COMPUTERS |

Sponis

WHiZZ KID

Competition 141

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Daik Star
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm
Dec 29, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

Who was named world
footballer-ol -the-voar? 4

Rivalda iﬂmaldo | Zdane

| 1.

=

| 2{Whowon the Davis Cup?

Spaly. | Australia | USA

A Which ciub clinched Jd<League |
utle?
> Kashina YokohamadS-halse |
Whe became First Division
{ Chess Leagne champions?
Who wis man-ol-the mateh i
the Karachi Test?

| amertor | vouhana |

Saglan

Nnmnitiitlivi|-¢l|1-tl-lill

i.tin.itit-itiliitiltiill|i

Class. .invan- ROlINO. . ..« - s
- School Address . .

as AN i s s nBFEE &Y &8RS A e R

Phone: (Ifany) ...........

SPORTS TALK

- éf =

oaib tar

(0 (PakistaITPace A0 | |x aH

b rildrame missed i 194 of "9"?5‘?' st ong
eyl otker . 137, runs, to avoid an. in,

il t@ e yexr, il e fuait
biring sonke good, crickel jor me.
Said on Thursday.

V-Day cricket

Sports Reporter

Discoveryv. ACC and Dhaka
VMetropolis won their respective
Inter - Sports-WECCA  Victory-
Doy under-13 cricket tourna-
mient matches at different ven-
ues in the capital vesterday.

Discovery trounced Future
¢ ricketers by ten wickets at the
ialabagan Krira Chakra
around.

Chasing a challenging Fu-
ture Cricketers total of 122 in
20 overs. Discovery reached
124 in 16.2 overs without loss.

in another match at the
same venue, ACC registered an
exciting  two-run win over
¢ ricket Kids

Batting first. ACC scored
1 18 for five in the stipulated 20
overs. Cricket Kids replied with
1 16 for eight.

At the nearby Dhanmondi
Cluby ground. Dhaka Metropolis
heat Pallima Sangsad by eight
wickets. |

Indo-Pak hockey
L @ .
series in Sharjah?

NEW DELHL Dec 22: Or-
ganisers of cricket matches in
the Gulf emirate of Sharjah are
now striving to hold money-
spinning hockey series between

arch-rivals India and Pakistan.
reports AFP.

The Sharjah-based Crick-
eters Benefit Fund  Series
ICBFS), which holds limited-

avers tournaments twice a year,
plans to organise a tri-nation
hockey series In March-April
next vear.

CBFS chairman Abdur-
rehman Bukhatir said efforts
were underway to identify a
suitable location to hold the
tri-series -- featuring India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh -- in
collaboration with hoc
officials of the United Arab
Emirates.

"We are trying to support a

game which is the second most
popular sport in the sub-
continent after cricket.”

Bukhatir said.

"Right now we are searching
for a location to stage the event.
We hope to have a clear picture
in the next four to six weeks.”

Sharjah has hosted wmord
one-day crickel internationals
(146) than any other venue in
the world since CBFS began
operations in 1981
tlll:: cricket-mad expaltriate
Asian population in the Gulf.

The pro « hockey series.,
however, depends on  perinis-
sion from the Indian govern-

ment, who last month cancelled

1 orleket tour of Pakistan citing
SECUrity concerns

lndlan  Hoekey  Federation
chicl Kunwar Gill said perinis-
ston will be songht from rele.
vant authorities once a detailed
programmne is received from the

dowla

to cater 1o -

lHolders g

GREEN DELTA NAT'L
CRICKET LEAGUE
Rajshaht v (€ Ilittﬂg{:l_lg

Detencing ¢ bampons  Chit-
tagong kept their hopes alive to
retain the Green Delta National
Cricket League title with a con-
vincing innings and twenty-run
win over Rajshahi in the three-
dayv match at the Noakhall Sta-
divm vesterday:.

On the final dayv morning.
touring Rajshahi resuming the
second innings on 16 for two,
needing 153 rms 10 send
Chittagong bal agaln, scored
132

Left-arm  spinner E_tlamul
Hoque wrecked Rajshahis sec-
ond innings taking six for 36.
Leg-spinner Shahed Mehmud
finished with three for 54.

For Rajshahi. middle-order
Mohammad Kalim scored high-
est 32, Anisur Rahman who
added 27.

On Thursday. Chittagong, in
reply to Rajshali's paltry first
innings total of 148, amassed
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tay in the hunt |

Sports Reporter

290 lor nine in the stipulated
100 overs,

Young middle order Rezaul
scarcd an unbeaten 59 while
apener Nafls [gbal and captain
Vinhazul  Abedin contributed
a2 and S0 runs respectively

Rajshiahi’s himran Parvez was
the most  succassiul  bowler
taking tive wickets lor 82 runs

Chittagong maintained their
joint-occupation over the top of
the Group A table along with
Bunan with each having 30
points. Rajshahl are third with
16 points while Dhaka are at
the bottom with six.

Both teams will
the one-dayer al
venue today.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the three-day
Green Delta National Crickel
League malch between Chit-
tagong and Rajshahi al the
Noakhali Stadinm vesterday:

RAJSHAHI: First innings
148 all out in 66.1 overs (Ani-
sur 38. Rafiqul 33. Tutul 26. 5
Mehmud 5/62. Enamul 3/25)

engage In
the same

CHITTAGONG: First inuings
200 for nine in 100 overs
(Rezaul H59no. Nafis 52, Minha-
zul 50. Ehsanul 34, Enamul
d1. huran 5/82)

RAJSHAHI: Second innings

fovernight 16 for two In 15
overs)

Rafiqul b Enamul 9
Tareque st Mortuza b Suja 10
Fartd ¢ sub b S Hehainuad 0
Anisur ¢ sub b Enamul 2
Kalimm ¢ Akrain b Enamul 32
Mustadir ¢ Anis b Enamul D
Tarequl c Akram b S Mehmud 24

Rezwan ¢ Abedin b S Mehmud 2
limran ¢ Ehsanul b Enamul 7
Aminul frc & b Enamul 5
Alamgir not out 0
Extras: (b-5, Ib-1. nb-6, w-1) 13

Total: ( all out in 76.3 overs) 132
Fall of wickets: 1/15. 2/106
X/42, Y/AS57, aixdl " Grlti
7/115.8/122,9/128
Bowler WO S W
Anis 4 | O 0
Enamul > Jeon T i 1 T >
Suja <20 R U2 B {0 VR
S Mehmd 24 4 b4 3

Result: Chitugnng won by
an innings and 10 runs.

GREEN DELTA NAT'L
CRICKET LEAGUE
Dhaka NMetro v Khialnn

Lelt-arm  spumer Shartad-
Ibin Shahud Saikat left
Dhaka Metropolis on the verge

ol an innings victory over hosts

Khulna in their Green Delta
National Cricket League three-
day match at the Jessore Sta-
cdlinm yesterday.

On the second day. Saikat
ook five for 22 as Khulna, in
reply to Metropolis’ mannnoth
(irst innings total of 359. were
Jdismissed for merely 103 in
their first inmings.,
The expenenced
Bangladesh spinner later
bagged two more wickets to
leave the home side tottering al

forimer

il 19 for seven at sfunps in their

lunings.  qieeding ;Qn-
ndugs defeat. A
Middle-order batsman Ja-
maluddin was 35 not out while
Sohel Islam was batting on six.
Earlier. the visitors. who be-
gan the day on 331 for seven in
93 overs, added another 28
runs to their total before they
were all ont in 98.3 overs.
Sajjad Ahmed. who was not
out on 67 on Thursday evening,
scored 79 before unfortunately
being rmun out.

Dhaka Metropolis' perform-
ance has almost assures them
of a berth in the second leg.
With their 256-run first innings
lead. they are likely to topple
Khulna atop the Group B
standings. Khulna and Dhaka
Metropolis had 22 and 20
points respectively belore the
start of the match.

Sports Reporter
SCOREBOARD

Scorcboard on the second
dav ol the three-day Green
Delta National Cricket League
match  between Khulna  and
Dhaka Metropolis at the .Jes-
sore Stadium yesterday:

DHAKA METROPOLIS: First
innings (overnight 331 for seven
in 93 overs)

Mehrab Ibw b Jamaluddin 74
Elahi ¢ Tushar b Jamaluddin83
Ashraful ¢ Tushar b Jamaluddin 9
Sajjad run out 79
Halim Shah b Jamaluddin 8

K Mahmud Ibw b Sohel 24
Neevamur b Sohel 10
Biplab ¢ sub b Monjurul 21
Masudur not out 2.‘-}

Anwar b Sohel 2

t [
SHARFUDDOWLA . 5/22

Saikal b Sohel 0
Extras: ([ b-13. Ib-G. nb-1) 20
Total: (all out in 98.3 overs) 359

Fall of wickets: 1/155,
2/175. 3/181. 47197, 5/226,
6/242.7/284. 8/347, 9/353 :
Bowler QM REW

aikat seals hosts' fate

Monjurul 17 2 DB I
A Kamal 12 3 49 0
Niaz 10 0O 49 0O
Manzarul | 2 (B 0
Jamaluddin 30 1 80 4
Sohel 16 2 38 4
KHULNA: First innings

Sajjadul ¢ Ashraful b K Mahmud 0
Raju Ibw b Saikat 37

Selim b K Mahmud 3
Tushar ¢ Anwar b Neeyamur 5
Asadullah b Saikat )
Jamaludiin ¢ Anwar b Elahi 4

Manzarul ¢ Neeyamur b Saikalt 6
Niaz ¢ Biplab b Saikat 7
Sohel not out 9
A Kamal b Elahi |
Monjurul ¢ Mehrab b Saikat |
Extras: (Ib-4. nb-1) 5
Total; ( all out in 51.4 overs) 103

Fall of wickets: 1/0, 2/4.

3/13, 4/70, 5/75, 6/79, 7/92,
8/93. 9/98

Bowler O M R W
K Mahmud 13 D27 2
“Neeyamur 1O 3 29111

Ashrahil 322 0 +16.5% 0

Elahi 13 5 AlD 2

Saikat 13.4 7 2 o

KHULNA: Second innings

Sajjadul b K Mahmud 8
Raju b K Mahmud 1
Selin ¢ Mehrab b Saikat 24
Tushar ¢ Melhirab b Neeyamur |
Asadullah Ibw b Neeyamur 0

Jamaluddin not out IO
Niaz ¢ Halim b Saikat 13
Manzarul c Mehrab b Ashratul 21

Sohel not out 6

Extras: (b-8, Ib-1, nb-1) 10
Total: ( for 7 wkts in 35 overs) 119
Fall of wickets: 1/8, 2/9,
3/10,4/10,5/50.6/68,7/110
Bowler O M R W
K Mahmud 6 0 7.
Neeyamur o L L
Elahi 10 1 19 ]
Masudur 6 0 17 0
 Saikal et 1 3052
Ashraful 3 AE WL 1

MELBOURNE.,
Dee 22: The once-
reat West Indies.,
v ruled Test
ric Ket in the
nudl-1980s. have
Pt vl dd 10 plaving for
prude, manager  Ricky
Skerrin today. reports
Keaters

Australia will host the West
indies in the fourth Test start-
ing on December 26 in Mel-
bourne in what is traditionally a
highlight of the summer. with a
crowd of at least 60.000 ex-
pected for the first dav's play.

But the tourists are already
3-0 down in the live-Test series
and the Sir Frank Worrell Tro-

111
sl

phy  remains  in Australia’'s
;_jr:‘“ll
We have to get out there

Aand show our pride and regain
the respect of the Australian
sparting public.” Skerritt 10ld
this news agency,

The West Indies lost the tirst
Iwo Tests by an innings but
recovered, thanks largely 1o a
superb 182 from Brian Lara. 1o
threaten  Australia s winung
run o the tard Test i Adelaide

hefore losing by five wickets.

Belore the third Test the
West Indies called in a psy-
chologist to lift the team’'s spir-
s

“In between the second and
third Tests when we wenl to
Canberra and then Hobart we
made a conscions effort to refo-
cus. to lick our wonnds a little

bit and trv to jump-start the
tour all over again.” Skerritl
said.

“We made some progress but
obviouslvy we were only com-
petitive for three davs in the
Adelaide Test (mnaking only 141
in their second mnings) and
that's not good enough

“There was a clear improve-
ment. We have to play (well)
over the whole five davs.”

Australia have won 13 suc-
cessive Test matches, overtak-
ing the record of 11 straight
victories set in the mid-1980s
by Clive Llovd's West Indies
1eam

Lara’'s  form. contributing
just 21 runs in four innings in
the first two Tests, plus a foot
injury to Shivoarine Chander-
paul. helped to make the start

Skerritt sounds pitiful

ol the tour a disasler

Chanderpanl plaved onlh
one Test on the tour and flew
back to the Caribbean on

I harsday His replacement.
leenager Marlon Samuels, made
35 in his Test debut In Ade-
laide

Chanderpaul was also senl
home injured during the West
Indies” tour of England in the
northern winter., suffering an
armn mjury.

"We had a similar situation
with him in England when he
showed improvement then got
injured.” Skerritt said of the 26-
vear-old, who has an averapge of
40.63 over 45 Tests

They actually removed o
picce of bone from his heel so
the root canse of the problem s
sOlvedd

Mo
months |
lorward 10
shape,

‘He has 10 vears ol Test
cricket ahead of him. 1 don't
ke to rate players individually
but I would say he was our
sccond-best  batsman  coming
into this tour.”

shounld be okav in (wo
think he is looking
gt back i

SYDNEY, Dec 22:
Team medical
stall are
1o risk Infjured
Australlan fast
bowler Brett Lee

the  Jourthh  cricket Test
ARAInst the West Indies starting

i Melhourne on Hoxing Day,
reports AFP, :

Lee will (v 1w Melbourne
Saturday to join the rest of the
Australian squad knowing he is
at long odds to play,

The world's fastest bowler is
Keen o play but will be guided
by a series of tests on his in-
jured back under team doctor

in

Organisers.
“Evervthing depends on the

capproval from the governnent.”
GIH sald. “ ‘
:

Trefor  (Trefor) James and
physiotherapist Errol Alcott,
If he shows any signs of dis-

comfort, he will nmediately be

unlikelv-

withdrawn from the Australian
squad,

Lee's fitness tests will not
Involve bowling, with medical
stall putting him through a
range of movements (o see
whether he feels pressure on
the spine or joints,

‘I don't think he's at great
odds of starting.” Alcott said
Friday.

‘I we assess him and he's
not quite right and he needs a
bit more time we won't be risk-
ing him.”

If that is the case, officials
would seem unlikely to risk him
in the fifth Test of the series In
Sydney. which starts only three
days after the Melbourmne Test,

COHcials wonld be peluetant
to (ake any chances with the

Uncertainty over Lee

fast bowling sensation. who has
a history ol back problems.

Lee lins been left to his own
devices since Australian edi-
cal stafl discovered a stress
reaction in the L3 vertebra in
his lower back after the second
Test in Perth

The Australian tour of India
in Febrnary-March (s likely fo
take precedence  over what
amounts o lttle more than two
dead Tests against the Wesl
Indies and the chance to extend
the  team's  record  winning
streak

Waugh will also have a se-
ries ol litness tests leading (nto
the Test, with officials keen to

him enough time to take

Jhve
‘ hla place in the side,

S I

e

Dull draw
in Sylhet

Sports Reporter

GREEN DELTA NAT'L

CRICKET LEAGUE

Barisnl v Svihet

Barisal carncd o points
by virtue of their sl four-run
first innings lead as their Green
Delta National Cricket League
three-day encounter against
Svihet ended in a dull draw at
the Sylhet Stadium yesterday.

The visitors, who began the
day on 13 without loss in their
second innings, were all out for
162 in 86,1 overs. Sylhet bowl-
ers Nayeem and Igbal evenly
shared six wickets,

Nayeem conceded 22 runs
for his three-wicket haul while
Iqbal gave away 30 runs.

Middle-order batsmarn
Ishatiagque  Ahmed  top-scored
with 28 and Barisal sKipper

Hannan Sarkar made 26.

Svihiet were 48 lor one when
the match came to a close,

Barisal raised their tally to
17 points while Sylhet re-
mained on their previous col-
lection of 13 points. Both teams
have already been eliminated
from the first round having
finished third and fourth re-
spectively in Group B. Khulna
and Dhaka Metropolis ad-
vanced to the second leg from
this group

SCOREBOARD

scoreboard of the three-day
Gareen Delta National Crickel
l.eague match between Barisal
and Sylhet at the Sylhet Sta-
dium vesterday:

BARISAL: First innings 199
for eight in 100 overs (Imran
60, Hasan 34. Ishtiaq 21. Moin
19: Alok 3/34. Obayed 2/39)

SYLHET: First innings 195
for nine in 100 overs (Igbal 56

no.. Parvez 49, Obaved 23:
Ashfaq 2/22. Hasan 2/19)
BARISAL: Second innings

(overnight 13 for no loss in five
overs)

Hannan Ibw b Taposh 206
Ashfaq b Naveem 6
Imran ¢ Tushar b Naveem 3
Ishtaique ¢ sub b Alok 28
Shafavet Ibw b Igbal | 7
Moin Ilbw b Naveen 1 G
Hasan ¢ Naveem b Igbal 15
Shahnewaz ¢ sub b Igbal 20

Al-Amin ¢ Tushar b Tapgosh - 0
Aril not out b AT 3
Extras: (b-10. Ib-5, nb-3.w-5) 23
Total: (all out in 861 overs) 162

Fall of wickets: 1/20. 2/24.

Oy 12+ 1/76. 5/98, 6/113,
7/152.8/152.9/154

Bowler L1 ags . R - W
Taposh 2ol 40 2
Naveemn 18.1] s 32 3
Ihmran 5 4 3 0
Parvez 6 o 15 O
Alok 12 9. 22 I
Tushar | 0 3 0
Igbal 15 S RN
Obaved 4 2 6 0

SYLHET: Second innings

Parvez ¢ Ashfaq b Arilf 22
Obaved not out 21
Tushar not out 2
Extras: (1b-1. nb-1. w-1) 3
Totwal: [ for 1 wkt in 9 overs) 48
Fall of wicket: 1/35
Bowler O MR W
Al-Amin 3 0O 18 0
Ashiaq ! Sl e
Aril 3 R B |
Shahnewaz | 0 I Q)
Shalavel l () i ()
Result: Mateh draw
banned
Sports Reporter
Barisal captain Hannan

Sarkar has been slapped with a
wo-match suspension for um-
pire abuse during the Green
Delta National Cricket League
three-day match against hosts
Svihet on Thursday:.

Hannan will have to sit out
the one-day match against the
same opponents today. Besides
he will also miss a match in the
lorthcoming Premier League in
Februan

Azhar to lose
Arjuna award

NEW “ DELHI, De¢: » 22
(Reuters): Three banned Indian
Test  stars, Including  former
skipper Mohammad Azharud-
din. are to be stripped of the
nation’'s highest sports award.

Azharuddin. Ajay Jadeja and
Manoj Prabhakar will be asked
to return their Arjuna awards.
the govermment's sports minis-
ter Uma Bharati said.

Azharuddin was given the
award in 1986, followed by
I'rabhakar in 1993 and Jadeja
in 1997.

Sports Minister Uma Bharati
gave the news in reply to a
(question on players banned by
the Board of Control for Cricket

in India (BCCIl) over match-
fixing allegations.
"We have decided to with-

draw the Arjuna awards from
these three players.

‘But we have given them 15
days time to respond to the
decision and present thelr point
ol view,” Bharatl sald,

She sald her ministry took
the law ministry's recommen-
dations into account when
making the deciston.

The BCCI banned Azharud-
din and Ajay Sharma from
cricket for life and suspended
Ajav Jadeja and former all-
rouviider Manoj Prabhakar for
five vears after an internal in-
quiry based on a Central Bu-
rean of  Investigation  (CBI)
sprobe,

Farhat finishes the job

GREEN DELTA NAT'L

CRICKET LEAGUE

Dhaka v Bunan

A huarricane  handred by
opener mran Farhat propelled
Bangladesh Biman to a coni-

prehensive  eight-wicket  win
over hosts Dhaka Division in
their Green  Delta  National

Cricket Leagne three-day match
at the Faridpur Stadium ves-
terday.

The Pakistani left-hander
hammered 105 not out as Bi-
man. who began the final day
on 84 for one needing another
48 runs to wrap up the en-
counter, coasted to their target
utilising only six overs in the
Morning sesslon.

Farhat who resumed on 63,
put the Dhaka bowlers to the
sword and scored 42 out of
remaining 48 runs to complete
his second century in  the
leagne.

Farhat is the lone batsman
to make a double century in the
National League so far. He
scored 216 in the first round
against Chittagong at the BKSP
ground.

With vesterday's 105,
Farhat. the highest run getter
i the eight-teamm league till
date, has scored 735 runs at an
average of 91.87. Apart from
the two tons. Farhat has also

Sports Reporter

bottom with only six points
Hoth Biman and Dhaka will

Lice cach other in the one-day

match a1 the saone venne today,

e m— =

FARHAT... 105 n.o
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the three-day
Green Delta National Cricket
League match between Dhaka
and Biman at the Faridpur
Stadium yesterday

DHAKA: First innings 158
all out in 54.1 overs (Harun 66,
Mahbub 24, Saiful 18, Jewel
i

Sharif 6/43. Saifullah 2/30)

BIMAN: First innings (over-
night 110 for four in 38 overs)

Extras: (b-6, 1b-3, nb-8, w-8) 25
Total: (all out in 60.2 overs) 160
“ Fall of wickets: 1/19, 2/19,

3/90, 4/104, 5/128. 6/135.
7/143. 8/154, 9/160

Bowler O M R W
Zakir 21 5 03 |
Saiful 30 11 B2 "¢
Jewel 2 ] 2
Mosaddeq 1e 3 4 A%
DHAKA: Second innin
Harun ¢ Aminul b Sharif 2
Rashedul b Sharif 14
Sohel ¢ Farhat b Sharif 0
Mahbub ¢ Aminul b Sarfullah 28

Mazharul Ibw b Jahangir
Jewel Ibw b Hasanuzzaman 0

Zakir Ibw b Sharif 18
Mosaddeq ¢ Farhat b Sarfuliah 11
Saiful ¢ Jahangir b Sharif 13
Biplab not out 10
Lavelu ¢ Atiar b Sharif 2
Extras: (Ib-4. nb-1) 5
Total ( all out in 41.4 overs) 124
Fall of wickets: 1/37. 2/37.
3/42. 4/6]1. 5/64. 6/94,
7/108.8/122.9/122
Bowler O M B W
Jahangir 12 D Johes)
Sharif 10.4 AR Y 6
Hasan 5 2 1
Saifullah 7 P 2b 2
Raliqul % DD 38
Farhat 2 ) fe %) 0O
BIMAN: Second innings
(overnight 85 for one in 23
overs)
Ziaur ¢ Harun b Mosaddeq 17
Farhat not out 105

Rafiqul ¢ Rashedul b Saiful 5

madce tour fifties 7i: A 2 Sa 9
With vesterday's win. Biman ﬁ:t:";t Il;(:{:ililllﬂh Saliul 59 F!:;‘rt:[,”ﬁ: gn:b‘r“ f{
raised their 1ally to "m. points  yapibul ¢ Harun b Saiful 0 Tlc.,'tal lf;:rf2ul;k1 }HZQEDVETH 133
and remained atop the (er”: A Aminul b Saiful IR AT e |¥:'8—'~,. s i
table along with holders Chit-  yaganzzaman Ibw b Saiful 26 gowler o M-8l
tagong who beat Rajshahi by an Rafiqul ¢ Jewel b Zakir 16 7ard - a o 2
innings and ten runs at the o, war b Saiful 6 ;:I!:TI YoAgs - 1? E
Noakhali Stadium yesterday Atiar b Saiful 9 MJ:;*\-.-JI 6 0 27 O
(On the other hand, DII‘HREL -li’ll]rlllﬂir b h1r.1'."=dddf“q 0 M akailde: r:: = 54 I
who have not won a single Sharif ¢ Lovelu b Mosaddeq 5 & Eiesmdtl- . . Biiad .
mdtch in six outings. stayed o, ifullah not out 0 eight wici;ets man ¥

- .

M 1. : 300 k

DURDBAN. Dec 22 could give himm added support However there is nothing

internet  report) "Sometimes bouncy wickets basic about his third delivery. a

Sri Lankan  su-  suit me because the bounce ball that has undone many

perstar Muttiah with the turn | get. can help baismen recently: the lloater.

Muralitharan me." In his two previous Tests which seems to have nothing

sayvs his imminent  on South African he took on it and then moves away like

arrigml m the 300 Club will not

be & walk-over as Sri Lanka
head into the first Test against
South Africa at Durban on
Tuesday

The ofl-spinner. nine wickets
away from 300 Test victims
says that South Africa’'s bats-
men have come a long way

since readmission.

"l came here in 1992 (on an
Under-24 tour) and thev had no
idea about plaving spin.” he
said in Pietermaritzburg on
Thursdav, as the plavers waited
in vain for the rain to abate on
the lirst dav ol a three-day en-
counter against KwaZulu-Natal

Now theyv are getting better
and better. | can say they are
better than the English.”

However., Muralitharan is
brimming with confidence, and

iIs not shy to talk about his
phenomenal ability
Il evervthing goes my way

then I will be unplayable. but
sonietines it goes wrong.

"Sometimes a catch s
dropped. sometimes the rhythm
goes ofl. So it's on the day
whoever performms well on the
Jdav will be dominating.”

He said that he has vel to
[ind a surlface that he cannot
spin the ball on. but added that
South Alfricas hard pitches

soil.
16 wickets -
A relaxed Muaralitharan thern
gave journalists a glimpse into
his armouryv. He said he has
two basic deliveries: the off-
spinner and straight ball
You can vary them with an-
flight. there are so
violl can do

ind
nmiany things

gles

a leg-break.

HSITAain g LLERAJ AN
Hair turmed the spotlight on
Muralitharan s action when he
no-balled him for throwing in
1998. but since then exhaus-
tive Tests have revealed that
Muralitharan is unable to
straighten his arm fully. creat-
ing the illusion of a throw when
he bowls

However hLis incredible spin
comes from his wrist. which
legend his it is triple-jointed

"It is flexible when | bowl.”
said Muralitharan. but politely
turned down requests to give a

Darrel

freak-show displayv. "I cant do
anything with it now
Muralitharan has set his

sights on entering the 300 Club
well before the third and final
Test of the series

After 57 Tests, he is certain
to reach the milestone the sec-
ond-fewest munber of matches

behind Dennis Lillee who
needed 55. Allan Donald took
63 while Glenn McGrath

reached 300 with a hat-trick in
his G4th Test

If I can make it in the first
or second Test. it's more than
five wickets a match. | think it's
pretty good. I'm anning for that.
' going to try and get it in the
first Test

4

MELBOURNE,
Dec 22: A last-
ditch attempt by
the West Indies to
rnin  vice-captain
Sherwin Campbell
back o form was foiled here
on Fridayv by rain, reports AFP

Campbell has scored just 43
runs at 7.16 In six Test innings
to date and the form of their
most experienced opener is
causing major concerns in the
Windies' camp

With that in mind, the tour-
ists planned to play Campbell
in a friendly match against a
team of Victorian squad play-
CIS.

Fellow batsmen Marlon Sa-
muels and Ramnaresh Sarwan
plus reserve 'keeper Courtney
Browne and bowlers Kerry Jer-
emy, Colin Stuart and Mahen-
dra Nagamootoo were also set
to play but the match was
abandoned without a ball being
bowled.

The lack of play frustrated
Windies coach Roger Harper.
particularly as it represented
the only chance of match prac-
tice before back-to-back Tests
in Melbourne and Sydney to
complete the series.

Harper said the match
would have been an ideal
chance for Campbell to regain
confidence, particularly as he
would have been facing former
Test bowler Damien Fleming.
who had planned to use the
game as the first step In his
conmeback from a neck injury.

“This was an opportunity for

him to play a game with less
Im-.«sure but against decent
yowlers and score schme runs

and come into the Boxing Day
Test match in a very positive
and confident frame of mind.”
Harper said of Campbell

Harper said a return to form
by Campbell would lift the en-

tire team, particularly with
Brian Lara now back in form
following his majestic 182 in

the third Adelaide Test.

"Sherwin's form is one of our
major concerns,” Harper said

"A team like ours. if we are
going to do well. we have (o
expect our senior players to
lead the way.”

"I can't fault Sherwin's work
ethic. from a physical stand-
point he is working hard, he
alwavs has done.

"But it's a maftter of him go-
ing out there and not commit-
ting the mental errors he has
been.”

Campbell, who began  the
tour i good form with centu-
ries against the Chairman's XlI
at Lilac Hill and against West-
ern Australia in Perth, has
played like a beaten man
throughout the Test series.

His highest score to date is
only 18 and on three occasions
he has been caught behind the
wicket off Glenn McGrath,

And Harper admits the pres-
sure is getting to Campbell.

“Not only is he a senlor
plaver but he is the vice-
captain and he knows the team
is relyving on a major contribu-
tion from him." Harper said.

After electing not to practise
Thursday and having Friday's
session washed away by rain,
the Windies will now train Sat-
urday.

Harper sald team spirit re-
mained high and the players

took

Faridpur by
were
overs

Downpour denies WI

had been buoyed by their per-
formance in Adelaide when they
the match into the filth
day. even though Australia’s
five-wicket victory clinched the
series

Nat’l youth
cricket

Comilla. Rangpur. Mvmen-
singh and Pirojpur registered
their wins against their respec-
tive rivals in the 20 National
Youth Cricket Championship at
different venues across the
country, reports UNB.

Comilla  outplaved Brah-
manbaria by 137 runs at the
Comilla Stadinm. scoring 206
for nine in 50 overs

In replv. Brahmanbartia were

all out for paltryv 69 iIn 23.3
OVErS.

At Kurigram. Rangpur man-
aged a 110-mn  victory over

Lalmanirhat

Rangpur scored 229 for all
in 48 overs and in reply, Lal-
manirhat were bundled out for
119 in 48 .4 overs

At Tangail. Mwinensingh
overpowered Netrakona by 120
runs.  Mvimensingh  amassed
276 runs for 8 in 45 overs while
Netrakona made 156 for 9 in 45

oNveET s,
At Pirojpur. hosts Pirojpur
defeatedd  Jhalakhati by 101

runs. Pirojpur made 240 for 9
in 50 overs and later. disimissed
Jhalakhati for 139 runs in 43 .5
overs,

Al Rajbari.

Ch ¥ &
24

lOr

Madarnpur beat
runs. Faridpur
all 190 in 472

0Ll

v replv, Madaripur 222 lor

all in 47.4 overs




