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Angel

Villa

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 24.
English Premiereship side As-
ton Villa have slgncd Colombian
international  forward Juan
‘Pablo Angel of River Plate on a
12.4 million dollar contract, the
Argentine side announced Fri-

day.
| 25-year-old

-0
*

The centre-
forward will arrive in Birnming-
ham at the start of January to
determine the terms of his
contract.

AI‘I%!L who came to River
Plate In 1998 from Colombian
side Atletico Nacional, scored
13 %oals to finish the top scorer
in the
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leaves Inter |

MILAN, Dec 24 Inter Milan's
Chilean international striker
Ilvan Zamorano has quit the
Itallan Serte A side and re-
turned home to South America,
the club confirmed Sunday,
reports AFP,

The 33-vear-old, who joined
Inter Irom Spanish glants Real
Madrid in 1996 and whose
contract was due (o expire next
month, asked team bosses to be
released early because of his
lack of play,

T'm leaving. 've stayed (oo
long without plaving. | thank all
those who have had confidence
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recently-decided opening in me and president Moratti §*
phase of the Argentine league, (Massimo)," said Zamorano, 4
and was the league's top scorer who found that he conld not g

in 2000 with 22 goals.

Now, he says, lie Is relishing
the challenge of the English
Premiership. .

“I've watched English loot-
ball a lot on television." Angel
said.

"To leave here and go and
play in the Premiership is a
challenge for me, but it's the
right time in my career to try
my luck abroad.”

"The length of the contract
was not revealed.

Sociedad
fire coach

SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain, Dec
24: Spanish First Division bot-
tom club Real Sociedad have
sacked their coach Periko
Alonso only two months after
he took on the job. club sources
said Fridayv. reports AFP

The 47-yvear-old. who was
part of Spain's 1982 World Cup

Vladimir Jugovie (L), Inter Milan’s Yugoslav international, locked in a tussle with Atalanta’s

Massimo Donati during their Serie A match on December 23,

Serie A

— AFP photo

compete against the likes of
Itallan Christlan Vierl, Turkey's
Hakan Sukur and Uruguay's
Alvaro Recoba for a first team
place,

Inter sporting director Gab-
riele Oriall added: "We'll be in
the market [rom January after
the break for another striker.”

Zamorano previously played
for Chilean side Cobresal, Swiss
outfit St. Gallen and Spanish
club Seville,

Winner of the Spanish
Primera Liga title in 1995 with
Real Madrid, Zamorano also
won the 1993 Spanish Cup title
with Real Madrid and the 1998
UEFA Cup with Inter.

There were reports earlier in
the week that the Chilean was
ready to sign a two-year deal
worth three million dollars with
Mexican outfit America.

Sir Alex totally

23.

Premiership

RIGHT HERE ! David Ginola (L), Aston Villa's French star,
he was kicked during the Premiership el
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points to the spot where he elaims
ash agai,nﬁt Leeds United at Elland Read on December

~ AFP photo

MU comfortably atop

squad. took over as coach on .behjndth ' 1. Dec 24: - | ‘baby -
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T e s § SN encleser N jacr. who case words of caution when asked
g nited's striking woes with two

Clemente, who had resigned the
previous day

oma's joy on
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MILAN. Dec 24: _Vevees™Wlo made no mistake.

Atalanta ship-

new man

LONDON, Dec

Linited regained
control ul’g the
English  Premier-

clinical finishes.
"Nine time out of 10 vou can

about the Reds’ title chances,
"Our main alm Is finishing in

Lo triker A 24: Alex -
¥t results have not ini- : 3 Yz | Yugoslay striker Savo | .. : s g , . the top three. | don't think we
wroi‘vd 1:]{1 thie . ol AR CIr: AS_ Reina~ ke a ‘Certainly Milan did not play  Mijlosevic headed Parma 2-1 | '¢rguson has pledged his total | SWip with a 2.0 bet yourile ortihim seoring are gﬂfng to win the league but
d K L e 3 2 T I Ty § T r 5 ] i * ! L - ] 5 T . oF Y e o - - &

reitly bottom of the league withe

just 12 points from 16 games

He is the fifth Spanish First
Division manager to lose his jobh
this seasoll

sicdle durnne

the Suadi national
two World Cup campaigns

Schalke ready to

First Division lead
into the New Year
after ailing aristo

crats Inter Milan defeated high-

when a mistake by
Gattuso allowed
Saudati to head

miinutes
Gennaro
striker Luca
the wvisitors ahead but it only

not put into practice what we

have been working on but you

have to give credit to Perugia.”
His Perugla counterpart

Lucarelli bagged his second
[ive minutes into the second
period but two goals including a

equalised again for Napoli
Napoll coach Emiliano Mon-
donico said: "lIf we want to stay

in Serle A we are on the right:

snatching victory twice in the
closing minutes with Batistuta
having a goal disallowed and
then Francesco Totti denied by

Manchester United manager.
Ferguson will remain at Old

Trafford in some capacity when

he retires at the end of next

need to give and that's all vou
have to do.

“If I were to do all the inter-
views and the players had to

urdayv as second-placed Arsenal
crashed 4-0 to resurgent Liver-
|pool at Anfield, reports AFP.
Norwegian international Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer was the man

football website which sug-
gested the defender disapproved
of former England boss Rob-
son's training methods.

viclory.

“The first half was a superb
performance and that's what we
expect from the players. It was

dous. just as they were at Old
Trafford. 1 thought they were
absolutely superb and also.

like this.” Gerrard said.
Leicester moved up to third

spot after their decisive home

win over West Ham. An early

lving Atalanta 1-0 at Bergamo Serse Cosmli gushed: "This was path. Today everyvbody gave season, prompting lears that he . ; good to see after last week.” he eightli-mmute goal by Ham-
q I'QIEI] o on Saturday. reports AFP a historic success for Perugia. their all.” ' ¥ A may overshadow the new man. draped in red h'””“"f out the added, referring to the 1-0  nere' striker Frederic Kanoute
lnter's  long-awaited first We dedicate it to the president Udinese rekindled their im- However Ferguson intends to | I""S€nis. lis dirst-half double home loss against Liverpool. was cancelled out by M
away win ol the season, cour- (Luciano) Gaucci and also the pressive early season form after | keep well away from the run- | PUIUtting some half-time jes- While Ferguson's team  ozet on 26 minutes, with Rob-
loallai tesy ol a goal from Dutch sub- thie supporters.” a recent ‘ﬁ]“}”]} withh a 3-1 de- | ning of the team and will give tive chieer ahead ol a4 scoreless handed him the perfect Christ- bie S:wage scorin Hﬂdmy
g stitute Clarence Seedorf, en- Fiorentina continued their  feat of Bologna. two goals from his full backing to his succes- | second hal mas present. Arsenal boss Ar-  through the second half to se-
Al_Am sured Roma's 0-0 draw on Fri- fine run under Turkish coach Dane Martin Jorgensen giving S0r. The result putls United back i 14 \"‘"'{'”g“ “ar’ left po_nderufl'g cure the points,
’ % "R day at home to Juventus pre- Fatih Terim with a 2-0 triumph them a 2-0 interval lead 'The important thing is in pole position with an eight- “_““”“‘f ht'd\'}: __1011 fo his leam's Ipswich. meanwhile, drop
RI\_ADH Dec 24 ?_.'nmtll e serves thelr six-point margin® at home to Verona. Giuseppe Signori pulled one there's a great structure at the point lead over closest rivals litle chances after the thrashing down to fifth spot after their
ternational striker Sami Al- | over the Turin giants [t was a personal triumph  back for Bologna just seconds | ¢lub and the club I'm sure will | Arsenal - and left manager Sir at Agield. . . defeat to league leaders United.
JHL‘?I:’II' hf’i.‘r-_‘ lltft‘!l 11'-:11“‘{1 .!.{\”}P”. Seedort's goal came after he for striker Enrico Chiesa who after hc’l\'lll}_l 1 [ll‘llti“‘f saved by |)f{‘]‘i the I'igl" man and he will Alex I‘Hf"l'guht}l] IJEHIHII'I!,{ follow- : FHIP”E"P" said Gerard Houl- Leeds. who were CE]EbTHﬁHg
rarily l.‘{_\. English First Division pounced at close range as scored twice, first with a pen- Luigi Turci but Stefano Fiore | BEU my 100 percent support ing the rlisnppninlnu*ul of last lier's side were mow as gDO{l A Friday after sigiing REpubHCOf
side Wolverhampton to Emir- | Christian Vieri's shot was de- alty and then from close range calmed home nerves with an- | De¢ ause I'm a United man." he | week's home defeat to Liverpool bet as his own team for a crack Ireland striker Robbie Keane
ates outfit Al-Ain it was con- | flected into his path Terim, who is stalling on  other spot kick. ensuring Udi. | said Ferguson praised the two- 2 the title. even though Liver-  gom [nter Milan, went back fo
firmed  hern Strcday reports Mter coacli Marco Tardelli hip;ning a contract lor next sea- nese |!H‘\'Elllt‘l’l, ; Whoever follows l"t_‘rgllhﬂll e ll}_”rf: d‘l]rf‘* 10 PU“”E‘ behind the rirawmg boartd as Aston
AFP , S The thing th: a5 son with the club he joined 1 gm very pleased." s: will have an onerous task and ® 1iglos s Villa walked our of Elland R
The Eﬁ-x1'.l1--l1lq’t Al-Jaber \_MH “:_Elud: !;“H,:h::,IITHI:fllk.ittlll:ltlfl?:ﬁ from Galatasaray in the sun- their JUH(], L"]é{ 1“[.1 {-”Tl::-jj_ Ferguson claimms dealing with DOml w}wm Hff'”“’” played down his — witl) full pomis. %
help the side during the Gult =~ 0 ran we went 1-0 mer, was cagey about his fu- - "Poday we saw the real Udinese | the media is extremely de- team’s chances however and Eungland international  de-
Cup football tournament from | =7 S0 0 0 omward . ture. again - it makes up for the last | Mmanding and time consuming. a’"e"y()ug said United’s anticipated 10- fender Gareth Southgate scored
January 3- 14 | our policy is to ITT”il“"*‘*- by "l don't want to talk aboui lew weeks.)' He dreads Fridays and con- , , T point hold on the ltfague would two minutes before half time to
Six teams are taking part in | o, LT CIEbs At a iTnes that now saidsthe Tork. *Es. Bottom side Reggina secured | ducting interviews is one part of LONDON, Dec 24: Newcastle  be hard too dislodge even with En-e the visitors the lead and ‘-
the competton Al-Ain. Al ATt ot h Giovanni Pecially as I am not going home  oply their second win of the | the job he will not miss. defender Didlt-‘r_ Domi continued 19 games to go. eorge Boateng wrapped it up
Ittihad  (Saudi Arabia), Al Vavassorl said: "Just as it was at Christmas. I will stay in Flor- season with an Ezio Brevi goal He added, though. that 0 lllﬂgabseut wnhoul' EEﬂ\’E Spet HDIIIHEI‘ e nevertheless  with Villa's second or 88. N
Salmiva (Kuwait] Al-Ittihad wrong to get overexcited when ence and therefore I have all the . sufficient to e lipse Vicenza T,” United were not anti-media and | o1 Friday, with the 22-year-old  delighted with his team's Leeds defender Jonathan
(Qatar). Est-RifaalBahrain) and | Ke. oo s o Well it svould Be <thme § needeto speakiwith the Biit Roma temain in control | did what was required of them. | French full-back still on the showing. - Woodgate aie
Dhptard Quian) i Bkl ohve ofirsdivis ia hard piedidems” - T okt a vision after Aleic trae "That's the one part Lwill not, | Wreng side of fthe channel as Not many t LArseg . for Lepda., '
An AlsAin officiali #0610 AFPN & £ 208 EoR - PRISEVES @ arg bn® 1 860 N te SIONIEL 1615 Hraw | R e . me. | Bobby Robson ‘prepared  his™ nal fike “that "an nk thE" fort prove .
| tithe over this' fesult” Atalanta Le€cg took an™ I 8th-orinute At the Ohaipic, Stadiunm withy ] miss I can assure you, the me ey , p |  ond pro e D¥F L
B T T T S played well lead in a stormy clash at  jJuventus on Friday dia attention of the club," he | '¢am  for Saturddy's English ' “teamr will get swongery and™s tempt (o AL !
redciied  with  bothi-: Wolver- A rare day of jov for Inter Brescia through Cristiano Lu- T told the BBC. Premiership match  against Stronger as the league goes on — and they remain in 12th place.
hampton and the players Orgl- | .o ,.4e even sweeter when carelli but then both sides were Juventus,  whose  Dutch ‘A lot of people criticise us | Derby. reports AFP. bul 1o my mind we-are Shiort of Elsewhere, Chelsea got back
nal club Saudi side Al-Hilal :x.n 11-r|~:1-11- \C Milan went down reduced to 10 men with midfielder Edgar Davids was | for not being media friendly, Domi had been allowed to five POALES, Houllier said. . on track with a 3-0 win over
Al-Jaber was the lirslt H‘;!.“'h to a shock ._:lr'[ defeat to n:]I.H‘r- Brescia's Antonio !"Hl;]].‘lun and sent off in injury time, donii- which for mv mind is a load Df return to France after a media Houllier was 3.!50 hﬂpp}' with basement side Bradford. and
plaver to sign lor an English alded ]"r'l'[lt!-l_.L] at ,.1“, San Siro Lecce's L[ngl [’]‘u]i‘_r_f*]'r[]j dis- nated in terms ol POSSESSIOnN. Nonsense ‘ storm blew up fDI]GW'illg the o ﬁli't"(]r?,d SFICCESSHFE C]Eﬂ]’l sheet Charlton gave Everton maﬂﬂger
club and was an 'Il”".'L_"]~|'i P rt ol Milan ,i,: nt I'"l.t‘]lll.tlli ]“l'l 21 missed But Roma came close (O "We gh‘(* as ||H|{_"|] as we pllhlicatiﬂll of an mterview on a an(-,l, pald trlbU.If' to his defence. Walter Sn”th fﬂ'ﬂd fDr tho“ght
. VI : . ., - The back four were tremen-

over the festive period witha 1-
0O home win which leaves the
Mersevsiders stuck in the lower
reaches of midtable.

VIR T S e E O i e penalty “UII_I Dario Hubner Juyve Keeper Edwin van der Sar. give all their interviews that Domi was expected back on when we hﬁf{ ﬂlf’_ bEﬂ' we made Derby scored a goal in ei-
a point alter they had been Bari defending champions Lazio T W : > 'S I ailed AITET HI1E Sccond goal ere 2. win., while Sunderland
SAIN¢ : . s & : not win a game, there's no yut failed to returm. : Sunderlan
Massimo Ambrosini fed the o {yced to nine men by Filippo e was a lot of confidence and I

contract

overlapping Paolo Maldini who
crossed for Ukrainian Andriy
Shevchenko to head in his 11th

Galli's dismissal

Parma again disappointed,

defeated their hosts 2-1
Yugoslav Sinisa Mihajlovic
scored direct from a cormer and

question about that.
“It's insatiable the interest in
this place. You have to be

Now veteran manager Rob-
son is planning a personal
phone call to Domi in order to

could feel the team was getting
stronger and stronger.”

grabbed a 1-0 home win over
Manchester City.

Tottenham, who held Arse-

GELSENKIRCHEN Ger- : : o ! ; :
many, Dec 24: German Bun-| goal of the season taking him hm_mg ”.) settle for a 2-2 draw  then Fabrizio Ravanelli headed tough. You have to say we're | try to get him back to England. Lnerpoq! Sl [ -Shﬂu o' nal to a 1-1 draw on Monday:.
desliga leader's Schalke 04 are| ahead of Roma's Il":abrit:i Ba- o :-.alrngp.lmg_{_?\-u_].mll. a second goal off the underside not doing this or we're not do- | although the defender can ex- LU rﬂa*d i H AL Y AR only watch in despair as
striker Ebbe Sand in 1(h111 ;u ~ But in the second half Peru- poaties pefore the iuterval but  Danicl Andersson reduced ar- job of preparing to playv impor- | to the north-east. canniyeand Sgenic Fowler “Hant: Lane withisa ! Sritiiiie
prevenit Rl S H“_iimlwi a0 catah Bk e 7arohethalle Fabio Pecchia squared the rears from the penalty spot with | tant games Robson told the official New- Sealed the rout. point
by rivals X | side cold with Saudati's cross FOESCH EVEN mInutes remaining ‘I include myself and some- | castle website Friday: "lI've got

T“I‘ {H'I'['“.!Ij II'lt'III;i IP'!.'HITE'EI “”‘!“l;_?-{ {l-ﬁ"*i-; fﬂl"ﬂ'rl[’d le‘ﬁl"ﬁ limmes A ]"I'Hl.l\' IS ‘”‘_];ﬁ“‘-,, \I-”Il.\!‘ O lr‘\.' E.il](i 5!_“__‘;‘11'{ I(J I]IIII I}t-x{.ﬂnhh

Sunday that the 28-year-old
Sand is being targeted by un-
named top English sides who
have offered up to 18.5 million

No respite

STANDINGS

ROME. Dec 23: [talian league table after matches plaved Sat-

col them all - radio. TV, Sun-
dlavs. dailies and evenings and
it's verv. very difficult.”

the longer this goes on. the
worse it becomes.

‘As things stand we don't
know when he intends to come

pointsi

LONDON. Dec 23: English Premiership t
matches (plaved. won, drawn,

able after Saturdav’s
lost. goals for, goals against.

dollars to lure .him to the Pre. urday (played, woun, df;m'n. lost. goals for, against. points) back Manchester United 19 13 4 2 16 (4 43
iniership for Zeman AS Roma I:£ 9 2 I 23 8 E?J S "Domi’s agent has been over Arsenal 19 10 5 4 -';;i 1R 35

Rut Sehalke insist that thes W -.hl'«.'rfntlh 12 6 D | 19 10 23 ‘,l aSI"'I]rg lo see us. He also represents Leicester 19 10 5 3 29 15 35

are not ready 1o part with their ¥t A Lr!:.‘-a Italy _ 1Ur1 ) 24: Atalanta | 2 6 4 _J | 6 g, 22 Latlrt-rlt Charvet and we worked Liverpool 19 10 3 b 37 24 33

star plaver who joined them last -_:nrr!*:r k /.*-_m.m was Friday fined i:._n:xhr Ij 6 ". 3 19 12 21 - cw fOlll with him over his move to Man- Ipswich 10 10 9 R )= 20 3:‘5

Mav from Danish side B veiniilibg 2 U, 000,000 lire (24.000 dollars) l-rurn-ntm‘u | 2 ) 0 _‘ 22 Il’ﬂi 20) » 3 3 chester City Aston Villa 19 ] 3 :;:‘ ‘I'q 39

T Rioce 17 codls tave helped :,,1 ail outburst |;|¢1F1¢- against I a!mq-»,w 19 6 | 5 91 15 1O y ST R;\bBOUR(:. Fraanfn Dec "The agent has had the de- Srunderland 190 q 5 5 iq 1% 39
iters’ climb . to (hé Ao of ‘the s lormer club Napoli last AC Milan ] 2 5 4 3 20 15 19 2+: Strasbourg have cried frr_ml cency to come over and explain Newecastle 19 Q] 3 R 20 94 97
German league .Illl'llil‘ll alter being sacked as Parma 12 5 - 4 15 12 18 i””'_ accused referees of being the position. and he's trying Chelsea 1O 7 5 ? ;.,;‘ ._“:,,-5 26

The club have a one-point 'Ff‘“'“_ to the Imlinn_ First Divi- Bologna 12 5 2 7 17 16 17 SEXISt as they bid to be awarded verv hard to get Domi back on West Hamn 10 = Q 5 95 .‘{,‘[ 26

leadd i the " Bundéslioa over | 1o side, reports AFP Perugia 12 4 ! 1 17 B 16 all th_”-"»’ points f”{'lll their | track and get him back over as Tottenhan: 10 7 ~ v 6 27 296
defending champions Bavern Zeman. a Czech, made his  Inter - 30 4. 28 Iy (A AnAIdaiEd iStEH REHIRIEL | iShbn ERtiE eAT S Tt HEEATOR e 5.« JFok . E 26 27 i
Munich going into the autumn ‘i:.m[[m,“.lh' AILEY hm“f‘.l re'E:l;1r9{l I,'m 7 ]-'f. lt : F 3 2y 195 s Illlllrhdﬂ'». Illgil!. Lig Hl.|h guilmuwﬂ mw”.li"g' Charlton 19 7 4 8 EU‘ 1;“ 25
Breslc t‘: J|‘l“]m““ Mondonico in the \'t..”,“f, ] 9 r & ]. l:i 20 ]-__;:' dllll{}llllEPd here bunrin}'. re- We are a;.;,}\u]g him to come Everton 19 6 1 0 20 10 29
“When you have such a good .m[ Il ,_1..1;, Stadium hotseat Videriza | 2 } ) 6 13 10 12 ports ;'RI-P back. We've implored him that Southampton 1G9 5 6 ] 24 %) 5%

player people are always | | “,{,h”'_“ sporung director Napoli |2 2 5 5 16 20 I Strasbourg, who sit bottom | we need him. that he's letting ol |G 1 - a - e i

| speculating about transfers ‘}”f*‘” Pavarese, Mondonico and Brescia 192 I G 5 13 1 R 0 of tlw_ French league, were us down because we're already Manchester City 19 5 9 1] o5 11‘.; 'é
| We're negotiating with him at | . club in general all came Bari 2 2 2 8. i 21 8 leading Metz 1-0 when a female | short defensively before any Coventry : 19 4 ] ) 17 14 16
P atet Snd Want to T under fire in Zeman's diatribe. Reggina 12 2 | 9 o 95 2 [{‘!pl'(‘t,‘h assistant was stunned other injuries we might pick up Middlesbrougly 1O 9 G 10 20 :?H 15

811 hiis. conifract untll 2003 * by a flare which landed nearby | over the Christmas period.” T e 13 5 : + -1-3 53 1:2

in the 68th minute of play.

Schalke spokesman Ger
e pokesman Gerd Voss The match was subsequently

"“Hl l - i E u - " e [ il ."_‘ &
“We had our eve on Sand fc abandoned, however Stras- - ; -
4 ¢ ; i 7 o
two vears. Now we I 1:* ”; bourg feel that they have been ' s
] ¥ " k (0
3 : \ y 4 hard done by because p > el
him.” said Schalke manager v because a female R T — s o

assistant proved "vulnerable” to
the rigours of the match.

"We now have prool that this
incident was not intentional,
contrary to the flares s(which
had been thrown by Metz sup-
porters)." a Strasbourg official
told AFP.

Strasbourg point to the fact
that the projectile thrown only

Rudi Assauer, insisting tat they
were not ready to part with the
player in the near future,

Fergie confident

of keeping
stars

= e S T — e TR e

measured 5 centimetres long.
LONDON, Dec 24: Man- and was theretore "almost -
chester United boss Sir Alex "
_ gl - i pﬂhhh”t‘ 10 detect h_\.‘ stadium
1 F;ﬂgnr::nn is :unt.irirnll that jl}r-. entrance security.,
, Premiership champions can
E their big stars at Old But they also questioned

kEUP all
Traflord. reports AFP.
Andy Cole is poised to sign a

whether the mateh would have
been abandoned if a male refe-

Beckham, Rvan Giggs and Jaap
_ Stam to follow suit. _
¥ Ferguson told the News of
| the World Sunday: "I would put
my life on them staving - as
Iong as we look after them.

"Nothing is certain in life but
I don't think they want to leave
Manchester United,

‘I think we have the finan-
clal clout to keep our best play-

L 3 i

: new long-term contract early in recs assistant had been the
E thhe New Year and Ferguson victim,
; expects the likes of David ‘The fmage of a woman on

the ground was obviously emo-
Honally stirring for the referees’
olficials ... but would the same
penalty apply if the body on the
round was one which looked
€ss vulnerable,” the club said
on its website.

H["fl'f{‘{_"_h assistant Nelly Vi.
ennot suffered damage to her
ecardrum. A 21-year-old Stras.

ers. We will look after them bourg supporter has been
We have a great set-up. charged with throwing the —
There's a good structire at this rocket. '

Perugia’s Greek international Zisis Vryzas (C) is exultant after scoring against AC Milan

club and we don't want to break - e P i
during their Serie A game at Milan on December 23 -~ AFP photo

It It's all abont continuity .

strasbourg face having to
replay the match on a date to
| be decided in January,
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