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Win attractive prizes
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shortly afterwards
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Romario
(Brazithan soccer superstar)

“I'm older and belter. like
wine. no? [ dou 't smoke. | don’t
drink awied I runt as 'nfuch as | &
have to on~the field ' of ‘play.
That s why 've scored so many
f}ﬂﬂlb thus season at the age of

Nationa] youth
cricket scores
Sports Reporter

Bogra. Nilphamari and Tan-

gail advanced into the final
ronned of the 20th National
Youth Cricket Championship

wlhien they won their respecnive
zonal linals at different vennes
across the countrv vesterday

At Natore. Bogra recorded a

hard-fought 1wo-wicker  win
against h.aogmm

In a low-secoring alfair
Bogra. chasing a modest Nao-

gaon total of 135 runs. reached
139 for the loss of eight wickels
in 382 overs with Kutub
notching a fine 55
At Kurigram. Nilphamari
defeated Rangpur by 46 runs
Batting first after winning

the toss. Nilphamari scored a
fighting 183 for seven in fthe
allotted 50 overs withh Nias

waking 60 and Wasim contrib-
nting 1"

Rangpur. in
were all ont {or
overs to spare. Pappu and Sa-
kib scored 44 and 35 runs
eachl. but that was not enough
1o avoid the defeal.

Raihan with three for 16 was
the wrecker-in-chiel among the
Nilphamari bowlers

their chase.
137 withh five

Meanwhile. at Tangail the
hiosts won apainst their more
colourful neighbours

Mymensuigh by 64 runs

Senl into bat. Tangail scored
i8] betore being all ont in 45
overs. Sultan scored highest 43
runs lor the winners [ollowed by
Stmon, who clipped in with
L.

Myviuensingh. in reply, were
bumdled out for 117 runs i
3.2 overs. Only Onmnar scored a

GREEN DELTA NA'T'L

CRICKET LEAGUE

hhnlua v Dhaka Metro

Iashae man's . anheaten
centiy piaded hosts Khalna to
a conmdorrable three-wicket win
over Dhaka Metropolis in thewr
Green Delta National Cricket
League one-dav match at the
Jessore Stadihun vesterday.

The wmiddle-order batsman
scored 106 not out as the home
side. chasmg a  commanding
Dhalka Metropolis total of 202
in 50 avers. reached home in
the 47th over

Alter Khualna lost their top
tonrr batsmen with the score on
d4. Imran featured i two un-
ortant partnerships, He began
lv_\' putting on 71 runs for tl'w
fitth wicket with Rashedul (17)
and then shared i a sixth
wicket stand worth 69 runs
with lower-order Niaz Morshed
who made 21

Khulna's hero hit a six and
eicht bonndaries during  his
1::_’*|L'I” k”l"l k

Dhaka Metropolis  skipper
Khaled Mahmud raised some
hopes for a win when he
cviatmed mhpree early wickeis for
onlv 28 runs. He eventually
caded up with five for 41

Earlier. the visilors.
irst. built their total
Pakistani middle-order Zahoor
Elahi who hammered 38. Be-
sides. Khaled Mahmud added
32 while Mofizul Islamn and
Sajjad Ahmed scored 29 runs
each respectively.

Khulna spinner Niaz Mor-
shed captured four wickets lor
23 rmns while left-arm seamer

batting
around

Sports Reporter
Monjurul Islimn  bagged  three
for 47 runs.

Khulna, with their berth in

the second leg assured. finished
second in Group B with 24
points. Dhaka Metropolis, how-
cver, emerged group champlons
with 26 points. Barisal and last
vear's runners up Sylhet fin-
ished third and fourth with 17
and 15 points.

Fancied Bangladesh Biman
and holders Chittagong quali-
icd for the second leg trom the
other section with 32 and 30
points  while Rajshahi and
Dhaka earmed I8 and  six
points respectively,

The second leg will start
from January 2. Chittagong
take on Khulna at the Jes-
sore Stadium while Biman
face Dhaka Metropolis at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.
The longer version matches
will be four-day affairs fol-
lowed by the one-day games.

SCORE BOAI{I)

Scoreboard ol the Green
Delta National Cricket League
one-dav match between Khulna
and Dhaka Metropolis at the
Jessore Stacinm vesterday
DHAKA METROPOLIS
Ashratul ran ont ()

Mehrab ¢ Jamaluddin b Niaz 24
Motizul ¢ Nahidnl b Niaz 2%
Sajad ¢ Ldn‘nfud{hn b Manzarul 29
Sailul ¢ Manzarul b Niaz 5
Halim Shah st Tuhin b Jamaludadin 13
lahii 1bw b Mornjurul :

K Mahmud not ount 3

Neevamur ¢ Tuhin b Monijurul 2
Masudur ¢ Tuliin b Monjurul |
Shahin b Niaz 0

Extras {1b-G. nh-5H. w-18) 29
Fotal tall ot in 37.3 overs) 202
Fall of wickets: /1. 2/08

} /R0, 4 100, 5,
77184 B/188, 9/2
"Bow I{‘I' O
Tariqul 10
Monfurul I ()
Niaz &0
Jamaluddin )
Ieana 10)
KHULNA

(122 61137,
01

RS T YR

1 ()

| L 5 3

e . |

0 42 |

0 44 |

Nahiduol ¢ Rahul b K Mahmud |
Selint e Shahin b K Mahmuad 13

Nuruzzaman ¢ Saiful b K
Fushaor not ont
Asadullah ron oat

Mahmud

lkashed ¢ Biplab b Masudur
Niaz b Shahin b K Mahmud

Joamaluddin b K Mahmud
IKana not ont
Extras (1b-2. nb-1. w-12)

Total | for 7 wkis in 46 5 overs)

10
106

Z
.

15
203

Fall of wickets: 1/7. 2/19
3/28, 4144 SLusD. B2 T4,
T/202
Bowler e R W
K Malmnad 0.0 0" %) O
Neevanni s Hehdy ()
Mehrab 10) 0O 26 0
11l 1 0) @ R 0
\shratul 2 O 14 0
Masudun & v Ut |
Satlul | g . L2 ()

Result: Khulna won by

three wicket.

Man-of-the-match: Tushar

Imran (Khulna)

ABLE

Team  3-dayer l-dayer Total

POINTST

Group A

Bhnman 24
Chittagong 26
Rajshahi 12
Dhaka 0
Group B

Dhaka Metro 20
Khulna 22
Harisal ] |
svihet 7

a
4
O

i

32
0
| B

0O

Lean looking Lankans

DURBAN. South
Africa. Dec 24: Sri
Lanka go into the
first of three Tests
against South Al-
rica at Kingsmead
with several of their
lacking form. re-

Tuesdayv

Kev  plavers
ports AFP.

Only Mahela Javawardene of
the touring team’s batsmen has
been a consistent scorer and
the tourists will face a search-
g examination from South
Africa's fast bowlers on a pitch
which usually offers plenty ol
pace and bounce

South Africa. thoungh. will be
without star fast bowler Allan
Donalcd. who has not recovered
lrom a stomach muscle injury.

Sri Lanka won the first
match of the tour against East-
el Provinee inside two days
but smce then their bowlers
lhave seldom been threatening.

Sri Lanka will put a lot of
aithh i their world-class oll-
sprnner Muttiah Muralitharan,
who has been lightly on
the tomn

Muralitharan and lefi-arm
opening bowler Chaminda Vaas

nsed

were both rested when  Sri
Lanka plaved their final warmn-
np mateh. a rain-hit drawn
game against KwaZulu-Natal in
Pietermaritzburg

Nuwan Zoysa. another left-
arm fast bowler. was struggling
with a right knee injury during
the KwaZulu-Natal match.

Muralitharan and South

African captain Shaun Paol-
lock are on the verge of sig-
nificant Yowling milestones.

Muralitharan has taken 288
wickets in 57 Tests and is set
to become the second-fastest
man in Test history to take
300 wickets.

Dennis Lillee of Australia
reached the landmark in 56
matches but the next best,
Richard Hadlee of New Zea-
land and Malcolm Marshall of
West Indies, needed 81
matches.

Muralitharan has been pa
ticularly effective agauist South
Africa. taking S8 wickels in
cight matches aganist them

Pollock. who will
taming South Alrica for the
1) Ger) match in
towil. has tahen 1958
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PIETERMARITZB
URG., South Af-
rica, Dec 24: Sri

Lanka's cricketers
were made to toil
in the field on the
liial day as their rain-hit three-
day maich against KwaZulu-
Natal ended in a draw Satur-
day. reports AFP

KwaZulu-Natal miade 299 for
five after Sri Lanka declarcd at
their overnight total of 257 for
eight. The match was effectively
doomed to end in a draw after
no play was possible on the

first day because of rain. Bad
light ended play early on the
two remaining days

A first wicket stand of 168
between Mark Bruyns and

Doug Watson set the provincial
side up for a significant total
but there was a middle order
collapse in which five wickets
fell for 50.

There was scarcely any

cletiann A
Rakity aod Sumon captured
twe Wt kot apuee o for Tangail,

Bogra vs Naogion
Venue: Natore
NAOGAON: 135 all out in

46 | overs (Rashed 30. Rubait
3l:Nafis 4/11)

BOGRA: 139 for 8 wickets i
SH.2 overs (Kutub 55, Miranj
22:;;;1.::]52 4£ill

- w
wickets. el vy

Nilphamari vs Rangpur

Venue: Kurigram

NILPHAMARI: 183 for 7 wick-

ets in 50 overs INuz 60. Washin
42: Mintu 3/36)

RANGPUR: 137 all out i 45
overs (Pappu 44, Sakib 35: Rai-

nan 416 Shalig 2/22)
~ Result: Nilphamari won
46 runs. b
Tangail vs Myvinensingh
Veme Tapail
AL T all out In 45
overs Sultan 13, Sumon 32.

Aziar 22. Arafan

2/ 04, Arif 2748

% ﬁ\’;’lENSlN(’:H 117 all ont
overs 1Omar 4258: S

2/4, Rakib 2/ 14 S

Result: Tangail won by 64

4 /38, !-mlmgh

comfort for the Sri Lankans
ahead of the first Test against

South Africa which starts in
Durban Tuesday.
Their most successful

bowler was part-timer Mahela
Javawardene, the eighth man
used, Javawardene, who has
been the teain's only consistent
batsman, bowled tidy offspin-
ners to take two for 27 in eight
OVers.

Nuwan Zoysa, expected 1o
be one of Sri Lanka's strike
bowlers in the Tests, sent down
only 7.3 overs and although he
stayed on the field he seemed to
be struggling with a right knee

injt
U?'th Srl Lanka  resting
Chaminda Vaas and Muttiah

Muralitharan, two of their main
Test strike bowlers, Bruyns and
Watson were seldom troubled
by an unimpressive attack.

The two openers, who have
both played for South Africa A,
scoredd at a good rate before
Briuviis was bowled by an
ipswinger from Pramodya Wick-
ramasinghe for B9, made off
156 balls with 13 fours.

Watson skied leg-spinner
Chandana 1o lnng off after
L making 81 off 158 balls. He hilt

11 fours.

Jon Kent was the victim of a
poor decision when he was
given out by television wmpire
Will Diedricks. Kent drove
Chandana into the shin pacs ol
Tillerkeratne Dilshan at silly
point and the ball rebounded
into the gloves of wicketkeeper
Romesh Kaluwitharana

The decision was referred to
Diedricks, who gave Kent oul
although replays clearly showed
that the ball bounced a metre
in front of Dilshan belore hit-
ting his shin pads

Hadlee takes
1t positively

CHRISTCHURCH, Dec 24
(Internet report): New Zealad
L niekel selecrion convenor  Si
Richard Hadlee s hopelal that
recent comments made by Zim
habwe captain Heath Streak are
dos1gn of a mnore positive  ap-
proach 1o be taken by the our:
ists i the Boxing Dav Test ol
the Basin Reserve in Wellington
on Tuesday

Hadlee,

chiairman ol the na-
tional selection panel for the
first thne m games at home,
hehieves thatl fromm a New Zea-
land point of view fthe Test is
Lthere to e won

He savs it represents a
chance to the side that went
downr 2-0 1o South Africa earlier
this month o regann some corn-
Hdenee and sell-bieliet hetore the

harder challenpges ol the sumn-
ner,
The Test was a chance for

the Black Caps 1o get back into
sonne winning habies

Hadlee sald e noted con-
ments from Streak that the Test
represented the best opporia-
nity to beat New Zealand with
several  Key  bowlers  ndssing
thregh injury,

“hhat suggests he 1s gomg (o
play positively, and that is 1o he
welconed

I ooks like
Fese o

wee will Trave a
L:q]lul Ny l“”“l'ﬁ-.. ]I“"

Salel

s made
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¢ three-davy

KwaZulu-Natal
touring Sri Lankans at
Alexandra Oval Saturdan

SRI LANKA: First innings

Alapatin ¢ Mall b Gilder 5
Jdovasuriva ¢ Kent b Guder |1
angakkara ¢ Stewart b Adam |
Javawardene b Bodi R7
Arnold ¢ Amia b Gilders )
DHlshian ¢ Bruvns b Kenild 4
KRalwwitharana ©c Winglielkd b Bocdi 40
Chandima ¢ Stewart b Wingheld /
LOVSA 1ol o 44
Wick am simgne nol ond |
Exira W nb-1141 143
P, (Vo ofghnt whkits 1o 124 2 overs 20
Did not bat: R, Fernando
Fall of wkis: 1-11: 2.27: 3.
7. 4-4G; 5-180: 6-210: 7-2928
S-Zol)
Bowler:; O M R w
Ciilcden [ 3.2 I oo 3
Adam = | 4€) 1
Dladla O | 263 ()
Kent | 3 3 48 ]
Winptield / , 20 |
ot | 4 | 53 2
KwaZulu-Natal: First  in-
[nes
Broyns b Wickramasinghe K€)
Watson o Javawardent
b Chandann "l
Mall s1 Kaluwitharan:a
b Jovawarden 8
Kent ¢ Kaluwitharana
D Chandann |
Amla ¢ Dilshan b Javawardene ()
Stewart not ont 41
Winglield not ont a8
Lxtros: (h-0, 1bh-2, nh-7) 15
Fevtanl, (For 5 wkis in 843 overs) 294
Fall of wkis: 1-168; 2-197:
3-203: 4-217:. H-218
Bowler: o N\ U, | '/
Lovsin 1.9 ¥ g ()
Fernando | o M| ()
Wickramasmghe 11 4 33 I
Dilshan 3 s 0
Chandana 28 4 109 2
Arnolded 9. .3 &2 ()
Javasuriva | b €115 ()
Javawardene N A~ T
Did not bat: G. Bodi G
Ceilder, S, Adam. L. Dladla
Result: Match drawn,
Umpires: 1D, Orchard. M.

Coaplar (hath RSA)
W Diedricks [RSA)

TV umpire:

DHAKA, MONDAY, DECEMBER 25,2000 Email: dssports @ bdonline.com

Tushar's ton steers Khulna

KCA emerge
V-Day cricket
champs

Sports Reporter

Kalabagan Cricket Academy
(KCA) won the first Inter Sports-
WECCA Victory Day under-13
cricket tournament with a nine-
wicket thrashing of Discovery in
the final at the Kalabagan Krira
Chakra ground vesterday.

The tiny tots of Kalabagan

made a mockery of the contest
when thev, chasing a modest
Discovery total of 91 for eight.
rattled up 93 for the loss of only
one wicket '
Babu was adjndged man-of-
final.
KCA advanced Into the final
defeating their B team by six
wickets in the first semifinal.
Discovery on the other hand
teleated Dhaka Metropolis by
2l-runs,

Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
president of the Bangladesh
(ricket Board., witnessed the

Limal and gave away prizes

Anand pockets
world crown

TEHRAN. Dec 24 Indian
CGorand  Master  Vishwanathan
Anand captured the FIDE workd
chess title here Sunday with o
decisive winnt over liis Russian
horn Spamish nival Alexel Sl
rov, reports AFP

The Spaniard resigned on

VISHWANATHAN ANANTD

e TS moveE o EIveT AN
plaving while, an insurmmoinnt-
able 3.5 to 0.5 points lead and
the 660,000-dollar prize. He will
be lormally awarded the crown
011 Wednesday

\nand. currently third in the
world rankings. was the pr
malich favorurite fter th

world's top two Grand Masters

CGarri Kasparov and Viadunir
Kramnik. opted to skip the
FIDE tournament

Kramnik™ has hinted he
might take on the FIDE chan-
pion after beating H.1-‘|ul[r='. 1l
lornier undisputed world
champion amdd his  one-time
MIe1o) Lt rival Brain
Games Championship in Lon-
1oy

ithier plaver 1s recognised

' the World Chess Federation

IDE

Black Caps on
their guard

"\‘HEIII\(II"}\ B New
Zealand must bhe w.arny ol the
bitten biting back e the one-oft
Test mateh against Zunbalbmw
starting at Wellineton ~ 13
Reserve on Boxinge Doy, ropund
Kenlers

Zimbabwe preparcd 1oy the
Lest with a dismal 1il'~|-l.1~ i1l
1 three-dan 1O niatch
igainst Canterbury when they
were bundled out for 150 in

reply to the home side’'s 330 for

five declared alter being put
1o bat

Moreover the  tourists oo
imto the lTest withont seasoned
batsman Grant  Floweg who
iractured his right index f{inger
while fielding. Also on the in-
niced List is Dirk \Viljoen., with a
tractured little finger
‘ 'he tourists were hampered
ny the Christcharehy mateh by

having three top plavers il with

mitlhuenza captain and fast
bowling spearhead Heath
Streak. Alistalr Campbell and
Stuart Carlisle while Andy
Flower was i Ziunbabwe on
compassionate leave

Zimbabwe coach Carl

Rackemann said with the squad

now down to 14, they had a lot
ol work to do to finalise their
startng 11, although the ‘N
ridden” trio and Andy  Flowers
will all play

latting (loes 1O pose
Rackemann  withh as  any

problems as his howling attack
Zimbabwe's recent tour of India
was highlighted by some greal
batting from the Flower hroth
crs. Campbell and Trevor Ma-
dondo, while the Christeharely
match showed the emergence ol
Dong  Marillier as  a  delinite
prospect to make his debut,
“The biggest problem we face
15 to put ont a balanced side.

Rackemann saidd. "With Grant
Flower out that poses  some
difffenlty because he has been
1 Lantastc torm,

On the bowling Iront Henry
Olonga was the pick of the
Zimbabwe bowlers in Christ-

chuarch and will play. according
Rackemann,  while  leg
spinner Braon Murphy was also

—— —

Babu of Kalabagan Cricket

ground yesterday

Academy gears up for a shot during the Inter Sports-WECCA
Victory Day under-13 cricket final match against Discovery at the Kalabagan Krira Chakra

— Star photo

Muttiah is reported to have

pronised to send a proposed

ininerary lor two Tests. five one-

(lany internationals  ant  on
Y

TMIr=ctav Series on et
"We will olficially

i

AN

the arrival of the Indiapns on
Wednesday when we gt the
proposed iineran Dawn's
sounrces revealed
Nevertheless., we still con
sicler the Indian tour as on e
imnse we have been contacted
by sonieone who is a very re-
sponsible and senior official of
the Indian board
he BCCl never wrote to us
that the series hhas been can
lledd. Their stand was cleas
that they have not been given
permission by the government
And now since they have been

RARACL, Dec 24

thiternet  report)

iclia lias inchi

1ed to send s

ricket leatll 1O

akistan lor a sh-

1} lest senes on Jan 8. Thi

Dawn reponed quoting highly

placed sources in the Pakistan

Crickel Board IPCEB) on Satur-

(o

| L1 1SS1HITAC of Indian

team's our was conveved by At

Muttiah. president of the Board

ol Control lor Cnicket i India

BCCH 1o his Pakistani coun-

part Lt Genn Tauqgir Zia on

turda atternoon revealed
the newspape:

given a go-ahead. they have
Approad Ili d us
Pakistan had however an-

nounced the cancellation of the

series earlier this week saving it

had waited for anv posilive re-

sponse from across the border
tntil Dec 1|

e India government o

|5 had refused permission

10 11Ss cricket managers o send

the team to Pakistan alleging

that Pakistan was patronising

cross border terrorism. a claim

which has been vehiementh
denied by Islamabad

[he Indian tour will be con-
sidered as a goodwill tour
siniilar to the one ol last vear
vhen we visited India for two
lests. an Asian Test Champion-

il

.II, <

ship martch
O1e-daay s

l\]ll‘[liill

the triangular
sourees said
contacted _Zia after

e ing instrcted by Bina Bharti
rhe Indian sports imndsteri the
per said Uma Bharti told
ttialh 1 immediatel subimit
L request 1og short tour to
P'akistan tor oflicial li'-;'I"'-'.-dl
Zia admitted that he has
also been inlormed of India's
foul 5\ Pakistan's Foreign
Ministny :
Yes. | have been told by the
ministry that the India povern-
nment is contemplating  giving
periission to its cricket board
to send the team to Pakistan
He said the training camp
heduled 10 start from Jan
in Lahore would now be nsid-

India's Pak tour on?

ered as a conditioning camp for
the Indian series

It was previously sapposed
to be a training camp lor the
New Zealand tour. But now we
will consider it as a tune-up lor
the crunch apgainst In-
dia.” Zia said

h!‘ril"h

Vorld
ineet
given

But let's see il Transk
International ITWI1) can
their requirements in th

time. TWI requires a miimui
days to import and insiall
Lieir equipmment.” the PCB di-

rector operations Brig NMunawar

H:l]ltl "w‘“"i

I'ime factor doesnt seem o
be a real problem for India as
thiev are due to face Australia in
the first Test ar Mumbai be-
tween Feb 27 and March 3. The

isiralians ueduled 1o
Eiped i A lhomiea teby 84 oo a
seven-week tour for three Tests
and | ~dav internationals

rding to the original
imnera comprising three
[ests. two four- davers and five
one-davers, the Indians were
progrannuned to tour Pakistan
between Dec 26 and Fel

India last toured Pakistan in
| U89 under Kris Srikkanth
for a four- Test series which
ended in a Stalemat In
1997. Sachin Tendulkar skip-
pered the Indian team here for
d LILT 1naltcily on interna-
hional SCIIES wliich Pakistan
Woll 2

MELBOURNE.

Dec 24: Austra-
lian skipper Steve
Waugh says his
bhuttock injpn
has almost hea-
k). enabling him to resume
plaving agamst the West Indies
i1 the fourth Test starting here
130N 12OV, I |F‘f|'ll"'-.'1\I1l1I
1ol will wait until
Christimmas morning to declare
hitmsell a certain starter but he

untronbled at  training
3T Australian
preparations lor
utive Test win

ir-old Waugh
searching workont
Damien Mai
another chance

Wels
Sunckan AS
squad began
| 4th consed
| he
completed a
atl but ensuring
(v will not gel
at Test level
Martyn

1S
S -VEes

(8]
his
Lt\?
Ade-

will make way
Waugh's return despite
excellent performance in
week's third Test win in
l-:”l'.ll.‘

But explosive fast bowler
Brett Lee has been ruled out ol
the remainder ol the series.

Lee will miss the Boxing Day

Test and the fifith Test in Svd-
ney from January 2 alter Aus-
trallan team medical oflicials

decided against his
lower back problem

The 24-vear-old pace bowler
underwent tests alter Alrriving
with the Australion squad buat

e could not prove he had over-

risking

come the bone sfress whicly
forced him out of the third Test
in Adelaide

Waugh wants to test his ol
jury at training Monday but I
is almost cortaln he will be i
for the 15th anniversary ol his
Toest ddelan

I lbwen't made a final decit-
ston. but unless anvthing goes

radically wrong tomorrow, I'll be
plaving.” Wangh said Sunday,

‘I went through a pretty
strefnnons workout out there
Thepe were no negative feelings
Dot T want to make sure so bm

going to give it another go to-
NOrrow morning.

‘It's a bit embarrassing, |
guess, talking about that part
of the anatomy. It's a Dbit
strange people taking notice of
i

‘But | think {t's feeling pretty

gJueriaanty a

good, as good as before. It gets

- e e— TR Y

Waugh

a bit at this stage, 1|
bit of strength

jeels as gt'nhi as

latigued
need to get a
back in it. It
the other side
Waugh first lelt the HHHI"».
the davs belore thie second T
in Perth but he plaved through
the match to lead Australia 1o a
world record RRRAY

i1

151

) %
i._lit L

MRS

STEVE WAUGH
win
They wrapped up the series
Adelaide  while Waugh
on television but the
skipper said there
to play for in

i1l
watched
returning
was still plenty
Melbourne.
ere is a lot at stake.
Weve got a good opportunity to
win 14 in a row and the West
Indies have never been beaten
5-00 in a series,” Waugh said.
And spots are up for grabs,

feeling great

SO the
high
{il
it

want to maintain a
the compla-
SNt come Hto

gUVS
standard
factor doe

<0

i .
L

who faced the threat of
six-month lay-oll il the prob-
| fevi ];-I‘-"Lf HHRL i Siress
fren won't play Ket
again until at least Indian
tour in Februan

1 .ri
Test Cri
the

iure

I'l be
one-day

I'm verv confident
back for the Carlion
series (next month).”

The West Indies trained
Sunday. watching carefully as
Brian Lara returned to the nets
after his mishap Saturday

Lara was struck above the
lelt eve while batting and was
then taken to hospital far X-
ravs. but captain Jinuny Adams
said the left-hander was fine.

Lara will need be needed (o
defuse a renewed campaign by
the Australians, whose winning
streak almost ended when Lara
belted 182 the first innings in
Adelaide

Both squads have yet to set-
tle on their final teams. with
Australia considering paceman
Andrew Bichel and spinners
Colin Miller and Stuart MacGill
for two bowling posts

The Windies are alinost cer-
tain to maintain -their policy of
four fast bowlers even though
sole spinner Mahendra Na-
gamootoo is fit to play.

Showers have been lorecast
for Boxing Day but weather
watchers were confident the
Test wonld be largely uninter-
rupted.

ABSORBING S

MELBOURNE, Dec 24

(Reuters):
matches playved by Australia and West Indies

STATS

Statistics of total Test
ahead of the fourth

Test starting at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on Tuesday.

Australian Test matches:

Plaved Won Lost Drawn Tied
GO 263 168 177
West Indles Test matches:

Plaved Won Loslt Drawn
367 138 99 129
Australin v West Indies:

Plaved Australia West Indies Drawn
93 40 31 21
Australin v West Indies at Melbourne Cricket Ground:
Plaved Australia West Indies Drawn
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