Clinton again set to intervene in ME peace talks

Israell newspapers reported that the Jewish state has agreed to
negotiate on the basis of the June 1967 borders, a consistent Palestin-

GAZA CITY, Dec 23 : The Palestinian leadership has sald It has seen

"no change” In Israel’s attitude In peace talks being held this week, and

it called on the Israell government to end "aggression” and engage In
serious negotiations, s AFP

~ cabine d "no change has been perceived in the Israell

e nfﬂtudil::lctﬁt: ({:{:;‘m of the resumption of negotiations under the
tes.”

b ”51!;3 ggﬂ:ﬁgﬁom have been meeting behind closed doors with

US administration officlals at Bolling Air Force base, near Washington,

The two s «s have also met with US President Bill Clinton and with

of State Madeleine Albright.

“The Israeli government prides Itsell on wanting to seek peace

: through nego _but at the same time it pursues its policy of
n, ofuﬂgnlrfg borders and of collectlwl*) punishment of the
estinians” in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the statement said.
“The Israeli government is called upon to abandon its policy of
jon and to engage seriously in the negotiations, if it wants to
m%eaga?:nﬁr%nmd Palestinian demands that a peace deal
must entail Israel withdrawing to the territories it controlled before the
outbreak of the June 1967 Middle East war and the right of return to
the estimated 3.7 million Palestinians, and their descendants, who fled
the new-Jewish state when it was created in 19438,
Palestinian officlals Friday described the talks as In crisis, In stark
contrast to Israeli press reports that spoke of significant new offers

being made by the Israeli side.

In a rare appearance since being ousted as president, Slobodan Milosevic
casts his ballot paper in a transparent box as he votes in the Serbian
liamentary elections'in Belgrade eanly yes iters are expected to
ﬂ:ad victory to advoeates of democratie ¥ and sweep out the

remnants of the regzime of Milosevic who held power for thirteen years. ™
-AFP photo

fan demand.

In 1967, Israel captured the Gaza Strip and the West Bank and other
territories, Including the eastern sector of Jerusalem.
Speaking in Gaza, an advisor to Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat,
Nabil Abu Rudeina, sald uﬂorts of progress were incorrect.
a

“It 1s not accurate what

s been sald about progress,” he told AFP.

"There was not serlous progress up until this point. It is still too early to

talk about progress.”

Top Israeli and Palestinian negotlators are scheduled to meet US
President Bill Clinton early Saturday, In a fifth day of talks, despite
doubts over whether negotiations here have yvielded Erngresa.

US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright met wit

both sides Friday

and was to attend a 9:15 am (20: 15 BST) Saturday White House gath-
ering with Clinton, Israell Foreign Minister Shlomo Ben Ami, and top

Yalestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat.

Meanwhile, top Israell and Palestinlan negotiators are scheduled to
meet President Bill Clinton early today, despite doubts over whether

talks here have ylelded progress.
US Secret

ary of State Madeleine Albright met with both sides Friday
and was to attend a 9:15 am (20: 15 BS

Saturday White House gath-

ering with Clinton, Israeli Foreign Minister Shlomo Ben Ami, and lead

Palestinian negotlator Saeb Erakat.

"We hope that the parties redouble their efforts and do everything
they can to help find a way to end the violence and to narrow their
differences,” said White House spokesman Jake Sfewert.

TToomemssE__——— | | Serbia set to wash its hands

of Milosevic in polls
Kosovo Serbs brave cold to vote

BELGRADE, Dec 23 : Voters In
Serbia were casting ballots today
in elections that are expected Lo
hand victory to democratic
reformers and sweep out the last
remnants of the regime of
Slobodan Milosevic, reports AFP.

Supporters of Yugoslav Presi-
dent Vojislav Kostunica see the
vote in Lhe larger of Yugoslavia's
two republics as an opportunily
to consolidate power alter ousting
Milosevic and most of his allies in
an uprising last October, two
weeks afler federal elections.

Turnout was light at polling
stations in Belgrade, possibly due
to the cold weather, shortly after
polls opened at 7:00 am (12:00
BST). :

But Milosevic and his wife Mira
Markovic, who heads her own
neo-communist party the Yugo-
slav Left (JUL), braved the early
morning chill to cast their ballots
in the posh Belgrade district of
Dedinje, surrounded by body-
guards.

More than 6.5 million eligible
voters will choose 250 deputies
for the republic’'s assembly from
candidates representing eight
parties and coalitions, but the

“main contestants are the Demeo-

cratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS)
and the Sociallsts, still headed by
Milosevic.

Public opinion polls taken in
the run-up to the elections
showed a massive lead for the
DOS. which was projected to win
61 and 80 percent of the voltes.

Milosevic's Socialists can
expect between 11 percent and 18
percent, the surveys showed.

Analysts belleve the elections
will mark the final defeat for
Milosevic, whose allies still hold
positions of power in Serbia,
particularly in the police force.

Campaigns have been low-key
compared with the make-or-

break polls In September, with |

many Serbs believing a DOS
victory to be a foregone conclu-
sion.

Meanwhile, Kosovo's Serb
minority came oul to vote Satur-
day in the [irst Serbian legislative
election since their province came
under international control.

Voting began slowly at polling
stations in this northern Kosovo
town, and In Serb enclaves in
central Kosovo near the provin-
cial capital Pristina.

The election was taking place

in freezing lemperatures and
amlid power outages.
o ral efficials reported
none af the Iraud and violence
which marred September's fed-
eral elections.
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Troops kill 17 Tigers

Madonna deprived media

Ex-ISI chief's
entry to Britain
banned

KARACHI, Dec 23 : The former
chief of the Pakistan military's
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
sald today Britain had banned
his entry to the country because
of his support for Jihad (holy war)
in Kashmir, reports AFP.

"My entry into Britain has been
banned by the British govern-
ment since last month,” retired
general Hameed Gul told AFP.

"The British Home Office has
informed me through a letter in
November that I should not enter
UK as my activities were found to
be against their national inter-
est.”

Senial killer held
in India for
beheading 15

LUCKNOW, India, Dec 23 : A
suspected serial killer accused of
beheadlnr: 15 people, mutllating
their lles and keeping their
skulls as souvenlirs was arrested
today In northern India.

Police Superintendent P.K
Tiwari told AFP Raja Kalandar, in
his mid-30s, was detained at his
home In the Indian city of
Allahabad, 200 km east of Uttar
Pradesh's state capital Lucknow.,

Tiwarl said police had been
investigating the death of
Dhirendra Kumar, a journalist
with the Aaj newspaper whose
head was lound in a pond near
Allahbad, when they arrested
Kalandhar.

Now women can
complain against
discrimination
to UN

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 23: In
a milestone on the road toward
gender equality, women can now
submit sex discrimination, sex-
ual harassment and other com-
plaints to the United Nations,
reports AP.

The rule, which is a new addi-
tion to the 1979 UN convention
barring abuse against women,
came into effect Friday.

It says a woman whose com-
plaints are not addressed in her
home country can submit them
to UN officials. It also sets up a
committee that will be able to
investigate allegations that a
country has violated the provi-
sions of the 1979 UN convention.

"This is a historic step forward

in giving women the right of

redress ... at'‘the'iriternatiorial
level," said Assistant Secretary
General Angela King, special
adviser on gender issues to UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Iranian FM calls
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Tourists stand outside the entrance of New Delhi's historic Red Fort yesterday as Indian soldiers
cordoned off the area to launch a major search operation to look for suspected Muslim militants.
Indian troops were searching for militants who are thought to be behind a shock attack at the capital's

Red Fort that killed a soldier, an army barber and a civilian employee late Friday.

--AFP photo

Militants attack Red Fort
in Delhi: 3 killed

Troops search for attackers, Lashker-1-Taiba
claims responsibility

NEW DELHI, Dec 23 Indian troops today
combed New Delhi for Muslim militants who gunned
down three people overnight in a shock attack on
the capital's historic Red Fort, reports AFP.

Additional Commissioner of Police Ajay Chadha
sald two gunmen Kkilled a soldier, an army barber
and a civilan employee in the attack, which
occurred around 9:30pm (22:00 BST) on Friday.

“The armny has cordoned off the Red Fort area. The
Delhi police and army have launched a joint comb-
ing operation within and around the Red Fort to look
for clues,” Chadha said.

He said 1,100 policemen, soldiers and military
intelligence officials had fanned out across a two
km radius from the fort.

"The sprawling Red Fort complex Including the
army barracks have been turned inside out. We are
also carrying out house-to-house searches in the
neighbourhood,” said Chadha.

Chadha added the identity of the attackers could
not be confirmed.

But the hardline Pakistan-based Lashker-i-Taiba
outfit, a powerful pan-Islamic militant group oper
ating in Indian-administered Kashmir, said it car-
ried out the attack.

The police have recovered 40 AK-47 and AK-57
shells. No one has been arrested and no weapon
recovered so far.

- ¥ Chadha described the attack a5 "a serious secu
ity lapse,” adding amp* investigation had been

ordered into how the gunmen managed to gain entn

through a gate barred to civilians and guarded
around the clock.

He also sald admitted the two attackers and
possibly a back-up team” might have made good
their escape.

"But a red alert has been sounded. Armed guards
stalioned at all 18 entry points to Delhi are checking
cars and commercial vehicles,” said Chadha. |

‘Security at all vital installations in Delhi has
been beeled up because we cannot rule out the
possibility of similar attacks today in the capital.

The militants opened fire with automatic rifles
from three points inside the fort as families of army
personnel held a party.

On Saturday, Lashkar-i-Tailba claimed its men
killed six pt-u;l'.;-

Spokesman Yahya Mujahid told AFP the deaths
raised to 30 the number of Indian soldiers or mili-
tary-related personnel the group had killed since
New Delhi announced a ceasefire in Kashmir last
month

Lashker-e-Taiba chiel Hafiz Saeed told India to
expect more attacks.

‘We take f[ull responsibility for the attack and
there will be more on soldiers, army installations
but not civilians,

Kashmir's Islamic militants have rejected a uni-

Saeed said

lateral ceasefire by Indian troops in KaShmir,
announces fort he Muslim holv month of Ramadan
1'-‘.--"‘3'[# ;-"\- o d

and extenged dor [our weeks on
propaganda ploy

US missile system aimed

in fresh fighting

COLOMBO, Dec 23 : Sri Lan-
kan troops shot dead another 17
Tamil Tiger guerrillas in a con-
frontation today in the Jafina
Peninsula where 76 combatants
were killed in overnight fighting,
officials said, reports AFP.

Soldlers attacked a group of
fighters of the se tist Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
at Navatkuli on Saturday after-
noon, killing 17 of them, defence
ministry spokesman Sanath
Karunaratne said.

"There was a piece of land
where we had not moved to after
yesterday's, operation.,”
Karunaratne said. “The terrorists
had come there and we were able
to engage them.”

The confrontation came as
hundreds of troops were clearing
mines a day after capturing a
large area from Tamil Tiger rebels
following a heavy land, sea and
air attack that killed 76 on both

- sides on Friday.

Government forces uncovered
elght anti-tank mines, automatic
assault rifles and ammunition
left behind by the LTTE, military
spokesman Karunaratne said.

“"The soldiers are conducting
clearing operations in theé area
today,” Karunaratne said.

Heavily armed soldiers backed
by tanks, aircraft and gunboats
mounted the onslaught Friday
and captured about 35 square
km from Tiger rebels on the
Jaffmra Peninsula, the defence
ministry said.

Karunaratne said troops
recovered the bodies of 51 rebels
killed in ferocious fighting around
a vital highway that links Jaffna
town with nearby
Chavakachcheri.

Some 24 government soldiers
and one officer were killed and
another 47 wounded in the fight-
ing which came hours after the
LTTE's announcement of a uni-
lateral ceasefire from Christmas
Eve.

"We have now almost opened
the entire A-9 highway between
Chavakachcheri and Jaffna town
with only two more km (o be
opened,” Karunaratne said.

‘Isolated pockets of terrorists
fighting for their lives were anni-

hilated and their weapons recov-
ered.”

of her glittering
wedding story t

LONDON, Dec 23 : Britain's
newspapers expressed their
displeasure today after an
unusually publicity-shy
Madonna deprived them of the
glittering wedding story they had
been craving, reports AFP.

The tabloid Daily Star led the
indignation by calling the pop
diva a "stuck-up primadonna" for
failing to make an appearance in
front of the massed ranks of
reporters and photographers.

Madonna had "put two fingers
up to all her fans,” said the Star.
"They don't mnatter to her."

The media could only specu-
late about whether Madonna and
film director Guy Ritchie had tied
the knot as by the early hours of
Saturday no Information had
leaked out from the Scottish
castle where the couple were
holed up.

“The Ritchies kindly invite you
to... keep vour distance,” was how
the upmarket Independent inter-

for change 1n
- US policies

TEHRAN, Dec 23 : Iranian
Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi
has called on the new adminis-
tration of President-elect George
W. Bush to change US policies
towards Iran, the governmental
Iran Dally newspaper said today,

preted the press blackout at |
Skibo Castle, in north-east Scot-
land.

"Madonna the secret bride,"
was the Daily Mail's headline over

- reports AFP.
a scant story on the wedding "The time is ripe for the new US
celebrations. 1'

| | government to revise its policies
The whole world watched towards Iran.” Kharazi said in a
when Princess Diana was mar-

ried, same thing when the Queen |
wed for that matter,” complained
the Star.

'But Madonna obviously
thinks she's much grander than
royalty. It was all done in total
secrecy, behind closed doors."

Newspapers had to satisfy
themselves with snaps of celeb- |
rity guests like singer Sting, his
wife Trudi Styler and fashion
designer Donatella Versace arriv-
ing for the big day.

The hundreds of pressmen
who had descended on the sleepy
town of Dornoch, nearest settle-
ment to Skibo Castle, were left
twiddling their thumbs

Bush following weeks ol contro-
versial debate over vote counts.

"We still have to wait and see
what policies and strategies the
new administration tends to
adopt,” towards Iran, Kharazi
said.

In recent days several Iranian
officials have called on the new

change Iin Washingion
improve relations with Tehran.

Relations between Washington
and Tehran have been broken
since the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion that toppled the shah iIn
favour of the late Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeinl.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Department of Supply and Inspection
Invitation of Tender

Tr_|e following tenders invited by the Department of Supply and Inspection. All the registered firms
of this Department in the relevant group and other well established firm subject to submission of

application well in advance and if considered fit by the authority.

C/A, Dhaka.
DFP-30893-20/12
(-2232

N.B. No tender will be sold on the date of submission of tender. Tenders obtainable from :
1. Department of Supply & Inspection, 48, Motijheel C/A (4th Floor), Dhaka.
2. Department of Supply & Inspection (Shipping), C.G.0. Building, Agrabad, Chittagong.

3. Department of Supply & Inspection (Shipping), 51, Farazipara Road, Khulna.
4 Place for submission of tender: Department of Su

pply & Inspection (4th Floor), 48, Motijheel

S ~ Tender No & Nature Shqn Value of tender set Last date & time for
No ﬂescs?pnon of (Non-refundable) submission of tender
s ores

1. S-13/Sty.& Paper/Local/ Tracing Paper. Tk, 450/-. -01- :
2 g 0 Pap 03-01-2001 at 11-00 AM
2000

2. S-13/Sty. & Type Writer Tk. 4,600/, 04-01-2001 at 11-00 AM
Paper/Local/87/2000-01 Carbon Paper. : L e
dt. 13-12-2000.

3. S-13/Sty. & White Typin Tk, 850/-, 07-01-2001 1-
Paper/Local/91/2000-2001 PapgrP 5 Attt
at. 14-12-2000.

4. 5-5/Chem-2/Local/92/ Punch Machine, Tk. 450/-, 03-01-2001 at 11-

@ 2000-2001 dt, 14-12-2000. Paper Cutter, NN
Paper Clip.

Asstt. Director (CDN).

reaction to the election victory of

administration to ride the tide of
and |

at world domination, not
rogue states: Moscow

MOSCOW, Dec 23 : The only
reason the United States is seek
ing to deploy a National Missile
Defence System (NMD) is the
country’s desire to strategically
dominate the world, Russian
Defence Minister Igor Sergeyev
said today, reports AFP.

The perceived threat to the
United States of a missile attack
from a "rogue” nation like Iran or
North Korea was nol realistic,
Sergeyev said in an interview
published in the Russian daily
Krasnaya Zvezda (Red Star).

The deployment of the NMD
would be "directed against Rus-
sia,” he told the newspaper.

"Our position remains
unchanged. Russia will not
accept an alleration to the ABM
(Anti-Ballistic Missile) Treaty
which would mean (the treaty's)
destruction,” Sergeyev insisted.

Deployment of the NMD would
involved modifying the ABM
Treaty signed between Moscow
and Washington in 1972

Colin Powell, expecied to be the

Japanese Emperor Akihito (L) and Empress Michiko (R) stroll
around the main entrance of the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on
November 21. Akihito celebrated his 6 7th birthday yesterday.

~AFP photo

s S 1

new US Secretary of State under
president elect George Bush, has
said he favours deploying the
NMD, but Moscow has repeatedly
threatened that it will withdraw
disarmament agreements if that
happens

Sergeyev also said that Rus
sian relations with NATO were
marked by "a great lack of trust”,
and repeated his opposition to
NATO enlargement to include
former Soviet states.

Such a move would be *
political error.” he said

Russia has adopted a more
positive attitlude to its relations
with NATO since May.

a grave

Prior to that relations had been | : .
| trial, saying "anything | say might

bom

which

frozen lollowing NATO'S
bardment ol Yugoslavia,
began in March 1999
Russia and NATO are major
players,
the world
said.
They cannol
respectve Inlerests

as a whole, Sergeven

ignore their

| time that | testify,

both in Europe and in |

Estrada seeks
swift trial

MANILA. Dec 23 : Philippine
President Joseph Estrada studi
ously ignored {oday potentially
damning evidence he held a
secret  10-million-dollar bank
account under a false name,

reports AFP

Instead the embalttled leader
merely t_‘\.‘j[-T'c‘H*-:"tf the :"|~'*Ik: his
corruption trial in the country s
Senate would be over soon and
reiterated his willingness 1o
but only if his lawvers
told him to do so. |

Speaking on his weekly radio
show, Estrada said his Christ-
mas wish for the nation was for a
swiit tnal so that we can go back
immediately

Let them finish, whatever the
charges are We accept
them,” Estrada said.

However he said he would not
comment on the deeply damaging
1§ -t =L l:.-.”:["IJ"- il }:.‘-'1 F!t‘l’];*]['t"

testily --

to work

be prejudicial.

| won't talk about it until the
Estrada said,
repeating he was willing to
appear at the trial at which he is

| accused of corruption, receiving
| huge pav-offs from illegal gam-

bling bosses and skimming off

| government funds.
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