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exhibition

Images from Nepal

Chobi Mela's 'Nepal by Nepalis' photo show ends at the Shilparag, Dhanmondi

By Tawfique Al

captivating land that
draws tourists from across
the world is Nepal, laying

at the foot of the Himalayas.
Katmandu has been one of the
major tourist spots in the world.
As such tourism Industry has
bloomed in this small country of
South Asia. But like any other
country of the region it also
encounters political and soclo-
religious crisis that make up its
national history. This country
boasts of its rich cultural heritage
and tradition. To make an expo-
sure of the nation, Nepall photog-
raphers have taken a part in the
ongoing Chobl Mela . the biggest
photographic extravaganza in
Asla hosted by Dhaka.

As part of this festival, the

exhibition titled 'Nepal by Nepalis'

had showcased works of the
Nepal photographers Ilrom
December 17 1o 23 focusing the
country’'s day to day life In sim-
plicity in the lap ol nature, socio-
economic lile ol its population,
their political life and above all
cultural and traditional phenom-
éna.

Nepali photographers featured
in the show including Usha
Tiwari, at Shilparag Gallery, are
Ravi Manandhar, Narendra
-Shrestho, Min Bajrachava
Jagadish Tiwarl, 'a professianal
photgrapher and expert on'moun-
tain photographer and Bikash
Rauniar also a professional pho
tographer.

A number of photographs on
the show is an honest testimony
to the country's richness in mar-

images tell how bounteous the
nature is in Nepal. But there Is
also the flip side of the coln.
Though the visitors call Nepal
the queen of the nature, political
turmoil often hit the country with
all its ferocity and ugliness.
Besides, various measures laken
by the establishment are often
tantamount to the violation of
people's civic and human rights .
Right at the entrance of the
gallery one Image titled 'water-
life' of some lively women seeking
their livellhood in a brook, would
draw one's casual attention. Bul
a sad tale underlies beneath this
usual activities of life. A group of a
minority nationality called Tharu
women are seen catching fish In
the Karnall river ol west Nepal.
The government of Nepal Is
counting the giant energy coms-

pany Enron that has wreaked so
much havoe in India urging it to
build a 10,000 megawatt hydro
project on this river. Though
there is much protest within the
country, the government ellorts
llow on as steadily as the Karnali.
But if the governmenlt is success
ful the Karnali will not flow as
belore bringing an end to the
livelihood of fishing people along
its course, while thousands ol
megawallts of electricity will pass
by their huts en route to Nepalis
citles and 10 India. The govern-
ment calls this 'development.’
The uprooted ones' speaks ol a
human disaster. A group of unfed
and Ricketi Bhutani refugee
children In this snap gives a
vacant look at a helpless present
and unknown destiny in Ghapa
district of east Nepal. This is one

the world,

Alongside multifarious evils,
nature’'s elegance and serenity
produce a beautiful contrast and
a blissful posture In Nepal. Mt.
Kushang Kang is one of countless
Instances that add to the immen-
sity of Nepal's unearthly beauty.
A picture called 'Mt. Kushang
Kang and Moon' in the Everest
reglon captures a unigue moment
in which a pretty bird Is seen
aboul to take off on the crest ol
the mountain covered with milk-
white lce against the backdrop of
a glowing full moon making the
mountain's crest beam with a
heavenly aura.

In "Together” two birds appear
on the Chanpudevi Danda (hill) of
Katmandu. The Katmandu Valley
is known for the great variety of
birds that make it their home and
that migrate through it. But of

late pollution is threatening their
habitat along that of the people
who live In the valley,

An Image ol growing corn
sheaves titled 'Fertllity snapped
from the city of Katmandu gives
an ldea of Nepal's soll productiv-
ity. Farmers of the middle hills
region of Nepal are fortunate
enough to have fertile land and
sufficlent water for plantation.

Photographs on the activities
of Nepal communist party (Mao-
Ist) hint at the country's political
unrest. To get to the true picture,
an Image called "Famlily” shows a
famlily oul for a stall on the still
streets of Katmandu during a
Bandh (strike) called by the Nepal
Communist Party which has been
waging a "people’'s war® in the
country for five years now. "Cru-
elty” 1s another picture which
exhibits police repression on a

Speaking Thru' a Camera

Nepali photographer Usha Tiwari catches fleeting moments in her frames in her exhibition at

Shilparag

By Muneera Parbeen

OMENT of Marriage,
Wedding Orchestra,
Loving Look, Street

Play, Colourful, Journey and a
host of other photographs by
Usha Tiwari from Nepal are on
show at the Shilparag Gallery In
the city this week. The exhibition
is part of the ongoing 1st Festival
of Photography in Asia or Chobi
Mela and Usha's very interesting
images have lound their way
among other participants from
Nepal

It's hard to imagine that this
lively, bubbly and spirited 28
vear-old young woman sees lile
in so many serious angles
around her. Usha, who has
made camera a part of her exis
lence since she 15, Is a
freelancer now, and a very politi-
cally conscious young lady, who
wants to present the plight of the
common people with the lens. A
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fantasue eye for details is her
forte. Social disparity in every-
day life, the plight of women,
traditionalism versus progres-
sive forces in the society all find a
place in this young lady’'s works.

Usha while describing her
passion for this field of work,
draws an analogy with a writer

present his feelings and beliefs, a
photographer has his camera (o
capture all that he or she wants
lo express. Usha finds the ability
ol a camera (o express Intimate
description of life fascinating
and convinced that photography
Is a very powerful medium and if
used correctly, able to get
through message to millions
that hundreds of words or
speeches could not possibly do.
She further defines her work
explaining how it differs from the
writers' pen. The field of photog-
raphy is a little bit more difficult
since a writer can write and
rewrite (o make his composition
better but a photographer has to
have the adaptability and pres-
ence of mind to instantaneously
capture what is happening or
occurring around him/her.
Some of the pieces of Usha's
composition stand witness o
her passion lor human kind and
social causes. In Turbulent
Peace and in Exhibition Against
Exhibitionism, taken from dif
ferent political protests ongaing
in hercountry at the moment, In
Street Play the plights of the
street urchins (called khate In
Nepal as we have our tokais
here) come to life with a passion.
One very interesting composi-
tion titled Helping Hands which

moment, the mother and daugh-
ter sitting relaxed while the
father olls the newborn in the
family. In the background even
the housemaid s at leisure,
sitting and watching the family
at a homely moment. This Is a
reversal of roles, Usha explains,
since the mother is generally
expecled in the family to tend to
this kind of work in the soclety.
Instead this is a movement of the
soclally progressive people in her
country who are gradually
breaking out from this kind of
soclal practices Lo pave the way
for a better partnership in life.
Usha feels very strongly about
what Is ongoing around her and
she likes (o ensure that the
message she is trying to put
across is communicated to the
people who will be seeing her
work. For this reason her cap-
tions are long explaining the
background of each photograph
taken in order to enable the
viewers see beyond what comes
as the lirst perception of a pic-
fture. , f
Usha is hersell a picture of
progress in her country. She is
the first women photographer in
her country. The All Nepal
Women's Assoclation in this
context honoured her. At pres-
ent working as a [reelancer gives

protest programme against the
Indian Army occupation of Nepall
territory, staged by nine leftist
parties In front of the Indian
Embassy In Katmandu In 1988.

Since the Indo-Chinese war of
the early 1960s the Indian Army
has occupled a large area of land
in the Kalapani region of far west-
ern Nepal. Although maps and
other historical evidence show
this Is Nepall territory, the Indian
government still refuses to for-
mally acknowledge this or (o
remove Its troops. In "Turbulent
peace” police are seen arresting a
worker of the All India Women's
Assoclation (Revolutionary) that
affiliated with the NCP.

“The Moments of Marriage”
and "Wedding Orchestra” project
a glimpse of Nepall cultural rites.

In “The Moments of Marriage' a
traditional wedding procession Is
seen in a village on the national
highway leading to Katmandu.
The bride is carried In a tradi-
tional Tandon' to her In-laws'
home surrounded by her hus-
band's friends and relatives who
have feiched her from the natal
home she must now glve up or
gives her up. In Nepal daughters
have no rights In parental prop-
erty unless they remain unmar-

ried after the age of 35. "Wedding

orchestra’ depicts the traditional
wedding musicians called
‘Darjis’, a caste considered as
untouchables by those who uti-
lize thelr services.

This photography show will
help the viewers to form an inti-
mate idea of Nepal and leave a
lasting impression upon them.
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Pleasure of Life

Pleasure of Life is a group
exhibition, a part of Chobi
Mela, the 1st Fes - of
Pholography In Asia, h
started on December 19 at
the Indian Cultural Centre,

This exhibition is the final
product of World Press
Photo's series of three semi-
nars held annually at
Pathshala since 1998. Al
with Bangladeshi photogra-
phers, there were groups
from Bosnla Herzegovina,
Peru and Zimbabwe.
Through the intensive pro-
cess of analysis and editing,
argumen! and review, what
finally stands is a complex
and distinctive collection of
photo stories, Images and
words that expresses each
individual photographer's
search into the theme Plea-
sure of Life’.

The exhibition will remain
open from 10:00a.m
6:00p.m.everyday ull Janu-
ary 3,2001.

My Work

Another exhibition of
Chobi Mela, by Great Brit-
ain's photographer John
Kippin Is going on at the
gallery Chitrak. The exhibi-
Lion started on December 17
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subjects and her works have

already been published In
[amous magazines all around
the region Including Spotlight,
Lok Yuddha, Outlook( India),
Surya, Sainik Awaz, Richa,
Asmita, Vikas, Himal S.A.,
Samlalin Tisrl Dunya and Liber-
ation(India).

She feels that through her
lens she has been able to capture
pictures ol people’'s movements
of her time. She hopes to have
enough piclures 1o set up a
museum in the next 15 years

time'which will tell the history of

these times still frames.

In her personal life, Usha feels
very lucky to come from a family

which supports her in a society -

as conservative as hers, and
that she is able to pursue her
passion.
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velous natural beauty. These
BTV lines 6:05 Classic
3:00 Opening Cartoons 6:30
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announcement 3:20
Open University 4:00
Khabar 4:05 Educa-
tional programme 4:30
Programme on mother
and child health 4:50
Mahe Ramadan 525

f

Charidike 7:00 Toyota
World of Wildlite 7:30
Ekushey News 8:00 X-
Mass Day 9:00 Bangla
Movie: Ghor
Songsher 10:00 BTV
News 10:20 Bangla

Chicago Hope on Star World at 12 midnight

Sports programme
5:45 Facts about nutri-
tion 6:00 Khabar 6:1(f
Mati-o-Manush 6:30
Unmesh 7:00 Dolan
Chanpa 7:25 Barta
Prabaha 800 News in
Bangla 8:20 Drama:
Swatya 10:00 News at
Ten 10:20 Special
programme on X-mass
Day 11:15 Khabar?The
News 11:30 Closing.

EKUSHEY
2:30 Ajker Potrikay
2:40 Drishti 3:00

Ekushey News Head.
lines 3:05 Andha
Shikani 3:30 Meizan
Roshonar Sashona 4:00
Priyo Gaan 4:30 Expe-
dition to the Animal
Kingdom 5:00 Rels-
glous Musical Pro-
1 5:30 Dnsht 5:50
jker Potrikay 6:00

Movie: Ghor Songsher
11:00 Ekushey Nightly
News 11:15 Ekushey
News Headlines

ALPHA BANGLA
1A%

6:00 Aalap 7:00
Grihosajja 7:30
News/Arghya 8:00
Din Protidin 9:00
News/Bharat
Bhroman 9:30 Bhahan
Aahar 10:00 Grihosajja
10:30 Cine News 11:00
Jemon Bolben Sir 11:30
Kichu Smnti Kichu
Gaan 12200 Bhahan
Aahar 12:30 Half
Chocolate 1:00Shyaola
1:30 Ek Akasher Niche
2:00 Nayantara 2:30
Feature Film 5:00
Football 5:30 Mojar
Khela Kobitae 6:00
Arghya 6:30 Din
Protidin 7:30 News
8:00 Serial: Nayantara
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of the most severe refugee crisis of

8:3) Ek Akasher Niche
9:00 Mon Niye 9:30
leevan Rekha 10:00
News/Shyaola 10:30
Football 11:00 Din
Pratidin 12:00 Arghya
12:30 Bharat Bhroman
1:00 Surer Ei Jhama
Dhara 1:30 Feature
Film 4:00 Ek Akasher
Niche 4:30 Gnha Sajja
5:00 Shvaola

HBO

6:30 The World
According To Garp
9:15 Dark City 11:30
Before Sunrise 1:30 My
Husband's Secret Life
3:30 With Honors 5:45
Christmas On Division
Street 7:45 The Amerni-
can President 10:00
Blade Runner 12:30
The Kid Who Loved
Christmas 2:30 with
Honors 4:30 Mean
Streets

STAR GOLD

8:30 Jubilee Plus 9:00
Lahu Ke Do Rang 12:00
Geet Bahar 12:30
(Christmas Special)
Jesus 3:30 Geet Bahar
4:00 Munimyji 7:00 Geet
Bahar 7:30 Monday
Magic Uran Khatola
10:30 Bollywood News
11:00 Sarhad 12:30
Sarhad (Cont) 2:00
Geet Bahar 2:30
Munimji 5:30Sarhad

STAR WORLD

7:00 Charlotte Church
Voice of An Angel 8:00
The Simpsons 8:30 3rd
Rock From the Sun
9:00 Blackadder's
Christmas Carol 10:00
the Three Tenors (Live
in Concert) 1200 Dr
Quinn Medicine
Woman 1:00 Ally
McBeal 2200 The Pre-
tender 3:00 Kenny
Loggins December
4:00 Mr Bean 4.30
Home Improvement
5:00 STAR News Asia
5:3) Friends 6:00 That
70's Show 6:50 Every-
body Loves Raymond
6:55 STAR News Asia
7:00 Dharma & Greg
7:30 Frasier 8:00 Chi-
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who has a pen as a weapon to

cago Hope 9:00
Friends 9:30 STAR
News 10:00 That 70's
Show 10:30 Dharma &
Greg 11:30 Frasier
12:00 Chicago Hope
1:00 That 70's Show
1:30 Dharma & Creg
2:(00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 2:30 Frasier
3:00 Creflo Dollar
Daily 3:30 Kenneth
Copeland Ministries
4:00 Life In The Word
With Joyce Meyer 4:30
World News 5:00 The
Things People Do 5:30
Mork & Mindy 6:00
Hollywood Squares
6:30 The New WKRP
in Cincinnah 7:00 The
Oprah Winfrey Show

STARMOVIES

Z:30 Animation: Babes
In Toyland PG 9:30
Drama: The Chnstmas
Takeover G 11:00
Achon: Total Recall
1:.30 Midday Movie:
Metro 330 Drama:
The Chnstmas Take-
over G 530 Comedy:
The Santa Clause G
7:30 Family: One
Magic Christmas 9:30
Mysteries & Scandals
10:00 A Christmas Day
Special: Santa Who
12:00 Night Of Laugh-
ter; Down and Out In

Beverly Hills 2:00
Action: Metro 4:00
Drama: Red Surf 545
Ihnller:  Earthquake

In New York

STAR PLUS (IN-

DIA)

6:00 Chupa Rustom
6:30 Star Gecetmala 7:30
Good Moming India

G ™

8:30 Cine Jharokha
9:00 Hit Ya Fit 9:30 Star
Morning Show 12:30
Hit Ya Fit 1:00 TSN 1:30
Tanha 2:00 Men Saheli
2:30 Saans 3:00 Kalash
3:30 Small Wonder 4:00
Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi 4:30 Cine
Jharokha 5:00 Yit Ya Fit
5:30 Shnmati Sharma
Na Kehti Thi 6:00
Small Wonder 6:30 Fox
Kids 7:00 Fox Kids 7:30
Kahani Ghar Ghar Ki
8:00 Tu Tu Main Main
8:30 Gharwal)
Uparwali 200 Saans
9:30 Kaun Banega
Crorepati 10:30 Kahani
Ghar Ghar Ki 11:00
Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi 11:30 Aaj Ki
Baat 12:00 Tanha 12:30
Hit Ya Fit 1:00 Small
Wonder 1:30 Saans
2:00 Meni Saheli 2:30
Tanha 3:00 Tu Tu Main
Main 3:30 Kahani Ghar
Ghar Ki 4:00 Gharwali
Uparwali 4:30 Mirch
Masaia 5:00 Kyunki
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu
Thi 5:30 Hit Ya Fit

AXNTV

6:00 Burn Up
Excess/Who Dares
Wins 7:00 Survivor
8:00 High Action
Adrenalin/Space
Warship Yamamoto
YOk O 9:00
Dual/Shadow Skills
10:00 Burn Up
Excess/Who Dares
Wins 11:00 Survivor
12:00 North Face
Expedition 1:00
Movie: Youre Under
Arrest 3:00 Who Dares
Wins/Space Warship

shows a [amily at a leisurely

TV GUIDE |_....

her the freedom to pursue her

Santa Who?

Tonight on Star Movies at 10 p.m.
Starring: Leslie Nielsen, Steven
Eckholdt, Robyn Lively, and Max Morrow
While cruising with his reindeer, Santa
accidentally tumbles out of his sleigh and
falls directly in front of Peter Albright's
car. Santa 1s fine, but he has total amne-
sia. Peter, a jaded TV reporter, sees the
strange man in the Santa costume as a
great human-interest story. Peter's some-
times girlfriend, Claire, sees the stranger
as the perfect choice for department
Santa she needs. Only Clair's seven-year-
old son, Zack, suspects the truth, Mean-
while, Santa's elves have launched an all-
out search to find their jolly ol' boss. With
the big day only a few days away, who will

save Christmas?

Yamamoto Yoko 4:00
Dual/Shadow Skills
5:00 Burn Up
Excess/Who Dares
Wins 6:00 Survivor
7:00 Mild Seven Oul-
door Quest 800 Pre-
mier Movie: Samurai
X: The Movie 10:00
Mild Seven Outdoor
Quest 11:00 Movie:
Samural X: The Movie
1:00 Earth Final Con-
flict/Pandora’s Box
2:00 Big Sky 1I/Light
Foot 3:00 Silk Stalkings
IV/Brother's Keeper

BBC WORLD

6:00 BBC News 6:30
Asia Today/Reporters
7:00 BBC News/Asia
Today Inc/Asia Busi-
ness Report 8:00 BBC
News 8:30 Asia
Today/Reporters 9:00
BBC News 9:30 Asia
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Today/Asia Business
Report 9:30 Asia Today
10:00 BBC News 10:30
Earth Report Ex World
Review 11:00 BBC
News 11:30 Jancis
Robinson's Wine
Course 12:00 BBC
News 12:30 India
Business Report 1:00
BBC News 1:30
Hardtalk 2:00 BBC
News 2:30 Correspon-
dent Ex World Review
300 BBC News 3:30
Hardtalk 4:00 BBC
News 430 Top Gear
500 BBC News 530
Correspondent Ex
World Review 6:00
BBC News 6;30 Face To
Face 7:00 BBC New
7:15 World Business
Report 7:30 Jancis
Robinson's Wine
Course 8:00 BBC News
8:30 Hardtalk 9:00 BBC

News 9.30 Asia Today
10:00 BBC News 10:30
Mastermind India
11;00 BBC News 11:15
World Business
Report 11:30 Click
Online 12:00 BBC
News 12:30 World
Business Report 12:45
World Sport 1:00 BBC
News 1:30 Hardtalk
2:00 BBC News 2:30
Holiday 3:00 BBC
News 3:30 World
Business Report 4:00
World News 4:30 Asia
Business Report 4:45
World Business Report
500 BBC News 5:30

Asia Business

Report / Asia Today

CNN
4:00 CNN This Mom-
ing 4:30 Asia Business

Morning 5:00 CNN
This Moming 5:30 Asia
Business Moming 6:00
CNN This Morning
6:15 Asia DBusiness
Moming 6:30 Asian
Edition 6:45 Asia
Business Moming 7:00
CNN This Morning
7:30 Business Unusual

senting the

exhibited;

and is ‘concerned with repre-
cultural con-
struct that we call the land-
scape’.

The exhibition will remain
open to all from 10:00a.m -
8:00p.m. till December 31.

Exhibition on

Liberation

On the occasion of the
30th anniversary of the
Liberation War,

Lion War Museum has pul

f 4 'month-je exhi 8
I ] ]' 4 ‘ l e
Chiro-Jagoruk. :

The remains found in the
killing fields of Jalladkhana
and Nun Masjid and some
photographs are being
at the museum

gallery at Segun Bagicha.

the Libera-

8:00 CNN & Time 9:00
World News 9:30
World Sport 10:00
World News 10:30 This
Week in the NBA 11:00
World News 11:30 Best
of Q&A 1200 World
News 12:30 World
Repot 1:00 World
News 1:30 World Sport
2:00 World News 2:30
Best of Insight 3:00
CNN & Time 4:00
World News 4:30 Biz
Asia 5:00 Asia Tonught
5:30 World Sport 6:00
World News 6:15
Asian Edition 6:30 Biz
Asia 7:ts 2:30 Q& A 3:(00
World News Europe
3:30 CNN Newsroom

DISCOVERY
CHANNEL

I'riends on Star World at 5:30 pm.

6:30 Go For It 7:30
Ushuaia 8:30 Lonely
Planet I1 9:30 Arimals
in Danger 10:00 Eye-
witness [11 10:30 ESPU-
The Series 11:00 Quter
Bounds 1 &*II 11:30
Shark Files, The (1)
12:30 Wild Discovery
1:30 Medical Detec-
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tives 11 200 Medical
Detectives 1 2:30 Dis-
cover Magazine 3:30
Go For It 4:30 Ushuaia
5:30 Lonely Planet III
6:30 Croacodile
Hunter's Croc Files
7:00 Bonehead Detec-
tives of the Paleoworld
7:30 Wild Discovery
8:30 Wild Asia 9:30
Medical Detectives 11
10:00 Ultrascience Il
10:30 Amazing Worlds
11:30 Discovery Profile
Series Files 12:30 Wild
Discovery 1:30 Wild
Asia 2:30 Medical
Detectives 111 3:00
Ultrascience 11 3:30
Amazing Worlds 4:30
Discovery Profile
Series 5:30 Discover
Magazine

ZEE CINEMA

6:30 Gunahon Ka
Devta (Jeetandra,
Rajshree) 10:30
Zakhamee (Sunil Dutt,
Asha Parekh) 2:00
Ginny Aur Johny
(Mehmood, Helen)
6:00 Julie (Vikram,
Laxmi) 10:30 Qurbani
(Firoz Khan, Zeenat)
2:30 Mera Naseeb
(Roshan Kapoor,
Anuradha Patel)

ZMGM

6:30 Carry On Abroad

9:00 Heart Of Dixie
11:30 High Spirits 2:00
Avalanche 4:30 Dublin
Murder 7:00 Club Fed
9:30 Prancer 11:30 The
Thing With Two Heads
1:30 Reborn 4:00 Torn
Between Two Lovers

NATIONAL GEO-

GRAPHIC

7200 Toyota World of
Wildlife 7:30 Rolex
Awards For Enter-
prise: Maria  Eliza
Manteca 8:00 Little
Pandas: A Newbreed
900 Death Zoneif It
Ever Happens To Me
10:00 Wild: Secret Of

B i

-

“Christmas On Division Street"
Tonight on HBO at 5:45 pm

Chance encounters can change your
life. At least, that is the message in
this story of an unconventional
friendship that grows between a sub-
urban youth from a privileged back-
ground, Trevor Atwood (Savage) and
an elderly homeless man, Cleveland
Meriwether (Cronyn).

The Snowgeese 11:00
NG Action Asia Chal-
lenge 12:00 People &
Places: Statue Of
Liberty 1:00 Wild:
Wonderfulworld Of
Dogst  2:00 About
Asia: The Hakka
Mystery 3:00 Planet
Green: Water-The
Religiousdimension
4:00 Joachim Goes To
Amenca 50 Family
Hour: Savage Earth-
Vace Of Destruction
6:00 Below Zero: King
Of the Arctic 7:00
Below Zero: A Woman

In Antarctica 8:00
Below Zero: Poles
Apart 900 Tomorrow's
World 9:30 Wild:
Painted w Of The
Okavango 10530 Wild:
Painted Dogs Of the
Okavango 11:30 Below
Zero: A Woman In
Antarctica 12:30 Below
Zero: Poles Apart 1:30
Joachim Coes To
Amenca 230 Family
Hour: Savage Earth-
Vace Of Destruction
3:30 Tomorrow's
World 4:00 Wild: 5:00
On The Edge:
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