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China lift
| tourney
“ From A Correspondent

" New Delhi. Dec 22: China

once again proved that they are
the best womens baskelball
team in Asla after their con
vincimg 78-59 victory over arch
rivals Japan in the final ol the
15th ABC Basketball Champ
onship for junior women at the
Talkatora Stadinm this evening

By virtue of this victory
China alunﬁ with Runners U'p
Japan qualified for the world
Championship to be held in the
Czech Republic in September
2001 .

The third place wenl
South Korea when they
teated Chinese Taipei 67-64.

Annuath  Kwnar,  India’s
Minister of Tourism and Cul-
ture was the Chief Guest and
distributed prizes.

RESULT OF THE
FINAL MATCH

China - 75 : Japan - 59
Half Time Score : 44 - 35

ABC PROMOTION TROPHY
1. Most Valuable Player -
Chen Nan (China)

1o
de-

2. Most Valuable Coach -
Liun Quing (China)

3. Top Scorer - Oga Yuko
LWJapan)

4. Top Playmaker - Oga
Yuko (Japan)

5. Top Rebounder - Kiseleva
Julia (Uzbe kistan)

6. Top Three Point Shooter
- Kim - (DPR Korea)

FINAL RANKING

1. CHINA 2. JAPAN 3.
SOUTH KOREA 4. CHINESE

TAIPEl] 5. DPR KOREA o
THAILAND 7. MALAYSIA N,
UVZBERKISTAN 9. INDIA 10.
HONG KONG CHINA 11. SRI
LANKA

B baria cricket
From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBAKIA, Dec 22:
Surjin Tarun Cricket Club de-
feated Udayon Juba Sanngha
by 35 runs in the Shaheed
Rangn Mia Cup-2000 at the

Shahjadapur  Junior  High
School plavground today.
Winning the toss Surja

Tarun batted scored 132 for
eight in stipulated 30 overs.

in reply. Udavon managed
97 runs losing all wickets.

Hamid was declared marn-ol-
the-match.

In the other match , Durjoy
Cricket Club defeated Agradut
Cricketl Club by 40 runs at the
same venue here today.

Winning the toss Durjoy
made 12.5 ruus losing all wick-
els.

In reply. Agradut scored 85
for all wickets m stipulated 30
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LONDON. Dec 22
IAFP): The vear of
the fix is  how
2000 will be re-
membered in cric-
ket history. A se
ries of revelations that begun
wirh Hhansie  Cronje’'s  forced
achinission that he had taken
money  from bookmakers and
culminated earlier this month
with Mohammad Azharuddin's
life ban for match-fixing -
flicted major damage to the
international game’s credibility.
As the game struggled to ab-
sorh the constant drip of suc-
cessive revelatfons  Australia
confirmed their position of re-
cent years as the world's best

team.

Steve Wnu&h‘s side broke
the West Indies 16-vear-old
record of 11 consecutive Test
cricket wins with victory by an
innings and 27 runs in the sec-
ond Test over the West Indies at
Perth earlier this montl,

Waugh Is a shrewd captain
as well as arguably the most
resilient batsman of his gen-
eratton while his team's all-
round ability tn the field has
tumed the excellent into the

rouline,

However., claims that they
were the best Test teamm ever
were hotly disputed, although

the way fast bowler Glenn
McGrath's 300th Test wicket
camie as part ot a hat-trick

spoke volmmes about Austra-
lia's enrrent dominance.

Meanwhile England under
captainn Nasser lussain, with
shrewd advice from  Zimbab-

wean coach Dunean Fleteher,
started to show they were a
team worth beating.

‘Pressure’ is the most over-
nsed word in sport but the tur-
bulent domestic situation back
home meant the Zimbabweans
reallv were sufferng as they
lost 1-0 in England.

Then all-rounder Neil John-
son  and batsman Murray
Coodwin. two kev Zimbabwe
players  announced  their re-
tirement from Test cricket in
order to pursue more lucrative
domesne careers in South Afl-
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made it 14 wins In a row at

Adelaide. thee West Indies had
lost 17 ol their last 19 overseas
Tests

In England a series of spec-
tacular batting collapses o4
ar Lord’s, for example meant
the West Indies bowlers never
had a chance, although Curtly
Ambrose and Courtney Walsh
Kept going magntficently.

A\l Headingley, England's
lourth Test win was completed
betore the weekend. It was the
first thne a Test had been won
inside two days since Australin
beat New Zealand at Wellington
in 1945/46.

Ambrose, having reached
the landmark of 400 Test wick-
ets earlier in the series. later
announced his retirement.

However, Walsh enticed by
the prispnect ol hl‘t'Ullllllg the
first to 500 wickers. nobly de-
cided to solider on. j

Brian Lara scemed to spend
more time with psychologists
than in the middle but innings
such as his 182 In Adelaide
proved his talent was intact

As his captain Jimmy Ad-
ams remarked: "It {s very hard
to get inside the mind of a
genius’,

No less remarkable was the

continued ascent of Sachin
Tendulkar. After an unbeaten
double century against Zim-

babwe at Nagpur in November,
Tendulkar had scored 6416
runs at an average of 57.28
including 24 centuries.

Unfortunately he was denied
the chance to play Tests in
Pakistan when the Indian gov-
crament not the cricket
board — called off the tour,

Bangladesh made their Test
debut and although defeated by
India., Aminul Islam's 145 was
the best maiden Innings since
Australia’'s Charles Bannerman
made 165 not out in the verv
first Test malch. against Eng-
land in 1877

Pakistan's year finished on a
downbeat with a surprise 1-0
series loss to England. The
tourists showed - unexpected
fortitude against spin and won
the final Test to end Pakistan's
unbeaten record at Karachi.
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the tading light

Bucknor showed admirable
Hrimness  saggesting  that  offi-

clals need character more than
the depressingly lengthy  new
set of Laws issued by MCC, The
main change, five-run penalties
lor major  misdemeanours,
won't even apply to Tesl
matches following a typiecal ICC
fudge.

Sri Lanka's Arjuna
Ranatunga announced his re-
tirement amidst internal dis-
wtes. There may have been
{nrticr batsmen but the World
Cup winning captain was un-
matched (n his ability to annoy
the opposition.

In South Alfrica, Ali Bacher,
the man who kept the game
going during the apartheid
vears and shephered it through
its international return stepped
down,

The former Test captain did
not deserve to have his last
vear in charge blighted by
Cronje. There was better news,
when thanks to the develop-
ment  programme  he  helped
start, 21-year-old black pace-
man Mfuenko Ngam was called
up into the Test squad to re-
place the injured Allan Donald.

India’s Lala Amarnath, their
lirst Test centurion. died aged
80 and West Indies left-hander
Roy Fredericks (57), whose as-
tonishing 165 against the might
of Dennis Lillee and Jeflf Thom
son at Perth in 1975 was un-
doubtedly one ol the great Test
innings. succumbed to cancer,

in  December, England's
Colin Cowdrey (G7), arguably
the most graceful batsman of
his generation and later a dis-

tmguished  administrator.  as
befitted a man born withh the
initials MCC. died ol a heart

attack.

He was the first to play 100
Tests — he marked the occa-
siton with a hundred and
made six tours of Australia, the
last aged 42 when summoned
as an emergency replacement
he faced 'Lillian Thomson' with
courage and classical tech-
nique.

It was a
dence that

poignant coinci-
his death was an-

rico el Australia respectively, That match ended in mild nounced on the same day that
Lugland, however, went on  farce when. after sSlowing the Azharuddin, the most elegant
1o winn thear fiest Test series  over-rate down. Pakistan cap- batsmian of his time., was
apaiust the West Indies for 31 tinn Moin Khan complained to handed a life-ban for match-
years: by the thne Australia - tmpire Steve Bucknor about  [ixing.
PARIS. Dec 22 (AFP): Tiger  even catne near to finishing 15 I'm plaving a different tour-

Woodls reached a level of goll in
2000 thar uat only confinmed
Lin as the world's number one
Dt

shots ahead of the rest of the
ield in a major was nearly 140
vears ago when Old Tom Morris

won the 1862 British Qpen at

; i $o48r ahiead of the
] » res| hal gall legend & Prestwielobe'] 3 -shot § - it-
Jack icklans  admitted it ‘I've ‘a pretty tough job
RAJSHAHI. Dec 22: Lords | wonld be several vears before  ahead of e for the next ten
Club and Katakhali Cricker | anyone appeared who could vears.' remarked Els.
Training Centre won their re- | challenge the 24-year-old lmpossible might have been
spective maltches of the Sixth While Nickl: _ _ 4 better word, And Els was to
Bir Shestra Captain Mohiuddin Ny dr A i ‘“_'h i b i - 3 : z
Jahangir  Siurifi Cold - Cun might have been a bitter pill lor
cricket tournament today ar | dEVEN-tne ERropel) L oading
Railway gronnd. ' o b Colin.  Montgomeric
Winning the toss., Friends ~.~.n-u.r1 TURUERE. Ua SOl als
Circle were shot out for 101 jn | Pavis Love or David Duval to
D3 T WPre swaltlow it simply underlined
lu reply, Lords reached the | 'he greauiess Woods had man-
target of 102 losing one wicket dged. : _
In the other match. Katak- After  falling to win at
hali deteated Mirerchalk | Augusta. Fiji's Vijay Singh lift-
Sporting Club by 84 runs ing lus first green jacket, Woods
- sei alter the other three with a
vengeancee and it came as no
BOl'der b“CkS surprise when he took the US
_ Open. the British Open and the
up Wame PGA to become the youngest
player in history to have won all
BRISBANE. Dec 22: Test se- | four Majors.
lectar Allan Border said today He also became only the
Australia’s greatest wicket-taker | second player in history to win
>hane Warne. who is battling a | three Majors In a single season.
finger injury. had shown en- | The other was Ben Hogan in e
couraging signs in his nine-over | 1953. He also became the first ok i . =
stint — in  Thursday's tribute | player to suceessfully defend FNGER WOODS
match in  Brisbane. reports | his USPGA title for 63 years. get another ghimpse of his rival
Reuters. But it was at the US Open, when they battled over the Old
Wame ook 1-38. claiming | plaved over the demanding Course for the Open champion-
the wicket of retired England | Pebble Beach course in North- ship
great Graham Gooch in the lan | ern California, that Woods pro- Woods won the champion-
Healy testimonial match duced four of the greatest ship with a record breaking 19-
"He is really happy with the | rounds ever seen. under par - eight shots clear of
way it feels.” Border said (n the ‘It was awesome." sald Els, Els and Denmark's Thomas
Herald Sun newspaper who saw it all close up as he Bjorn. But for a bogey on the
“He just has 1o go through | partniered Woods over the final 17th he would have finished
the techniques of bowlhing.” 18 holes, 20-under.
“But he has no pain. that's ‘It was a dominating per- Els was stunned,
the main thing formance.” added t(he second Even if 1 really plaved as
Victoria hove named Warne | place Els. who finished 15 good as 1 could 1 don't think |
i wo 15-man squads for do- | strokes  behind  the voung . wonld have pot 1o |9-under like
mesne matches against West. Aerican Tiger” confessed the Sonth
ern Australia (WA) next month The last ume any player  African.
_'-_-_“"-—-——_-—-——————-—_——I—_——-————.___ m— T—
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer IRERERE g o W] ol i
ACROSS 43 Highway 3 Disco- 22 Breather? |12 13 14
1 Boxer division style 23 Slowpoke, T -
4 Tacklea 44 Swab 4 Canine of a sor : it
hurdle 46 Rockies scav- 25 Com- 18 19 20
8 Cry out range engers manded
loud 50 Wall 5 Dream 26 Language 21 22 |23 24 25 (26 |27
12 "Who am cover Team of
~ judge?” 55 Ante- initials Pakistan |28 |29 |30 31 32
13 Largest of  ceding 6 Russian 27 Appear 23 A
"glou'wn 56 Count space- 28 Stroller el % 3
ruising counler- craft 29 Emanation |37
15 Cribbage parl 70neof 30 Unadul- ; o % v
score- 57 Farm the Three lerated 41 42 43
keeper fraction Bears 31 Ms. Lolla-
16 Floor *— Miss 8 Pancake brigida “ 45 L 47 148 149
cover Brooks” makeup 35 Teelolaler, .
18 Frighten 59 Youngster "— was eqg HOSIIL I il e 85
20 Museurn 60 2000, 6.g.  saying ..” 38 Syna- 6 57 ~
S
stuff 61 Ultra- 10 Oid gogue
21 Comical modern English 40 Main- 59 60 : 61
soris double-U lander’s i
24 Pictlure DOWN 11 Trail the souvenir
puzzie 1 Knight's pack 42 Female |
28 Wall 2ackup 17 Screw up deer o e
cover 2 Texas 19 Have 45 Supplicate
32 Excep- sch. bills 47 Night ] Z W FY L &8% THZYDSM
tional light
33 Wish 48 Veritiable X N J L CDMU] T X X 2L
49 Re
planes’n’ B LPFZDELRB NP EWZSDSM
such ;
50 PI. Y. 0 L CDRESD MDY ] HD X
51 Bob's Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: PERHAPS A
longime. pORIATRIST TURNED SLEUTH MIGHT OFTEN
partner ppEl THAT SOMETHING'S AFOOT.
gppibiical Today's C ip Clue: J equal
Eaat y's Cryptoquip Clue: J equals T
53 Gapades  1re Crypioquip is a substiution coher in which one letier stands for
B another, If you think that X equals O, It will aqual O Uwoughout the
54 Pilching  puzzie Single letlers, short words and words using an apostrophe
stal. wmmnmmm-muwmmgm
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nament. I play the regular Tour
cvent and Tiger plays his own
evelt.

‘It is incredible to waich a
guy, play so much better than
the rest,of the world and it is
tough to sit down .and talk
about him every time. I might
have to get used to it but that's
the way it goes,"” he smiled.

Only in the USPGA Champi-
onship at a steamy Vallhallah
did Woods get a fright as he
went for his third straight Ma-
jor.

But instead of it being one of
golf's big bovs that threatened
Woods, it was a little-known
journeyman called Bob May.

In the most thrilling finish
seen this season in the Majors.,
the world number one finished
with a 67 for a four-round total
of 270 - 18-under par - tied
with Bob May. who closed with
his third straight 66

Woods beat May by a single
stroke 1 @ three-hole play-off.
the tirst tmme such a play-off

lhlas been used in the tonrna-
nient

But nothing to take the
shine off a season that saw

Woods win a staggering 10 mil-
lion dollars - more than Jack
Nicklaus won in his whole pro-
fessional career

While Woods played his own.
rarelied game, the rest wére
locked in their own private bat-
tle. Els might have been well
short of Woods but he was
clearly above the best of the
rest. The lald back Els finished
second in the first three Majors,
al amazing leat

In Europe there was a
changing of the guard as Mont-
gomerie saw his run of seven
straight European Order of
Merit wins finally come to an
end. '

But it went down to the final
tournament of the season - the
World Gollf Championship at
Valderamma in Spain.

Northern Ireland's Darren
Clarke went into the tourna-
ment  ahead but Westwood,
whitle he failed to lift the one
million dollar winner's cheque,
finished far enough ahead of
the Uisterman to take his first
European money list title,

While the best of the rest
play in their own competitions
Wood's Is already eyeing next

April’'s  Masters.  Victory at
Augusta would see him become
the nLrst player in history 1o

hold all lour Majors at e sane
time. None will et agamist him.

Anand wins
Game Two

TEHRAN. Dee 22: Viswimna:
than Anand ol India won the
second gamne ol the FIDE World
Chess Champlonship Fhuarsday
alter a resignation on move 64
by Alexel Shirov of Spain. re-
ports Xinhua

Shirov, also a Grand Master
who was plaving with the black
pieces, chose the sharp Arch-
angel variation of the Ruay Lo-
pez. popular mmong some top
plavers in recent years. But
Anand’s  eighthy move in the
opening was a novelty, forcing
Shirov into a minefield ol sharp
varialions

The Spanard will play with
the white pleces e gane three
ol the six-gani¢e match 1oday
The vpening game ended o
chraw after 34 moves,

Sport

Marion tops
Reuters’ poll

LONDON, Dec 22 (Reulers):
LIS sprinter Marion Jones, who
won three gold medals at the
Svilney Olvinples but failed in
her gquest 1o secure five, is the

Rienters  sportswoman ol the
year,

Gold medalists  from the
Olympic Games swept the to
three places (n the poll with

Jones scoring 171 points ot of
a possible 250. ahead of Aus-
tralian athlete Cathy Freeman
on 120 and Dutch swimmer
Inge de Bruljn who took third
place with 103,

Wimbledon. US Open and
Olympic champion Venus Wil-
llams came fourth with 97
points and Australian golfer
Karrie Webb took fifth place
with 31.

“Jones was the dominant
figure at the biggest sports
event of the year.” said Joseph
Romanos at the New Zealand
Listener magazine,

Jones made an ambitious
bid for five golds in Svdney but
finished with victories in the
10O metres, 200 metres and
4x400 metres relay.

“Marion Jones may have
failed in her quest for five gold
medals in Sydney but she is the
supreme sprinter ol the modern

era.” said Clive Ellis at the
Dally Telegraph in London.
Fiftv  sports  editors  and

journalists from 37 countries
nowminated up to five leading
sportsowinen. [Zach first place
cholce was awarded five points,

the second-placed took four
points and so on.
Runner-up Cathy Freeman

won the 400 metres gold medal
after lighting the Olympic flani
in what became one of the mosi
enduring and symbolic mo-
ments of the Games. “Cathy
Freeman delivered all that was
expected of her and more at
Sydney,” said Ori Lewis at
Haaretz in Israel.

As Australia’s most promi-
nent  Aboriginal  sportsperson,
Freeman was seen as a symbol
of the country's 200-year strug-
gle for reconciliation between
blacks and whites.

“"Her victory came to sym-
bolise so much more than an
Olympic pgold medal,” said
Brian Walsh at the Herald Sun
in Melbourne,

"It was a victory for her race,
for tolerance in this countn
and managed to unite 19 mil-
lion Australians - il only for o1
imemorable night.”

Third-placed de Bruijn
capped an astonishing year by
winning three individual golds
i Svdney, all in world record
tine

Iuast points behind de Bruijn
in the poll, Williams became the
lirst black Wimbledon cham-
plon since the late Arthur Ashe
in 1975

Williams defeated vounger
sister Serena in the Wimbledon
semifinal before beating de-
fending champion Lindsay Dav
enport in the linal. She went on
to win the US Open in New
York and the singles title at the
Sydney Olympics

"She's the first female
Sportswoman to also become a
superstar. said Federico
Fregni. a freelance [talian

Ssports journalist.
Filth place in the poll weni
to world number one woinen s

gﬂlﬁ'l' Webb., who won LPGA
Player of the Year for the sec-
onel scason i o row

2008 Olympics bid

Beijing promises
to clean air

BEIJING, De¢

Beijing's air to increase the
capital’'s chances of landing the
2008 Olympic Games, the

head of China's environmental

agency said Friday, reports AP

The central governument will
spend 10 billion vuan (1.2 bil-
lion dollars) per year to cut ai
pollution, which has improved
the last two years but is still
often dirtier than China’'s stan-
dards for industrial areas, said
Xie Zhenhua of the State Envi-
ronmental Protection Admini-
stration.

By the time the Games start
China will have spent a total
100 billion yuan (12 billion
dollars) on cleaning up Beijing
air, he told a media briefing

The biggest culprit behind
the current abominable ais
quality is the coal used to heat
most of Belijing's homes and
apartinents, fouling the air with
sulfur dioxide.

Other problems are exhaust
rom an ever growing number of
vehicles, factory emissions and
dust Kkicked up by the fast-
developing city’'s  numerous
construction sites, Xle said.

Xie did not say exactly how
the money would be put to use,
but  he promised Beijing's air
would meet World Health Or-
ganization clean air standards
bv 2008

Betjing will have air quality
as gootl as Paris.” another con-
tender lor the 2008 Games, he
Sl

Asia Cup
tennis

NEW DELHL Dee 22 Re.
sults from the Asia Cup tennis
tournament here on  Friday,
reports AFP,

Men's round-robin

India bt China 2-1

Mahesh Bhupathy (Ind) bt
Wiang Yu (Chn) 6-3, 6-4.

Zhang Yu (Chn) bt
Mankad (Ind) 6-3, 6-2

Mahesh Bhpathy/Syed
Fazaluddin ~ (lnd) bt~ Wang
Yu/Zhang Yu (Chn) 6:3, 6.8

Women's round-robin

China bt Thailand 3-0

LI Ting (Chn) bt Napaporn
Tonesalee (Tha) 7-6 (7/5). 6-3.

e Na (Chinl bt Suchnian Vi-
ratprasert (Thal 3-6, 6-2, 6.2,

Harsh

LI Nai/Sun Tian (Chiny b
Cyrawan Las
mangthong/Napaporn Tong-

silec (Tha) G- 1, G- |

22: China will
make a major push to clean up

New York on December 21

NEW YORK. D
32 Venus Wil-
llas cdapped the

Inosi stiecessinul

i) vear of her voung
tennis career Iy

<teninge | live-vear contraclt
CNLCLISIOT) wilh Reebok O

Thursday worth a reported 40
milbon dollars. reports AFP.

| 3T 20-vear-old American.,
wlho has been atliliated with
Reebok since she was 11 vears

old. will launch the sports ap-
parel company's "Dely Conven-
tion" campaign on Super Bowl
Sundav in January

"This is a big moment in mm
lile. My whole life
cdream come true alter anothes
she said. “"I'm overwhelmed with

has been a

the conhdence thevve put in
me ut | deserved i

Williams started the vean
batding tendinitis  in both
wrists, but finished it with the

Wimbledon and US Open Litles
She went on to gild her season
with Olympic gold in Svdney

Fhere's no hetter athlete, ne
better individual in the world
who Is better suited to repre
sent our brand Reebok Chiel
Markeltin Officer Ange|
Martnes said.. "Our goal is nol
o show Venus as a  lennis

3 o
i
3

American tennis star Venus Williams pose with Reebok sneakers during

plaver but Venus as a lifestyle
with

icon. sonieone inspiring
the power of her presence.”

Willlams said she
Led
nunchanged, and brushed
hher career short

I like tennis
priority

in the tennis world.” she said
This i1s what | want to dao.
All mv other interests will have

I'll be able

trate on them once | retire

" i
Iy wall

tinbelievable uplif

in
captain
Billie

phone from

‘t's an
nniesione
Fed ( np
S teunis legend
niliL
Lo \rizona. "It's fantasti
{hal S recognised. 1 wann

CONCTAtN 111

g
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said via
1l
she
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In 2000, Willlams became
the hrst Alfrican-American to
capture the Wimbledon crown
since Althea Gibson in 1958
id added a second Grand
Slamn title to her resume. two
months later, by claiming thi
"H{][}"'Ii

‘Winnin

exXpects
lennis priorities (o remain
ofl
speculation that she might eut

That's 1y top
As long as ' happy
and healthy on the court, I'll be

IO CONCer-

WOINe s
andl
Jean
her

her con-

111d on crossing all the

Wihnbledon

a press briefing in
~ AFP photo

Reebok makes Venus happy

changed my career. It just
added 1o my highlights. It
opened the door for me to do
nore, sald Williams, who
posted a 41-4 record on the
WTA Tour, winning a total of six
titles along the way

Her match victories included

an impressive 35-match win-
ning streak. which started in
May and ended in October

when she fell to fellow American
Lindsay Davenport in the final
of the WTA Tour event in Linz,
Austria

Williams said she
plans to shift

has no
her focus next
season to the pursuit of the
world number one ranking.
Instead, she said. her top pri-
oritv will be winning the French
( )| 21)

I'm not focusing on the
numbers, If it happens, it hap-
pens.” she said of the number
one ranking. "What | really.
really want to win (s the
French. I have two titles on red
clay. The surface is not a prob-
lem. Naturally on clav, I'll have
to hit a few more balls back.

| can stay out there for six
hours.” she joked of the poten- |
tially arduous clay-court battles
in front of her. "After that. I'll
have to go

High points belonged

RIS D
, =
s | il
) I Decoming
irsi eVer
rld chhampions
vy U0 OnN A1l Vil the E'_E!'I'r]-¢.1r1
111 | (ammeroon also did a
mbmental and world double,
adding the Olvmpics to thel
Alrican crown
French substitute David
Trezeguel crashed home a
Golden Goal winner as France

sensational
Rotterdam

!T|i|1\ -.:'i 111 ol
2000 final in

beat
uro
on July 2

Italv were on the verge ol a
second European title after a
othh mminute strike by Marco
Delvecchio when anothei
French substitute, Svivain Wil-
tord. hit an equaliser after four

minutes and 20 seconds ol
*-.ln|1p.’|_u[‘ Lime

That sent the match into
extra-tiime, which ended after
13 minntes - 103 in all - at the
De Kuip stadiwn when

'Ilf‘.'t';_‘:llt'! blasted the ball T!.]L‘III

inito the net from a dozen me-
tres out the golden ;_1(1.;1 end-
ing the tournament

France, who knocked Italy

ot of the World Cup quarter-
linals two vears ago with a pen

ally shoot-out, repeated then
victan 111 similarly Herve-
jangling fashion belore thou

sands ot their fans behind the
italy goal
France were deserving win-
ners on the night after gradu
allv. overwhelming their oppo-
nents as the match wore on
Zinedine Zidane., whose wo

goals won the World Cup linal

tor France against Brazil two
yvears ago, lacked his usual
inspiration, while the world

champions enjoved little of their
usual control in midfield

ltaly, whose coach Dino Zof
was in the team which won the

European title in 1968, also
muzzled the threat from
France's most dangerous
striker Thierryv Henrv with a

combination of solid tackling by
Fabio Cannavaro and out-
standing goalkeeping by Fran-
cesco Toldo

Francesco Toltl set up Italy's
goal for his AS Roma teammate
with an exquisite backheel on
the right, under pressure from
French defender Bixente
Lizarazu, for Gianluca Pessotto,

The Juventus  wingback
knocked the ball  forward,
crossed and Delvecchio met it

with a walist-high volley from
SIX mmetres.

It should have been 2-0 in
the S58th muimuute when Totti led
a counter-attnck down the mid-
dle and fed the ball wide for
unmarked substitute Alessan-
dro Del Pilero on the left,

But with only French 'keeper
Fablen Barthez to beat, the

to France, Cameroon

huaventus striker drilled his left-
oot shot just bevond thie far
DOS| the first ol 1wo such
chances for the Italian idol
I'rance's unrelenting pres-

sure finally paid off - but only
at the VETY end

he regulation 90 minutes
were up and when Barthez

curled in a free-Kick Trezeguet
nodded the ball on and Wiltord
collected it before whipping in a
low angled shot which Toldo
touched but couldn't stop going
in

The winner came when It-
alv's Demetrio Albertini failed to

ln'r.'}l POSSESSIOIl Yet another
French substitute Robert Pires
raced down the left flank and
crossed lor Trezeguet to ham-
mer thie ball homt

Cameroon lifted the Alfrican
Nations Cup for a third time
when they defeated co-hosts

Nigeria 4-3 on penalties after a
2-2 draw following extra time
on February 13

Captain Rigobert Song con-
verted the last of the five man-

(latory spot Kkicks to give his
leanl an unexpected success

after Nwankwo Kanu and Victor
[kpeba had missed for Nigeria

lelevision replays suggested
that the shot f(rom Ikpeba
crossed the line after hitting the
underside of the crossbar. but
Tunisian referee Mourad Daami
did not hesitate when making
lhiis decision

Patrick Mboma, Pierre Wome
and Jeremi Njitap were also on
target for the 1984 and 1988
champions and Marc Vivien-Foe
shot ld!ltt‘i_\.‘ wide while
Augustine ‘Jay Jay' Okocha,
CGodwin Okpara and Sunday
Cliseh scored for Nigeria.

Alrican Footballer of the
Year Kanu was  Inconsolable
alter seeing his weak attempt
pushed away by ecstatic Bou-
kar Alioum, lifting his shirt to
wipe tears from his eves.

It was a dramatic end to a
match Cameroon appeared 1o
have wrapped up when they
moved two goals ahead midway
through the first hall only for
co-hosts Nigeria to storm back.

Samuel Eto'o put Cameroon
alicad 1 thg 25th minute,

Mboma added a second five
minutes later, Ndukwe Chukwu
recdduced arrcars fust before the
break and Okocha levelled
within 90 seconds of the re-
start

Then seven months  later
Cameroon beat nine-man Spain
5-3 on penalties in a thrilling
climax to the men's Olympic
football tournament,

Spain, reduced to nine men
by the time the regulation 90
minutes finished at 2-2. hung
on bravely through 30 minutes
of extra time to force the march
into a penalty shootout.

But their hopes of victory

Johnsione v

were shattered when defender
\inava. who had already scored
an own goal, hit the bar with
his side's third effort

After Lauren Etame Maver
and Albelda successiully con-
verted it was down to Cameroon
sweeper Pierre Wome

ie kept his nerve. sending
Spanish goalkeeper Aranzubia
the wrong way to earn his
countrv its first ever Olympic
gold medal and keep the Olym-
pic title in Africa after Nigeria's
historic triumph four years ago
11 Atlanta

Scottish preview

Rangers won't

GLASGOW. Dec 22: Rangers
le Boe:

LT T e S

midhelder Ronald ¢ in-
sists hius team can still catch
Celtic to retain the Scottish
Premier League title. reports @
AFP 3

But the Dutchman conceded 8
there IS no way they can con- 3
tinne throwing away points like ¥
they did at bottom club Dundee i
U'nited on Sunday 3';4

He said: "We can't afford to ¥
make any more slips now after
drawving 1-1  with Dundee
U nited

If we win our game in hand
we'll be nine points behind
Celtic, | still think we can caich

Lhem

In the lirst hall (last week.
al Tannadice] we were good.
sharp on the ball. had some

good opportunities and some
nice attacking moves. Claudio
Revna scored a very nice goal,
but then we gave Dundee
United an early Christinas pre-
sent belore half-time.

"If we hadn't conceded a goal
then we could have scored two
or three more ourselves be-
canse they would have had to
come out and attack us, At 1-1,
though. they were happy - so
thev could defend.

"Even so, we had chances to
win. | felt that | plaved very well
i the first half - definitely one
ol miy best games lor Rangers.

But 1 didn't touch the ball
so much after the break. MH}'bﬂ §
I should have been used nore

in the second hall because |
was plaving well.”
Rangers take on Second-

placed Hibermian on Saturday.
with the Edinburgh side bring-
g o Hve-point  advantage 1o

Haroas
FIXTURES
(1500GMT unless stated):
Saturday: Dundee v Aber-
deen. Dunfermiline v Kilinar-
nock. learts v Dundee United.
Rangtvn~ v Hibermnian., St

Motherwell. St
Muren v Celtic



