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CUlture

The Pangs and Woes of Migrant Workers

Chobi Mela's migrant labour epzsode by Shahzdul Alam ends at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.

16 The Buaily Star

The photographs on the show

By Tawfique Ali present a vivid description of
deception, mal-treatment, humil- '
— ‘ ‘ lation and GEhUIHd.I'IlSRUDH that
" ;l?::t.xidtnﬁfngjﬂggg the Bangladeshl labourers suffer Cll'cuﬂ WOmell

uniform, that he was

at different stages. The plcture

Indian photographer *

titled 'Relatives Praying Outside Saibal Das beyond the
in, made me Inquisi-

tive. I talked lolllllm and mis?tmde Alrport’ taken in 1995 tells about glamour of shows and picks
the revelation of Bﬁ.ﬂglﬂdfﬁhi the anxiety of a mtgrﬂrﬂﬁ rela- UnglmpﬂCﬂ of the circus

tives. In this photograph relatives
of one Abdul Malek, bound for
Tripoly, are seen to camp at the
alrport one day ahead of his
departure and pray for his safe
travel and well-being.

In "Friends of Migrant Workers
at Wire Fence" taken In 1996,
depicts a painful separation of a
worker from his friends. The wire

migrant workers' tale who are
beckoned by the promise of dis-
tant lands of the glob. This was
how I began a photographic com-
ition of their predicament,”
Shahidul Alam, a prolific photog-
rapher and father of modern
photography movement in Ban-
adesh, sald while talking about
iIs show at the Bangladesh

women thelr joy and misery,
thelr agony and amusement
entwined in their everyday
Iife. The show is oftheon |
going Chobi Mela, 1st Festi-
val of Photography in Asia.
The show is being held at
Russlan Cultural Centre and
will run until December 23
from9am to 4 pm.

Shllpakalﬁ Acad{-ng’ g{mi?mm they hr.:lticis at, Slark the departure Exhibition on
The photographic exh on more poignantly. - 1
titled 'Migrant Labour’ was held A woman bids farewell to her Liberation

as part of the first ever photo-
graphic extravaganza,
Mela, in Asia jointly organised by
Drik Picture Library Ltd,
Pathshala- South Aslan Institute
y, the Netherlands
embassy, the British Council, the
Alliance Francaise, :
through the high commission of
India, and Goethe Instiut.

The plight of the Bangladeshi
migrant workers across the world
has never been under focus for
Mainly the illiterate
young folks of this poor country
have been driven to launch their

of Photography,

long now.
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precarious journeys all across
the world in quest of economic
emancipation. The {llusive glow of
materially prosperous lands of
the world have always tempted
them to head for there at any cost.

Being lashed up by acute
poverty, these unemployed folks
desperately seek for a social
mobility and a little comport of
life. They immediately get
entrapped by the allure of the
deceitful manpower agents. Fake
promises made to them enkindle
their innocent hope for prosperity
all the more. Sometimes mortgag-
ing thelr last resort, virtually
mortgaging themselves, they
enterprise to construct their only
hope, to uplift their destiny. The
lale of their disillusionment and

Shahidul Alam, also the festi;
val director of the Chobi Mela,
has'made up dh honest and sin*
cere depiction of dreadful suffers
ings that these helpless people
undergo at different phases (o get
to their dream lands.

Of three phased work on the
Bangladeshi migrant labourers,
Shahidul's first phase projects
the plight of the migrant workers
in the region from the Middle-
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Morris Ceruillo 4:00

husband, leaving for work In the
Mid-East, Irom across the glass
the Zia International
Alrport. The husband Is seen

parting his wife apparently with
smiling face but evidently with a
heavy heart full of pangs.

Al "Alrport queue’ the labour-
ers are exposed to mal-treatment
in the hands of the airport offl-
clals. Though migrant workers
make up most of the passengers
in certain routes, alrport officials
generally treat them with disdain.
Unaware of their rights, workers
are often harried and abused but
awalt patiently to get their desti-
nation. Compared to what they
have already faced, long queues
and rough behavior are no diffl-
culties to them.

The image titled 'Bangladeshi
Construction Workers in front of
Petronas Tower' taken in 1998,
hints at the irony of life that these
workers who sweat thelir guts out
in construction of the world's
highest structure will never enter
the exclusive boutiques in the
complex.

‘Little India’, title of a picture
on the show, Is where workers
from the sub-continent gather
every Sunday afternoon in Singa-

Those who can't read have others
read them their letters from

homeé/ For some," its nedrly ohe
pladé where they are with kin,| °

and are not seen as foreigners by
those around them

The exhibition also showcases
one photograph of a recruiting
agent who has become "Prince”
Musa. He bathes In rosewater
and wears diamond encrusted
shoes and as such it has been
titled Diamond in his Shoes.

On the occasion of the
30th anniversary of the
Liberation War, the Libera-
tion War Museum has put u

a month-long exhibition |

titled Gowobmoy Atmadan

Chiro-Jagoruk . |

The remains found In the
killing fields of Jalladkhana
and Nuri Masjid and some
photographs are being
exhibited, at the museum

gallery at Segun Bagicha.
Exhibition

A comic exhibition titled
Ora Prithibir Swapna Dekhe,
2000 Saler Chhobi planned
by Association Francaise d
Action Artistiqgue Is being
held at the gallarey of the
L'Alliance Francalse de
Dhaka. Open to all, the exhi-
bition will run until January
9,2001 from 9 a.m. to 12

noon every day.

A creatively Interactive
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held at the Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts at Dhanmandi. The
show will remain open on
December 21-22 and from
December 31-January 9,
2001. The gallery will remain
closed from December 24-30
for Eid holidays.
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