in
a party which is seen by many as
‘communal”. His image as a
liberal is often seen as the "right
person in the wrong party".
Although he began as an RSS
worker - before India’'s independ-
ence and developed himself into a
popular “Jansangh” leader at
later stage, his transformation

A Di

gress in 1977 elections paving the
way for Janata Party government
come in. Bul the government
‘tolfapsed “‘midway “through ‘the
full term due to internal conflicts
and Mrs. Gandhi staged a come-
back to power.

Janata Party split with a fac-
tion showing allegiance (o the
RSS - the fountainhead of Hindu
communalism. Vajpayee chose to
distance himself from the hard-
liners in the BJP and came to be
Known as a moderate. When
Hindu zealots razed the Babri
Masjid in Ayodhoya, he was not
gleeful like many other senior
BJP leaders. But his remarks
some lime ago about the con-
struction of a Ram temple in the
sile of the demolished mosque
gave rise (o a new controversy
about the moderate image of the
prime minister. His comments a
few months ago at New York at a
gathering by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad that he was proud of his
links with the RSS falls in the
same line. However, the prime
minister clarified his statement

I

this time as some of the partners
from the government expressed
serious reservations about the
remarks, as they believe in secu-
larism. He sought to allay fears
that the government was drif
away from the NDA agenda but a
few tlook this seriously. Some
allles asked whether the BJP is
following its "hidden agenda”
which is replete with communal
sentiments.

It Is possible that Vajpayee is
thinking to play the communal
card as some component states
dre going to elections within next
few months. It is also possible that
he is coming under serious pres-

sures fromthe-hard-liners includ- .« the:

ing RSS leader K. Sudarshan
without whose support probably
the BJP will find things going
tough. Siv Sena leader Bal
Thackharey in Mararashtra has

even demanded that the Muslims
be robbed off their franchise
rights. Opposition parties - Con-
gress, Leftists, CPM, CPI and
others - have disrupted business
in both houses of parliament for
several days on these issues and
particularly on prime minister's
remarks. The government sur-
vived a censure motion in the
Lower House on the issue but lost
in the Rajya Sabha, which, how-
ever, has no bearing in ruling the
country. It is understandable that
Vajpayee or for that matter no
government would easily accept
the opposition demand that three
ministers L.K. Advani, Dr.
M.M.Joshi and Uma Bharati be
dismissed for their alleged links in
demolishing of the Babri mosque.

fficult Road Ahead

If there is any real failing of this military regime,
day-to-day governance. The civ

it is in the choosing of "foreign" civilian technocrats for
ilian cabinet should have comprised entrepreneurs and politicians.

(into history) holding the consti-
tution aloft, that would be very
moral but very stupid. The integ-
rity and sovereignty of the nation
must always come first in this
Hobson's Choice. Those who have
taken an oath to defend the coun-
try even to the peril of their lives
can have only one clear mission,
the country above anything else,
including the Constitution if it
comes to that. And why should
any soldier need to turn to legal
counsel to seek legal cover before
he leaves power for his actions
while in power? Contriving a
patchwork of legal niceties to
legitimise martial law has no
morality, no law officer can justify
the abrogation or suspension of
the Constitution. Soldiers who
turn to "the doctrine of necessity”
will be protected by the sincerity
of thelr actions while in power, no
court In the land can ever convict
them. They will be protected by
Lthe final arbiters of Lhe destiny of
any country, the will of the peo-
ple. Oct 12, 1999 was such a
walershed in the life of Pakistan.
The threat of civil war loomed very
high, one shot could have ignited
a conflagration. With the econ-
omy In a shambles, the rule of law
being flouted at will in the name
of the Constitution by those
elected under the Constitution,
and conditions of anarchy ripe In
the body politic, the Army had no
cholce, once thrust by Mian
Nawaz Sharif into power, but to
seek redress of the grievances of
the people, The legality of any
military rule has virtual relevance
in their commitment to carrying
out transparent accountability,
setting in motion reforms and
how responsibly they behave
while In power while engaged In
day-to-day governance of the
country. Every soldler being
ready to give his life for his coun-
try, let a court of law decide the
acld test, viz. 1) whether the

prime threat to the country's
existence justified his actions
and 2) the manner of governance
whilst in power. Starting virtually
from ab-initio, the military regime
has been quite successful in
conducting accountability. They
have, for the first time In this
country, brought people to jus-
tice, fully 82 per cent of them
being other politicians or
bureaucrats, only about 18 per
cent businessman and others.
This accountability has been
somewhat compromised, how-
ever, there is no moralitly in
accepting the concept of plea-

the co-op pyramid scheme 2)
laking huge commissions on
defence deals in foreign exchange
and not declaring them and 3)
not paying due taxes on the
amounts secreted abroad, should
be prosecuted. On the contrary
they have been protected. By
compromising morality for the
sake of a few individuals the
military regime's credibility has
taken a hil. Everyone must be
governed under the same stan-
dards, for friend and/or foe alike,
the application of laws should not
be “enemy-specific’.The various

Task Forces for reforms have

lkram Sehgal writes from Karachi

bargaining to get off scot-free.
Anyone guilty of fraud, bribery
ete., must get all his/her assets
frozen. Why should the guilty be
allowed to buy their way out of jail
by using the very same money
they have robbed in the first
place? Setting the guilty free has
done Incalculable damage to the
labrie of our soclely, the mass
psyche Is  beginning to accept
lllegality has only a monetary
price tag as punishment, f.e,, if
caught. One can understand
however, when friendly states get
Involved, the "doctrine of neces-
sity” lakes over e.g. the Sharif
family exile. Also the Army must
cleanse itselfl While agreeing with
the contention of confidentiality
partly, because of natlonal secu-
rity reasons and the morale
factor every incident cannot be
made public, viz. 1) looting money
from retired ex-servicemen under

drawn generally good reviews but
putting the cart before the horse
by first devising a solution and
then seeking debate on it rather
than the other way around is
wrong. As Is the modus operandi
in any “"military appreciation”,
before coming to a plan one first
consider the factors, arrive at
deductions that give the elements
of options avallable for a plan
and then finalise a plan on merit.
Devolution of power is correct
but to what extent given our
racial, ethnie, sectarian ' and
other differences? The ongoing
exercise lor Local Bodies election
should be an eye-opener, most of
the old guard of politicians are
coming back themselves or by
proxy, and given the powers now
avallable we are actually going to
make super-dictators out of
feudal lords in each district, they
will then "legitimately” have the

power of life and death of every
citizen In the "fiefdoms”™ where
they have "ruled” illegitimately for
countless years. Give power at the
grassroots but deny feudal
supremacy by maintaining homo-
geneity. It is vital, to re-think
governance below the Province,
initially at the Divisional level
rather then go lower down to the
District.If there is any real failing
of this military regime, it is in the
choosing of "foreign” civilian tech-
nocrats for day-to-day gover-
nance. The civilian cabinet should
have comprised entrepreneurs
and politicians. Those who never
risk their careers for what they
believe in should never be allowed
near the portals of government.
Some in the civilian cabinet are in
outright violation of their oath as
cabinet ministers and the military
regime is well aware of it. Entre-
preneurs are risk-takers as well as
competent managers. Thev are
able to evaluate the real implica-
tions of policy initiatives and make
pragmatic changes as necessary.
Politicians not only get a correct
feedback from the people but also
get the message of the regime
across to the people in the lan-
guage they understand. Gen.
Pervez Musharraf said at the
beginning he would not stand on
his ego If he made mistake. He
should sack this bunch of classi-
fied pushers, more interested
in their own personal agendas
than in the country.

With less than two years to go the
regime has to get back to the
basics of mission orientation,
change to a positive system of
governance in keeping with the
genlus of the people while ensur-
ing a strict stem of accountability.
Instead of putting serving profes-
slonal soldiers into every walk of
life, it would have been better to
draw into the vast reservoir of ex-
servicemen and ex-bureaucrats
and place composite Task Forces,

helplesslylyingdown, .
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and no government worth their
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keep their eyes closed to. Alland
sundry now agree that neglecting %
harakiri %

education is akin to

(suicide).

It is not pessible. Bul there was

no need at all for the prime minis-

ter to make comments going out
of the way to placate the commu-
nal hard-liners. It appears inex-
plicable, particularly for the
prime minister. Earlier, when a

moderate Bangaru Laxman was "

chosen as BJP president,
saw that as a triumph for
Vajpayee. But that image of the
prime minister now seems to have
changed. It is unfortunate and
unexpected because Vajpayee
has established himself not only
as a matured statesman of his
country but also in the region.
Vajpayee was prime minister
first of BJP government for mere
13 days and then of the NDA
government which collapsed after
more than a year In office. It

returned to power in fresh polls
- witha majority - thanks to
conflict with Pakistan

which was considered avictory
for India. Vajpayee's position is
unassailable in the NDA as il is
because of his charisma and

St
=

image the combine is in power.

BJF is benetited by his

because there is hardly any other
BJP leader who would be accept-
able to other allies in formation of
a government. Vajpayee is gener-
ally known be crafting his course
carefully. Experience and ability
notwithstanding, leaders at times
do commit faux pas either unwit-
tingly or even wittingly as a kind
of gamble. Only time can say
whether Vajpayee has profited
from his recent remarks. These
have certainly tarnished his
image as a statesman to an
extent. As he begins a new year in
his life, he is not facing any
unchallenged challenges prob-
lems but has stepped into a year
that may see more troubles sur-
rounding his government.

headed by serving major generals
in every Ministry as a Moni

Team, particularly the Ministries
of Finance and Commerce, to
monitor day-to-day routine and
public grievances thereof, rather
than run the Ministries. In the
face of chronic shortages of reve-
nues, it is mind- no
soldier (or ex-soldier) has ever
darkened the doorstep of the
Ministries of Commerce

Finance (or the Central Board of
Revenue) in any of the four mar-
tial laws. The CE has got his heart

in the right place, he has nowto
apply himself in exclusion of

everything else to accountability
and reform. He does not have to

3]
.

venture on journeys anywhere,
attend any receptions, cut any

ribbons or give out any

and diplomas. etc. He isnot run-

ning for office, his primary raison
d'étre is to make
cient and public-friendly in the

short time available to him. He "5._
should move lock, stock and

barrel into the CE's Secretariat,

ourneying maybe
{veek outside Islamabad and that

(oo only to the Provincial capitals.
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B
¥

L.
#

onlytwodaysa §

&
4

3

Same should apply to his 3

cial set ups, go only one dov

I
unless absolutely necessary. -
For the sake of this country he &
has to put body, mind and soul tn-g: :
the many problems be-devilling é |

the country, and slag focussed ¢
the primary alm by remaining
static in one place to give decl-
sions in su

percession of every-

thing else, including his p ersor

life. ;

People ex}}ect the
regime to perform A€
may be expecting too much
miracles are likely to be achi

a

- i -'.:.

b,

if there is absolute commitment

to the mission sta
as well as In Toas .
ahead in the new millennium,
which really starts on Jan L
2001, of prime importance Is the

olTice. :

the other distractions
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d. In the road
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