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-Wadimir Kramnik

Russian chess Grand-Master)
“The question of the title does
not disturb me very much. The
most Important thing Is that |
wanted to defeat the strongeslt
Grand Master on the planet and
I achieved the goal.”

After defeating Garry
v in the braingames
World Chess championship

last month in London.

Competition 141

v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to ke Uil Slar
Win attractive prizes
Competition closes at 8 pm
Dec 29, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards
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BCB calls up 54
U-17 ericketers

Sports Reporter

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) has named 54
young cricketers to represent
Dhaka Metropolis under the
banner of Blues and Greens in
the forthcoming GrameenPhone
Under-17 National Champion-
ship.

The selection was finalised
after a ten-day trial conducted
under the supervision of
Board's development commil-
lee.

The plavers have been asked
to report at the BCB office by
10 am on January 2.

Dhaka Metropolis Blues:
Rafiqul Alam. Alok Rahman.
Mortuza Raju. Ishatiaque
Javed. Arafat Jahan Khan
Sabuj Islam. Mahmudullah
Riad. Illyas Sunny, Sajjad
Kadir. Mahibur Rahman. Naz-
mul Hossain. Tanzir Haque.
Moniruzzaman Liton. Niza-
muddin, Khabid Hossain, Ah-
med Habib. Kamrul Hasan.,
Asitn Chowdhury. Sajib Dutta.
Syed Jainul Abedin. Delwar
Hossain. Shafiquzzaman. Sa-
jiad Hossain. Mohammad
Mohsin. Nasim Akhter.
Saveedur Ralnuan and Alimul
Reza

Dhaka Metropolis Greens:
Riad Khan., Atiqul Alam. Rah-
matullal;, Mohammad Shahi«l
Hasan Tareque. Saif Ahmedl.
Sarkar Mokllesur Rahman,
fbrahim Sagar. Mohiuddin Sid-
dique. Sadat Jamil. Towhidur
Rahman, Saif Mahmud, Niza-

muddin, Moinuddin.  Mehdi
Hasan, Subrata Das. Sheikl)
Satmur Reza. Raliqul Islam.
Sajid  Igbal. Jamil . Hossain
Malukuzzaman. Nahid Sikdar,

Abdul Tareque. Janul Hossain,
Amidul Islam. Mahbubur Rah-
man and Kamrul Islam.

Brig Gen Habib
named EC for
BOA polls

e Geneyal  of BKSP
Litle oo Alisan Habib has been
e o clecnon canmmissioner of
Baligdadesh Olvinpic  Assocla-
Mo (HOAL reports UNB,

BOA president Lt Gen
Muhaanmad Mustalizur  Rali-
Man made the announcement
with the consent of the BOA
execiutive  committee an

OCA proposal ahead of the BOA
clection in January next.

—
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Caught in Sharif trap | 5=

GREEN DELTA NAT'L

CRICKET LEAGUE
Dhaka v Bitmaon

Mohamumad  Sharil hagged
another six wichers as faneled
Bangladesh Biman  were o
larget to earn a comprehiensive
three-day  win  against  hosts
Dhaka in their sixth round

Group A clash of the Green
Delta National Cricket Leapne
al the Faridpur Stadivnm
Vesterday

I an eventnl second  day
that saw 20 wickets lall, the
debutant weht-arm medinm
pacer who took six for 43 in the
trst mnings to bundle out the
home side for 1568 on Wednes-
day. doubled his match figures
at the cost of 31 runs as Dhaka
batting again. managed to score
134

In reply. the
carrier having established onl
a two-run advantage in the first
innings. were 85 for one in 23
overs at stumps. They require
}7 more runs to wrap up the
game today

Sharif finished with tantastic
figures of 28.4--6--74--12

The season's most promising

national Iln||1-

under-17 bowler was ably-
assisted by left-arm  spinner
Saifullah Khan who returmed

with two for 25

Earlier. Biman added just 50
runs to their overnight total ol
1 10-4 belore being dismissed in
0.2 overs

Former national seamer
Saitul Islam devastated the
airlines” batting order taking
seven for 62, However, his su-
perb spell was overshadowed

Sports Reporter
by Shard

SCOREBOARD

Scorchoard on the st day ol
the threedoy Caeen Delta Na-
tonal  Cricket  League match
between Dhaka and Bhman at
the Faridpur Stadium vester-
cdav:

DHAKA: First innings 158 all
out in 54.1 overs (Harun boi.
Mahbub 24. Sallul 18, Jewel
| 7.5harif 6/43. Satfullah 2/30)
BIMAN: First innings (overnight
110 for 4 In 38 overs)

Zuur © Lovelu b Saiful 0
IFarhat b Satianl 52

SHARIF ... 1274
Llabibul ¢ Harnn b Saiful ()
Aminul b Satful 28
Hasanuzzaman lbw b Saiful 26
Rafiqul ¢ Jewel b Zaki 16
Sanwar b Saitul G
Atiar b saiful 9
Jahangir b Mosaddeq 0
Sharif ¢ Loveln b Mosaddeq 9
satiullah not out 4]

Extras (bh-ti -4, nb-8, w-8) 25
Total: (all ont in 60.2 overs) 160

Fall ol wickets: 1/719, 2/719.
3,00 7104, 57128, 6/1356.
7 143. 8,154, 9/160

Bowler O BBy W
Zakir 21 5 93 |
Sl 30 11 62 7
Jewel 2 ] L8 0
Mosaddeq i -, T I | 2
DHAKA Second innings
Harun ¢ Aminul b Sharif -
Rashedul b Sharil 14
sohel ¢ Farhat b Shari! ()
Mahbub ¢ Aminual b Satfullah 28
Mazharul Ihw b Jahangir |1
iewel Ibw b Hosanuzzaman i
Jokar hhw b Sharll | =

Mosaddeq ¢ Farhat b Satfuliay 1

Sadful ¢ Jnhangir b Shartl 13
Biplab not ount - 10

Lavelu ¢ Atlar b Sharil >
Extras (Ib-4. nb-1) D
Total { all out In 41.4 overs) 134
Fall of wickets: 1/37. 2/37,
3/42. 4/61, 5/64, 6G/94,

7/108. 8B/122. 9/122
Bowler O M R w

Jahangir 12 5 35 |
Sharil 10.4 2 3] 6
Hasan 8 2 e 1
Saifullah 7 1 S 2
Rafiqul 2 0 o 0
Farhat s 0 12 0
BIMAN Second innings

Ziaur ¢ Harun b Mosaddeq 17
IFarhat not out 63
Raliqul not out 0
Extras (b-4. 1b-1) 5
Total (for 1 wkt in 23 overs) 85

Fall of wicket: 1/85

Bowler O M R w
Zakir 7 3 16 0
Saiful 7 0 20 0
Jewel S 0 2 0
Mosaddeqg 4 0 13 |

Shoaib in fine fettle

KARACHI. Dec
21 Pace  ace
Shoaib Akhtar |is
back to full fit-
ness in - amn omi-
nous sign for New
Zealand and England, who will
host Pakistan in the new year,
reports AFP.

Akhtar said Thursday he
was bowling at full speed again
after seven months out of the
game due to injury.

I have been bowling in the
nets for a week now and have
found no problem. It looks like
a rebirth for me.”" Akhtar told
this news agency.

Tagged the "Rawalpindi Ex-
press® for his thunderbolts.
Akhtar has not played intema-
tional cricket since May due to
problems with his ribs, knees
and shoulders.

‘I have missed a lot of
cricket but the new year will

definitelv bring some good
cricket for me.

‘I look forward to the New
Zealand and England tours

next vear and will now try to
maintain my fitness ”

Akhtar has clocked 99
miles (158.4 kilometres) per
hour, close to the world bowl-
ing record of 99.6 miles per
hour set by Australian fire-
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brand Jeff Thomson in the

1970s.
He is currently under the
care of Tauseef Ahmed. a nu-

tritionist and physical trainer,
who says Akhtar is "totally re-
constructed”.

"We have rectified all his
problems and he can play any-
tiine from now. He iIs a much

betlter athlete now.," Ahmed
said.
"Akhtar has broken two

stumps with his deliveries in
the nets and by that you can
judge he is bowling at his [ast-
est again.

"We have six weeks before
the New Zealand tour and in
that time he will shape up to
his best.”

Ahmed said Akhtar had re-
sisted pressure to change his
action.

"He told me that many peo-
ple sugfested that he should
change his action but we have
put him where he belongs and
his action is the same."

Pakistan leave for New Zea-
land in the second week of Feb-
ruary to play three Tests and
live one-day internationals.

They then play two Tests in
England and a triangular series
with world champions Austra-
lia.

LONDON.
(internet  report):
The International
Cricket  Council
(ICC) has ap-
pointed one of the
world’s leading executive search
firms. 1o lind a successor for
current chief executive David
Richards. who steps down next
vear

Russell Reynolds Associates
will now spearhead the search
for a new boss following a com-
petitive pitch process between
several  leading companies.
Pressure is on the ICC 1o come
up with a leader able to deal
with a wvolatile international
environment,  following the
claims of corruption by players
and officials which have sur-
faced In the last vear

Australian  Richards,
executive for the lasi

Dec 21

chiet

SCVEDN

yvears. Is planning to leave the
ICC by September

Appointment of the new CEO
is being overseen by the ICC's
Organmisation and Governance
Review Committee, chaired by
New Zealand's Sir John Ander-
son and comprising represen-

tatives [rom ICC member
couvntries,
"Our objeclive is clear: to

find the best person for the job,
wherever theyv are based, what-
ever they are currently doing.”
sald Bob Chalmers. managing
director at Russell Reynolds
Associates

"To ensure that we approach
this in the best possible way,
we will contact ICC directors to
seek their input. In particular,
we want their views on the
qualities and personal skills
required of the chiel executive,
and. of course. we'd be keen to
hear of any specific names they

Headhunters to find new chief

would like to suggest.”
The finm is also identifying
high calibre individuals within

other professional sports bodies
and the world of business.

ICC President Malcolm Gray
sald: "During David Richards'
tenure, the [CC has developed
info a high profile, Intermational
sporting  organisation. Going
forward, the pace of change is
likely to Increase and the new
appointee will be responsible for
championing the best Interests
of cricket around the globe in
this dynamic environment,

"The new chief executive will
need to show strong leadership
in taking decisive action for the
betterment of the sport around
the world. We are therefore
determined  that  the search
should be exhaustive and far
ranging to ensure that the right
appointment Is made."

Don't take Eng

BIISBANE., Aus-
Iralla. Dec 21
Lormer  England
captain - Graham
Gooch has rated
Anstralia the

e nehmard ol International
Cric ke Lot warnerl St
Waugh's 1eam to expeet a fight
i England next vear, reports
AFP :

Cooch sald he expected the
Ashes series In inkd-2001 10 he
closer than previons chashes
between the old enemies afier
England celebrated wins over
Zimbabwe, the West Indies and
Pakistan this vear.

But Gooch. who watched
Australia beat the West Indies
in Adelaide tlhis week, sald
England would have to improve
on their historic series win In
Pakistan earlier this montlh.

"England  are waking good

|, progress. It was a good win in

GRAHAM GOOCH

lightly'

Pakistan and they did well to
pinch a win on the last day of a
series which wasn't very enter-
tatning or enlightening.” Gooch
sl

hey did well and they've
got sowe ol the tmportant in-
gredients i a Test side working
well.

‘But 1 think it's early days
for England yet and it would be
foolhardy for anyone to talk
about England r:lu_lllcngilng the
dominance of the world-class
Australlans at the moment
they are the benchmark.”

Gooch.  England's  leadin
Test  run-scorer, played 4‘§
Tests against Australia in a
carecr spanning 20 years.

He has seen Australia de-
velop Into the world's best team
under the captainey of Wﬂurll
and sald Englind had to de-
velop a similar style if they

See page 15

Sports Reporter

GREEN DELTA NAT'L

CRICKET LEAGUE
Barisal v Svihet

Barisal took a marginal first
innings lead against hosts Syl
het in 4he sixth round of the
Green Delta National Cricken
League al the Svihet Stadionn
vesterday,

Resuming the second day ol
the three-day encounter on 14
for no loss in reply to Barisal's

Hrst bnmmes of 199 the home
side were restricted o 195 tor
e dne the  snupulated 100

overs. Lower-order lgbal Hos-
Sain remained unbeaterr on 56

Apart from opener Parvez
Ahimed none of the other Svlhet
batsman showed any applica-
tion while at the wicket.

lgbal's  half-century  that
came off 125 balls included
three boundaries. On the other
hand. Parvez scored 49 off 141
balls with only two fours.

For Barisal, who were 13 for
1o loss in the second innings at
stumps, medium-pacer Ashfaq
All and left-arm spinner Alisa
nullah Hasan  captuared
wickels cach

SCOREBOARD

Wi

>coreboard on the second day

of the three-day Green Delta
National Cricket League matcl)
between Barisal and Svihet af
the Svihet Stadium vesterdav:
BARISAL: First innings 199 lo;
8 in 100 overs (lmran 60O
Hasan 34. Ishtiaq 21. Moin 19
Alok 3/34, Obaved 2/39)
SYLHET: First innings (over
might 14 for no loss in 6 overs)

Parvez run out 49
Naveem b Ashiaq 9
Nasirul ¢ & b Al-Amin |
Obaved ¢ Hannan b Hasan 23
Alok ¢ Sahadat b Hasan 4
Kabi b Ishtiaq 5
lTushar ¢ Sahadat b Ashifaq /
Igbal not out o6
Imon b Shahnewaz 13
Taposh run out |
Imran not out 4
Extras (b-15, |b-4. w-2) 23
Total: (For 9 wkis In 100 overs) 195
Fall ol wickets: 1/18B. 2/29.
J/84 1 /89, /97, OG/99.
/134, B/182. 9/184

Bowler O M R w
Al-Amin 15 6 19 1
Ashfaq 14 & 22 2
Shahnewaz 2 o2 |
Ishtiaq 13 6 40 1
Hasan 21 &5 9 2
Arif 3 I Q) 0
Moin 13 2o aa0) 0
Hannan 3 0 | 2 O
BARISAL: Second innings
Hannan not out 4
Ashfag not out 2
Extras (b-1.1b-1, w-5) 7

Total (for no loss in 5 overs) 13

Bowler O M IR W
Taposh 2 | } 0
Naveen I 0 2 0
lmran I | () 0
Parvez | 0 B ()

Sorry!

Sports Reporter
GREEN DELTA NAT’L

CRICKET LEAGUE

aishahi v Chittagon

iy
e,

The second danv's play ol the
Crreenr Delta National Crnicket
Leavune sixth round clash be
tween holders Chittagong and
Rajshahi at the NoaKkhali Sta-
dium was not available as the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) failed to provide the
scarecard till filing of this report
last night

\t the end of the lirst dayv on
Wednesday. Chittagong were 6b
lor one in reply to Rajshahis
first innings total of 148

V-Day cricket

Discovery and Boy Care won
their respective matches in the
Inter Sports WECCA Victory
Day Under-13 Cricket Tourna-
ment at the Dhanmondi Cricket
ground vesterday. reports LINB

Discovery defeated Ankur by
Six - wickets while Boy Care
smashed Future Cricketers by
10 wickets

At the Kalabagan ground
Dhaka Metropolis lost their first
match against Kalabagan CA by
9 wickets, but later won against
CCS by 10 wickets

Drakes Donald's
replacement

LONDON, Dec 21, West In-
dian Vasbert Drakes will be
Warwickshire's overseas player
HEXE season. I succession 1o
long-serving South African Al-
lan  Donald. alter agreeing a
one-year contract, reports AFP

The 31-yvear-old all-rounder
will make the Bears his third
county after previous service
with Sussex and Nottingham-
shire

Drakes' excellent fitness rec-
ordd was a big attraction after
Donald's NUIMerons injury
problems in his last twao sea-
sons at Edgbaston,

Chiet executive Dennis
Amiss sald: "As important as
anvthing 1s his track record of
staving fit and bowling a lot of
OVOrS.

Drakes will form a new ball
parinership with another recent
sigiing  tarmer Durhham  and
England A pace bowler Melvyn
Betts,

Top order relief for Metro

GREEN DELTA NATL

CRICKET LEAGUE

Dhaka Metwro v Khulna

Dhaka Metropolis put  be-.
hind the disappointinent of
their last twp games when they
posted g comprehensive total
on_the first day of their three-
dav maltech ol the Green Delta
National League against Khulna
at the Shamshul Huda Stadium
In Jessore vesterday

National opener Mehrab
Hossain scored a timely half-
century and Pakistani stroke-
maker Zahoor Elahi hammered
a lantastic B3 as the visitors,
opting to bat first, scored 331
for seven in 93 overs

With seven more first in-
nings overs in hand and Sajjad
Ahmed Monsur not out on 67 at
close, Dhaka Metropolis would
certainly be gunning for the
400-mark when the match re-
suimes today

It came as a welcome reliel
for the Dhaka men when th
top-order clicked without giving
anv Iarther worryv. Mehrab. who
was going through a lean patcl.
finally got his concentration

Sports Reporter

back and purt on 155 runs for

the flirst wicket with Zahoor
Elahi. Mehrab scored a watch-
ful 74 off 147 balls that in-

cluded eight fours

His more aggressive and il-
lustrious partner at the other
end clubbed 10 fours and a six
in his | 16-ball knock

Although voung sensation
Ashraful could nmt-' only nine
while batting at number three
Dhaka fﬂllllh a consistent run-
getter in Sajjad Ahmed.

Lost in the wilderness for the
last three yvears, Saljad showed
a remarkable form in the Na-
tional League this vear. A fine
player with solid defence, Sajjad
Is the leading scorer among the
Dhaka Metropolis batsmen. His
67 not out took his aggregate
scaore to 350 in six three-day
games

odjjad  struck onlhy
fours In his workimanlike
hall knock

oKipper

three
| 32.-

Khaled Mahuoid
scored a quickfire 24 off 21
balls with the help of thres
fours and a six while Biploh
clupped in with 2]

For Khulna Jamaloaddin
Babun, who removed both the
Dhaka openers. was the most

suceessful bowler with four for
B2 runs in his 28 overs. Off-
spunner Sohail Islam captured
wa wickets giving awav 38
rns i lis 16 nigghing overs.,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the first day of
the three-day Green Delta Na-
tional Crickel League maich
between Khulna and Dhaka
Metropolis at the Jessore Sta-
dium vestersday:

Dhaka Metropolis: First in-
nings

Mehrab 1bw b Jamaluddin 74
Elahl ¢ Tushar b Jamaluddin B3
Ashraful ¢ Tushar b Jamaluddin 9

Sajjad not oul 67
Halim Shah b Jamaluddin B
K Mahmud lbw b Sohel 24
Neeyvamur b Sohel 10
Biplab ¢ sub b Monjurul 21
Masudur not out 19
Extras | b-9, Ib-6, nb-1) 16
Total (for 7 wkis In 93 overs) 331
Fall of wickets: 1/155,. 2/175,
3/18B1, 4/197. 5/226. 6/242.
7 /284

Bowler O N R W
Monjurul 17 PR 1
A Kamal 11 3 40 ©O
Niaz 9 0 4 0
Manzarul 12 ] 25 0O
Jamaluddin 28 ] B2 4
Sohel 16 & a3

Black Tuesday

DUKBAN South
Alriea, e 21
| Keaters): Few
doubted Hansie

Cronje when he
told the world on
not j_llll“} ol

\pril 9 i
match-hixme charges levelled at
him by Indian police

Wiels

'wo davs later. on what has

become kKnown among South
Alrican cricket writers as "Black
Tuesday Cronje confessed to
having been "not entirely hon-
esl But once apgain disbeliel
was widespread

Could it be that this up

standing son of the Free State
the citadel of Afrikanerdom
Was ( Hl'rl||r["

Could he have [ooled his
family his ~tgapmaltes, the
public and the fwaia into be-

lleving he had given of his best
for South Africa in good faith
when, in fact, he a puppel
whose strings led to the hands
of shacy bookmakers ind
overlv enterprising punters

s>adly tor all South Alricans
and tragically for cricket
evervwhere., Cronje could and
did

For weeks there seemed to
De no other storv on the front
pages ol South Alricas newspa-
On Sunday paper neatly
if inadvertently. captured the
confusion in its head

WS

lovers

Ili‘[ -

1HATION 'S
lines

it s not our Hansie, it pro
claimed. only to have to follow
that a week later with a damn-
g tale ot greed and deception
under the grovelling banner
Here s the prool

\ mdicial commission was
duly appointed (o get to the
bottom of the matter. Chaired
by the disarmingly urbane Ed-
win King. a retired judge who
immediately showed himself to
be an impeccable jurist. it be-
came the most thorough inves
Ligation to date mto cricket

f --HH]‘HHH

CO

hers (8] |
(:ihbs
underperform in a one-dav in
fernational
Nagpur on March 19

During 10 davs of hearings
i « Ffown in June, Cronge
‘ssed 1o laking approxi-
100.000 dollars in dirt
money and to offering bribes ol
15.000 dollars each to two of
the most impressionable memn
nis team, Herschelle
and Henry Williams, to

.I.I"r

I
IR LES A"

against India in

HANSIE CRON.JE

I hey took up the offers, but
jailed 1o follow through on the
deal and said thev received no
money Both admitted their
actions to the Rking Commis
sion. and were fined and sus
pended fromni international
ricket until December 31 this
VERT

Gibbs and Williams contri
tion was palpabl bt Croni¢
has as vet falled to permanenth

imce the public that on
paid money to watch him play
tiat he iIs genumnely sorrv {or
what he has done

Looking like a man terrilie
by the awtul truth that th

events of his own life had over-
taken him, Cronje took on the
media blaze and faced the
commission

1t is time for me to try to re-
pay a part of the enormous debt
which I owe to cricket and to try

to repair some of the damage
which | have caused the game,

South Africa. my family and
teammates, and the cricketing
public Cronje red from his
prepared statement. his once
unshakable monotone waver-
ing

“Words cannot begin to de-
scribe the shame. humiliation
and pain which 1 feel. in the
knowledge that 1 have inflicted

this on others. To my wile, fam-
ily. and teammates, in particu-
lar, | apologise.”

The emotion evoked by those
sentiments earned Cronje syin-
pathy, but he squandered it by
plainly relishing being able to
swat away the long-hop ques-
tions asked bv Shamila Batohi.
the commission's often inepl
lead advocate

Batohi stuck to her task and
eventually regained her line and

length, and by the e Cronje
hhobbled off the witness stand in
tears. a broken man. sympathy
|
|

1ad turmed to pity

Subsequent media inter-
views for which Cronje was paid
handsomely. and in which he
repeatedly brushed off his con-
duct as "a mistake ., have hard-
ened many >outh Alricans
hearts toward him

Now Cronje's
successhully. if onkh
lv. staved off their
ium to the stand when the
ommission resumes hearings
n January 25. However, they
wonuld d well to realise that
while there remain legal op-
portunities for Cronje to run, it
IS far too late for him to hide
le will. after evervthing. strug-
gle to fool any of the people any
ol the e

have
'r*m}mmr*
client s re-

lawvers

Boris seeks divorce

MUNICH. Dec 21
hree-time Wi
bledon champion
HBoris Becker has
[iled for divorce

from his wile of
I3arhara a court

I hursday,

sevien
spokesian
reports AFP

The couple had announced
earlier this month that they
were separating but said they
had no plans to divorce. They
have two children Noah
Gabriel. SiX andl Elias

VEN TS
said

conrt to
irom leaving the
their
ey
and
guard

spokesman for the
lerion
had filed on Decemnber 15 tw

Balthasar
[he turmed
cently however alter
filed an injunction in a Florida
block her husband
country with
Becker report
Lier credit carcls
personal body

(e
case uglier re

Barbara

WO sons
cancelled
lired her

Michael Haunssner A

Munich In

cCourt, said that Becker

davs before their seventh wed-
ding anniversan

German personality maga-
zine Bunte reported that Becker
had also raised a formal objec-
tion to his wife's complaint filed
in Miami last week for custody
of the children and alimony

Barbara. who is the daugh-
ter of an American and a Ger-

man. left Germany soon after
the couple announced their
scparation and took the chil-

dren to their Florida vacation
home

Bunte reported that Becker
had mentioned the couple’s

prenuptial agreement in his
countersuit., which states that
Barbara Becker would receive
five million marks (2.6 million
euros/2.3 million dollars) if
they divorced

German media had reported
that Barbara could expect to
receive four times that, some 20
million marks., if the case Is
heard in Miami

News weekly Der Spiegel re-
ported in an advance copy of its
Friday edition that the couple
would appear in a Miami court
on January 8 but that Becker.
33. has disputed a US court's
jurisdiction in the case.

It added that Barbara. also
J3. had registered Noah Gabriel
for school in Miami and had
kept Becker from seeing his
oldest son.

The couple had been one of
Germany's most glamorous and
popular couples. The news of
their separation has received
microscopic attention In the
press here.

Becker, who quit the cPrnra-
tennis tour last year. told a
German newspaper after the
split that the marriage had

been something he "lost in the -

fifth set.”
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