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8 ple were
dlled and
_“:__} ort said the law and

committed on the court premises
| and eminent personalities like
1 journalist Shamsur Rahman,
~ advocate Habibur Rahman
~ Mandal, and Alhaj Majibur
* Rahman Chishti were murdered.

%
S ik 90 people died in police
558 "nm!dandmrdock labourers
* died in police firing at the Mongla
 port.
" The report was presented at a

conference m'garglsedmt:}'
~ BHRB In the city vesterday. For-
 mer Chlefﬂccutgn Commissioner
~ and Justice of the Appellate divi-

 slon of Supreme Court Abdur
~ Rauf and Executive Director of
the Bureau Advocate Md.

maﬁm presented the report.

~ Chairman of PSC Dr. SMA Fayej

| - BHRB report

By Staﬂ' Correspondent

and Justice Mohammad Abdul
Ohab were also present.

The report attributed the mur-
ders to varlous Incidents like
hijacking, theft, robbery, terrorist
activities, acid throwing, rape,
abduction, repression of women
and children, intra-party feud,
toll collection, beating by mob
and campus violence.

Violence against women has
clalmed 272 lives and 615 women
and children were raped, the
report said.

The number of suicidal and
accldental deaths are 1,120 and
1,900 respectively. Natural disas-
ter claimed 363 lives while fire
incidents took 121 lives.

The report described the toll
collection as a horrifying trend.
Terrorists and political cadres are
involved In it. Fifty people were
murdered and 334 injured by the
extortionists this year,

Twenty-nine Bangladeshf
citizens were shot dead by BSF at
border areas.
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. RAJSHAHI. Dec 25: Tense
~ situation has been prevailing at
o Sugar Mills and its
icent areas following a post-
m clash between the sup-
' of two rival panels in the
_ election.
At least 40 people were
Jnjured, 10 of them seriously.
"~ The clash continued till mid
- might last night. Both the groups
~  exchanged gun-shots. Al one
~ Slage one group attacked the
~ residence of the Mill's Managing
Director. They damaged the
’ pans.
The supporters of the panel,
led by Alauddin, also attacked
the residence of Muslim Uddin

" Rajshahi Sugar Mills CBA polls
40 injured in post
election violence

From Our Correspondent

who led the other panel.

Additional police forces from
Motihar thana and RMP head-
quarters rushed to the spot to
bring the situation under control,

Of the injured, four were
admitted to Rajshahi Medical
Coliege Hospital in critical condi-
tion.

Meanwhile, different political
parties In separate statements
condemned the incident.

They wurged the autho-
rities concerned to arrest the
culprits.

They also demanded exem-
plary punishment to those
responsible for the incident.
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Rafiqul Islam Bakul of BNP.

. Having boycotted parliamen-

' o, G
- BNP and its allies
cided about joinin

o

21st
session of the seventh parlia-
~ ment.
- The opposition parties,
especially the BNP, are now
under growing pressure
from within to come back to

the

parliament. One argument
has it that such a move would
intensify the anu-government
agitation and do them a lot of
good in the next general election,
aswell.

Top leaders of the BNP and
other alliance partners in their
latest meetings failed to resolve
the disputed issue of going back
lo parliament. The opposition
leaders are due to meet again
after the Eid-ul-Fitr to arrive at a
decision on the jong-standing
issue.

Opposition lawmakers
- willing to join the session
~argue that such a move
- would enable them to effectively
,?lghlight the government's
fallures and misdeeds.

Such projection in the House
- would also have a positive impact

on the opposition's planned post-

Ed; street agitation to force the

ernment to resign, the

added. ok A
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Coming JS session

Besides. this section of MPs
also believe that the parllament
could be used as an effective
-soliciting public- support
of the next general election
as the House proceedings are
broadcast live on radio. "Even if
the government fails to behave in

the House. we can create the |

ground for our long-pending
decision to resign en masse," said
a BNP legislator, seeking ano-
nymity,

Nevertheless, BNP Chairper-
son and the Leader of the
Opposition in parliament
Khaleda Zia, who is reported to be
under the grip of the party hard-
liners, told the visiting Greek
foreign minister in the city that
the atmosphere is not conducive
for her party to return to parlia-
ment.

Neither the Speaker nor is the
ruling party likely to initiate any
fresh move to bring the boycotting
opposition back to the House, as
all their efforts in the past two
years falled to yield any positive
result.

Speaker Humayun Rashed
Chowdhury told a group of
reporters last week that many
opposition lawmakers had told
him about their willingness to
Jjoin the upcoming parliament
Session.
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From Page 12
“The party is suffering from
cancer but treatment |s being
gven for diarrhoea,” Ratan said.
I don't feel to be in a party
which is and run by an

illiterate person like M
B ALl Fali. - osaddek

Party insiders sald Ratan has
been victimised for his stance
against Khaleda Zia's private

secretary Falu and formation of
the JCD central committee with

in Ahmed Pintu as |is

president.
They said the BNP Chalrperson
- feeenlly instructed the party

- Mirhajaribagh

, From Page 12
bother to clean the reservoir for
~  Expents"‘say ‘natural marsh
and Methane may accumu-
€ maturally in an underground
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place as
one of the tenants got

. |
Beheaded body
y '._i.,.. mPage 12
o A IE Interrogation, Meheds,
P e acthist told
. e killed Shah Alam as
atr with e having an illicit
non S Mehedi's wife.
lowdata. 28m and Sohrab
W also be interro-
i 30, police

Il| i

Ratan suspended

secretary general to issue expul
sion order on Ratan for his public
slance against Falu. But the
process was delayed as majority
of the party leaders suggested her
not to take any action against
Ratan.

A reliable source told The Daily
Star yesterday that BNP hardlin-
ers convinced Khaleda Zia that
Ralan was provoking JCD activ-
Ists o resist the Pintu-Laltu
committee and suggested her Lo
expel Ratan from the party.,

Pak blasts

From Page 12

oimilar blasts also occurred In
dnother Punjabl city of
Falsalabad and Hyderabad, a
major city in southern province of
Sindh, and casualties were
reported in both incldents.

A low-intensity blast that took
place at the rallway station of
Falsalabad, the third largest city
of the country, inflicted infuries to
three persons on Monday morn-
ing.

Five persons received minor
Injuries when an explosive device
went off in a bus near Hyderabad
on Monday.

Today was Pakistan's public
holiday in commemoration of the
country’'s founder Mohammad Al
Jinnah and the people rushed to
markets for shopping for the
Muslim festival of Eid, which will
fall on Wednesday or Thursday.

The security arrangements
have been further beefed up
throughout the country to averl
recurrence of any such Incident,
police sources sald.
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Pakistani police officials look at bloodstained
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clothes at the site of a market bomb explosion in Lahore

"
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yesterday. At least 37 people were injured in three bomb explosions in Pakistan as the Christian

minority celebrated Christmas and Muslims prepared for Eid-ul-Fitr.

-AFP photo

IT convention recommends

modification of banking rules

Review and modiflication of
country's banking rules and
regulations are urgently required
to linance IT projects and draw

investment Irom expatriates,
reports LINB.
The recommendation came

from a two-day convention titled
"TechTransfer-2000: Bangla-
desh” that concluded In the city
Sunday.

The convention of Bangladeshi
technologists, investors and
entrepreneurs from home and
abroad, held at Bangladesh Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy, observed in its recommenda-
tion that there is a general lack of
readiness of the banks to finance
I'T projects.

"A dialogue between bankers
and IT business communily is
essential to ligure out the modali-
Lies of IT project financing,” the
recommendation said, adding
that review and modification of
banking rules and regulations
are urgently required to finance
IT projects.

It further suggested that BOI
be expanded to offer services to a
variety of offers of the non-
resident Bangladeshis, and not
investment alone.

The meet stressed the néed for
developing the infrastructure for

the growth of resident
Bangladeshis (RB) and non-
resident Bangladeshis (NRB)

cooperation on sustainable basis.

“The cooperation of NRB's in
lerms of human resource devel-
opment can be executed through

existing educational Infrastruc-
ture,” the recommendation at the
end of the two-day brainstorming
convention said.

The NRBs are ready to offer
their assistance on the lollowing:
creation of a marketing office In
established hi-tech areas in the
west, creation of a technology
consulate or a counsellor In
established hi-tech areas in the
weslt, creation of a cenler of excel-
lence with NRB partnership to
provide state-ol-the-art hands-on
lechnology education.

In the field of Blotech and
Chemical Technology, the two
day convention suggested some
hi-tech educational programmes
In university curriculum in fields
ol biotech genetic and chemical

Car bomb

From Page 1
resolution of their 50-year -
old dispute over Kashmir. The
neighbors have fought two wars
over the region, divided between

them since independence In
1947.
India extended a unilateral

cease-fire in its portion of Kash-
mir clastooweek, and (Pakistan
responded by withdrawing some
ol its troops along the 1972 line
that divides the province.

India says the insurgency has
claimed 30,000 lives. Human
rights groups say at least 60,000
civilians, soldiers and militants
have been Killed.

technology.

For biotech and chemical
lechnology Industries sirong
analytical and quality control
support base needs to be devel-
oped. Supports avallable in
BCSIR, BAEC and unliversities
need to be collected and pub-
lished, preferably in the Internet.

During the two-day conven-
tion, it was revealed that environ-
ment pollution, particularly air
pollution, is a strong deterrent to
the NRBs' active participation in
local ventures.

NRBs are verv concerned
aboult the high traffic congestion,
which kills valuable man-hours.”

About E-Commerce, the rec
ommendation said combination
of private entrepreneurs, govern
ment, NGOs and international
donor agencies want Lo contrib-
ute to Bangladesh e-commerce
through pilot project.

For IT policy, the recommen-
dation said E-governance would
accelerate the formation of a
domestic market thereby matur-
ing the indigenous IT skills
quicker. The Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury report on IT needs to
be fully implemented, it said.

About r:nerl.?' and power
policy, the two-day” CoriVéntion
suggested extendlng gas
pipelines and gas-grid networks
all over the country as opposed

o gas transmission line for
export.

"Export of gas-generated prod-
ucts Is more viable than exporting
gas itsell,” the meetl observed.
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Sadek Hossain Khoka, city BNP president, was warmly welcomed by party leaders and activists at
ZIA yesterday on his arrival from New York after treatment. City BNP General Secretary Abdus
Salam, party leaders Eklashuddin Mollah, Mohammad Mohan and Ahsanullah Hasan were present

amongothers at the airport,

Frustration in BNP

From Page 12

University campus. Two JCD
activists were gunned down in
one such incldent on July 2.

Instead of removing the two
from JCD, "the party chiel has
rewarded them through upgrad
ing their status,” lamented a
member of the BNP standing
committiee, It could also be inter
preted as the party chiel's inclina-
tion to have non-students and
terrorists in the student body, he
added.

Moreover, such dedicated
leaders as Habibunnabl Khan
Sohel, were dropped from the new
committee, he pointed out. This
trend of giving non-students and
armed cadres the upper hand
would ruin JCD in the coming
days, he teared.

A group of 'hard-line’ leaders
has talked Khaleda Into believing
that militant activists like Pintu
and Laltu are now needed in JCD
to recapture Dhaka University
arnd other educational Institu-
tions in the city as soon as the
carelaker government lakes over,
he sald.

She has been made o believe
that It would not be possible for
BNP to come Lo power, I the edu-

catlonal Institutions, especially
the DU, remain In the ruling
party-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League's control, he
observed.

Sources sald that top-ranking
leaders had suggested that the
Pintu and other "controversial®
leaders be dumped into the
party's city committee and Jubo
Dal, and the JCD be completely
turned Into an organisation of
genuine and regular students.
Pintu was made vice president of
the city BNP accordingly.

According to a senior BNP
leader, the party has a falr chance
to be voted (o power In the next
general elections, but formation
of a JCD central committee with
non-students and cadres has
serfously damaged Its image.

Relerring to the outburst of
students at Dhaka University and
elsewhere in the country, he said
such reaction had never been
witnessed In the past since the
parly was born. He suggested
that it would be wise for the party
chiel to Immediately dissolve the
new committee and form a fresh
one with genulne and dedicated
activists.

Most party leaders feel BNF's

plan to Intensily the oust-
government movement alter the
Ramadan would be seriously
affected by formation of such an
unpopular JCD central commit-
lee.

It seems that Khaleda 1s trying
o be a hard-liner and wants o
lurn the party into an extreme
rightwing force from its centrist
disposition, a BNP policy-maker
sald. This trend would definitely
discourage moderate people in
the party to continue politics
under the banner of BNP, he said.

The leader said BNP got popu-
larity within a very short time
because ol Ils centrist character
and political ideology. If it turned
into a rightwing party, he argued,
no one would feel the urge to do

ILs politics,
“There Is already Jamaat and
other rightwing forces In the

country... so why will people joln
BNP, Instead of supporting them
should it (BNP) emerge as an
extreme rightwing force?” he
asked. People In BNP who do not
belleve In extreme right or left
may be rendered inactive due to

the party chiel's recent role, he
[eared,
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Three policemen
suspended on
charge of toll

collection in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Dec 25: Three
police constables were sus-

pended today on charge of toll
collection at Miakhan Nagar area
under Bakalia thana in the port
city, police sources sald,

The three policemen were
caught by the mob while they
demanded toll from local busi-
nessmen at 9-30 last night, they
sald.

The mob also beat them up as
they went there In plain cloth
without Informing Bakalia thana,
police sources sald.

Departmental cases were
Initiated against them In this
connection.

Pintu, Laltu

From Page 12
Pintu and Laltu amid lm{ﬁh
police protection to complete the
rituals while the two assumin
the top offices of BNP student

wing,
Although traditionally high-
command leaders of BNP, includ-

ing the secretary general and the
student advisor, remain present
on such occasions, this time none
was seen. That, observers say,
virtually exposed their dissatis-
[action.

On the other side angry JCD
activists continued their violent
agitation yesterday demanding
dissolution of the newly declared
JCD committee,

The protestors damaged cars
and shops In front of the
Nayapaltan BNP office yesterday
morning during frenzied demon-
strations against the committee
headed by Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pintu and Shahabuddin Laltu.

On the Dhaka University cam-
Ims. hundreds of JCD activists
roughtout rolest
and held rally in front of the
DUCSU Bhaban at noon. They
chanted slogans against the new
committee during the demonstra-

Shopping

From Page 12
who could manage their
budget alittle late.

"I was not able to buy Eid gifts

Eid

for my family members due to |
ye Eid |
bonus from my office,” said Abul |
Kalam, an official at a private |

delaved disbursement of

firm.

A shopkeeper al Eastern Plaza
sald, "We are now trying to sell of]
our stock for the Eid festival as
time is running out. This would
continue till ‘'chand rat’ (the night
before the Eid day).

He added. "It is a tradition of

business community, particu-
larly that in Old Dhaka, to buy
Eid gifts at chand rat.”

A salesman at a shop on Ele-
phart 'road sald, "We' kept our
shop opeh till 2 on ISurday
night.”

Meanwhile, vendors on pave-
ments
business before the Eid.

SEMP Impasse
From Page 12

It also proposed that it would
engage an independent auditor to
investigate the allegations
against the SIAs.

There has been no reply to the
letter so far. Sources said the

procession |
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Eid
: From Page
however.

All our 36 meteorological
stations will report to the (metleo-
rological) department today
(Tuesday) as 1o whether the

Shawal Moon has been sighied o
not. Based on their report, we will

were also doing brisk

MOEF is preparing a letter, refer- |

ring the matter to the Finance
Minister. But its contents are not
known.

Exl.?orts show

“rom Page 12
uct processing. This means that
the more processed a product is,
the more duty is imposed on it.

'S0, these high-duty product
areas should be explored by
Bangladeshi exporters to get the
most oul of the ABA," he said. "EU
will cut its subsidy on agriculture
by 2006, which also opens up a
new export diversification scope.”

However, he warned that Ban-
gladesh should carefully look at
the ABA rules of origin. If the
rules of origin are stringent then
the country would not be able to
reap much benefit out of the
system and, in such case, it
should lobby to have the rules for
relaxed.

The third LDC conference to be
held in Brussels in May 2001 will
be an important meeting for
Bangladesh and for that matter
for any LDC. A number of new
initiatives like iInfrastructure
support programme for the LDCs
would be taken from this forum
and Bangladesh should rally for
its share in such initiatives.

Unocal

From Page 1

Petrobangla brushed aside the
projected cost of Tk 134 crore as
an Incurred cost. Besldes,
Petrobangla said, it was not offi-
clally informed of other costs
except for the payment of Tk 40
crore to raillway authorities, tea
estates and local people.

“The Insurance claims would
show us whal was our true loss
caused by the Magurchhara
blowout,” sald a source. "What-
ever was Unocal's claim to iis
Insurer Is what It believed (o be
the genuine loss incurred by the
blowout, If Unocal gives us the
documents we are asking for, It
would dispel misunderstanding
over the blowout Issue.”

In addition, difference between
Unocal's Insurance claim and its
proclaimed compensation pay-
ments to various parties wnuid
make clear whether the country
was being denied of any amount
of money.

“For Instance, if Unocal has got
Tk 400 crore from Its Insurer and
paid, say, Tk 300 crore as com-
pensation, it means Bangladesh
deserves to get a share of Tk 100
crore," he explained.
"Magurchhara blowout has dam-
aged our resources, not Unocal's.
Nobody should try to reap finan-
clal beneflts from our misfor-

tune.”

notily the Islamic Foundation,
Bangladesh.” said a source in the
Met Office last night

The National Moon Sighting
Committee headed by Stale Min-
ister for Religious Affairs
Maulana Nurul Islam will meet in
the conference room of the
i Islamic Foundation afler
Maghreb pravers this evening.

The Foundation has alreacdv
requesied all its district offices 1o
inform it immedials Iy il the moon

| Is sighted in their respective
| areas

| Anv one to have sighted the
\ Shawal Moon todavy has been

| requested to inform the Islamic
Foundation by calling 9559493,
9556407, 9555947. 9559643
and 9558337.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed in a message on the eve ol
| Eid greeted the countrymen. He
| said the characteristics of Eid-ul
| Fitr pave the wav for ‘social har-

mony and universal brotherhood.
| Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

in her message called upon Lhe

The Duke of Edinburgh (L), Britain
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother (2ndR) and the Prince of Wales (R)
leave St. Mary Magdalene Church after a Christmas Day church
service in Sandringham, Norfolk, yesterday. -

& Queen Elizabeth 11, Queen

P photo

tomorrow

countrymen to turn the jovs of
Eid into a universal festivity.

Leader of the Opposition In
Jallya Sangsad Khaleda Zia
greeted the countrymen on the
occasion of Eid and wished ha
piness, peace and prosperity for
the Muslim Ummah.

Meantime, four Eid Jamaatls
will be held at Baitul Mukarram
Nalional Mosque on the day of the
Eid at 7:15, B:00, 9:00 and 9:45
in the morning, PID sources said
vesterday.

National lags will be hoisted
alop all government buildings as
well as private establishments.
The main city thoroughfares will
be decorated with the national
llag and colourful festoons.
Important government bufldings
will be iluminated on the night of
the Eidday.

Improved diet will be served in
hospitals, jails, orphanages.
vagrant and welfare centres, and
in destitute homes.

dangladesh Betar and Bangla-
desh Television will broadcast
special programmes while news-

papers will bring out special
supplements.
Other programmes include

sereening of Hms. seminars and.
didcussion” meelings. reunion of
childrén ' and friendly  football

maltches

'BCP cadre's body

handed over to son

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 25: Aloke
Sarder, son of slain BCP cadre
Porimal Sarder, filed a case with
Khulna thana on Sunday night.

The body was handed over to
him alter he identified his father's

body in the General Hospital
morgue.
In the FIR Aloke mentioned

that his [ather Porimal Sarder
was an armed cadre of Biplobi
Communist Party and had no
connection with the family mem-
bers since last four years due (o
intra-party rivalry.

He further said that his father
was harboured by son-in-law of
retired SP Ataul Gani Badsha.

My father was involved in

many murders, extortions and
forcible occupation of different
tish farms In Dumuria and Tala
upazilas

Aloke said that Porimal was
given lile-term In a murder case
trial in absentia, while four mur-
der cases are still under trial in
Khulna and Satkhira Judges’
COLUTLS

Meanwhile, the murder of
Porimal has sparked off tension
among armed cadres of Dumuria
and Tala based unit of Biplobi
Communist Party, police said.

Dumuria police said several
rounds of blank shots were fired
at the house of Porimal Sunday
night at Magurakhali union.

NohpoliCe action

From Page 12
arrested, stayed at Holel Saint
Martin at Agrabad using the local
address of Imam Textile Mill,
which is owned by an industrial-
ist of southern Chittagong, police
and hotel sources said

The three Pakistanis staved in
rooms 502 and 512 of the hotel
the sources said.

The kingpin of the smuggling
rng made his fortune through
smuggling and oflicials of differ
ent agencies are on his payroll,
sources said.

He also owns a palatial house
at DOHS in Mohakhall, Dhaka,
the source also added. One of his
elder brothers, who is reportedly
also a member of the syndicate, is
staving in Singapore (o escape
arrest In Bangladesh on charges
ol smuggling.

BSS adds: The cartons
dropped Into the Bay of Bengal

from two boats on December 17
are believed (o contain arms and
ammunition, intelligence sources
said in Dhaka.

The Intelligence. agencies will
bring some of the main suspects
among the 28 Bangladeshi crew
who have been arrested and a
Pakistani citizen to Dhaka from
Chittagong for interrogation after
Eid, the sources said.

A senior intelligence official
lold the news agency Monday
night that the arrested confessed
that the boxes dropped into the
deep sea contained arms and
ammunition.

Police are on a haunt for two
other Pakistanis who are sus-
pected to be Involved in the smug-
gling

A Navy ship during regular
patrol on December 17 arrested
28 Banvladeshi crew and a Paki-
stani citizen from two mecha-
nised boats

e ——

Auto-rickshaw drivers

From Page 1

They chanted slogans against
police and demanded Immediate
release of their colleagues, wit-
nesses said.

Riot police rushed to the spot
and charged batons to disperse
the mob.

The retreating drivers hurled
crackers and brickbats to paolice.
Gunshots were also heard. Police
then lobbed several tear gas
shells and fired blank shols
witnesses sald.

Police chased the mob from two
sides and arrested 32 people.

Several traders at Talala mar-
ket there sald that some shops
were looted during the clash.

Earller, auto-rickshaw drivers
put up barricades on Demra road
and at Jatrabari at about 7:30
am.

F— T R i e B B

When transport workers at
Sayvedabad bus terminal came to
know aboul the road barricade,
they chased the auto-rickshaw

drivers., wilnesses sald. While
fleeing, they damaged several
vehicles.

Some sources claimed that a
faction of JCD opposed to the
Pintu group joined the drivers
and damaged several vehicles at
Savedabad.

Police arrested 20 people from
the spot and brought the situa-
tion under control at about noon.

Later, more than 1000 drivers.
Joined by other people. brought
out a procession under the ban-
ner of Dhaka Metropolitan Auto-
rickshaw Workers Unlon and
held a rally at Paltan Maidan
protesting the police action.




