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Petit

LONDON, Dec 22: Ambitious
English League club  Fulliam
are peady to make an 8million
pounds {11 .84million dollars)
move for Barcelona's French
international  midfielder Em-
ianuel Petit according to the
London club's ofticial website,

teports AFP,
Fulham. owned by multi-
nillionaire Mohammad Al-

Fayed. who also has f(amous
department store Harrods in his
portiolio, are currently top of
the English First Division and
Seem certain to gain promotion
o the Premiership.

But with competition from
the likes of Real Madrid, Chel-
sea. Middlesbrough and Paris
St Germain for the French-
wan's signature, Fulham could
have their work cut out to lure
the former-Arsenal man to Cra-
ven Cottage

Petit recently complained of
his lack of involvement in Bar-
celona's line-up. however after
being put in at left back on
Wednesday night's league win
over Alaves. Petit told L'Equipe
he would be happv to bide his
thme at Barcelona.

I want to play and help my
team win. But 1 know that |
have little chance of featuring
in midfield where Barca have a
hiost of talent.

"But if I have to play at left
back, then all | ask for is a bit
of time to adapt. At my age (30),
it's not alwavs easy (o change
long-held habits, but I'm willing
to give it a go.”

Fulham do have an advan-
tage however. with manager
Jean Tigana having already
worked with Petit when they

were both at Monaco

According to the website
"Insiders at Barca have revealed
that Petit would be willing tuo
move to West London once Ful
ham have reached the Premier-
ship. although sources close 1o

Petit say that he may be pre-
pared to make a move now."
One major obstacie to Petil

joining the awmbitions London
side are his reported wages ol
65.000 pounds (96,200 dollars)
per week. However, Al-Faved
nas shown that he is prepared
to spend money on Fulham and
Petit could vet be returming to
London

Players' rep slams
mtransigence

PARIS. Dec 22: The contin-

ued laalure of FIFA and UEFA to

agree on changes in European
football could tear the game
apart. Internarional Frofes-
sional Footballers' Federation
(FIFPro) vice-president Philippe
Plat claimed Thursday. reports
AFP

Miat’'s outburst comes after
ELU Competition Comunissiones
Mario Monti said .that he was
reasonably  optimistic™  that
agreement will be reached soon
on Luropean | Ul transiers

BT FiPro- wce-nresident
admatted that he fears the worst
as a result of the failure to
come to an agreement and ai
cused world ind European
lootball governing bodies FIFA

and UEFA of being uncompro-
mising and selt-interested

With all interested parties
failing to come to agreement. we
are going to be faced with the
WOrst case scenano.” said Piatl

For thi |Jd.‘-11 IWwWoO L1t
EC has attempted to bring
European football into line with

"l.rrlit lr :"

EU emplovinent laws., which
has clear guidelines concerning
the ree movement of workers

goods and services

St Etienne
president
admits being
tricked

LYON. France. Deec 22: Saint
Etienne president Alain Bomn-
yard has claimed that he did

not Knowingly play a part in the
false passport affair which has

seen two ol his plavers sus
pended until January 9 reports
AFP.

Bompard also says he him-
self has been tricked in the
affair surrounding the club's
Brazilian I'nr.-;.'lrr!fz Alex and
Ukrainian goalkeeper Maxyn
Levvisky

The club have acted In good
faith in this affair,” Bompard
told Lyon Figaro.

“Anvybodyv can fall vietim to a
trick like this. We are not cus-
toms officials or police officers.
S0 ves, | admit that in this af-
[air we've been tricked. But let's
stop trving to discredit the
club.’

After plaving for the club last
season as a Brazilian. Alex ob-
tained a Portuguese passport
on May 30, meaning he could

be discounted as one of the

teams permitted three non-

European Union players
However during a league

maltch against Toulouse in No-
vember Alex appeared to have
renounced his Portuguese na-
tionality and was down on the
teamsheet as Brazilian again.

Levytsky, who formerly
played as a Ukrainian, was
noted on the sanie teamsheet
as Greek.

Toulouse management de-

manded that an inguiry be held
into the authenticity of Alex and
Lewwisky's documents, a per-
haps natural step in the wake
of revelations that Strashourg's
former  Argentinian  forward
Diego Garay played for the Al-
satlan side last season with a
false Italian passport.

A court hearing into the af-
fair was held on December 14
in Saint Etienne, where the
club also jssued ‘a legal com-
plaint in a bid to rid themselves
of any blame in the affair.

On December 19 the judicial
Commission of the French
league (LNF) decided to sus-
pend both players (n question
as further information is songht
during the winter break. t
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French First Division

PARIS. Dec 22:
Nantes regained
top spot in the
French league
going in to the
winter break

Thursday by beating Bordeaux
lor the first time in 18 years at
Parc Lescure. reports AFP.

The win was revenge lor
Nantes following their 5-0
limnmering at home to DBor-
deaux carly in the season with
goals i either half from Viorel
Mol 1 unwld Ene cCarriere
scabmng victon

It was a valuable three
points for the Canaries, who
now have 39 points after 22

games, giving them a two-point
lead on Lille, who jumped to
second from fourth after their
-0 home win over Corsican
side Bastia

The only poal coming from
Lille midfielder Jean-Louis Va-
lois in the 70th minute

Meanwhile Strasbourg's wor-
continued "“when their
match against flellow relegation
strugglers Metz was abandoned
in the 68th minute after a
lineswoman was stuanned by a
thrown “from the

res

Stands
The official was shocked but
not seriously injured after the

lirecracker exploded near her
ear alfter being thrown three
minutes after Danijel Ljuboja

opened the scoring for the home
side

Previous leaders Sedan are
now in third place after they
were defeated 2-0 away to Ren-
nes :

But Nantes win puts them in
a commanding position going
into the winter break after a
match in which they were
clearly the dominant side.

The wvisitors lead the first
half against a clumsy and life-
less Bordeaux and gained a
foothold in the game with a goal
in the 26th minute from Moldo-

valil,

The strike seemed to wake
up a sleepy Bordeaux, but a
series of attacks by Elie Baup's
side were disorganised and
lacked inspiration with Portu-
Juese striker Pauleta missing a
1ecader which rebounded off the
crossbar in the 38th minute,

Carriere gained the decisive
shot for the visitors in the 90th

nuinute.
Meanwlhile Sedan faded
during their trip to Brittany

after getting off to an attacking

start in the opening fifteen
minufes,

Rennes Keeper Bemard
Lama, who was saved by the

crossbar following a strike from
Sedan striker Cedric Mionnet in
the 15th minute, didn't have
much cause for worry for the
remainder of the match.

Midfielder Jocelyn Gourven
nec opened the scoring for the
home side from a long shot by
Makhtar N'Diave in the 33rd
with the second coming in the
6lst when Stephane Gregoire
passed to Severino Lucas

And Rennes could have
made the score 3-0 had mid-
fieldeér Christophe Le Roux not
nmissed a penaltves The win lifts
the Brittany side three spots to
seventh position seven points
behind the leaders.

Lyon moved into fifth posi-
tion after a difficult and unde-

served 2Z2-1 win at home over
neighbours St Etienne
The home side got off to a

flying start when Sonny Ander-
son opened the scoring after
just four minutes from a right
comer from Vikash Dhorasoo
headed by Steve Marlet

St Etienne created several
opportunities with Lyon's
Christope Delinotte alinost

blundering an own goal follown
mg a move by Alex in the 14th
minute. but Lyon goalkeepe

Gregory Coupet did well to keep

Pauleta (R), the Bordeaux forward. trving to go past a host of Nantes defenders during their
French First Division fixture at Bordeaux on December 21.

~ AFP photo

Nantes break Bordeaux jinx

it out,
Les Verts” doniinated the
second hall with Alex scoring

the equaliser in the 71st from a

shot diverted by Lvon's David
Linares which [fooled Keeper
Lregory Coupet,

ot LEtienne Kkeeper Jeremie

Janot did well to keep out two
headers from Anderson on 73
and 86, but it was Delmotte
who sealed victory for Lyon with
a header from Violean.

aris  Saint  Germain gol
their festivities off to a poor
start as Troyes came, and left
with a point, after enforcing an
atmosphere of frustration with
a 0-0 draw that is sure to give
PSG coach Luis Fernandez and
star lorward Nicolas Anelka a
dose of the winter blues

Paris,. who were giflted a
bagiul of chances. failed to take
the initative on a cold night m
Paris where plavers had trouble

controlling the ball on a bobbly
piteh

But when it came to clear
cut chances, Paris counld have
110 EXCLSes

PSG captian Frederic Dehu
summed  up the night We
cORIYE impose ' our game b+
night despiteatlonr efforts, and
afrer the chances 'that we had
quite simply because Troyes
caimne here and succeeded in
shutting us down

Meanwhile former FIFA
world flootballer of the vear

George Weah scored both poals
in Marseille's 2-1 victory over
Monaco in Wednesday's French
match

Liberian international
in both halves to give
sonme cheer to the home side,
moving them up on place to
fiith from bottom. a place above
Monaco

league
i he

S0 t"l_"

While Toulouse maintained
their unbeaten home record
this season when {l']tj;' held
CGuingamp to a 1-1 draw at

Lhome me'w!;l;

LONDON. Dec 21
(Reuters/Internet)

Tottenham
Hotspur chairman
Alan Sugar, vili-
fied by fans this
over half of his
t0.2 percent stake in the Eng-
lisly  premier league club to
sport and media group ENIC on
Mhursday

Sugar sold 269 percent
stake of Spurs for 21.9 million
pounds (S32.14 million) or 80
pence per share. The purchase
price values the club at about
80 million pounds.

The Spurs chairman, in
charge for nine turbulent vears
which have seen six managers
pass through White Hart Lane,
will step down from the board
on completion of the deal early
next year. ‘

‘This is an exciting develop-
ment for Tottenham," Sugar
said in a joint statement an-
nouncing the sale.

ENIC has a wealth of expe-
rience both of European football

sold
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clubs and the exploitation of
media and other commercial
rights.

‘I believe that ENIC is com-
mitted to the long term pros-
perity of the club and has the
right business skills to take i
forward from here."

Sugar also granted ENIC an
option to buy the rest of his
stake within 18 months of
completion of the sale, expected
in February.

Tottenham's  share price,
which last touched 80p in
March 1999, was down seven

pence or 11.5 percent at 54p in
alternoon trade. The deal takes
ENIC's total Tottenham stake to
29.9 percent -- the maximum
that can be held without trig-

gering an offer for the whole
company.
ENIC also holds 96.7 per

cent of Slavia Prague, 99.9 per-
cent ol ltaly's Vicenza Calcio, 50
percent of Switzerland's FC
Bascl, an effective 47 percent
nterest in AEK Athens and
20.2 percent of Glasgow Rang-

ers, which plans to float on the

i_ London market.

dugar sells stake

ENIC's said the Spurs deal
would enhance its sports,
gaming and media activities
and also announced it was in
talks to buy UK spread-betting
firm Sporting Index |

‘Tottenham is one of the last
remaining FA Premier League
clubs not to have signed a ma-
jor multi-media deal.” said
ENIC, which is developing a
global gaming operation in par-
allel with its growing network ol
holdings in football clubs.

Daniel Levy, ENIC's mariag-
ing director, said the company
would employ headhunters to
find a new chairman at Tottens
ham, "We are firmly committed
to improving Tottenham's
commercial viability as one of
this country's top football
clubs," Levy said. "We believe it
can regain its position as a Sig-
nificant contender in both do-
mestic and European competi-
tions."

sugar rescued Spurs from
severe financial problems i
1991 when he joined forces
with Terry Venables, later Eng-
land manager But the fwo men

soort el ont and Spuars have
woll only tophy sniee Sugar’s
arrival the League Cap in

Titov Russia's
Player of
the Year

MOSCOW. Dec 22: Russian
international midfielder Yegor
Titov, currently at Russia's per-
ennial champions Spartak Mos-
cow, was on Thursday named
Russia's Plaver of the Year,
reports AFP.

Titov was selected f{ollowing
a survey carried out by the
Russian Football weckly news-
paper among 216 of the cowun-
try's top football journalists.

Another Russia international
nildfielder Valery Karpin. cur-
rently at Spanish side Celia
Vigo. took second spot, while
Lokomotly  Moscow's  Dmitry
Loskov, who became the
league's top striker this vear,
was third.

to ENIC

:':,1.“-.

Spurs regard themselves as
one of the conntry's top clubs. a
with stvle

(Cam  Synomanous
and entertainment, bul they
have bheen left behind by the
likes of champions Manchestier

L Iuited and north London rivals
Arsenal

In Sugar's time in charge
they have never finished higher
than seventh in the league

Cienroe Grahawu is the latest
manaecr 1o take on one ol th
toughest jobs in English soccoe

a1l appointment in October
| O8R thal wsed upset among
the Tottenham faithiul because
ol Ins long and successtul spell

AS nLager of Arsenal

MANCHESTER (Reuters/
Internet): David Beckham Says
Manchester United must avoid
thelr custamary

Christmas slump when they
play Ipswich Town on Saturday.

e champions lost their
first home league game for two
vears when they were beaten |-
0 by Liverpool

on Sunday. The defeat cut
their lead over Arsenal at the
top to five points, |

Beckham told the Manches-
ler Evening News: "It s lmpor-
tant we get back to winning
WayS,

‘We didn't play as well as we
should have done against Liv-
erpool but . Ipswich is another
big game for

us at home, a game we have
got to win," |

Manchester United have not
enjoyed their best form over the
lestive period, Alex Fergusorn's
side could

only draw with Sunderland
last season before Jetting off to
Brazil for the World Club
Championship where
they won one of their three

games,

In  the 1998-99 season
United took just seven points
from six games in December
and they have not

won all  their Christinas
games since 1996,

"We don't usually have a

good spell over Christmas so it
IS up to us to get through these
gaues and get

good  results this tine,”
Beckham said.
It is a demanding time,

Mlaving four matches in nine
dovs 1s an important period for
ANy team., As

players we get used to it but
it is a tough programme,

‘I we get through these first
three Christimas games with
good performances and good
results then that

will put us in good stead for
going into the new vear."

But even if United complete
a Christmas clean sweep, the
England captain is refusing to
listen to talk

about United's chances of a
14th league title.

"We've played some great
football all season and we've
started to play well in Europe
With us being

live points clear in the
league and two European wins.
it Is going well for us,

“But we are not getting car-
ried away and listening to those
prople who are saving that Man
Lnited have

already worn it W
01 with our jobs.”

Madar Strasbourg
bound

STRASBOURG. France. De:
22: Former France' international
Mickael Madar is poised to sign
a six-month deal with stru%-
gling French First Division side
Strasbourg. club president Pat-
rick Proisy said Thursday, re-
ports AFP.

The 32-year-old Madar re-
sumed  training with  Paris
Saint-Germain earlier this week
six mnonths after the striker was
released by the club.

Match abandoned
after lineswoman
felled

STRASBOURG, France,
21 (Reuters/Internet):
French First Division match
betweéeén Racing Strasbourg and
Metz was abandoned on Thurs-
dayv after a lineswoman was hit
bv a firecracker thrown

by a fan.

Assistant referee Nelly Vie-
not, the only woman to officiate
in the French League, was
struck by the missile midway
through the second half of the
game in Strasbourg and was
carried from the touchline
clutching the side of her head.

Referee Eric Poulat took the
teams to the dressing rooms.

After a 15-minute break
doctors decided Vienot was not
[it to return to running the line
and the game was later aban-
doned.

Vienot was taken to hospital
for routine checks. Bottom-
placed Strasbourg were leading
1-0 when the match was halted.

The club could forfeit the
game and incur a heavy fine

Shoald
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A flaw thrown by fans falls tentalisingly close to Metz's Svlvain Marchal during the French
First Division pame against Strasbourg at Strasbourg on December 21. The match was
abandoned in the 68 minute after a fire-cracker injured an assistant referee. — AFP photo

RIC) DE JA-
NEIRO. Dec 22

(Renters/ nteret)
Barely a month
fromy  his  35th
- o hirthday Romiario
has showi e is still one of the
world's deadliest marksimen.
Rouiario’'s hat-trick for Va-
sCo da Gama in Wednesday's 4-
J Copa Mercosur final win over
Palmeiras took his tally  this
vear 1o a remarkable 71,

It was also an ideal reply to
soccer’'s world governing body
FIFA who failed 10 include him
when it nominated (ts top three
for the plaver ol the vear award.

"I dedicate this win to all the
chifldren In Brazil," said Ro-
wario who captained his teaun
lo victory on Wednesday after
they had trailed 3-0.

Age seems to have changed
little in Romario's playing stvie.
e often “"disappears” for long
periods of games only to pop up
seemningly from nowhere to deal
the killer punch.

Wednesday's  display  was
fvpleal, Romario. the hero of
Brazil's 1994 World Cup win-
ning team but axed on the eve
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of the 1998 tournament be-
cause of a ua;%{lnp, calf injury,
tounched the ball only three
thnes in the first 35 minutes.

Yet in the second halfl he
coolly converted two penalties
and then tapped the winner
into an open goal from point-
blank range after Juninho Pau-
lista's shot had rebounded to
him three minutes (nto injury
time.

Sixty-four of Romario's goals
this vear have been for Vasco
da Gama. breaking the club
record set by Roberto in 1981

The remaining seven have
been scored In only two games
or Brazil -- a hat-trick against
Bolivia followed by four against
Venezuela -- and have made
him leading scorer in the South
Amnerican World Cup qualifying
competition,

A big debate is now ragin
over whether Romario shoule
play for his country in the next
World Cup when he will be 36.

Romario's performance
helped {ge! another lormer Bra-
zil World Cup plaver. Junior
Batano. out of jail following vet
anothier nightiare display.

Junior Balano gifted Palme-
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ras the lead when he
a penalty by
punching at a cross in the :

minnite and was then sent off in
the second half for a reckless :

lunge at an opponent, |
he  first  Incident  revived
memories of the needless

alty he gave away during Bra-

zil's 2-1 defeat by ay dur-
ing the last World Cup, '
Junior Balano was an ever.

present  lor  his  countr
France but his erratic displ;
came In for heavy criticism and
he has not plaved for his coun-
(ry sice.

After returning to Brazil he
was jibed with the chants aof
“Junior Balano sank the na-
tional team” durin a
matehes for his club Palmeiras.

He joined Vasco da Gama at
the start of this vear but his
troubles have continued. In one
of his first games for Vasco he
was sent off for punching an
opponent during celebrations
for a goal scored by his own
tean.

Wednesday's dismissal was
his third In eight months and
his second in Decemnber.
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the final of the Copa Mercosur on December 20 at Sao

Premiership preview

Dream tie at

Sy

LONDON. Dec 22:
Two would-be c¢la-
imarnts of Man-

chester Uniled's
Premiership
Crown meet at

Anflield on Saturday when fiftli-
placed Liverpool host Arsenal,
the current occupiers of the
runners-up spot, reports AFP.

A hard-fought north London
derby 1-1 draw against Totten-
ham on Monday moved Arsenal
to within five points of United
but it was Liverpool who really
ignited the title race last week-
end.

They ended United's near
two-year unbeaten home run
with a 1-0 victory at Old Traf-
ford. Gerard Houllier's men are
still 10 points behind United
but this result will have done
wonders for their self-beljef.

Matches over the Christinas
period traditionally draw big
crowds and their passion can in
turn lead to players losing their
cool on the pitch.

Liverpool star Vladimir Smi-
cer hopes the example set by
West Ham's Paolo Di Canio,
who caught the ball to allow
Everton goalkeeper Paul Ger-
rard to receive treatment, will
prevail rather than that of some
Tottenham fans.

TV viewers clearly saw fans
hurl the ball back at Arsenal's
Robert Pires during Monday's
[-1 draw, and saw the French-
man react angrily before being
dragged away from the con-
frontation by referee Jefl Win-
ter.

Smicer said: "In doing what
he did, DI Canio showed he has
respect  for his opponents,
which is an important thing to
have,

e

" "Contrast that with the Tot-
tenham fans who twice threw
the ball in the face of Robert
Pires in Monday night's matcl.
There was no respect lor the
player on that occasion.

T tunk D Camo’'s action
should serve as an example to
vounger plavers.'

Liverpool have been boosted
by the return to training of
France World Cup winner Ber-
nard Diomede. who after a six-
week lay ofl due to a knee in-
jury could make a comeback in
January.

Coach Houllier said: "It is
just a matter of time for Ber-
nard. He is back in training and
its simply a question of maitch
litness when he can play again.

"All things being well he will
start the next reserve match.
against Leeds United on Janu-
ary 2.

‘It is good news for us be-
cause we have had a shortage
of left-sided plavers recently.”

Liverpool will be without
German pair Christian  Ziege
and Dieter Hamann through

injury on Saturday.

Norwegian Vegard Hegpgem.
who has suffered from ham-
string (roubles all season. is
amnung to avoid another opera-
tion as he steps up his come-
back bid.

Meanwhile. Arsenal striker
Thierry Henry has insited
United can be caught, espe-
cially as this season they will

Soccer fanatics
take care

LONDON, Dec 22
(Reuters/Internet): For all those
passionate male soccer fans. a
word of warning.

Scientists in the Netherlands
found that 50 percent more
men died from heart attack or
stroke on the day of the conun-
try's dramatic exit from the
1996 European championship
than on a normal day. No cor-
responding increase occurred in
wolrnen,

The findings. published in
the British Medical Joumal.
show that about 14 additional
deaths from those causes oc-
curred on June 22 eompared
with the five days before and
after the match.

To make
seasonal rise, Diederick Grob-
bee, professor at the University
Medical Centre in Utrecht. also
compared the deaths with the
same period in 1995 and 1997,

“What happened was 'that
one match in particular showed
a particular increase in fatali-
lies, and that was this quarter-
final.” Grobbee told Reuters. "It
was a dramatic match.

It was nil-nil and was de-
cided by penalties.” France won
the shootout 5-4 after Clarence
Seedorf saw his

spol kick saved and France

| kept a 100 percent record.

As well as the increased
mental and emotional Stress.
lactors such as higher alcohol
intake, overeating and excessive
smoking were b; eved to have
contributed o the rise n

deaths. » :

sure it wasn't a

Romario 1 an exultant mood following his winner for Vasco da Gama avainst
Paulo.

~ AFP photo

have no winter break in Brazil
for the World Club Champion-
ship.

“They were fresh when they

n- 1

gave away |
inexplicably §

oy Lo oY
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came back so | want to see if

they are going to be fresh this
time as well.” said Henrv.

In the same period that
United were in Brazil last sea-
son. facing Necaxa and Vasco
da Gama before plaving South
Melbourne. they now face five
domestic games

Aller a trip 1o Newcastle on
January 30. they take on West
Ham at home. Fulham away in
the FA Cup. Bradford away and
Aston Villa at Old Trafford.

Henry added: "When we play
away l(rom lLome. some teams
reallv like to beat Arsenal, they
are almost crazv o get to the
ball

‘Sometimes 1 think that
when Manchester United play
away. they are allowed to play

"Not even from the start do
some teams try like Charlton
recently did (the Londoners got
a 3-3 draw after being 3-1 down
with 12 minutes to gol. They
didn’t give np and showed eve-
rvone what is possible.”

Henry did his best to annoy
United even more by sawung
Liverpool's win had comne as no
surprise to lun

"Manchester Uiited do
sometimes drop points aganst
big teams. It's the same - Liver-
pool drew there last season,
Chelsea drew there this season
and we alwavs pet points there.
So it's not a surprise.” he said.

However. Sir Alex Ferguson
is the master of mind games
and is unlikley to ler Henry's
word distract himi. One of
United's great strengths has
been the ability of their youth
systeur to produce [first-team
plavers.

Now United. who face high-
lving new boys Ipswich. who sit
third. on Saturday. have more
talent comung off their produc-
tion line

“We are mtortanately hav-
ing one of those wee spells with
injurtes and the striking de-
yartment is a it ol a probdem,”
erguson told the British press.

"Either Rvan Giggs or Paul
Scholes can plav up front but |
have now got to think about
voung David Healy (21) and
Jonathan Greening.

‘I have to mayvbe consider
giving the natural strikers a
chance. the ones who play up
there on a more regular basis.”

Ferguson said that Healy
was a ‘natural striker', while
Greening's ability to play in a
forward role had opened up

P

new options. _
Andy Cole. Dwight Yorke
and Teddy Sheringham will all

miss the Ipswich game.

"
B

I nes
(kick-off 1500GMT unless
stated): P
Friday: Coventry v South-

“"'Ef‘" (1945GM I-" ¥
turday: riton v Ever-
ton. Chelsea v Bradlord, Derby
v Neweastle, Leeds v Asron
Villa, Letcester v West Ham.
Liverpool v Arsenal (1130GMT),
Manchester United v Ipswich.
Sunderland v Manchester City,
Tottenham v Middleshrough
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