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Caniggia may
extend
contract

GLASGOW, Dec
World Cup

signin
Scottishh  Premiership side, re-
ports AFP.

The Argentinian striker, who
Diego
country,
he
rred to sign a deal that would

eep him at Dens Park until the

has played alongside
"Maradona for his

stunned Tayside when

end of the season,

Now Caniggia is rnuaidcrtu%
{

extending his stay in Scotlan
but believes he is such
friends with manager

at any time and informally dis-
cuss a new deal,

He said: "l do sce
here at Dundee because of the
way Ivano is working with the
club.

"They are an ambitious
group and | would like to re-
main a part of that

"Dario (Bonetti) and Ivano
have a great relationship with
me, we are great Iriends and |
know that we can sit down at
any time and talk about it 1 will
stay.

I have been playving well and

proving to people that I still
want (o play at a good level
Qbviously 1 believe that | an

part of a frnup who are working
really wel -

Caniggia proved to be an in-
stant hit after swapping Italian
side Atalanta for the Scottish
Premier League.

And Bonetti was so confident
that the 33-vear-old would
boost the side that he was
talking about an extension o
his contract the day he signed
for the club.

But Caniggia insists one ol
the reasons he could stay is
because Bonetti has built such
a promising side and he singled
out fellow countrvinen Beto
Carranza and Juan Sara - who
both netted against Aberdeen
on Saturday - as vital players.

Boca ready to
sell Palermo

BLENOS AIRES. Dec 20
Boca Juniors star striker Mar-
itz Palenmno is now othcially 1or
sale alter the Argentine club's
president Mauricio Macri con-
tirmed that he is to leave the
club, the Argentine press re-
ported Sunday. reports AFP

International striker Palermo
has attracted interest from a
number of top European clubs
and despite earlier attempts t«
retain the player, Macri says an

eventual departure is purely
down . to finaaeial reaseis. #
Macri salgla., "Everl -thouigh

Boca Juniors is in §pérts fefins
a much bigger club than many
chubs in P.lirnpn there is a big
difference when it comes 10
financial clout.

Palermo is currently being
followed by Napoli (ltaly). West
Ham and Chelsea (English
Premiership)

He first came to prominence
when missing three penalties

during a Copa America match
against Colombia in 1999, but
recently scored the two goals
which handed Boca victory over
Real Madrid (2-1) in the Inter-
continental Cup final in Tokvo.

Emperor's Cup
Antlers treble
bound

TOKYO. Dec 25: Kashima
Antlers staved on course for an
unprecedented domestic season
treble by beating Yokohama F
Marinos in the quarter-finals ol
Japan's Emperor's (FA) Cup on
Saturdayv. reports AFP

Antlers. who have already
woll the league championship
and League Cup this season.
held their nerve to win a pen-
alty shoot-out 4-1 after a 1-1
draw following extra time.

World Cup defender Yutaka
Akita headed Kashima into the

lead in the 40th minute of the
match at neutral Tottori, bul
Marinos equalised in the 77th
minute through midlielder Ku-

nio Nagavama lniimunk coniu-
sion in the Antlers’ defence.

Antlers went first In the
shoot-out and clained victon
by converting their first four

kicks. Marinos. who hacd lost 3
0 to the Antlers In the two-lep
IEHS{HE chanpnonship ]ml.'n'-nh
and also l«en knocked out
the

ol

by
first

Leapue
missed

Cup
their two
attempt from
Norio Omura

central

In Friday's semi-finals, Ant-
lers will meel Gamba

who beat Jubilo Iwata

akahiro Futagawa
e

titne from |
If the Antlers win
first

bhe thie

Wt

it will

1. hias the trebl

league, League Cup and En-

* perors Cup in the sane season

since the professional J. League
kicked off in 1993,

Verdy Kawasaki

Dav,

won the

league and League Cup in 1993
and Antlers won the
League Cup and Emperor's Cup

and 1994,

in 1997,

In the other quarter-finals
a hat-trick from

on Saturday.

Brazilian winger Alessandro
Dos Santos carried Shimizu S-
Pulse to a 3-1 win over JEF
United Ichihara, and Vissel
- Kobe beal Cerezo Osaka 4-3 in
a penally shoot-ont after a 2-2
_draw.
1 I

Former
star (‘Iaudin Canig-

a admits that he is enjoving
ﬁr at Dundee and considering
a new contract with the

good
Ivano
Bonetti that they could sit down

a hatare

T'he victorious French team after their triumph in the Euro 2000.
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The hour of the subs

LONDON. Dec 25
(Reaters/Internet)
- Rarely is the ac-
‘. Livity on the sub-
@ stitutes bench
greater than on

the pitch.

Fhat. though, was the the
sitnation on the ltalian bench
as the seconds ticked away in
the Euro 2000 final against
France on July 2.

As the game moved lto its

fourth minute ol stoppage time
an expectant line of Italian sub-
stitutes. trainers and Kit men
stoodd on the touchline, arms
linked and ready for jovous
celebration

SOINe were
down on the
Kicking an nnaginary
all were willing releree Anders
Frisk to blow the final whistle
and proclaim  Italy  European
champions

jumping up and
spot, others were
ball and

their tean
France 1-0
Delvecchio's
now
\est
the

pitch
led
Marco
goal and were
verge of their gre:
since  winning
1982
celebrations

the
mates had
thanks to
S56th minute
on the
trivnmph
World Cup in

But the
came

With just

(n

1HEeVETD
over a minute o
play., French goalkeeper Fabien
Barthez ATy 1H:\'i it last des

I-u-‘ 11 A ATICT ':'E h-_.'l{] ?'“-lll'*

stitute David Trezeguet reached
the ball first, heading into into
space on the lelt hand side of
the penalty area where another

substitute  Sylvain  Wiltord,
found himsell with time and
space Lo control the ball

Time itsell seemed to stand
still as Wiltord cracked a POW -
erful. low drive under the lell

arm ol ltalian goalkeeper Fran-
cesco Toldo that sped into the
far cormer of the net for the
equaliser. With virtually the last
Kick of the game France was
level and there was only going
to be one winner now.

As the Italian substitutes
and their fans slumped in ab-
ject despair, the French players
and supporters had hardly time

to gather themselves before the
referee blew for the end of 90
minutes with either a Golden

Goal or penalties now destined
to determine the outcome

AS extra time began, the
French team took control of the
game, Thierry Henry wasted a
chance to wrap it up after two
minutes for France, while Ales-
sandro Del Piero had a chance
lor

[taly.but hired high and wide.

The tension in Fevenoord's
mnposing De Kuip stadium was
alinost unbearable as first
France, then Italv, shaped to
ttack

But with* extra tine=tmrerval

I

approaching. France finally
broke the deadlock.
France's thircl substitute

Robert Pires was at the heart of
the move. whipping away down
the left touchline alter beating
Fabio Cannavaro to the ball.

He took it alimost to the by-
line beflore cutting back a per-
fectly-weighted pass for
Trezeguet who simashed home a
left-footed volley into the
the net from 10 metres out,

Toldo was left stranded

The best goal ol the tourna-
ment had won the tournament
as France turned what seemed
like certain defeal into a glori-
ous victory to become the first
team to win the FEuropean
Championship as World Cham-
Il]l}!‘l‘ﬁ

Zinedine Zidane, as he had
been in 1998 when France won
the World Cup, was singled out
as the main inspiration for their
victory

Just days after the [final,
Dino Zoll. so close to being a
hero himsell, resigned as [talian
coach

French coach Roger Lemerre
summed it up alterwards: "I
said even if we had just one
second to go we still had to play
with full power looking lor a
goal. After a while hope became
desperation and | was praying
for a miracle and the miracle

1appened.”

roof ol

Kashima,

eflorts
and scored only with their third

defender

Osaka,
| -0 with
a goal In sudden-death extra

ni-
peror's Cup {inal, on New Year's
e A
o

Premiership preview

LONDON. Dec 2.

- 1 Re jnvenated ."'*l."*'

!  1on Villa have sel
‘. thewr sights on a
[y ( [|:1”|I1|H11H i."t*_l_"

e place and are
hopmg lor a victory to jolt Man-
chester United out of their oimni-
nons English Premiership stride
on Tuesday

John  Gregory's men. who
ended a turbulent week off the
lield with a inorale-boosting 2-1
victory at Leeds on Saturdav
entertain the Red Devils at Villa

PFark in the pick of Tuesday's
Hoxing Day lixtares

Y win for United wlio
brushed aside upstarts Ipswich

f[own 2-0 on Saturday. could
see them extend their eight-
|J'1HH lead art the T!II] ol the La-
bl

But Gregory is determined to

luesdav's maitch show
that Villa are top-three material
and is irI’JlIHI‘-IlIL' a battle rovale

LIS [

for Sir Alex Ferpuson's side

A S [ I,J!l Call see we're get-
L1 close v Champions
| S BEAR T E}i.lr1 sald Gre 20

' the last vear and | do
harp on about it at times
woe've onlv lost fust five of our
kist 39 Premder League games,
which is a phenomenal record

We've shhown we can protect
otr own goal but we just don't
do well enough at the other end
and s don't win enough
matches

"Against Leeds, though, we

showed we are a good Prenier-
hlllil side. Baaul it's the top gides
we have to beat. and of course

we face the « I',l,j]ljil’ll'k next.

For me it is a game which is
always the benchimark of how
good vou are. We have to do

weil against the likes of Arsenal
and Manchester United

We have 1o 1ake points ofl
l'iH‘HI it wee are 1o consider our-
potential Champions
League team, and that's always
been our fatlure over the last
lew vears

"We manage to beat 16 or 17
teains but we can never beat
the top three or four teams on a
consistent basis - we'll soon
fud out if that's changed over
the next week.”

Vil s deleat of Leeds at the

Marseille loan
Adriano to
Sao Paulo

MARSEILLE. France., Dec
25: Olvinpigue Marseille have
agreed to loan Brazilian mid-

H;'I‘k'!“\ =1

flelder Adriano to Sao Paulo,
the French First Division side
sald  on  Saturday.  reports

Reuters
r

Villa plot a

s — e

1IllL||[tlllt1 the oloom
E.”IIH Road
liis team
thiey arn

ClUring

[1101-

weekend
At free-spending
Davicd O Leary Knows
st winning il
to have anyv chance ol st
a place in the herative (
pions League next seasoll

Despite breaking the bank |
defender Rio Ferdimand
Robbhie Keane In  recent
weeks Leeds have failed to add
up to the sum thieir mauiti-
million-dollar parts

O'Leary has bemoaned a
lack of consistency ahead ol his
tecam's potentially awkward Irip
1) ﬂltl;{:illl: \ astle United -
HISISES handle the
pressuare

We seern) by
where woe play very well
pame and thoen the next
we it a low, Ir's ke we '
rollercoaster.” O'Leanry

LLasl we did verv well
o1 a consistent basis. but were
not being consistent this veai
We had a good performance lasi
week against a decent side (a 2-
0 win against Sunderland). but
we haven't performed this week

[ hat's been the tvpe Ol Sed-
son it's been. so I'm looking foy
a better second half to the sca-
son because given the quality of
the playvers we have, we're -
derperforming in the league

I didn't come here to man-
age this club in 12th place. We
want to be up there and com-
peting at the very top and at th
moment we are not doing that

"We've set ourselves stan-
dards and that's the reputation
vou make, so the onus is on us
It's another part of the learning
process for myv players to deal
with., and at the moment they
are not doing that." '

Arsene Wenger's Arsenal will
attempt to recover from the
trauma of their 4-0 hammering
al Liverpool on Saturday with a
difficult hhome-tie against
Lelcesten City. 2-1 victors
against West Ham.,

Wenger Is hoping to have in-
spirational captaim Tony Adais
back on the team-sheet to shore
up the Guuners' defence alter
Saturday's debacle.

Gerard Houllier's Liverpool
travel to the Riverside to lace
struggling Middlesbrongh.

the home team are hoping
o extend their recent mind-
revival - a win over Chelsea and
a draw at Tottenham on Satur-
day under the puidance of
lormer England coach Terry
Venables .

Venables, drafted in to per-

SLAT

SIE
andl

Ol

W AW

5181 1 Call

10) i1 a stige
O11e
2Aalle
(i1 d
saicl

VE]

form his version of the greal
escape with sidelined manager
Brvan Robson, sald he had

been trying to take the squad in
a new direction since his arri-
val.

“We are all (n it together and
so long as they want to improve
from game to game, even i th

acle

resnules don't keep coning
Ii].'t"‘- ﬂi.lil‘-l t-:lr]"l:‘_lll I|'|!' 'II!'- lrl“
“‘-illl.

We haye some very good

players but I'm tryving to point
them in a new direction. It 1s
not that they are lacking in
myvthing elementary because
that infers they haven't got the
basic professionalism and that's
not right

'But evervbody has been put
under pressure by a run of bad
results and thevve needed to
learn new disciplines the
field

[hat's my job to get them
into those disciplines and al-
though there's still lots ol work
tO thev've shown already a
better understanding of what |
want detensively. Eventunally we
liave 1o build on that

FIXTURES (1500 GMT

less stated):

(31

|;|r'|

Ln-

Arsenal v Leicesten
Aston Villa v Man

Tuesdav:
(1200 GMT)

Ltd (1300 GMT). Bradlord v
Sunderland. Everton v Coven-
try. Ipswich v Chelsea, Man
Citv v Derby, Middlesbrough v
Laverpool. Newcastle v Leeds,
West Ham v Charlton (1200
GMT) I

Bergkamp

Dec 205 linternet  report)
Neweastle United have made o
bidd to sign unsettled  striked

Dennis Berpkaiup (rom Arsenal

Boergkamp is ot of contract
al Arsenal at the end ol the
season. and they have (atled o
persuade him 1o sign o new
Iwo-vear deal

Neweastle boss Bobby Rob-
son, who Is e sperately short of

HIIHHIH cuguiresd abont  the
Duatchinan ecarlier  this  week
aceording to the News ol the
World,

A Newcastle  source  sai:
"Arsenal do not owarnt to lose

him and are <ull hoping he will
sighy the new deal

-IH'IH N W astle wiaat 1o inke
advantage of the taet he hasn's
sipned vet, Obviously thie Hian-
ctal - situartonr ot Newcast e
mcans Hobhby does not have
much maney 1o spend

Il he can grab a plaver of
Berghamp's ability for Newes.
He e will be very keen "

Kobson  recently revealsd
tae he Bl faled 1o bhong 25
plavers 1o St unes Park in e
~puite ol o lew witerks As el -
bonaptedd 1o salve an ooy cpgsgs
b the cnb

Anelka fancies
PSG chances

PARIS, Dec 25: Ailing Parls
ol Germain can still win the
French  First Division title.
French  international  striker
Nicolas Anelka said on Satur-
dav, re ports Keuters

PSG oare in 11th place in the
I 8-team league aller 22 rounds.
but are only nine points behind
leaders Nantes

Anelka told the club's web-
site that he belleved the title
was still a realistic target in the

closest championship  since
World War 11

"We don't want to
second or third place. we want
to hnish first.” the former Arse-
nal and Real Madrid striker
said 1n a rare interview,

Personally. | am not inter-
ested in finishing second or
third. We all want to finish first
and we know we can do some-
thing with this team.

"Things are not going well at

finish in

the moment but the other
teauns have not broken awny
It's not finished vet. If we win
our next three or lour paimes
then we will move up the table
very quickly. After that. we will
L“ee

Anelka said his confidence
and that of his teamn mates,

remained high under new coach
Luis Fermnandez., who replaced
the sacked Philippe Bergeroo.

“There is no problem be-
tween  the plavers.” he said
“The only thing is that we have
not been able to play well (o
;_'"IIII*I for several galles As we
jose  contlidence, , it . becomes

difficnlt to play. When it comes

back. though, things will go a
101 bhetteg

What people remember is
the trophies won. That is very

pnportant. | won something in

L.ondon. something with Madrid
i 1 would ke to win some-
thimmg with Paris

Stankovic out
after knee

operation

ROME. Dec 25 Lazio's
Yugoslay miidficlder Dejan
Stankovie will be ont of action

for up to six weeks after under-

going an operation on his lelt
knee on  Saturdayv. Lazios
sporting director Felice Pulici

Ssatd, l'r'|Jr||l*- Renters
"He had the operation on his

cruciate hgament this morning
and we'll see how things go
'ulict said

Stankovic was carried ofl

with the injnry at the end ol the

first half of Lazio's 2-1 win al
Bari on IFridav might.

Lazio are nursing several
njuries with Argentine striken
( laudio Lopez out lor three
months after sustaming a knee
imjury in November and coin-
patriot Juan Veron not fully It

after tracturing his left tibia the
sane month

Midfielder Roberto Baronio
and Goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi
are also out ol action.

PARIS I 29

- ] Arscid siriker
Thierry Llenry was

‘ @B nanied French

[ S laotballer ol the
vear by  lkrance

Football on Iriday and paid
homage 1o lan Wright as the

plaver who had influenced him

nost, reports AFpP
Henry beat Juventus plav.
maker Zinedine Zidoane in the

poll of the soccer weekly's jour-
nalists at the end of a year in
which world champlions France
won the European title.

Zidane was second to Portu-
dal's Luis Figo lor the European
Foothaller of the Year award
also organised by France [Fool-
banll '

I'm very happy to win the
award but | don't want to get
carvied away by things like |
beat Zizou (Zidane) or some-
thing." Henry saldd,

“This was my best scason.
for sure. Buat | insist it was nol
casv at lrst and people lorget

that when | arrived at Arsenal, |
was living on the bench.”

Asked  what  had  changed
since he joined Arsenal. he said
that he had tmproved at every
level

With the Guonners
improved m all s aspects
headers, controlling  the  ball
and espectally  tacklmg” he
sl

Iny gae

Henry France

FHIERRY HENRY

‘In England. even (I vou're
techinieally gitted, vou're nobody
il yvou're :mt aggressive.

And lormmer Arsenal striker
Wright was the playver who had
inspired him

‘At Lee Dixon's testimontal, |
Was siftting next to Martin Ke-
own and he asked me to wateh
lan Wright, And I did.

‘I have the tape of his poals

with Arsenal at home and |
sometimes wateh it for tun: 154
goals 1 28H matches. Hﬂliti.'
very solid” he sail,

Scottish Premiership

= e e Rl - et

Rangers owe De Boer o

(lnternet
Ronald de
I3oer  scored  the
only goal of the
gaime as Rangers
cmerpged from @
lascittanme battle with second-
placed  Hibs  with - all three
proints.

With
PrEnN,
nonetheless
enthralling

Both sides
O men as
approached

Jorg  Alberiz
Rangers and John
lowed  hime down
shortly alterwards

I'he breakthrongh came ()
49 munutes when Neil MeCann
found space on the left and s
cross was met by de Boer at the
front post, with Nick Colgan el
helpless

Rangers had starteed the see-
hall at a haons pace with
itz testing Nick Colgan
l1i~ near post

Dece 25
u'pnrli;

al o
wWels
than

lacthall
match
less

prety
the
VT

recluced 1o
linal whistle

W e
thie

saw  red o

(O'Neil {ol-
thwe tonmel

TINTL

Hibs refused 1o lie down,

though. and they began (o force

IRangers onto the back foot

The ever-dangerous Franck
Sanzee had a typically powerlyl
hionr-

drive  blockerd the
mark.,

Clear-cat - scoring
had been hard to come
throughout the match and the
majority* ol the match was
plaved out in midfield.

A nasty under-carrent to the
match  spilled  over with  ten
munes  remalmuogy when A\l
bhertz and Cary Smithy clashed.

[{eferee Rens € hak  splil
1 e |;hn'|-r- p gl I.‘i!ﬂll'(: ol
straight red card to the Ger-
man. with Smith only booked.
But before Hibs could bene-
they too were reduced to 10
John O'Neil lashed

been  challenged

a1

fit.
men when
out  having
from behind.

Both sides had approached
the game wholeheartedly from
the off. with challenges flying in
aiel Hibs looking far from over-
awed on their first visit of the

chances
by

0w

season 1o lbrox. 5

Albertz pulled 3 couple of|

efforts wide early on by it
”“-ik Latlrﬁtll

inutes.

A quick free Kiek ‘was uod-
ded into the Danes' gatly and z
dipping volley had Kijos ﬂy‘l
across his Lﬂﬂl 1o push the bal
wide.

Reyna had a long-range -;.

fort comfortably saved Before de
Boer miissed a glorious .
tunity to put Rangers al

A six-man moved cu

[ar post.

The match descended into g
rather scrappy period for l
minntes, with either side pie
ing up two bookings.

Neither Keeper was particu-§
1 Reyna
forced Colgan 1o gather a long-%

larly threatened. thoug]

range lefi-foor  effort half-

time approad hel

as

No changes at Spurs just yetgg

LONDON (Re11-
ters/Internet ):
Gieorge Graham's

da

position as Tol-

o tenham  Hotspur
inanager is secure

for the time being". the new

cesslul olub vou have got to
Levy

have a successful team.”
told the Evening Standard.

‘1 don't want to get involved
on the football side. That's why
we employ professionals. -

“The club's obviously got

AP iated by many fans ana
e

his sale of French winger Davit}

(:inola 1o Aston Villa m the off
season caused a lot of anger.
The former Arsenal boss was
the sixth manager of Su
tenure and the Daily Mai

hnmﬂl‘ﬁ

in Ricksen delivering a perfegt”
ball from the right. but with the =
goal at his mercy, de Boer eon-{
trived to put the ball wide of th Tod

ant

L §

almos
opened the Scoring after P
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boss ol the premier league club : B T NI ha 5
sald on Friday as media reports e o anam and ENIC have - Friday reported that Hoddle. 2l P
return to White Hart Lane ““l”“l structure of Tottenham 5 White Hart Lane. could tz off + 71
i nl” :II"" l!‘]"f":l"g '“_'r "'?”' over from Graham at the end off ! ¥
. agement side for the time be- » o "
Alan Sugar ended nine tur- "t‘j . the season. | P};
bulent years at the helin when Lq’ R g e Ll S | Hoddle is currently in cha ge r
he stepped down as  Spurs ; 1 £ anied sugar 10 - at premier league Southampte bk
chairman after selling more :Ilm HIE Im new players 10 drag  but his return to Spurs wouldis K
than halfl of his 40 perce le club out of a largely barren  he yery popular with fans i
1ian hall of his 40 percent period . |
stake to ENIC on Thursday The League C - - revere him as one of the clubs
Daniel Levy. managing di- ¢ S il P VORI greatest plAvErs:
G aF A EoaTt. ”'lh rha din 1999 was the only trophy of =
sroup and a Ililllml "'% IUTS I"ll: HUEARS TEIEL, 1 have learned long ago tha
f:l”llm; ; g 9 an, Spurs, |Ith in the table, re- 1 is a waste of energy to worrs
TR : _ gard themselves as one of the ,hout situations that are nut. 0
riday the club would not countrv's top clubs. a tez ~ ' Ds
™ . T - P C S, =N your control.” said Graha
make any rash decisions but  gsvnomvmous with  stvle  and !
gAVe ed sipnal | P - % 2 LY an once a successful boss at Ar ,
eave mixed signals about the  epterjainment. but they have Ri
hire of Grah: i : e ‘ Y Al nal. on Thursday. o
BAREY raliam. who is un been left bel { by the like { £ In
popular with a section of the _ 1'1d Dy e 1KeES o Nothing surprises vou in
club's fans ('h“imlm”;g [M"”Iml“ﬁ-"‘“"rl United  |s01ball any more. 1 don't knoge B!
ol Jduak north London rivals Arse- .
We are..very conscious of o) n rivals Arse il there 1s any extra pressure i .
III'.- !r’if -I t]lt‘]' 'r-! l'lfr_l"k'l" '._-I "'1".{' |‘ I E 1“'!, Il‘lll‘ I]l“l l!!l""l-l '}" tllr‘ f lltlllu". 1_:..::4:! % [-
il s style ol !il.n is 1101 ownership. b 1t
':: 3 n.
‘ d b i)
= B
- % .51_:
be
, . A | _ I'nglish football despite ofi-field® " <«
LONDON. Dec 25 patience for the once-mighty R T e Flid well i éil
(Reuters/Internet): club’s problems of more recent J”” five  wvears, as Tottenham 11=:gi
Former Totten- L e : . ' .I”]r||lfli_&rr and chief,, mput:tvc.‘ iFr
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BUENOS AIRES.
Dec 25 (Reuters,
Internet): River
Plate coach Ame-
rico Gallego's job
1s under threat.
largely because of the success

ol arch rivals Boca Juniors

Club  president David
tado  admitted on Friday
directors were diseassing Gal-
lego's Iature, even though his
feam won the Clausura chaun-
pionship held in the first half ol
the vear

and were ranners-up in the
Apertura  wich  finished last
Sunday

Pl-
thiat

Callego's  problem  is  that
Hoca won a unique treble. in-
cluding the South American

Libertadores Cup, the

Intercontinental Cap  and
the Apertara.,
"We haven't discarded Gal-

leco bhut the last part of the vear
has been very bitter,” saad Pin-
tadao, n‘l't‘rrtllp, 1o Boca's titles.

Rivers  Colombian  striker
Juan Pablo Angel. who on Fri-
dlov was sold to English premier
league side Aston Villa for 14
millon dollars, said Gallego's
predicament was typical of life
at one ol the world's biggest
clubs,

“These sitaations are normal
al River." said Angel. who was
top scorer in the Apertura with
I3 goals

s a elab which is used to
perpetual suecess and when its

ht is another's plight|-

biggest rivals are winning this
gencrates bad feeling ®
'intado adhmmitte (I that "The

Milhonaires™ have considered
replacing Gallego with Hugo de
Leon, a lormer River Plate de-
lender who this vear led Na-
cional to the title in his native
L iruguan

Boca's treble winning team
was still intact on Friday with
the expected flood of offers for
their tap plavers still to materi-
alise.

Uintil now the club has not
recenved any oflers but  tins
tloes not mean to sav that there
won't be any translers by the
end ol the yvear.” vice-president
Roberto Digon said

Siriker Martin Palermo. who
scored both goals in the 2-1
Intercontinental Cup win over
European champions Real Ma-
drid and was the team's top
scorer in the Apertura champi-

anship, is expected to be lirst to
leave

His agent Gustavo Mascardi
said  Englislt  premier league
side West Ham United were
interestec.

Digon said Boca needed to
sell at least one plaver to bal-
ance the books and that not
even the conntry s most POPIL-
lar club could match the wages
paid 1 Evrope. L

The situation is not serious
but if we don't repeat  onr
SPOrting success m:\l \ear we
could have problems,” he said.
“An impartant sale can help us
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put the club’s

G&spart puts
Barca at the |
summit

BARCELONA. Dex
Barcelona preéss
dent Joan Gaspart could
resist a Christunas-time jibe @
arch-nmvals Real Madrid on "‘_f-
urday when he said: "We're !
best club in the universe.”
Gaspart has been duing 5
best to tone down the riv t
with the bhovs from the Be -"-?

ili“."()'lll]l!h i

beu since he ook over i
presidency of the club ll'lﬁ’“
northem sumimer. ‘-'F.-

But  Real
FIFA award as the bhest ell'l
the century has clearly rankied
with  Gaspart. who be *‘1!
more than anvone the Bare
lona motto, "More than a CHIE? <

"We're thie best sporting © 10
i the world. in the yniverse.
he wld reporters on Sarprday.

“We dan't need anvone
to tell us that. Other duh&
lieve it becanse lhet‘ﬂ"‘ tﬂld
e he added in rt‘fvrcw
IKeal's FIFA award.

el belieye we re ”"" hes
» & Koo g Flonge Ill'ﬁl FI
UEFA or anyone else to lﬂl 1
There are certain  things

can't decide with a Wle. F:-':"
obvions.” :

Madrid's  recentf
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